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INTRODUCTION
Why Theology Matters

Theology isn’t what you’d call an attention- grabbing word. 
If you’re like most people, you probably don’t lean in when 
you hear somebody mention it in conversation. And if you 
do respond to the word theology, you might do so in one of 
several ways.

Perhaps, like a lot of Christians, you respond with indif-
ference. You treat theology the way you treat legal advice, 
plumbing issues, and auto repair: as something best left to 
professionals. If an emergency arises and you need a quick 
answer to a question about premillennialism, you figure you 
can talk to your pastor.

Maybe you react with annoyance. Theology seems like 
a needless complication of what should be a simple faith.

Perhaps you react with zealous intensity. You treat each 
tenet of Christian theology as a purity test, a way of deter-
mining who’s with you and who’s against you.

Or maybe you react with a sense of embarrassment. You 
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avoid talking about theology because you’re afraid your faith 
will be exposed as shallow.

All of these, and more, are understandable and relatable 
reactions to the subject of theology. And this book aims to 
change every one of them.

In the pages that follow, you’ll learn ten core beliefs of 
Christianity. We can think of these ten principles as pillars, 
the support structures on which our faith is built. But these 
are no ordinary pillars. They stand strong and immovable, 
even when the ground under us starts to give way.

The House of Christianity
Let me illustrate what I mean by the pillars of Christianity. 
Imagine for a moment that Christianity is a massive house 
with many rooms and architectural features. Now picture in 
your mind’s eye that this house, like the Lincoln Memorial 
and other famous structures, is surrounded by magnificent, 
stately columns— or pillars.

In our imaginary house of Christianity, these ten pillars 
represent the core tenets of Christian theology. Together, 
they form the supports on which the entire house rests. With-
out these pillars, the house would collapse.

Within the boundaries of this house, God provides every-
thing we need for spiritual nourishment and growth. We can 
find the fruit of the Spirit and a deeper understanding of 
God’s Word there.

Within the boundaries of this house, God offers shelter 
and protection. When difficulties arise, tragedy strikes, or 
doubts occur, we can take refuge and find comfort, healing, 
and reassurance.
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Within the boundaries of this house, God surrounds us 
with allies. These people worship with us, affirm us, and 
challenge us. They provide for us and look to us to provide 
for them.

In this house, there are countless ways to enjoy life with 
God and others. But if we venture beyond the structure sup-
ported by the ten pillars, we are no longer in the house. 
That’s why it’s essential to recognize them.

The borders of Christian theology aren’t intended to re-
strict us or keep others out. They’re meant to outline the 
area in which we can thrive in our understanding of God’s 
Word, grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ, and fulfill 
the purposes for which we were created.

Practically Speaking
Why does theology matter? And what real difference does it 
make in our lives today?

We have to correct the mistaken idea that theology is help-
ful only in doctoral dissertations or debates in seminary cof-
fee shops. The core beliefs of Christianity affect every part 
of our lives. These foundational principles have practical 
applications in our families, our friendships, our careers, 
our priorities, and our self- images. They shape the way we 
understand and interact with the world around us.

Here’s a preview of some of the practical issues we’ll ad-
dress in the chapters that follow.

God’s Word
Does the Bible really claim to be God’s Word? How can 

it be God’s Word if it was written by human beings? Can 
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we trust the Bible’s claims and promises? This chapter will 
unlock truths about the Bible that will guide you in studying 
and growing from God’s Word.

God the Father
How has God revealed Himself to us? What does it mean 

that He is holy, all- powerful, and immanent? How can we 
communicate with Him? This chapter will explore the char-
acter of God the Father and help you strengthen your rela-
tionship with Him.

God the Son
What did Jesus do before He came to earth? How did 

He reveal the nature of God? Why is it important that He 
experienced the same kinds of temptation, conflict, and suf-
fering we do? This chapter answers difficult questions about 
Jesus’s life, teachings, sacrifice, and return.

God the Holy Spirit
What does it mean that the Holy Spirit dwells in believers? 

How can we grow the fruit of the Spirit in our lives? What 
are some of the spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit has given us? 
This chapter reveals the extraordinary things the Holy Spirit 
can do in and through us, if we allow Him to.

Angels and Demons
What are angels, and what role do they play in God’s plan? 

What strategies does Satan use against us? How can we de-
fend ourselves against demonic forces? This chapter shines a 
light on the spiritual battle raging all around us and provides 
a battle plan for defeating our invisible enemy.
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Humanity and Sin
What was God’s original plan for His human creation? 

Why did God give us free will? How does sin affect our re-
lationship with God? This chapter shows us how to reclaim 
what God originally intended for us.

Salvation
Why do we need to be saved? Why did God demand a 

perfect sacrifice for sin? How should we respond to people 
who say it’s intolerant to claim that there is only one way 
to heaven? This chapter helps us grasp the difficult issue of 
exclusivity that lies at the heart of God’s plan of salvation.

The Church
Why is worship important in our relationship with God? 

How does fellowship with other Christians affect our spiri-
tual health? What does it mean to be part of the body of 
Christ? This chapter reveals the vital role the church plays 
in our lives— and the vital role we play in the church.

