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1. What is In Times Gone By about?

This book is the third and final installment of Golden Gate Secrets. It’s  
Kenzie Gifford’s search for peace of mind and happiness. After having been left at 
the altar the previous year in Kansas City, Kenzie went west searching for a new 
start and anonymity. She takes a job at the chocolate factory her mother’s cousin 
owns but also finds herself caught up in the lives of Judith and Camrianne—the 
two women she befriended on the train west. Kenzie’s heart has been completely 
broken and she doesn’t trust anyone—especially anyone of the male persuasion. 
But Dr. Micah Fisher isn’t easily put aside. Micah has the perpetual desire to heal 
everyone of their problems, and for him Kenzie is a special project. In the  
aftermath of the San Francisco 1906 earthquake and fires, Micah and Kenzie 
come together to work with the injured and those just fighting to survive.  
However, just when Micah finally convinces Kenzie that he’s trustworthy and not 
like other men, Kenzie’s former fiancé comes back into the picture claiming he 
never left Kenzie—instead he was told she left him. What’s a girl to do?

2. What prompted you to write this particular story line?

I was doing a Bible study one day, and the theme was the lies Satan tells and why 
we are so easily deceived. One of the comments from the group was that when a 
person has already been taught to believe themselves unimportant and  
undeserving, it isn’t at all hard for Satan to keep that lie going in subtle ways. I 
wanted to show characters that had to battle with horrendous odds and 
problems, but at the same time find their way to a deeper personal understanding 
of who they were in Christ. Kenzie believes herself worthless. Her father wanted 
a son so badly that he even named her after his military commander, Merton 
Kenzie. What kind of name is that to strap on a pretty little girl? Kenzie grew up 
knowing she was a disappointment and believing she was undeserving of  
happiness because of that. When other situations arise that seem to confirm this, 
the fight goes out of her, as it does with us all. I wanted to show how God can 
take situations like that and use them to teach us that He doesn’t look at us with 
worldly eyes, but with eyes of love.

3. Was there anything special about the setting and time period?

I wanted to deal with the aftermath of the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco as 
well as the fires that destroyed its downtown. I wanted to show the greed and  
underhanded ways that corrupt people came in and tried to take over and push 
out minorities and the poor, and I wanted to show the people who fought for 
them. There are a few factual characters sprinkled throughout the series and book 
three, and at the end I share an author’s note to explain what happened 
 afterward.
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4. Do you feel you accomplished what you set out to do with this book and series?

I do. I think I could have easily carried the series on for at least another two or three books given all the 
details and information available to me. San Francisco was such an interesting place at that point in time. 
It was a big city in its own right, like Chicago or New York, and while it had political corruption and 
intrigue like other big cities, there was still a strong flavor of the Old West. I hope readers will take some 
time and explore the history for themselves.

5. What kind of spiritual theme did you want to share with the reader?

One theme is that everyone has value in the eyes of Jesus. There is also the ongoing spiritual theme of 
being light in darkness. My characters had to deal not only with the corruption and intrigue going on 
around them but also the elements and conditions that were completely out of their hands—like the  
earthquake. It’s really symbolic of what we each have to deal with in daily life and how we can get caught 
up in the muck and mess, or we can clean up our little corner of the world and make it better.

6. Is there anything else you’d like to share?

We live in a time when there is political unrest, racial strife and prejudices, and a general devaluing of 
human life. But it’s not new. It’s been going on since the beginning of time and will always be around us. 
However, we choose whether or not to let it come within us. This series, and this book in particular, is 
about choosing God’s way and trusting Him to bring us through, and that’s what I want for my readers, 
especially with all that is going on around us. I also want to thank them again for making this a  
bestselling series that has touched the lives of so many. God bless you all! Soli Deo Gloria!
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