


“Having spent all my adult life in the realm of professional 
sports, I know what it’s like to have victories as well as defeats. 
Jamie Rasmussen hits the nail on the head when he addresses 
the struggle we have in connecting with God. We all feel distant 
from God at times, and this book offers fresh help and perspec-
tive. Bringing the Bible alive in authentic and practical ways, 
this book will lead to more victories.”

 Doug Collins, Olympian, four-time NBA All-Star, College 
Basketball Hall of Fame, and Hall of Fame broadcaster

“With startlingly fresh insights from the book of Esther and 
thought-provoking, real-life examples, Pastor Jamie skillfully 
blazes a trail forward through dry and distant spiritual places. 
I love this book. It is packed with pragmatic, biblical wisdom 
you can put into practice immediately to get back on track. 
When God Feels Far Away invites us to explore how we can 
break new ground in our walk with God. It is an important 
reference I will return to often to be reminded of the enduring 
guideposts our Lord graciously places along our journey to give 
us hope and draw us close.” 

Jane E. Norton, Colorado lieutenant governor (2003–2007)

“The only thing worse than life coming apart on you is reach-
ing out for God and sensing he’s nowhere to be found. But he’s 
there alright, and he’s intimately involved in what you’re up 
against—whether you feel his presence or not. And Jamie Ras-
mussen has the proof. In his new book, Jamie offers real-time, 
life-giving tools that empower you to draw close to God when 
he seems far away. Each chapter packs a wallop against despair 
by enabling you to not only realize the nearness of God but see 
his fingerprints on how he’s working out your circumstances. 
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INTRODUCTION

Thirty- five years ago, I fell in love with Kim.
I was entering graduate school in Chicago, and she was half-

way through her undergrad program at a school two states away. 
I had recently sworn off dating due to the immense complexities 
of collegiate romances. As far as I was concerned, I needed to 
look straight ahead and focus on my master’s degree.

However, when love hits, it hits. And it hit. Having grown up 
in the same town, we had long been acquaintances. It wasn’t 
until our college years that we each took notice of the other. 
We began dating the summer after I graduated from college; 
the proverbial sparks flew, and I was smitten. I had found the 
love of my life, and— miracle of miracles— she agreed!

But we had a problem. I relocated to Chicago to pursue theo-
logical training while Kim was only halfway through her college 
studies in southern Ohio. Her parents insisted that she finish 
her education there, and I couldn’t pass up the opportunity to 
attend a world- class seminary. With full study schedules and the 
state of Indiana between us, we faced some new, challenging 

_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   17_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   17 6/23/21   10:30 AM6/23/21   10:30 AM

Jamie Rasmussen, When God Feels Far Away 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2021. Used by permission.



18

Introduction

dynamics. Absent any good options, we began what became a 
two- year, long- distance romance.

Needless to say, the distance was the most obvious hurdle 
to overcome. It was a distance we experienced on a couple of 
levels. Geographically, it was precisely 321 miles. In terms of 
time, we were separated by a drive of four hours and fifty- four 
minutes in my aging 1970s sedan. Practically, our full schedules, 
limited time, and lack of money all contributed to keeping us 
far apart far too long.

Yet, even greater than the geographical hurdle was the 
communication hurdle. Today there is a buffet of choices for 
communicating. But this was the 1980s— before cell phones, 
FaceTime, Instagram, instant messaging, Facebook, and even 
email! Our only two options to bridge the distance between 
the rare trips were landline phone calls and written notes sent 
through the US mail.

Believe me, we felt every inconvenient, impractical, and im-
peding aspect of the distance between us.

One cool fall evening, I sat alone behind my apartment com-
plex for one of my regular conversations with God. I was also 
thinking of Kim. As I looked up at the night sky, it hit me that 
my love could see the very same stars. As I viewed the night 
sky, I felt a closeness to her.

Simultaneously, I felt the distance.

The Two Decisions That Changed My Life

Let me ask you a question: Have you ever felt distant from some-
one you love? My guess is that you have, that you can relate to 
the distance I felt from Kim.

_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   18_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   18 6/23/21   10:30 AM6/23/21   10:30 AM

Jamie Rasmussen, When God Feels Far Away 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2021. Used by permission.



Introduction

19

How about in your walk with God? Have you ever felt distant 
from God?

In my late twenties, as I sat in a therapist’s office all I could 
think was, “You’re supposed to help me feel better, not more 
depressed.”