Future Things
How should we interpret biblical prophecies about the 

future? What difference do these prophecies make in our 
daily walk with Christ? When will God judge evil once and 
for all? This chapter reveals God’s final plan for the world 
and offers a glimpse of what awaits us in eternity.

Christlikeness
What is God’s plan for our lives? What role does the Holy 

Spirit play in helping us say no to sin? How can we develop 
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the attitudes and characteristics of Christ? This chapter pro-
vides practical strategies to become more like Christ and live 
in freedom and victory.

Exclusively Inclusive
Before we dive into our study of these ten core beliefs, let 
me address a question you may be asking: “Do we still need 
these ten foundational teachings of Christianity? I mean, 
things have changed a lot in the past two thousand years, 
and people are offended by some Christian beliefs. Can’t we 
just all get along and believe anything we want to believe?”

I understand why the idea of inclusiveness is extremely 
popular in our culture today. Inclusiveness invites everyone 
to the party and makes everyone feel equally welcomed. In-
clusiveness says, “Whatever you believe is fine, as long as it 
doesn’t offend anyone. If you validate my truth, I’ll validate 
yours, and we can all walk away feeling validated.”

At first glance, the core beliefs of Christianity appear to 
pop the balloons and tear down the streamers of the inclu-
siveness party. At the core of the tenet of God the Son lie 
these words of Jesus: “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). 
It’s hard to imagine a more exclusive sentence.

Yet bound tightly to that sentence is another statement 
by Jesus: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life” (3:16). It’s hard to imagine a 
more inclusive word than “whoever.” God desires to include 
everyone in His family, but He wants us to know there is only 
one way for that to happen.
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You see, the core beliefs of Christianity run much deeper 
than the ideas of inclusiveness and exclusiveness. They deal 
with the very notion of truth. They acknowledge the reality 
that not all so-called truths are equally valid. They elevate 
God’s truth, as presented in His Word. They build a com-
pelling case for the Christian faith. And in a world that is 
constantly shifting and growing increasingly hostile to Chris-
tianity, these ten pillars offer us something solid, something 
reliable, and something that remains stable throughout shift-
ing cultural trends and social upheavals.

A Final Challenge
So why should you read this book about Christian theology? 
The exploration of the ten core beliefs in this book isn’t 
prep work for some graduate- level theology exam. It isn’t 
a vocabulary- building exercise to help you impress your 
Bible study group with words like omnipotent and pre-
tribulation. Theology isn’t academic, and it isn’t religious 
busywork.

This book is for people who . . .

• long for a deeper relationship with God.

• dare to ask, “Why?”

• bristle at Christian clichés.

• struggle to live like Jesus.

• aren’t sure how to respond to our culture’s shifting 
ideas of truth.

• desire to help other believers who are struggling with 
their faith.

_Jeffress_WhatEveryChristianShouldKnow_LS_wo.indd   19_Jeffress_WhatEveryChristianShouldKnow_LS_wo.indd   19 7/25/22   4:30 PM7/25/22   4:30 PM

Dr. Robert Jeffress, What Every Christian Should Know 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2022. Used by permission.



20

Introduction

• want to know how to talk with friends and loved 
ones who are not believers.

• embrace the challenge of 1 Peter 3:15 to “always [be] 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in you.”

If any of these descriptions fit your profile, I encourage 
you to read on. Accept God’s invitation to “taste and see 
that the Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8).
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1
GOD’S WORD

A few years ago, former FBI agent Joe Koenig pub-
lished a book called Getting the Truth: “I Am D. B. 
Cooper,” in which he claimed to have uncovered 

the identity of the notorious skyjacker who captured head-
lines in 1971 and the imaginations of mystery lovers ever 
since.

On November 24, 1971, during a flight from Portland to 
Seattle, a passenger using the alias “Dan Cooper” told a 
flight attendant he had a bomb. He demanded $200,000 and 
four parachutes. When the plane landed in Seattle, authori-
ties delivered the money and parachutes. Cooper released 
the other passengers and ordered the plane to take off again. 
Somewhere over southwestern Washington, he parachuted 
out of the plane with the money and was never seen again.

Nine years later, almost $6,000 of the ransom money 
was discovered along the banks of the Columbia River. And 
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though the FBI investigated for forty- five years, no trace of 
the man known as D. B. Cooper has been found. Yet his no-
toriety endures. Today, you can listen to dozens of podcasts 
dedicated to the case.

Understandably, Joe Koenig’s book caused quite a stir. 
Based on years of investigation, Koenig identified a Detroit- 
area man named Walter Reca as the real D. B. Cooper.1

Koenig’s book is an enjoyable read. It presents a compel-
ling case for its claims. Yet it’s nothing more than a pleasant 
diversion for armchair detectives and true- crime junkies— 
because, ultimately, there’s very little at stake in it. Walter 
Reca died in 2014, so there’s no one to punish and no justice 
to be meted out.

I can’t say whether Joe Koenig’s conclusion about Walter 
Reca is reliable or not. But there’s not much riding on its 
trustworthiness. The answer his book provides isn’t provable. 
Nor is it very important— just an interesting piece of trivia, 
a fascinating tidbit to share at dinner parties.

