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1.  Your main characters are a pilot and a heroine—how does this fit with the cryptography 
theme of The Codebreakers?

When I introduced my grounded pilot—Major Phillip Camden—in the first book in the series, I 
knew part of the challenge in On Wings of Devotion would be keeping my focus on  
codebreaking in his story, because he really doesn’t feel like one of the cryptographers he ends 
up working beside when he loses his flying privileges. In many ways, Camden is a man without 
a home, and it was so interesting to try to figure out what would make him feel like he belonged 
among his new colleagues. Nurse Arabelle Denler works at Charing Cross Hospital, which is a 
neighbor to the Old Admiralty Building, so she watches Camden walk by every day. Later they 
walk home together daily. She has no idea what work he does now—but that doesn’t stop her 
family from getting sucked into the adventure of it!

2. What sets Arabelle apart from other romance novel heroines?

There are a few tropes that romance writers (myself included) often fall back on, two of which 
are the beautiful/handsome lead and the rich lead. Often, it’s both. For the plot, I needed  
Arabelle to be an heiress, so I decided she could not be beautiful. She’s described as plain of face, 
with a dimple being her most interesting feature, and very tall for a woman at six feet in height. 
When Camden first meets her, he thinks she isn’t even pretty. But of course, as he gets to know 
her, he decides she’s the most beautiful woman he knows.

3. Where did you get the idea for your antagonist, Diellza Mettler?

As I was researching book one in the series, I came across stories of two different femme fatales 
who used their charms against England—the infamous Mata Hari, a cabaret dancer who was  
executed for espionage in France, and Beatrice von Brunner, a Swiss-born actress who’d  
attempted an assassination in England earlier in the war. I decided it would be intriguing to 
combine these two historical figures and create a whole new character, one who has an added 
secret courtesy of some special training from her father.

4. What research did you find most surprising?

As I researched the Royal Flying Corp, I was shocked to learn that Great War pilots only had a 
life expectancy of a few months. Because of this, the RFC had to relax its previously stringent 
requirements for who could become a pilot, allowing commoners into the officer ranks for the 
first time in British history. While in some ways this was a great stride forward for equality, in 
other ways it was truly horrible. Men who’d always lived humble, simple lives were introduced 
to the ways of the rich, including things like gambling, affairs, and other reckless behavior that 
destroyed countless lives. Pilots were notorious for living fast and loose, never knowing if they’d 
die tomorrow, and it earned them the title “reckless fellows” by a politician of their day.

5. What will happen for The Codebreakers moving forward?

The final book in the series, A Portrait of Loyalty, will follow two secondary characters into a 
story of their own. We’ll learn more about Zivon Marin, a Russian cryptographer who has to flee 
his homeland to escape execution during the revolution—based loosely on a historical figure—
and Lily Blackwell, the photography expert that Hall uses to alter photographs for his misinfor-
mation campaigns. Her role was also inspired by factual events, though I created her character 
and most of the details about her job. Their story will take us through the end of the war and 
show us a hint of what happened to the codebreakers in Room 40 after peace was declared.
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