By almost anyone’s standard, I had everything going for me. 
I had a great wife (yes, I married Kim!), two kids, and a third 
on the way. I was pastoring a growing church in a nice suburb in 
the Midwest. Yet my wife, my mom, the other pastors I served 
with, and my friends all agreed: I needed counseling. Freud once 
referred to depression as anger turned inward.1 I’m not sure about 
all the ins and outs of how that works, but I was experiencing 
both anger and depression. I tried to hold it all in, stuff it down, 
cover it up, and keep it at bay, but emotions are tricky things, and 
they regularly leaked out to those around me. As one friend put 
it, “You need to put us out of your misery.”

My counselor was a wonderful older guy who used com-
monsense wisdom more than book smarts. We initially worked 
through a few family- of- origin issues. The process took time, 
but it paid off. I was getting better.

From there, we moved on to spiritual things. As Christians, this 
counselor and I shared the same worldview. With this common 
frame of thinking, he broached the subject of my walk with God. 
Most pastors don’t ever get the opportunity to talk candidly about 
the machinations of their own soul. Counselors, however, are paid 
not to freak out, or at least not to show it visibly. So I unloaded. 
It turns out I had some holes in the bucket of my spirituality that 
created a great amount of internal conflict. A friend of mine called 
it a “constant churning.”

At the time I’d been a follower of Jesus for about twelve 
years. Like Paul in the Bible, I had a radical and emotional 
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conversion. I had been going one way on the proverbial road 
to nowhere and Jesus made himself  very clear to me. I did 
an about- face and headed the other way. And I never looked 
back. More than anything, I knew that I loved God and I loved 
people.

My ongoing experience of God, however, was a different 
story.

In the twelve years between my emotional and very real en-
counter with Jesus and the appointment with the therapist, I felt 
that my experience of God was too often lacking. I didn’t feel 
him like my soul longed for, nor did I experience his movement 
in my life nearly as often or as consistently as I wanted.

Don’t get me wrong: I read the Bible regularly, prayed all 
the time, worshiped him publicly and privately, attended Bible 
studies, hung out with other Christians, and served in the youth 
group. I read books on Christian meditation, contemplative 
prayer, healing, and the power of the Holy Spirit. I went to 
seminary and earned a degree in divinity. I devoted my life to 
serving the Lord in full- time ministry. This was my calling, 
and I was all in. My faithfulness, however, didn’t yield what 
my soul longed for.

I drank from the cup I was taught to drink from, and I found 
myself increasingly thirsty. I was frustrated and discouraged 
much of the time. To borrow a phrase, I had a profound sense 
of “holy discontent.” I had learned to think like a Christian and 
to act like one, but I didn’t always feel like one.

God felt far away. I was experiencing divine distance.
When I shared this with the counselor, he said, “Well, maybe 

that’s what the rest of your life will be like. Maybe you’ll feel 
this way until the day you die and go to heaven. Lots of people 
feel like this. I hear it often.”

_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   20_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   20 6/23/21   10:30 AM6/23/21   10:30 AM

Jamie Rasmussen, When God Feels Far Away 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2021. Used by permission.



Introduction

21

What? That didn’t sound good. Though he explained that 
acceptance can sometimes breed peace in the soul, his words 
depressed me even more.

I wasn’t ready to throw in the towel.
I knew there had to be a better way, so I made two decisions 

that changed my life. First, I was done presenting a faux Chris-
tian image to those around me. I was done pretending. I needed 
to get real about my spiritual experience (or lack thereof ). 
No matter what the cost. Life is too 
short to play around, especially in 
areas that matter.

Second, I decided that I was not 
going to accept divine distance in 
my walk with God. No way. I knew 
there had to be more. I decided I was 
going to spend more of my time and 
energy exploring the Bible, explor-
ing my own soul, and exploring the 
lives of those around me.

Honesty and exploration. These 
were the twin values that flowed 
from that defining moment in the counselor’s office more 
than two and a half decades ago. Since then, honesty and ex-
ploration have led me to some wonderful and hard- earned 
discoveries.

Transcendence and Immanence

As Christians we often talk about a relationship with God 
through Jesus. And relationships have similarities, whether 
they’re with other humans or with God. Every relationship 

I had learned 
to think like a 

Christian and to 
act like one, but I 
didn’t always feel 
like one. God felt 

far away. I was 
experiencing divine 

distance.