On the other hand, the book we call the Bible is anything 
but trivial. It claims to be transformational. And unlike in 
Koenig’s book, the answers the Bible provides are not only 
important but, for every person in the entire world, they are 
literally the difference between life and death.

The Bible Tells Me So
A book about the core beliefs of Christianity must begin 
with God’s Word. If we picture these beliefs as ten pillars, 
then God’s Word is the first pillar we must look at, because 
it is the one that informs us about the other nine.

The nine core beliefs that follow will involve some extra-
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ordinary claims— claims far more consequential and pro-
found than anything Joe Koenig ever proposed. And each of 
these claims invites a simple yet essential question:

God the Father is omniscient; He knows everything.
Says who?

After His crucifixion, Jesus rose from the dead.
Says who?

Everyone who believes in Jesus will have eternal life.
Says who?

In each case, the answer is God’s Word. Or, to put it more 
musically, “The Bible tells me so.”2 Virtually everything we 
know about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, angels and demons, 
humanity and sin, salvation, the church, future things, and 
Christlikeness is found in God’s Word. It’s the basis of every 
theological claim of Christianity. It’s also the source of per-
sonal transformation. Properly understood, the Bible changes 
our lives.

In architectural terms, God’s Word is a load- bearing pil-
lar. If even one area of the Bible is unsound, if there are any 
cracks in its makeup, the entire structure becomes suspect. 
So our first order of business is to test the strength and in-
tegrity of Scripture. Can we trust God’s Word to hold up 
our Christian beliefs? Is it something we can put our faith 
in? Is the Bible true?

Why We Can Trust the Bible
If you’re like most people, you probably have some ques-
tions about the Bible. You may be wondering, “What proof 
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do we have that the events in the Bible actually happened?” 
Or, “What about all the errors and contradictions in the 
Bible?”

Answering these questions requires a deep dive into what 
makes the Bible unique and sets it apart from every other 
book, including religious texts, such as the Qur’an and the 
Book of Mormon, that also claim to be the Word of God.

Let’s start by looking at three reasons we can trust the 
Bible.

The Bible Is Inspired
Thomas Edison famously said, “Genius is one percent in-

spiration and ninety- nine percent perspiration.”3 The apostle 
Peter famously said the Bible is 100 percent inspiration. Ac-
tually, what he said was, “No prophecy [of Scripture] was 
ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Pet. 1:21).

Peter and the other Bible writers didn’t think, What this 
world really needs is a Bible, and we’re just the people to cre-
ate it. Instead, they wrote as they were prompted by God— as 
they were “moved by the Holy Spirit.” The human writers 
never initiated the writing of Scripture. They were com-
pletely dependent on the Lord’s inspiration.

Inspiration, in this context, refers to the supernatural 
process God used to communicate His message through 
human beings without error. As 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us, “All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.” The 
Greek word translated as “inspired” literally means “God- 
breathed,” and it illustrates the direct manner in which God 
worked. God spoke the universe into existence in Genesis 1, 
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and He breathed the Bible into existence in the minds of 
those who wrote it.

God originated the message in every word of the Bible. He 
poured that message through the personalities of the writers. 
He used the emotional outbursts of King David, the angry 
rebukes of Moses, and the systematic reasoning of Paul to 
deliver His message. The message was recognizably God’s, 
while the writing styles were recognizably the authors’.

God’s guiding hand prevented the original writers from 
making any mistakes when they penned the words of Scrip-
ture. That’s how fallible people were able to produce an 
infallible Bible.

Some passages, such as the Ten Commandments in Exodus 
20 and the messages to the seven churches in Revelation 2–3, 
contain God’s direct dictation. God said, “Write these words,” 
and the writers obeyed. Other passages, such as the Genesis 
account of creation, involve God revealing truths the writ-
ers had no way of knowing. However, most of the Bible was 
composed by the writers under the Holy Spirit’s guidance.

The theological belief that every Bible writer was super-
naturally inspired and directed by God is bolstered by the 
second of the Bible’s unique features: its unity.

The Bible Is Unified
If you’ve ever had to do a group project, you know how 

challenging it can be to get a roomful of people with diverse 
personalities and experiences to complete a single assign-
ment. Imagine having to do a group project with forty people 
from all over the world, before the invention of the internet, 
over the span of fifteen hundred years! How do you think 
that project would turn out?
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The Bible is the most successful group project in history— 
one that was directed by God Himself. More than forty 
people wrote the various books of Scripture over a period of 
fifteen hundred years. Moses, the first named writer, began 
work on the first five books of the Old Testament around 
1440 BC. The apostle John wrote the last book of the Bible 
around AD 95.

The forty- some people who recorded and composed God’s 
message were a diverse lot. Moses was a political leader. 
David was a shepherd. Solomon was a king. Luke was a doc-
tor. Paul was a rabbi. Peter was a fisherman. Each writer had 
his own personality, his own perspective on the world, and his 
own peculiarities.

This diverse cast of characters composed the Bible in a 
variety of locations spread out across some two thousand 
miles, from Babylon to Jerusalem to Rome. Scripture was 
written in settings that included deserts, cities, and dun-
geons. The writers didn’t even stick to one literary style. 
They wrote history, law, poetry, allegory, biography, personal 
correspondence, prophecy, and apocalyptic literature.

