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exposes the failures of American evangelicalism that continue
to shape the church today
provides hope for those who grew up in the church but are
weary and wandering
explains how the body of Christ—the church—remains our
best hope for restoration and reconciliation
encourages us to move toward Jesus Christ—the only one
who won't leave us as orphans

In 1980s and 1990s, many young evangelical Christians found
themselves untethered, disillusioned, and ultimately orphaned as
they grappled with the legalistic, politically co-opted churches of
their youth—and ultimately embarked on a search for a more
loving, more biblical expression of the faith and discipleship
taught by Jesus.

Sara Billups was one of those orphans. She knows the grief of
loving Jesus while watching political pundits twist her faith to
support their power struggles and exclusionary policies. She
knows the feeling of being alone, misunderstood, and maligned. 

In Orphaned Believers: How a Generation of Christian Exiles
Can Find the Way Home (Baker Books, 2023), Billups speaks to
those who look around the American church and wonder—
where is Jesus? She helps readers process their pasts so they can
move boldly forward into a future where they know that they are
beloved by Christ and belong to the family of God. 

With love and compassion, Sara 

https://www.sarabillups.com/
https://sarabillups.substack.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sara.billups/
https://twitter.com/hellobillups


About the Author

Sara Billups is a Seattle-based writer and cultural commentator whose
work has appeared in the New York Times, Christianity Today, and more.
Sara is completing her Doctor of Ministry in the Sacred Art of Writing at
the Peterson Center for the Christian Imagination at Western Theological
Seminary. She works to help wavering Christians remain steadfast
through cultural storms and continues to hope for the flourishing of the
Church amid deep political and cultural division in America.

PRAISE for Orphaned Believers
""As American Christianity changes, and as we change along with it, we need guides to remind us who we
are and who we're not. Sara has been one such guide for me. She's brutally honest and hilarious, and her
heart is wide open to the radical possibility that belonging to Jesus is identity enough for Christians. I
couldn't be more grateful for her."
—Jon Guerra, singer-songwriter and producer

"I needed this book. I have no glowing words of endorsement, no pithy comments of promotion; I just
have this: Sara and I, we overlapped like a Venn diagram in the themes of this book--the wrecking of our
childish understanding of theology, the intentions gone wild, the incredulity of what it means to be a child
and an orphan simultaneously. I needed this book, and I am grateful it is now in the world."
—Lore Ferguson Wilbert, author of A Curious Faith and Handle with Care

"Billups reminds us that no matter who we are or where we come from, God can move us from a place on
the margins to a community of faith. She calls us forward, with deep care for the people of God."
—Foxy Davison, educator and activist

"This is the book you've been waiting for: the book that addresses those who love Jesus but find
themselves disoriented by the ways he is wielded and weaponized in halls of power. This is a book for
those who mourn the disconnect between the American church complex and the Bride of Christ. Half
journalist, half mystic, Sara reminds us we are not alone and helps us move forward with the greatest gift:
hope."
—Erin Hicks Moon, writer and podcaster

"'There's wilderness in all of us,' Sara writes. 'We're lost and found a little every day.' And in her honest-
but-hopeful reflections, Sara helped me feel just a bit more 'found' than I did before--orphaned but also
anchored in a much better story than the one the world's been selling me over the past decades. I needed
this book more than I knew."
—Chuck DeGroat, author, therapist, and professor of pastoral care and Christian spirituality at Western
Theological Seminary



Sample Interview Questions for Sara Billups
Orphaned Believers:

How a Generation of Christian Exiles Can Find the Way Home

Thanks for joining us! Will you tell us a little bit about your story and why you decided to write
Orphaned Believers?
In the introduction of Orphaned Believers, you write a lot about your friendship with your father
and his influence on your faith growing up. How did this shape your understanding of
Christianity?
What is an 'orphaned believer'? 

Orphaned believers can be 'cultural orphans' and/or 'spiritual orphans'. What is the difference?
The church has had plenty of failures in its history. Which of these failures from American
evangelicalism in the 80s and 90s still plague our church today?
Our culture of consumerism says that we need to clock more hours, buy new things, and live in
more luxury. How does Jesus call us to something different?
Why do we still need the church today?
You have a chapter on spiritual formation being the antidote to end-times culture, culture wars, and
consumerism. What do you mean by formation, and how has it changed the way you interact with
Christianity?
How did the Trump presidency shape the reputation of evangelicalism in America?
You talk in the book about how the suburbs shaped your faith, spending Saturday in the mall and
Sunday in church. How does consumerism continue to impact the church?

What does a healthy Christian counterculture look like in our present day?
You write a lot about the end times. How can followers of Jesus passionately look forward to their
future with Christ while living redemptively in the present?
Talk about the “aspirational class” and how that shows up in Christian culture.
What is one action step you would suggest an 'orphaned believer' take after hearing this message?
Where can our audience go to connect with you and purchase a copy of Orphaned Believers?
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