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INTRODUCTION AND TIPS 
FOR STUDY GROUPS

Before beginning your personal or group study of What Every Chris-
tian Should Know: 10 Core Beliefs for Standing Strong in a Shifting 
World, please take time to read these introductory comments.

If you are working through the study on your own, you may want 
to adapt certain sections (for example, the icebreakers) and record 
your responses to the questions in this study guide or, if preferred, 
in a separate notebook. You might find it more enriching or moti-
vating to study with a partner with whom you can share answers 
or insights.

If you are leading a group, you may want to ask group members 
to read one chapter from the What Every Christian Should Know 
book and work through the corresponding questions in this study 
guide before each meeting. This isn’t always easy for busy adults, so 
encourage group members with occasional phone calls, emails, or 
texts between meetings. Help group members manage their time by 
pointing out that they can cover a few pages each day. Also encourage 
them to identify a regular time of the day or week they can devote 
to the study. They, too, may write their responses to the questions 
in this study guide or in a separate notebook.
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Each session in this study guide includes the following features:

• Session Topic—a brief statement summarizing the session.

• Icebreakers— activities to help group members get better ac-
quainted with the session topic and/or with one another.

• Group Discovery Questions— questions to encourage group 
participation or individual discovery.

• Personal Application Questions— an aid to applying the 
knowledge gained through study to personal living. (Note: 
these are important questions for group members to answer 
for themselves, even if they do not wish to discuss their re-
sponses in the meeting.)

• Optional Activities— supplemental applications that will en-
hance the study.

• Prayer Focus— suggestions for turning learning into prayer.

• Assignment— activities or preparation to complete prior to 
the next session.

Here are a few tips that can help you more effectively lead small 
group studies:

 1. Pray for each group member during the week. Ask the Lord 
to help you create an open atmosphere where everyone will 
feel free to share with one another.

 2. Ensure each group member has the What Every Chris-
tian Should Know book and study guide. Encourage each 
group member to bring his or her book, study guide, a pen 
or pencil, and a Bible to each session. This study is based 
on the New American Standard Bible (1995), but it is good 
to have several Bible translations on hand for purposes of 
comparison.
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 3. Start and end on time. This is especially important for the 
first meeting because it will set the pattern for the rest of the 
sessions.

 4. Begin each study session with prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to open hearts and minds and to give understanding so that 
truth will be applied.

 5. Involve everyone in the group discussion. As learners, we 
retain some of what we hear and see, but we remember much 
more of what we hear, see, and do.

 6. Promote a relaxed environment. If the group is meeting in 
person, arrange the chairs in a circle or semicircle. This al-
lows eye contact among members and encourages dynamic 
discussion. Be relaxed in your attitude and manner, and be 
willing to share with the group.
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1
GOD’S WORD

Session Topic: Does the Bible really claim to be God’s Word? 
How can it be God’s Word if it was written by human be-
ings? Can we trust the Bible’s claims and promises? This 
chapter will unlock truths about the Bible that will guide you 
in studying and growing from God’s Word.
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Icebreakers (Choose One)

 1. If you could ask God any question about the Bible, what 
would you ask Him and why?

 2. Select a few volunteers to play the telephone game— one per-
son whispers a message to the second person, who whispers 
it to the third person, and so forth to the end of the line. 
How did the final message differ from the original one? What 
are some things you could do to ensure the message stays 
consistent when communicated from person to person?
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Group Discovery Questions

 1. Discuss the author’s statement: “The answers the Bible pro-
vides are not only important but, for every person in the 
entire world, they are literally the difference between life and 
death.” Do you agree or disagree? Explain your answer.

 2. The author describes the Bible as “the basis of every theo-
logical claim in the structure of Christianity.” In what ways 
does the Bible support every other Christian belief?

 3. Read 2 Timothy 3:16. What do you learn from this verse 
about Scripture and its power to work in our lives?

 4. Read 2 Peter 1:21. What does this verse reveal about how fal-
lible people were able to produce an infallible Bible?
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 5. Which of the four evidences of the Bible’s trustworthiness 
described in this chapter (dates of New Testament books, 
earliest reactions to the message, fulfilled prophecies, and 
archaeological discoveries) do you think is the strongest 
and why?

 6. There are at least sixty- one prophecies in the Old Testament 
concerning the expected Messiah that were fulfilled by Jesus 
Christ. Read the following verses and discuss what these 
prophecies reveal about Jesus: Micah 5:2, Isaiah 7:14, Psalm 
22:16, and Isaiah 53:9. What did you learn from this chapter 
about the significance of Jesus fulfilling all sixty- one biblical 
prophecies of the Messiah?

 7. Read Hebrews 4:12. According to this verse, what makes the 
Bible different from other historical documents?
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Personal Application Questions

 1. Why does theology matter? And what real difference does it 
make in your life today? What do you hope to gain from your 
study of this book? Be as specific as you can.

 2. Do you think Christians tend to view the Bible primarily as 
a source of knowledge, a source of personal transformation, 
or both? How do you tend to view it? Explain your answer.

 3. Look up the word inerrant in a dictionary and write the defi-
nition in the space provided. Why do you think it is impor-
tant that the Bible is inerrant?

 4. Read Psalm 32:8 and Psalm 119:105. What do these verses 
teach about the Bible’s ability to guide us? In what ways have 
you experienced the transforming power of Scripture in your 
own life?
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 5. The author stated, “God can lead believers today through 
prayer, circumstances, wise counsel, and even our desires.” 
Have you ever been led by God in one of these ways? How 
did that guidance line up with Scripture?

 6. Read Jeremiah 1:12. What encouragement does this verse 
give you regarding things in your life that seem to be out of 
control?

 7. The wisest thing you can do is commit to studying the Bible 
and applying its wisdom to your life. What does your current 
study of the Word look like (e.g., time of day, place, method 
of study)? In what ways would you like to deepen your study 
of Scripture? Be as specific as you can.
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Optional Activities

 1. Break into small groups and ask group members to share the 
various ways they study the Bible. (Ideas include Bible apps 
on smartphones, podcasts, study guides, devotionals, and so 
forth.) What ideas can you implement in your own personal 
study of the Bible?

 2. Make a specific plan to study your Bible this week, and ask 
someone to hold you accountable.
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Prayer Focus

Thank God for giving us His Word, which is the basis of all Christian 
beliefs and filled with truths that change lives. Ask Him to reveal 
truths to you and use His Word like a scalpel to heal you. Commit 
to studying His Word regularly.
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Assignment

 1. Memorize Isaiah 40:8: “The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God stands forever.”

 2. Read chapter 2 of the What Every Christian Should Know 
book and work through the corresponding study.
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