_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   21_Rasmussen_WhenGodFeels_AN_sa.indd   21 6/23/21   10:30 AM6/23/21   10:30 AM

Jamie Rasmussen, When God Feels Far Away 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2021. Used by permission.



22

Introduction

involves trust, presence, communication, intimacy, give and 
take, visible action, and love. These are the things required to 
develop closeness. We long to be close to the ones we love, so 
it’s natural to want to feel close to the one we love who is spirit.

But here’s the rub: in one sense, God is distant by his very 
nature. Theologians for millennia have made a distinction 
between what they call the transcendence of God and the im-
manence of God. Simply put, transcendence is the distance of 
God and immanence is the closeness of God. God, because 
he is wholly other than us, is felt and experienced as far away. 
He’s not of  the same realm as us, as he exists in the spiri-
tual world. We exist in the physical world, though we too 
have a spiritual part of us. As the psalmist says, “The Lord’s 
throne is in heaven” (Ps. 11:4). The word transcend means to 
be above and outside, and that is a significant part of  who  
God is.

God is transcendent. He is much higher than us. Before our 
fallen nature even kicks in, God is experienced as distant.

It gets more complicated. Though God wants us to experi-
ence his immanence, sin messes with our sense of nearness to 
him. Many times, our fallen human nature prevents us from 
feeling close to God. Even though God reached out to us and 
continues to do so in numerous ways, the part of our nature 
that’s broken by sin prevents a connection with him.

Sin distorts reality. Similar to how mountains block cell 
phone reception, sin blocks our reception of God’s many mes-
sages to us. Closeness becomes distance. Even though the Bible 
clearly reveals that Jesus came to forgive our sins and bring us 
into a right relationship with God, it also clearly explains that 
our sinful nature still regularly sabotages the closeness with 
God that we desperately desire.
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I have yet to meet an honest Christian who doesn’t relate to 
this problem. Every Christian feels far away from God at times.

Maybe even more often than not. We still believe in him. Our 
doctrine is pure. We go to church, faithfully attend small group, 
serve with our gifts and passions, have our daily devotions, give 
of our financial resources, and do our best to follow his Word.

But like myself on that cool fall evening so many years ago, 
looking up at the stars and longing for closeness but feeling 
the distance, we all want more. We thirst for more. We want to 
close the gap and guide our sin- blocked souls through God’s 
transcendence to experience his immanence.

The Elephant in the Room

Here’s the good news: I wrote this book to help you navigate 
divine distance.

I’m going to address the elephant in the room that few want 
to even admit, let alone talk about. Nobody likes to admit that 
God feels distant. That’s particularly true for a Christian, espe-
cially after you’ve accepted Jesus into your heart, repented of 
known sins, trusted him through thick 
and thin, and given your life to him.

If you’re feeling distant from God, 
please hear me say this: you’re not alone. 
Your experience— or lack thereof— is 
universal.

Henry David Thoreau wrote, “In the 
long run men hit only what they aim 
at.”2 This is true of most everything in life— and it’s certainly 
true of your approach to divine distance. Either you can accept 
that seasons of divine distance are par for the course, or you 

If you’re feeling 
distant from 
God, please 

hear me say this: 
you’re not alone.
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can make a decision, like I did, to pursue closeness with God 
through honesty and exploration. You must make a choice.

If you’re ready to take that journey, I’ll share everything I’ve 
discovered about the palette of colorful and creative solutions 
the Bible offers to help you repaint the canvas of your spiritual 
life.

There’s a book tucked away in the Old Testament that deals 
head- on with this issue of divine distance— the story of Esther. 
Written at a time when God’s people not only felt far from God 
but were far from him, the book of Esther contains eight ways 
to journey through seasons when God seems more behind the 
scenes than front and center. Each of these eight ways is proven 
and time- tested by God’s people through the ages.

These eight ways to experience closeness with God have 
worked for me, and they’ll work for you too. Are you ready to 
join me on this journey?
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A DIFFERENT PATH

I have come to a place in my life where God seems hid-
den. It’s not exactly a place of doubt. It’s not exactly a 
spiritual dry spell. It’s a place of God’s removal, somehow. 
He doesn’t seem to be right next to me. He doesn’t seem 
to be speaking to me very loudly.