With so many moving pieces and so many variables fac-
toring into its creation, there’s no earthly reason for the 
Bible to function as one organic book—a unified whole far 
greater than the sum of its parts. Yet it does. The ties that 
bind the Bible’s parts together are unmistakable. The themes 
of sin and redemption, justice and grace, faith and forgive-
ness begin in Genesis and weave their way through the entire 
narrative, all the way to the end of Revelation.

The only explanation for such unity in a book that was 
composed under such varied circumstances is that a divine 
Author oversaw the final product.
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As with inspiration, the unity of the Bible gives us reason 
to trust its integrity. Yet the fact remains that human beings 
were involved in creating God’s Word. For better or worse, 
these forty people were a lot like us— well- intentioned but 
mistake- prone. So how do we explain Christianity’s core 
belief that the Bible is inerrant?

The Bible Is Inerrant
Critics argue that the Bible doesn’t claim to be the inerrant 

Word of God. They suggest that modern- era fundamen-
talists came up with the concept of inerrancy as a way of 
promoting conservatism.

The Bible, on the other hand, makes a different claim. 
Hundreds of Old Testament passages contain a variation 
of the phrase, “The Lord said,” including these:

• “Then God spoke all these words” (Exod. 20:1).

• “Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; for the Lord 
speaks” (Isa. 1:2).

• “The words of Jeremiah . . . to whom the word of 
the Lord came” (Jer. 1:1–2).

Psalm 95:7 contains the words, “Today, if you would hear 
His voice.” The human writer of these words isn’t identified 
in the psalm. But nearly a thousand years later, the writer 
of Hebrews in the New Testament identified the author of 
Psalm 95 as the Holy Spirit: “Therefore, just as the Holy 
Spirit says, ‘Today if you hear His voice’” (Heb. 3:7).

Jesus believed in the inspiration and inerrancy of the Old 
Testament. He affirmed the Genesis account of creation and 
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God’s blueprint for marriage (Matt. 19:4–6). He used the 
story of Jonah to illustrate His resurrection (12:39–40). He 
linked His second coming with Noah’s building of the ark 
(24:37–39). Jesus’s confidence in the Old Testament extended 
beyond stories and individual words to include even the let-
ters and strokes that make up each word (5:17–18).

Some New Testament writers referred to their contem-
poraries’ works as “Scripture.” For example, in defending 
his call to pay those who preach, Paul wrote, “The Scripture 
says, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,’ and 

WHO ELSE BELIEVED IN THE 
BIBLE’S INERRANCY?
Belief in the inerrancy of Scripture continued after the 
New Testament was written.

 E Irenaeus, speaking for the ancient Greek church, 
wrote, “The Scriptures are indeed perfect, since 
they were spoken by the Word of God and His 
spirit.”4

 E Augustine, representing the Western church, said, 
“The canonical writings are free from error.”5

 E Martin Luther, the leader of the Protestant Ref-
ormation, declared, “Holy Scriptures cannot err.”6

 E John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, con-
cluded, “If there be one falsehood in that book, it 
did not come from the God of truth.”7

The testimony of these church leaders provides com-
pelling evidence that the inerrancy of Scripture was 
widely believed during early church history.8
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‘The laborer is worthy of his wages’” (1 Tim. 5:18). The first 
quote is from Deuteronomy 25:4, which was written almost 
fifteen hundred years earlier. The second quote is from Luke 
10:7, which was written only a few years before Paul’s letter. 
Yet both were Scripture, as far as Paul was concerned.

The apostle Peter returned the favor in 2 Peter 3:15–16, 
where he referred to the letters of  Paul as part of  “the 
Scriptures.”

I like the way my mentor and seminary professor Dr. 
Charles Ryrie put it: “The Bible tells the truth.”9 Needless 
to say, anything that claims to tell “the truth” is going to get 
strong pushback. After all, there’s no way to prove conclu-
sively that the Bible is God’s inspired and inerrant Word, 
just as there’s no way to prove conclusively that God exists. 
Therefore, the evidence we offer in support of the Bible’s 
inerrancy must be compelling.

Evidence for the Trustworthiness of the Bible
The body of evidence supporting Scripture’s trustworthiness 
is large and convincing. Let’s take a look at four specific areas.

Evidence #1: The Dates of the New Testament 
Books

Most of the New Testament was written between AD 40 
and 65. Scholars reached that conclusion because none of the 
books mentions the destruction of the Jerusalem temple— 
one of the most momentous events in Jewish history— which 
occurred in AD 70.

The Gospel of Mark, the earliest of the New Testament 
books, was written only a few years after Jesus’s death and 
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resurrection. This timeline is important because it was too 
soon for myths to have worked their way into the New Tes-
tament narrative.

