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1. What inspired you to make your heroine a singer? 

I’ve always been intrigued by songwriters. After listening to interviews, I realized that at 
least some of them almost think in music. Tunes and phrases run through their heads in 
a similar way to how an author sees something and thinks, What if? I wanted to explore 
that in a character. A woman who “sings” her life. Who has melodies in her head. I wish 
I was like that, and I’m not, so it was fun creating a character like that.

2.  Redeeming a gunslinger like Wax Mosby—that’s a tough job. Did you think it was 
risky to save such a hard character? 

I started out with the idea of having two characters so many worlds apart that getting 
them together was going to only be possible through “true love.” The old saying in  
writing a romance is, “If your hero is a firefighter, your heroine had darn well better be 
an arsonist.” So I took the most frightened, reclusive woman I could create and trapped 
her with a bold and dangerous man. And watched the fireworks. In the end, I loved and 
hurt for Wax and was glad to help him find his way back to the faith of his childhood.

3. Her Secret Song is book three in a trilogy. Does it stand alone? 

I think it stands alone very well, but if you’ve read the other books there are appearances 
by the earlier characters, and those will be extra fun if you’re familiar with books one 
and two, Aiming for Love and Woman of Sunlight.

4. Could three young girls really survive on a mountaintop alone all those years?

I think it would be possible. Those girls were well prepared to live on their own, and 
they had each other. My fundamental goal was to make them more than half-wild. Then 
I could explore if having no adult supervision for all those years made them strange, 
twisted versions of adults, or if they were more their true selves than someone who had 
been taught and molded by adults. It was fun to navigate that with each heroine.

5. What made you think of giving Ursula a hatchet? 

Ursula was very much the “mother” of her two little sisters. And of course, she was 
barely older than them. But she stayed to the house. She did the most of the cooking and 
cleaning, caring for their few animals, growing their meager garden. The other two girls 
kept more to the outside. Jo had her bow and arrow. Ilsa had her knife. I wanted Ursula 
to have a something too. I wanted her to be able to physically vent some of the  
confusion, anger, and fear that drove her, so I gave her a weapon. It made her feel  
stronger and more prepared for trouble, even if she didn’t have to chop anyone.
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