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1. What was your inspiration for Holding the Fort? 

I’d already decided that I was going to set this series at Fort Reno, a historical site not far from 
my home, but there was a difficulty. Research revealed that there weren’t many single ladies 
visiting the fort, being how it was set in the middle of Indian Territory, so I had to come up with 
a compelling reason for Louisa Bell to get in the general proximity of Major Daniel Adams and 
stay there for a spell. 

Military man, a widower with children . . . sound familiar? Could it be my very own Sound of 
Music on the Prairie? But it needed a twist. What if Louisa Bell wasn’t intentionally coming to 
teach Major Adams’s children? What if she was mistaken for a governess, when she was really 
something very different? Something shocking? Something like a dance hall singer? The thought 
made me laugh, and that’s when I knew I had to write this story.

2. What were some of the challenges in writing this book? 

When writing about pioneers, or ranchers, or cowboys, there are a lot of details you have to 
research, but for the most part, those characters are their own bosses. If they feel like skipping 
dinner to stay out hunting, they will. If they want to sit up late and visit with their lady, no  
problem if she’s willing. 

Writing about fort life is very different. I had to research uniforms, ranks, schedules, and  
regulations. The men don’t even get to choose when they wake up and when they go to bed. 
Since Daniel is an officer, he has freedoms that the enlisted men don’t, but his home and family 
are situated in a very structured environment. There’s not a lot of room for error. On the other 
hand, having a regimented setting makes the perfect backdrop for an impulsive, imaginative 
performer—especially one as captivating as Miss Bell.

3. In one word, what’s your novel about? 

Authenticity. Lovely Lola Bell has always known who she was (a dance hall singer) and what she 
wanted out of life (to perform). After she loses her job at the Cat-Eye Saloon, she finds herself at 
Fort Reno being mistaken for the new governess. She doesn’t correct the mistake—after all, she 
needs work—but pretending to be something she’s not takes a toll on her. 

Being true to ourselves isn’t always an easy thing. There’s a complexity that catches Lola/Louisa 
unprepared. How much of her past should she reveal? What if she does need to change? What 
parts of her character does God want her to keep, and what part is He waiting to redeem? Louisa 
learns that being authentic isn’t as simple as it sounds.  

4. What’s next for readers? 

You’ll be surprised to hear that the next Fort Reno story is just around the corner. Bound and 
Determined is a novella in the collection Hearts Entwined. You remember that roustabout  
brother of Louisa’s? Well, Private Bradley Willis is in trouble again with one last chance to keep 
his commission. As punishment for his recklessness, Bradley is sent on an errand to help a 
retired cavalry officer move a herd across Indian Territory. No one told him the herd would be 
camels instead of cattle, or that the officer’s headstrong daughter, Ambrosia Herald, would be 
undermining the whole enterprise. He’s definitely been saddled with more than he’s bargained 
for.

Be looking for Bound and Determined in January 2018!
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