Plenty of witnesses to the ministry of Jesus were still alive 
when the New Testament writers put pen to papyrus. Jesus’s 
words were still fresh in the minds of His followers. If Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, James, Peter, Jude, or the 
writer of Hebrews had said anything that misrepresented 
Jesus or His message, there were thousands of people who 
could have called out their lies, exaggerations, or mistakes. 
Yet there’s no evidence in history of any such reaction. Es-
sentially, thousands of would- be critics with firsthand knowl-
edge of these events heard or read the words of the New 
Testament and said, “Yeah, that sounds right.”

Evidence #2: The Earliest Reactions to the Message
One of the strongest arguments for the truthfulness of the 

Bible— especially the New Testament— is that its message 
was embraced quickly by the early followers of Christianity. 
The New Testament writers, the majority of whom were 
devout Jews, replaced basic tenets of Judaism with new be-
liefs. They abandoned the sacrificial system that had been 
in place for fourteen hundred years. They changed their day 
of worship to the first day of the week. They replaced cir-
cumcision as the sign of faith with baptism. They relegated 
the law of Moses to a shadow of the newer revelation from 
Jesus Christ (Col. 2:17).

This dramatic shift in beliefs and practices wasn’t lim-
ited to the New Testament writers. Almost overnight, thou-
sands of Jews radically altered their most cherished religious 
convictions and embraced a new spiritual paradigm. The 
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“overnight” event that spurred this shift was the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.

The actions of Jesus’s disciples testify to the truth of their 
resurrection claims. While religious zealots throughout his-
tory have died for false beliefs they thought were true, no ra-
tional person would die for a belief he or she knew was a lie.

The disciples were willing to endure imprisonment, tor-
ture, and death rather than recant their testimony that they 
had seen Jesus Christ in His resurrected body. Surely one of 
those eleven men would have broken under such pressure and 
revealed the truth if the disciples had conspired to perpetrate 
a myth. Instead, the disciples maintained their story until the 
very end. The reality of Christ’s resurrection was embraced 
so quickly by so many people that, in three hundred years, 
the faith of those eleven men effectively toppled the Roman 
Empire. Such is the power of a truthful message.

Evidence #3: Fulfilled Prophecies
One of the strongest arguments for the credibility of the 

Bible is fulfilled prophecies of Scripture. Detailed predictions 
about specific individuals, nations, and events were foretold 
hundreds of years before they occurred, and their fulfillments 
have been historically verified.

For example, in about 700 BC, the prophet Isaiah pre-
dicted that Babylon—a relatively minor player on the world 
scene at the time— would conquer Judah and take its people 
captive (Isa. 39:5–6). His prediction came true in 586 BC 
when Babylon prevailed over Judah. Isaiah also predicted 
that Babylon would be conquered by another nation (21:9).

What’s more, the prophet identified by name the king 
who would allow the people of Judah to return from exile 

_Jeffress_WhatEveryChristianShouldKnow_LS_wo.indd   31_Jeffress_WhatEveryChristianShouldKnow_LS_wo.indd   31 7/25/22   4:30 PM7/25/22   4:30 PM

Dr. Robert Jeffress, What Every Christian Should Know 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2022. Used by permission.



What Every Christian Should Know

32

in Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem. Isaiah 44:28 refers to Cyrus 
as the king of Persia— one hundred years before Cyrus was 
born! History tells us that Cyrus, king of Persia, conquered 
Babylon in 539 BC. In 538 BC, King Cyrus decreed that the 
Israelites could return to their homeland, just as Isaiah had 
predicted 150 years earlier.

The New Testament reveals even more amazing examples 
of fulfilled prophecies, all centered on Jesus Christ. There are 
at least sixty- one prophecies in the Old Testament concern-
ing the Messiah that were fulfilled by Jesus Christ. These 

WHAT ARE THE ODDS?
The mathematical probability that one man in history 
could fulfill all sixty- one biblical prophecies of the Mes-
siah is so astronomical it can’t be computed. So one 
mathematician cut the number to just eight prophecies. 
He calculated the probability of one man in history 
fulfilling eight specific prophecies as 1 in 1017. That’s a 1 
followed by 17 zeros.

Imagine covering the state of Texas in silver dollars 
two feet deep. On one of those silver dollars, you draw 
an X. You blindfold a person and let her roam the entire 
Lone Star State until she reaches down and picks up 
one silver dollar. The odds that she would choose the 
one with the X on it is roughly 1 in 1017— the same odds 
of one man fulfilling just eight Old Testament prophe-
cies of the Messiah.10

Jesus’s fulfilling all sixty- one prophecies cannot be 
chalked up to coincidence— or anything other than nearly 
irrefutable evidence of the Bible’s truthfulness.
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prophecies, made hundreds of years before the fact, include 
the place of Jesus’s birth (Mic. 5:2), the time of His birth 
(Dan. 9:25), the manner of His birth (Isa. 7:14), the man-
ner of His death (Ps. 22:16), and His burial in a rich man’s 
tomb (Isa. 53:9).

Evidence #4: Archaeological Discoveries
There was a time when archaeology was seen as a real- 

world audit of the Bible’s claims. Critics asked, “If the Bible 
is true, then why is there no evidence in the historical record 
of David or Solomon, Israel’s two greatest kings? Or the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah? Or the walls of Jericho?”

