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1. How did you come up with the idea for Fire Storm?

I’d never written about a serial arsonist, but the concept intrigued me. Then, when  
discussing the idea with a friend, I discovered she knew a man who had served as a  
battalion chief for Clayton County Fire and Emergency Services in Georgia. When he 
said he was willing to help me with details, the decision was easy and I began working 
on Fire Storm.

2.  Your novels are a little edgy, yet you don’t seem to rely on graphic descriptions or 
gory details. Is this a challenge?

No. Just check out some old film noir movies. They are edgy, but they rely on the 
viewer’s imagination, not their gag reflex. They use strong writing and good acting. Try 
watching The Maltese Falcon, Double Indemnity, or Laura. They’re great suspense movies 
without any guts and gore. Maybe spilling buckets of blood interests some writers, but 
I’d rather my readers continue turning pages because of my story and my characters.

3. Kaely Quinn is a unique character. How did you come up with her?

I actually dreamt about her. When I woke up, I felt so driven to write her story. I called 
my editor and told her about the dream. I’m so thankful my editor allowed me to write 
the Kaely Quinn Profiler series. 

I’ve never worked with a character quite like Kaely before—the daughter of a serial killer 
who grows up to be a behavioral analyst for the FBI. She certainly comes with a boatload 
of emotional hang-ups!

4. Was writing about the FBI hard?

It was extremely tough. I’m so blessed to work with a retired FBI agent who actually 
worked in the BAU (Behavioral Analysis Unit). You would think that would make things 
easier. Uh, no. In my first drafts, I had so many things wrong. I actually rewrote the  
beginning of Mind Games, the first book in the series, three times because my FBI 
source told me my premise wouldn’t work. I’m sure I tried her patience more than once, 
but we got it done. I couldn’t have written the book without her.

5. What’s next for you?

Book three, Dead End, releases next year. I hope readers will enjoy it. Kaely will face her 
father and her past. I’ve tried to make this book suspenseful yet there are some  
emotional aspects to the story as well. Loose ends will be tied up in a way that will  
provide closure for those who are interested in Kaely’s difficult journey.  
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