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1.  The Heart’s Charge is told from the point of view of four separate characters. What led 
you to expand the story in this way?

The Heart’s Charge is the second book in my Hanger’s Horsemen series. Four men 
comprise the famed Horsemen quartet, yet there are only three books slated for this series. 
That meant that two men needed to have their stories told within the same book. However, 
I didn’t want to skimp on either story. I wanted to create two robust love stories that 
intertwined into a single, seamless novel. Therefore, both Mark Wallace and Jonah Brooks 
have their own points of view, as do their ladies of interest, heroines Katherine Palmer and 
Eliza Southerland. I wanted to create an experience that felt to the readers like they were 
getting two stories for the price of one.

2.  Jonah Brooks and Eliza Southerland are characters of color. Did you find it challenging 
to write authentically from their points of view without sharing their diverse heritage?

When I first set out to write this book, I was hesitant to write from a point of view so 
different from my own. What a daunting task. How could I possibly create authentic voices 
for my characters when I had no idea what it was truly like to live inside Black skin? The 
truth is that I couldn’t. Not on my own, at least. So I brought in two amazing Black women 
to partner with me on the writing journey. Talented women who are writers and editors in 
the industry. They read my scenes, evaluated my characters, listened to my dialogue, and 
gave me amazing feedback that allowed me to correct false assumptions and dig deeper into 
what it meant to be a person of color in nineteenth-century Texas. While my story doesn’t 
center around the issue of racism, I didn’t want to whitewash history, either. Finding a 
balance was difficult, and while I’m sure my character portrayals are imperfect, my prayer is 
that they will demonstrate how people from diverse backgrounds and experiences can come 
together in friendship, mutual respect, and brother/sisterhood.

One of the best aspects of fiction, whether reading it or writing it, is the opportunity it 
provides to step inside another person’s mind and see things from a different perspective. 
This process helps build empathy inside us for people who are different from us, whose 
experiences are different from our own. It builds compassion and ideally helps us consider 
what backstory the people around us might be bringing into the moment when we cross 
their path. I am able to forgive a hero in a book for lashing out in anger when I know that 
he is emotionally wounded from a scarred childhood or recent betrayal. Shouldn’t I offer 
real people the same forgiveness and patience, recognizing that they, too, have a backstory of 
experiences that have shaped their attitudes and perceptions? 

Whether our differences can be seen in our skin tones or lie deeper beneath the surface, we 
are all on our own character arcs, working toward becoming better versions of ourselves. 
We should help each other toward fulfillment, not act as antagonists in the stories of those 
around us.
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3. As you researched the setting for your story, did anything spark a plot point for you?

It’s always a joy when I can visit my setting in person, especially if there are elements still standing today that were 
standing in my novel’s time frame. During my preliminary research, I discovered that the town of Kingsland, Texas, was 
established in a small section of land sandwiched between two rivers. The Colorado River lay to the east, and the Llano 
River came in from the west, curving around Kingsland almost completely before joining the Colorado. This created a 
very isolated community. People couldn’t go in or out without crossing a river. In fact, once the railroad came through 
in 1892, the bridge they built became a major form of pedestrian travel, despite the danger. Children would cross it to 
come to town for school. Travelers would leave horses tied on the Burnet County side before crossing the bridge into 
Kingsland to carry out their business. The bridge they crossed is still standing today, and there are no protective trestles 
or railings for pedestrians. In fact, I ran across stories of townsfolk who occasionally mistimed their crossings and had 
to climb down onto the support piers while a train passed. That kind of tidbit was just too juicy to ignore, so I knew I’d 
have to place one or more of my characters on that bridge and send a train barreling toward them. It became one of my 
favorite scenes of the book.

4.  The fictional Harmony House foundling home plays a major role in this story. What led you to populate your 
story with so many children?

As a mother of three, I have a soft spot in my heart for children, and I have a huge amount of respect for women who 
take active roles in providing for underprivileged children. Foster parents, adoptive parents, teachers, day-care workers, 
youth mentors, children’s ministers, and community outreach volunteers who sacrifice time and funds to provide not 
only the necessities of life for needy children, but education, emotional support, and mentorship. Nothing speaks the 
love of Christ more than someone who protects and provides for children.

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one 
of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 
—Mark 9:36-37

Eliza and Katherine run Harmony House with just such an aim, to protect and provide for children in need, regardless 
of their cultural heritage, disability, or scandalous past. Just as Christ’s love is for all, the love these ladies offer is 
unconditional, even for the stubborn railroad boys who don’t think they want it. 

Children have as much to teach as they do to learn, and I enjoyed highlighting that aspect as well. The streetwise 
railroad boys contributed as much to solving the mystery of the missing children as the Horsemen who headed up the 
investigation. And in the end, a pair of boys played a key role in saving the day. The old need the young just as much as 
the young need the old, and life is so much richer when we stop assuming that our perspective is the only right one and 
listen to and learn from the experiences of other generations.