They pointed to names that appeared only in Scripture 
and nowhere else in archaeology— names like Ashpenaz, 
from the book of Daniel; the Hittites, an Old Testament 
tribe; and Pontius Pilate, the governor who turned Jesus over 
for crucifixion— as reasons to question the Bible’s veracity.

But a funny thing happened on the way to declaring the 
Bible historically unreliable. Several funny things, in fact. An 
inscription dating from the ninth century BC was discovered. 
This inscription referred to the house of David and to the 
king of Israel. An excavation in Megiddo, one of Solomon’s 
five chariot cities according to the Old Testament, uncovered 
thousands of chariot stalls.

Clay tablets dating back to 2500 BC were discovered in 
northern Syria. These tablets mentioned the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, as well as major earthquake activity in the 
region. An excavation of the city of Jericho revealed evidence 
of a sudden collapse of the walls that protected the city.

A brick containing the name Ashpenaz was found in the 
ruins of ancient Babylon. Tablets describing the ancient 
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Hittites were found by a German professor. An inscription 
found on a stone slab in Caesarea named Pontius Pilate as 
a Roman governor.

The list of other archaeological confirmations of biblical 
names, events, and locations could fill the rest of this book. 
And while such discoveries cannot prove the Bible is true, 
it’s important to note there has never been any discovery 
that has disproved any name, event, or location in the Bible.

Can We Trust the Bible We Have Today?
Even if we concede that God inspired the Bible writers and 
made sure their words were inerrant, we still can’t say for 
sure that the Bible we have today is trustworthy. Technically 
speaking, the inspiration and inerrancy apply only to the 
original manuscripts. The problem is, those original manu-
scripts vanished long ago into the mists of history.

The Bible we have today is a copy of a copy of a copy . . . 
and so on. Scribes and scholars throughout history trans-
lated the original manuscripts into various languages and 
laboriously reprinted them by hand, word for word. When 
the original manuscripts were lost, other scribes and scholars 
reprinted the copies. And so on.

But did these copies maintain the inspiration and iner-
rancy of the originals? Can we be sure the copyists didn’t 
make mistakes? How do we know that the Bible we have 
today is reliable?

Are the Copies of the Bible Accurate?
In answering these questions, we need to consider the 

number of ancient manuscripts, of both the Old and New 
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Testaments, that are available to us. Most ancient literary 
works have very few manuscripts to support their authen-
ticity. There are only seven manuscripts for Plato, ten for 
Caesar’s Gallic Wars, and twenty for the historian Tacitus. 
By comparison, there are over ten thousand manuscripts for 
the Old Testament.

The most significant of these are the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
which were discovered by a Bedouin herdsman in 1947. The 
scrolls were sealed in clay jars and hidden in a cave. Written 
around 100 BC, they include a complete copy of the book 
of Isaiah and fragments of almost every other book of the 
Old Testament.

Before the scrolls were discovered, the oldest known copy 
of the Old Testament was dated around AD 900— nearly 
one thousand years after the Dead Sea Scrolls were written. 
The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls gave scholars an op-
portunity to compare copies of the Old Testament that had 
been created nearly a millennium apart.

Have you ever played the telephone game? A handful of 
people stand in a line. The first person whispers a message 
to the second person, who then whispers it to the third per-
son, and so on to the end of the line. The result is usually 
surprising— and often funny. A simple message such as “The 
quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog” gets twisted into 
something unrecognizable (“He quickly thought of ladies”).

In a sense, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls set the 
stage for the end of a thousand- year- long written version of 
the telephone game. Scholars would get to see how the words 
of Isaiah had changed— perhaps even unrecognizably— over 
a millennium. The circumstances were ripe to expose the 
unreliability of Bible copyists.
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Instead, the scrolls testified to the painstaking accuracy 
of the copyists. Scholars discovered that 95 percent of the 
words in the text written in AD 900 matched their coun-
terparts written in 100 BC. The text of Isaiah 53 offers a 
telling look at the phenomenal accuracy of the Bible copies. 
Of the 166 words that comprise Isaiah 53, scholars found 
only seventeen letters in question. Ten of those were simply 
spelling differences. Four letters were related to minor issues 
like conjunctions. The three remaining letters in question 
spelled the word light, which is found in verse 11. This one 
questionable word does not alter in any significant way the 
meaning of the text. After one thousand years of copying 
166 words, only one word was in question— and that word 
was insignificant to the meaning of the text.

The manuscript support for the New Testament is even 
more overwhelming. Without a doubt, the books of the New 
Testament were the most frequently copied of any books 
of antiquity. Today, we have nearly twenty- five thousand 
copies of portions of the New Testament. Contrast that 
to Homer’s Iliad, which is next in terms of the number of 
available manuscripts, with 643 copies. There is more— and 
earlier— manuscript support for Jesus Christ in the Gospels 
than for any other figure in the ancient world, including 
Julius Caesar and Alexander the Great.

The amount of time between the original books of the 
New Testament and the earliest existing copies is only 
several hundred years. Although that sounds like a long 
time, it isn’t when compared to other works of literature. 
The oldest manuscripts of  most classical Greek authors 
are dated more than one thousand years after the author’s  
death.
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Most importantly, these manuscripts reveal how accu-
rately the New Testament was transmitted throughout the 
centuries. The Greek New Testament contains about twenty 
thousand lines of text. Only about forty lines are in question 
because of variations among the manuscripts. That amounts 
to one page in the two- hundred- page Greek New Testament.