— Lauren Winner, “Into Esther”

Over the years, I’ve noticed a clear and common pattern of how 
we teach Christians to walk with God and experience him. This 
pattern cuts across denominational lines, and it’s utilized by many 
serious- minded Christ followers in all kinds of settings and cul-
tures. It looks like this:

Input Output
• Study the Bible
• Pray regularly
• Fellowship with other believers
• Worship publicly and privately
• Serve with your gifts/passions
• Be generous with your resources
• Love all people

• Wisdom/knowledge to live life
• Blessings from God
• Guidance in your circumstances
• Feelings of God’s presence
• Power from the Holy Spirit
• Motivation to persevere
• Personal character growth
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A Different Path

It’s an equation we use to get the most out of our faith in 
Jesus. It’s a good equation. It’s arguably biblical.

This is how many, if  not most, Christians structure their 
walk with the Lord. We do the things the Bible tells us to do: 
study the Word, pray, fellowship, worship, serve, give, and love 
all people. As a result, we expect to see the movement of God 
in our midst. We expect to experience insight, blessings, guid-
ance, good feelings, power, motivation, and changed lives (both 
in us and in those around us).

When this pattern works, it’s fulfilling. We feel like we’re bat-
ting better than average. We experience what a mentor of mine 
calls “God moments.” All is good and fine with the world— at 
least in our own world— when it works.

Here’s the rub that raises some questions: What do we do 
when the input- output pattern doesn’t work?

What do we do when the power, good feelings, and God 
moments begin to wane?

Even more to the point: What do we do when most or all 
of the inputs don’t seem to deliver like they once did? When 
prayers seem dry and unanswered? When we don’t get much 
out of the Word? When worship doesn’t engender the feelings 
it used to? When fellowship becomes a drag? When serving 
becomes an obligation and a labor? When blessings become 
sparse? When motivation is lacking?

What do we do when all the tried- and- true methods aren’t 
as true as they once were? When the equation doesn’t add up 
anymore, what do we do then?

Some people respond to these questions by saying, “Well, 
this doesn’t happen very often. I mean, how often does the 
equation truly break down?”

More often than we might think. At least by biblical standards.
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On no fewer than ten occasions the psalmists described their 
spiritual experience as God “hiding his face” from them.1 God’s 
immanence was blocked. The psalmists weren’t experiencing 
God as they once had. And it wasn’t always because the psalmist 
was being stubborn, rebellious, or sinful. When you read the 
rest of the psalms in question, where each psalmist complained 
of God’s face being hidden, the psalmist was still pretty much 
applying the left side of our equation.

It’s just that the right side wasn’t producing like it used to. 
Many times, it was simply the result of a finite human soul strug-
gling to connect with the infinite God. The psalmists’ sense of 
divine distance was their perceived reality— God felt far away.

Israel, as a nation, experienced this same sense of estrange-
ment. 1 Samuel 3:1 reports, “In those days the word of the 
Lord was rare; there were not many visions” (NIV). This was 
before Israel slipped into rebellion and apostasy. There were 
seasons— at times long seasons— when Israel’s experience of 
the Lord was not like it once was. No more parting of the Red 
Sea. No manna from heaven. No more pillar of cloud to lead 
them by day or pillar of fire to guide them at night.

“The word of the Lord was rare.” There was a palpable 
distance between the people and God. God felt far away. The 
equation was not adding up.

In the New Testament, we find similar seasons of divine 
distance. At different times, the original disciples felt confused 
and distant from Jesus, even when he was physically with them.

Paul the apostle, one of the most ardent and rugged followers 
of Jesus to ever walk this earth, had a troubling season to the 
point that he “despaired of life itself” (2 Cor. 1:8).

Then we have Jesus himself— the eternal Second Person of 
the Trinity— who cried out on the cross, “My God, my God, 
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why have you forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46). Though there are 
various explanations as to why Jesus said this, one thing they 
all agree on is that Jesus felt very distant from the Father at 
that time.

And that’s the point: there are times, even seasons, when 
we experience divine distance. C. S. Lewis called this losing 
your “first fervor.”2 St. John of the Cross called this the “dark 
night of the soul.”3 D. Martyn Lloyd- Jones called this “spiritual 
depression.”4 Larry Crabb called this the “Job experience.”5

Call it what you will, they’re all getting to the same place. 
It’s wandering- in- the- wilderness time in your walk with God.

