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1.  Originally, The SilenT YearS series was supposed to consist of three novels, but then 
you added a fourth later on. Why did you feel it was necessary to add King’s  
Shadow, a book featuring Herod the Great?

The third in the series, Jerusalem’s Queen, brought the reader up to about sixty years 
before Christ’s birth, but a lot happened between her death and the nativity. After  
finishing Jerusalem’s Queen, I realized we needed another book to address the coming 
of the Romans and the development of the Pharisees from what was a fairly orthodox 
group in 60 B.C. to the super-legalistic group that existed at the time of Christ’s  
ministry. One of my purposes for the entire series was to help the modern reader  
understand how the people moved from the religious fervor of post-exile Israel to the 
rabbinic Judaism that existed at the time of Christ. I needed “the Herod years” to bridge 
that gap.

2.  Most Christians associate Herod the Great with fear and loathing. Did you learn 
anything about him that would alter this commonly held perception?

I learned that, like most people, Herod had a reason for everything he did, including the 
slaughter of hundreds of innocent people—from the babies in Bethlehem to his own 
wife and her sons. His reason was largely insecurity. The moment he became aware of a 
threat—or even a perceived threat—to his throne and position, he moved to eliminate 
that threat. As he grew older, that tendency became stronger, to the point that he wanted 
to murder hundreds of innocent Jewish leaders to counteract the rejoicing he feared 
would take place once the people learned of his own death.

3. S alome was the name of Israel’s greatest queen, the heroine of Jerusalem’s Queen. 
It was also the name of the woman who danced for Herod Antipas and asked for 
John the Baptist’s head, and also the name of Herod’s sister. Why so many  
Salomes?

People in those days saw nothing odd about using a favorite name over and over. In a 
single family you could find several Alexanders (Alexander the Great was considered a 
great hero), several Salomes (probably named after Salome Alexandra), many Miriams/
Marys, and many men named Yeshua/Joshua/Jesus. A study by Rachel Hachlili surveyed 
the literary and epigraphic sources of Jesus’ day and found that nearly one out of every 
ten persons known from the period was named ye·SHU·a’.

4. Herod the Great claimed to be Jewish, but did he really believe in God?

Only God can answer that question, but one thing is clear: Herod was all things to all 
men. With the Jews, he tried his best to be Jewish, at least until his Roman overseers 
came around, at which point he strived to be Roman. When in Rome, he went with his 
overseers to pagan Roman temples. Herod was not Jewish by birth, but Idumean; his 
family was “converted” when they were conquered by the Jews, led by John Hyrcanus. 
So was Herod a true believer? History would seem to indicate that he believed first and 
foremost in himself.
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