Are the Right Books in the Bible?
God didn’t announce that He was creating an Old Testa-

ment and then recruit authors to write books one through 
thirty- nine. He didn’t negotiate a five- book deal with Moses. 
He didn’t tell Nehemiah, “I’m going to slot you between Ezra 
and Esther.” He didn’t reject the first drafts of Obadiah and 
Nahum for being too long and say, “I already have enough 
major prophets! What I need are some minor prophets!”

Likewise, the Gospel writers of  the New Testament 
weren’t angling to get their biographies attached to the Old 
Testament. Paul, Peter, and John never stopped in the mid-
dle of writing a sentence to ask, “How can I put this more 
biblically?”

In other words, the Bible writers didn’t know they were 
writing the Bible. In fact, the Bible as we know it— the canon 
of thirty- nine books in the Old Testament and twenty- seven 
books in the New Testament— didn’t exist until long after 
the Bible writers were dead. The uniqueness of God’s Word 
extends to the way it was compiled.

Most of the Old Testament books were recognized as 
God’s Word as soon as they were written. The books of 
Moses (Genesis to Deuteronomy) immediately were placed 
next to the ark of the covenant to remind the Israelites of 
their importance (Deut. 31:24–26). The book of Joshua 

_Jeffress_WhatEveryChristianShouldKnow_LS_wo.indd   37_Jeffress_WhatEveryChristianShouldKnow_LS_wo.indd   37 7/25/22   4:30 PM7/25/22   4:30 PM

Dr. Robert Jeffress, What Every Christian Should Know 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2022. Used by permission.



What Every Christian Should Know

38

(Josh. 24:26), the books of Samuel (1 Sam. 10:25), and the 
books of the Prophets (Zech. 7:12) were similarly recognized.

The first Greek translation of the Old Testament, known as 
the Septuagint, was written between 250 and 150 BC. It con-
tains every book in the Old Testament, which means the Old 
Testament canon was complete by at the latest 150 BC, and 
perhaps as early as 400 BC. Jesus affirmed the completeness 
of the Old Testament by His reverence for the Word of God.

There are equally compelling reasons to believe that the 
twenty- seven books of our New Testament are the only ones 
that met the lofty standards for inclusion. Virtually every one 
of them was written by an apostle (Matthew, John, Paul, 
Peter) or under the supervision of an apostle (Mark’s Gospel 
was likely supervised by Peter).

The Synod of Hippo, a council of leading Christian bish-
ops, officially ratified the twenty- seven books of the New 
Testament in AD 393. However, most of those books had 
been recognized by the early church hundreds of years earlier. 
Significantly, there has been no attempt to add to or delete 
from the canon of the New Testament since its ratification 
at the end of the fourth century.

Couldn’t Other Books Be Added to Scripture?
The New Testament writer Jude described the Chris-

tian faith as having been“once for all handed down to the 
saints” (v. 3). The Greek word translated as “handed down” 
describes an activity that is completed. God has finished 
depositing all the truth we need to know about Him in the 
Bible. He is not speaking fresh words to writers today.

That’s not to say that the only way God gives us direction 
is through the Bible. God can lead believers today through 
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prayer, circumstances, wise counsel, and even our desires. Yet 
we should realize that any revelation from God that people 
claim to receive apart from the Bible is subjective and there-
fore subject to error.

Later versions of the Septuagint, the Greek translation 
of the Old Testament, included additional books, some of 
which are known as the Apocrypha (which means “hidden” 
or “doubtful”). However, these books are not part of the Old 
Testament canon. They don’t measure up to the standards 
required for a book to be recognized as God’s Word. For one 
thing, they were written long after the other books of the 
Old Testament. For another, they contain historical errors. 
And none of these books claims to contain the Word of God.

The gnostic gospels, made famous in the Dan Brown 
book (and the Tom Hanks movie) The Da Vinci Code, are 
excluded from the New Testament. They weren’t written 
by apostles, even though some bear the names of apostles. 
They were composed between one hundred and two hundred 
years after the time of Christ, making them far less reliable 
than the four Gospels, which were written within decades of 
Jesus’s life on earth. Finally, the gnostic gospels were rejected 
by church leaders because they claimed Jesus was purely a 
divine spirit, not human.

What the Bible Means for Us Today
Acknowledging that the Bible is inspired, unified, inerrant, 
canonized, and complete doesn’t begin to do justice to its 
potential. If  that’s all the Bible is, then it’s nothing more 
than a valuable historical document, a keystone for modern 
archaeology, a literary marvel, and maybe— just maybe— the 
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CONTRADICTION?  
NOT NECESSARILY
Critics argue that contradictions in the Bible make it less 
than reliable. But does the Bible really contain contra-
dictions? A closer look at a few so- called contradictions 
tells a different story:

 E In 1 Corinthians 10:8, Paul described a plague 
in the Old Testament that killed 23,000 Israel-
ites. Yet the account by Moses in Numbers 25:9 
says 24,000 died. Contradiction? Not necessar-
ily. Paul said 23,000 Israelites “fell in one day,” 
while Moses said the total number of victims was 
24,000. Perhaps not everyone who contracted 
the plague died within twenty- four hours.

