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ix

Preface

T
he heart of this volume is five lectures that I was asked to give on 
how OT themes are developed in the NT, especially regarding Jesus 
and how he is conceived and presented. These five lectures were 

supplemented by a sixth lecture, given to the same audience two years later, 
which took material about Jesus as the basis for further NT thought. A seventh 
lecture was delivered to a di"erent audience but on a related theme—how 
sacred traditions (that is, traditions venerated by various groups), whether 
Jewish or Greek, are developed in the NT regarding Jesus and his identity. To 
these lectures were added two necessary preliminary methodological essays 
on how to approach such material and a final essay on a further OT tradition. 
As indicated, although the focus of all these lectures—now become written 
essays—is the use, development, and interpretation of sacred tradition, a major 
subtheme that emerges in many, if not all, of them is that of who Jesus is, 
that is, Christology. The essays of this volume, therefore, are formed around 
this core set of lectures, now essays; they are not, and never were, simply a 
collection of random thoughts put to paper. As a result, I believe this volume 
provides a clear set of essays that explore how sacred tradition of various types 
is developed in the NT, often, though not entirely, for christological ends.

The original lectures that constitute this volume were delivered to a very re-
ceptive and highly appreciative audience in Richmond, on the southwest side of 
London, England. The group was called the Christians in Richmond, and these 
regular gatherings brought together Christians from various denominational 
backgrounds—Anglican, to be sure, but also Roman Catholics, Methodists, 
and others, both conformists and nonconformists—to hear and respond to 
presentations on a variety of biblical and theological topics. I was asked to 
give an initial set of five lectures upon the recommendation of a colleague 
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x  Preface

in the department where I had recently taken up the position of Professor of 
Theology and Head of the Department of Theology and Religious Studies 
of what is now Roehampton University (itself located on the southwest side of 
London). I must thank Mrs. Kay Davidson for the invitation to deliver these 
lectures, and her unceasing hospitality, as I, a recent arrival in the United King-
dom, developed some new and challenging ideas for an audience of welcoming 
listeners. As Kay told me, and as I confirmed, this was largely a lay audience. 
However, there was no sense in which I attempted or needed to dumb down 
the material that I delivered. This audience of roughly fifty or more people 
gathered each night—and sometimes the weather was inclement—in order 
to be challenged and to respond to such a challenge with pertinent questions 
and further insights. I thoroughly enjoyed this engagement with the audience. 
Others must have found the experience useful as well: after the first year’s set 
of five lectures, I was invited back two years later to give a further lecture as 
part of a series with varied presenters. All six of these lectures are found in 
this volume, four of them published here for the first time.

In preparing and presenting these lectures, I did not hesitate to put for-
ward a number of new and creative theological and exegetical ideas, nor did 
I hesitate to explore the range of available scholarship on these topics. I am 
pleased to note that some of the ideas that I put forward have been further 
developed by others. I of course did not put all of this at the forefront of the 
lectures, but tried to present them in a way that would be both winsome and 
instructive. I do not hesitate to say that I am sure I learned much more from 
the experience than did my attentive audience. These lectures gave me the 
occasion to explore some areas of long-standing interest that I had not had 
occasion to research as fully as I had wanted. They also gave me the opportu-
nity to present my findings in a context that combined the need for rigorous 
thought with accessibility and clarity. I have tried to retain these features in 
the chapters presented here.

All six of the papers that I presented to the Christians in Richmond, as 
I disclosed above, focus on the use of sacred tradition within the NT. Most 
work in this area, which is all too easily categorized as describing the use of 
the OT in the NT, tends to focus on individual OT verses and how they are 
quoted and interpreted within the NT. I have not taken this approach. My 
approach to the use of sacred tradition tries to find more significant pas-
sages or themes within the OT and explore their use in the NT. As a result, 
including the six lectures that I presented over several years to the Christians 
in Richmond, the volume presents the following contents.

Part 1 consists of three previously published chapters, now thoroughly 
revised and edited into two chapters (1 and 2), on methodological questions 
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xi

regarding how the OT is appropriated in the NT. I dispute several recent 
trends in scholarship on this topic and propose new ways of dealing with 
various terminological and methodological issues. These chapters are a neces-
sary starting point of this volume: they both clear the ground for my further 
discussion and define essential terminology for such a treatment.