Over the years since that time in the 
counselor’s office, I’ve been fortunate to 
learn from quite a few mature and faith-
ful followers of Jesus— spiritual veterans 
in the truest sense. As I have brought up 
this experience of divine distance, many 
of these friends have said their stories 
have lined up with the Bible’s examples.

My guess is that you have your own 
story of  divine distance. You’re not 
alone, though it might seem like you 
are, because many Christians fake it, 
convinced they can’t admit to an experi-
ence of divine distance. There’s tremen-

dous value in getting real about the times in your life when God 
has seemed distant, because the Bible provides hope.

Before we get into the hope the Bible provides, we need to 
address one more roadblock: an increasingly common response 
among serious- minded, well- meaning Christians that keeps 
many of us from finding the paths God has for us.

There’s 
tremendous 

value in getting 
real about the 

times in your life 
when God has 

seemed distant, 
because the 

Bible provides 
hope.
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The Equation Is Not the Solution

As I’ve talked with people about what they do when God seems 
more behind the scenes than front and center in their lives, I 
often get this response: “Well Jamie, I just double down and 
gut it out. I spend more time in the Word, more time in prayer, 
add an additional small group study, tune into more Christian 
worship songs, volunteer more, and make sure I remain faithful 
in my giving or even give more. When the going gets tough, the 
tough get going. And I get going.”

Now, I want to be clear. The things that we do to keep our walk 
with God going and growing are not only the right things to do 
but they’re also what God has outlined for us in his Word to do. 
No right- minded follower of Jesus would try to argue differently. 
What we call the spiritual disciplines, the actions on the left side 
of the equation, are indispensable in forging and maintaining an 
intimate relationship with the Lord. We need to regularly do our 
spiritual exercises in order to get spiritually fit. We need to keep 
doing them in order to maintain spiritual vitality.

The deficiency in this approach to overcoming divine dis-
tance is in thinking that the equation is the be- all and end- all 
of your walk with God. That input- output is the final word. In 
reality, assuming that a relationship with God can ultimately be 
boiled down to an equation is an inadequate way of thinking. 
Larry Crabb rightly calls this way of approaching God “linear 
thinking.”6 It’s the type of thinking that posits, if you do A, 
this leads to B as the natural result. This thinking assumes that 
if  you perform the input then God will provide the output. 
Though there’s an aspect to walking with God in which we 
“reap what we sow,”7 that’s different from saying it’s the sum 
total of your experience with God.
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Knowing God is not equational. There’s more to it.
What I’ve discovered, and what the book of Esther reveals, 

is that God offers additional paths that can provide you with 
a more navigable trip up the mountain to him. There are ways 
of thinking and acting that take you beyond a linear and equa-
tional approach to God.

The problem isn’t the equation. It’s good and fine as it stands, 
but it’s also not the solution.

God gives us certain activities of thought and action that 
we can bring into our daily spiritual activities to help us more 
effectively navigate seasons of divine distance.

Esther: A Story We Can Relate To

If ever there was a time in the Bible when God’s people felt 
distant from him, it was during the time of Esther.

This story takes place around 480 BC, toward the tail end of 
the Old Testament. Israel had been around as a nation for more 
than a thousand years. After a rocky start, they eventually settled 
into the land. To commune with God, they obeyed God’s instruc-
tions and built a mobile place of worship called the tabernacle 
(or tent of meeting)8 and later the one large temple in Jerusalem 
where the presence of God was experienced on a regular basis.

During this adventure- filled millennium, the one thing God 
told them never to do was to put other things before him. To 
do this was called “idol worship.” Israel failed completely. They 
consistently allowed competing aspects of other religions to vie 
for their affections.

As a result of their rebellion, God allowed powerful nations 
to come in and take over Israel. First it was the Assyrians, then 
the Babylonians, and finally the Persians. Nation after nation 
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ransacked God’s chosen people. But these nations didn’t just 
inhabit Israel, they deported most of the Israelites out of their 
homeland. More than a million of God’s chosen people were 
relocated to faraway places across the Middle East. Entire com-
munities were uprooted. Homes and families were split apart 
in the process.

The Israelites were not just far from home geographically, 
they were far from home spiritually. In other words, they were 
literally far from God’s presence as they had experienced it in 
the tabernacle and the temple.

In those times, God made his presence known through the 
so- called houses that were built for him. That’s not to say that 
God never revealed himself to Israel in other ways. He did. There 
were appearances, angelic announcements, the words of the 
prophets, stone tablets, and numerous other ways God showed 
himself to his people. Even so, the presence of God in the taber-
nacle or temple was a constant for Israel in a sea of uncertainty 
and change. In their houses of worship, God revealed himself.