 E In his account of Jesus’s resurrection, Matthew 
said there was an angel at the tomb. In John’s 
account, there were two angels. Contradiction? 
Not necessarily. Perhaps Matthew decided to 
focus on the one angel who spoke, while John 
was more interested in the total number of an-
gels Mary witnessed when she arrived at the 
empty tomb.

 E Matthew 5–7 and Luke 6 record two versions 
of Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount. Contradiction? 
Not necessarily. It could be that Jesus preached 
the same message in two locations at two differ-
ent times. But a more probable explanation is 
that some Gospel accounts offer accurate para-
phrases of what Jesus said rather than direct 
quotes. So both accounts capture the essence of 
Jesus’s message.
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best evidence we have of an intelligence higher than our own. 
It’s something for museums, history buffs, and aficionados 
of the supernatural.

But the Bible is more than that. The writer of Hebrews 
gave us a sense of how much more: “For the word of God 
is living and active and sharper than any two- edged sword, 
and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and inten-
tions of the heart” (4:12).

The Bible Heals
The image of a double- edged blade can be misleading. 

Certainly, there is an element of weaponry to the Bible. For 
example, Jesus used Scripture to counter Satan’s temptations 
in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1–11). But a two- edged sword can 
also be used to free us from the entanglements of wrong 
thinking and wrong behavior.

• If we believe disobeying God will lead to freedom, 
we get bound up in misery.

• If we believe we’re responsible for our own well- 
being, we get bound up in worry.

• If we believe money is the key to happiness, we get 
bound up in greed.

• If we believe revenge is the best response to mistreat-
ment, we get bound up in bitterness.

The Word of God slices through our wrong beliefs, freeing 
us from the resulting wrong behavior— and saving us from 
a world of hurt.
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The blade of God’s Word can pierce to the very heart 
of who we are. That’s not an easy job, given our limitless 
potential for self- delusion. As the prophet Jeremiah said, 
our hearts are deceitful and cannot be trusted (Jer. 17:9). 
Only the Bible can reveal our true motives for, say, teaching 
a Bible- study class, fixing a meal for a bereaved family, or 
writing a check for a church project.

God’s purpose in slicing us open is not to hurt us but to 
heal us. He is the surgeon who cuts open His patients to 
remove the tumors of sin destroying their lives. The Great 
Physician uses the scalpel of His Word to expose sin and 
bring healing.

The Bible Guides
In Psalm 32:8, God promised, “I will instruct you and teach 

you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with 
My eye upon you.” The primary means He uses to guide us 
is His Word.

David said, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
to my path” (Ps. 119:105). The illumination he was talk-
ing about is similar to that of a flashlight, something that 
allows us to see a few feet— not a few miles— ahead of us. 
God rarely provides us with enough light to see every step 
we need to take in the future, perhaps so we’re not tempted 
to run ahead of Him. But He promises to give us enough 
direction to take the next step.

The Bible Inspires
The Bible connects us with a wisdom deeper than our 

own and a power greater than our own. It allows us to see 
past the mundane aspects of our existence and glimpse the 
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things of God— truths of lasting value, truths that bring joy 
and fulfillment, truths that change lives.

The Bible tantalizes us with stories of people very much 
like us— ordinary folks who dared to do something big, who 
allowed their faith to overrule their fear, and who were used 
by God to accomplish extraordinary things. Then the Bible 
encourages us to believe that God can do the same in us. 
It whispers to our souls, If  not you, then who? If  not now, 
then when?

A Personal Testimony about God’s Word
The core belief  of  God’s Word is not just a theological 
truth for me; I have experienced the transforming power 
of Scripture in my own life. When I was in college, several 
of my liberal professors attacked the Bible and attempted 
to discredit it. Listening to that steady stream of teaching 
had a profound effect on me. I stopped reading the Bible 
and seriously questioned whether I wanted to give my life 
to preaching it.

However, the exposure to that kind of teaching led me to 
dive into my own study of Scripture. I wanted to find out for 
myself if the Bible was true. As a result of my study, I came 
away with two assurances. First, I gained the assurance of 
the trustworthiness of the Scripture. I discovered the truth 
of Isaiah 40:8: “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 
word of our God stands forever.” I hope you, too, come away 
from this chapter with the absolute assurance that you can 
trust the Bible to be God’s Word.

Second, I discovered that the Bible has the power to trans-
form my life. God’s Word will lift you up above your present 
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circumstances, whatever they are, and give you the confi-
dence that God is working out His plan in not just the world 
in general but your world in particular. Even when things 
seem to be out of control, Scripture assures us that God has 
a plan He is working out. God said in Jeremiah 1:12, “I am 
watching over My word to perform it.”

The Bible— the inspired, inerrant, active Word of God— is 
the primary tool the Holy Spirit uses to produce change in us. 
The wisest thing we can do is to commit to studying it, seek-
ing out its treasures, and applying its wisdom to our lives.
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