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1. What inspired you to choose the circus as a backdrop for your fifth novel?

I absolutely love the circus. I grew up in the shadows of the Ringling Bros. Circus where it 
originated in small-town Baraboo, WI, and where it wintered at the end of every circus season. 
Today, it’s still a place filled with circus memorabilia, a museum complete with an active Big Top, 
elephants, and a merry-go-round. The calliope strains echo in the valley throughout the  
summertime, and as a child I loved sitting on the riverbank, watching the elephants enjoy a 
summer afternoon bath. The circus is a deep part of my roots, so framing a story around its rich 
history was something I’d always dreamt of doing.

2. Are any of the historic buildings and locations mentioned in your novel real places?

Yes! In fact, the entire layout of the circus city in the novel is based on the original circus 
grounds of the Ringling Bros. My novel, of course, fictionalizes this as Bonaventure Circus. The 
train depot remains today as an abandoned building with bricked-in windows. The elephant 
house stands as well, and I’ve walked the training ring under its roof, reminiscing of those days 
long ago when it was filled with elephants, the smell of coal heating the building, and the  
pungent smell of manure. The circus grounds stretched over acre upon acre and encapsulated 
the train and its tracks. And yes, they did walk the elephants from the circus quarters to the 
downtown square for regular routine exercise.

3.  Your present-day heroine, Chandler Faulk, struggles with an autoimmune disease  
diagnosis and refers to it as Lyme disease. Why did you choose this malady for your heroine 
as opposed to one more well-known?

Honestly, I chose it because it’s something I’m extremely familiar with. I received a diagnosis 
of chronic Lyme disease a couple of years ago after a long struggle with non-epileptic seizures, 
bouts of complete loss of awareness, and chronic weakness. I poured many of my own personal 
struggles, both emotionally and physically, into Chandler’s journey.

4.  Some of your heroes are very unconventional. Your present-day hero, Hank Titus, has a 
history of growing up in the foster-care system, a criminal record, and isn’t what one might 
consider clean-cut. Where did the inspiration for Hank come from?

Hank was begging to be written. I have a weak spot for the gruff-and-rough hero. Hank’s story 
of delinquent teen years, his struggles with the law, and finding acceptance of himself was  
important to me, because we don’t all have pasts that include only small bruises. I was anxious 
to show an analogy of redemption in Hank, but also that redemption doesn’t necessarily smooth 
the rough edges.

5.  You’ve said you try to incorporate a spiritual theme in each of your stories. What’s the 
theme you drew on for Bonaventure Circus, and why?

Asking for help. It doesn’t seem like an obvious spiritual theme, but so often we bully through 
our trials, even our day-to-day troubles, with the pride of an “I’ve got this” attitude. We rarely do 
have it all together, and yet asking for help is insurmountable for many of us. Having someone 
fight on our behalf can be an amazing relief, not to mention a form of rescue that leaves us  
grappling to hold on to our rescuer. I wanted to show that seeking help, admitting our  
weaknesses, and allowing others to come alongside us is a form of humility and wisdom all 
rolled into one. Also, the important element that seeking and accepting help doesn’t mean that 
we’ve surrendered our strength. Sometimes reaching out for assistance is strength. I wanted to 
give a nod to the Scripture that states, “For when I am weak, then I am strong,” and emphasize 
the truth of our eternal Rescuer who will always fight on our behalf.
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