After the exile, however, Israel was far from this constant 
presence. If ever a people of God could claim justification for 
feeling far from him, they could.

As a result of this very real separation, the book of Esther 
is written like no other book in the Bible. What’s most notice-
able about Esther is what is not included in the story. There are 
four things missing in Esther that have jumped out at scholars 
over the years:

• God appears to be missing. There are no references to 
God. The name that every other book in the Bible men-
tions and expounds upon gets no mention in the book 
of Esther.
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• God’s law appears to be missing. There are no refer-
ences to God’s law or covenant. Ten chapters and not 
one mention of the Ten Commandments, the Mosaic 
covenant, or any reference to God’s laws.

• Prayer appears to be missing. There are no direct refer-
ences to prayer. An activity that the rest of the Bible ref-
erences hundreds of times, something that both Juda-
ism and Christianity build their entire understanding of 
a relationship with God around, is not mentioned once 
in this story. Talking to God is absent.

• God’s principles appear to be missing. Concepts like 
God’s kindness, mercy, and forgiveness— the building 
blocks of grace— receive no attention. It’s as if someone 
came along and took them out at some point, yet we 
have ample evidence that’s not the case.

Why did the author of this historical story record events this 
way? What was the author trying to communicate by omitting 
things?

Because Israel was both physically and spiritually in a far- 
off place when this book was written, the story was told from 
a perspective that screams to us about the distance the people 
felt from God. It was written from the vantage point of spiri-
tual remoteness.

The story reads more like a secular account than it does a 
religious one. That’s bothered some people over the years. The 
Reformer Martin Luther didn’t like the book. He wrote, “I am 
so hostile . . . to Esther that I could wish [it] did not exist at all.” 
It wasn’t religious enough for him. It seemed too “pagan.”9 He 
wanted it to read more like the rest of the books in the Bible.
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Shortly after the book of Esther was originally written, 
during a time known as the intertestamental period (between 
the completion of the Old Testament and the initiation of the 
New Testament), an anonymous editor decided the book was 
too nonreligious as well. Taking matters into his own hands, 
he added over one hundred additional verses, scattering them 
throughout the narrative. He spiced up the story with loads of 
spiritual words and imagery. He interspersed references to God, 
prayer, circumcision, and plenty of other spiritual imagery. It 
was made to read more like the Psalms than how it originally 
read. He attempted to force- fit the equation we talked about 
earlier into Esther’s story. Fortunately, we have the original.10

Modern- Day Editors

In trying to make sense of the times when God feels far off, we 
tend to be like the people who tried to revise Esther to make 
it more appealing. Except that we do it with our own lives. 
We don’t like it when God feels distant. We resist the seasons 
when he seems more behind the scenes. As a result, when God 
feels distant, we spice up our language to try to prove to our-
selves and others that he’s front and center in our lives. We sing 
louder and talk more. We act more spiritual than how we feel. 
Like myself in the counselor’s office years ago, we’re reticent 
to admit the season we’re in.

Is it any wonder why we feel fake or empty at times? It’s time 
to end the charades.

I believe the original writing of the story of Esther contains 
exactly what we need to get honest about divine distance and to 
begin exploring it. The story doesn’t need editing. The original 
raw and real version will do.
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The author wants us to feel what a story line reads like when 
God is more behind the scenes. The author wants us to identify 
with times when God seems distant from our everyday circum-
stances. Esther’s story is designed to help us realize there are 
times in a fallen world, even lengthy seasons, when God seems 
distant, remote, and inactive. It’s an invitation to get honest 
and explore.

The Rest of the Story

Esther’s story invites us to explore some pathways few choose 
to take. A road less traveled and less foot worn. A road filled 
with tremendous hope for those of us who get real and desire 
to get God in a way our souls long for.

Esther does more than simply chronicle what it feels like 
when God seems distant. It reveals that God is present even 
when he feels far way. He’s still active despite seeming inactive. 
He’s there, doing what only he can do, albeit behind the scenes. 
Someone once said, “A coincidence is a small miracle in which 
God chose to remain anonymous.” The story of Esther is filled 
with lots of thinly veiled “coincidences.” They all have a divine 
origin. God is on the move.

With faith, that can become the story of our lives as well.
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