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1. How did you come up with the idea for The Lost Heiress?

I actually came up with the idea when I was twelve—and quite determined to turn it into my 
first full-length novel. I wrote the original version of Brook’s story in 7th and 8th grade, then 
rewrote it over the summer before I began high school. Then rewrote it again halfway through 
high school…and again during college…and two more times since. Though the words bear 
absolutely no resemblance to what I scrawled into my notebook in middle school, the kernel of 
that original idea is still there, along with the heart of the main characters. I’m so excited that 
after twenty years, this book is ready for publication!

2.  With so many rewrites, a lot has surely changed over the years. What’s your favorite change 
to the story?

No debate here—the addition of Whitby in the latest version was the best change I’ve ever made. 
In previous versions, both of Brook’s parents had been killed when she was a baby. But I decided 
she needed her father to be alive, and oh, my gracious. He makes the book!

3. How long does it take you to write a book?

Generally I use most of my six months between deadlines for research, writing, and editing—
through probably only two or three months of that are active writing. I homeschool my kids, so 
time is often hard to come by and distractions are numerous!

4. Research often yields fun results—what were you surprised to find this time?

The best part of the research this time was when I contacted a UK motoring museum in the 
hopes that they could answer some questions about the car my hero owns—a Rolls-Royce now 
known as the Silver Ghost. Not only did someone answer my questions, they even scanned a 
vintage owner’s manual for me and emailed me the pages!

5.  There are a lot of Edwardian stories cropping up these days in the wake of Downton Abbey. 
What sets The Lost Heiress apart from those or other historical romances?

While the year is 1910 and the story looks at life from both the servant and master perspectives, 
The Lost Heiress also brings elements of mystery and suspense to the page, to combine with the 
romance. If its setting brings to mind Downton Abbey, its adventure and ideas of a lost girl  
finding her family more closely echo Anastasia. Both historical and contemporary readers will 
find something to love, either in those glimpses of an era a century past, or in the modern  
mindsets beginning to take hold.

6. This is the first book in the Ladies of the Manor series—what else can readers expect?

Though Brook and Justin’s story wraps up in The Lost Heiress, the mystery and intrigue thread 
will continue through the next two books. The Reluctant Duchess will share a villain with this 
book but also introduce a new one, and the focus will be on a delightful secondary character of 
the first book, Brice—future Duke of Nottingham—and a lady from the Highlands of Scotland. 
Book 3 will have two new leads as the mystery introduced in book 1 takes them on the final 
adventure.
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