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CHAPTER 1

What Difference  
Does a Future Heaven Make 

in My Life Today?

Most Christians don’t spend a lot of time 
thinking about heaven. That’s under-

standable. The overwhelming responsibilities of 
this world often eclipse much thought about the 
next world. Heaven seems remote and irrelevant 
to our existence.

Yet we all yearn for a better world, especially 
when we experience disappointments, such as 
a bad report from the doctor, the betrayal of a 
friend, the breakup of an intimate relationship, 
a job loss or financial hardship, or the death of a 
loved one. At those times we want to believe— we 
have to believe— that there is a better place.
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Heaven is not some fanciful, imagi-
nary destination created by well- 

intentioned individuals to dull the pain of 
this world and keep us from being over-
whelmed by the harsh realities of life. Over 
and over in the Bible, God promised that 
His people will live with Him forever in a 
place where perfect righteousness dwells.

Jesus Christ Himself— the One whom 
Christians are banking on for their eternal 
destiny— assured us that heaven is a real 
place. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
said, “He who does the will of My Father 
who is in heaven will enter” (Matt. 7:21).
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Wise travelers go through a routine 
to prepare for leaving on a vaca-

tion. They put a hold on their mail, check 
the weather to know what to pack, and 
make sure they have a ticket. How much 
more important is it for us to prepare for 
our ultimate journey to our eternal home?

The Bible says every one of us will some-
day make a trip to a place that is mostly un-
familiar to us. And this destination won’t 
be a brief vacation; it will be an eternal 
destination. For those of us who are Chris-
tians, this one- way trip that will last for 
eternity is to that “place called heaven.”
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Throughout the Bible, we see that God 
has ordained every day of our lives. 

“A person’s days are determined,” Job said; 
God “decreed the number of his months 
and . . . set limits he cannot exceed” (Job 
14:5 NIV). Run all the miles you can and 
eat all the bran muffins you want; you’re 
not going to live on earth one second longer 
than God has predetermined.

The psalmist declared, “My times are in 
Your hand” (Ps. 31:15). Even Jesus’s death 
occurred according to “the predetermined 
plan and foreknowledge of  God” (Acts 
2:23).

Just as the day of  Jesus’s death was 
determined by God, so is the day of your 
death. That’s a great reason to reflect on 
your eternal home.
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