Chapters 3 and 4 of part 2 are two of the original papers delivered to the 
Christians in Richmond, thoroughly revised in the light of subsequent thought 
and scholarship. Chapter 5 is a completely revised form of an invited paper 
delivered to the Council of Christians and Jews, Wimbledon and District 
Council. The body of this paper—though without its footnotes!—was pub-
lished (in a journal now virtually impossible to find), but the paper is presented 
here in an extensively revised and fully documented form.

Chapters 6 and 7 of part 3 are also papers first delivered to the Chris-
tians in Richmond. Chapter 6 is a contextualized form of a paper that was 
published in radically di"erent form in a scholarly collection of essays and 
has been thoroughly revised—almost unrecognizably so—in the light of its 
current context.

In part 4, chapter 8 is the fifth and final paper of the first group presented to 
the Christians in Richmond. Chapter 9 is a paper by my colleague Dr. Bryan 
Dyer. Bryan and I have collaborated on a number of research and writing 
projects over the last several years. As my then graduate assistant, Bryan was 
the initial editor and compiler of this collection of essays, and he graciously 
suggested that the volume could be enhanced by inclusion of an essay that he 
had written and that fit within the topic that I am exploring regarding the use 
of sacred tradition. I readily concurred, and that essay is included here. The 
collection of essays concludes with a paper that was delivered at a conference 
at (now) Roehampton University and published in a volume on various views 
of Christ and subsequently delivered in a di"erent form on my return visit 
to the Christians in Richmond. This thoroughly revised essay slightly shifts 
the paradigm of this volume by exploring Paul’s use and knowledge of Jesus 
tradition within the context of sacred tradition.

I wish to thank five people in particular for helping this volume of essays 
come to fruition. The first is Mrs. Kay Davidson, already mentioned above, 
for her gracious inclusion of me within the roster of speakers for Christians 
in Richmond. The town of Richmond, for those who do not know, has a long 
history of being an important center of biblical scholarship. At one time, the 
Methodist Church had a major training college in the town (Richmond Col-
lege). This tradition was continued with the Christians in Richmond series. 
I wish also to especially thank four of my current and former graduate assis-
tants who have helped with this project in various ways. The first is Dr. Bryan 

 Preface

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)

Porter_SacredTraditionNT_WT_djm.indd   xi 1/14/16   7:21 AM

Stanley E. Porter with Bryan R. Dyer, Sacred Tradition in the New Testament
Baker Academic, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2016. Used by permission.



xii  Preface

Dyer, already recognized above, who originally gave shape and structure to this 
volume and helped bring my research on various topics up to date. He is also 
the author of one of the chapters included. Bryan thoroughly reworked my 
vague notions of what such a volume should include, resulting in roughly the 
volume you have before you. The second is Dave Yoon. Dave took this manu-
script and provided a number of helpful modifications and revisions, including 
providing suitable transitions to give the manuscript greater cohesion, writing 
paragraphs here and there, and o"ering additional support to the argumenta-
tion and bibliography. I also wish to thank Wally Cirafesi for help on chapter 
6. Finally, Bryan Fletcher read through the manuscript in its closing stages to 
further refine both the shape and language of the manuscript. Each of these 
assistants has gone beyond the normal call of duty in o"ering not just neces-
sary grammatical corrections but also thorough and insightful reconceptions 
of major portions of the manuscript. I am deeply indebted to all of them.

The essays that have been published previously are reprinted—though in 
thoroughly modified and edited form in this volume, to the point of several 
of them being unrecognizable—by permission of the publishers and/or edi-
tors where possible. These essays originally appeared in the following places:

Chapter 1: “The Use of the Old Testament in the New Testament: A Brief Comment 
on Method and Terminology.” In Early Christian Interpretation of  the Scriptures 
of  Israel: Investigations and Proposals, edited by Craig A. Evans and James A. 
Sanders, 79–96. JSNTSup 148. SSEJC 5. She!eld: She!eld Academic Press, 1997. 
By kind permission of Bloomsbury Publishing.

Chapter 2: “Further Comments on the Use of the Old Testament in the New Testa-
ment.” In The Intertextuality of  the Epistles: Explorations of  Theory and Practice, 
edited by Thomas L. Brodie, Dennis R. MacDonald, and Stanley E. Porter, 98–110. 
NTM 16. She!eld: She!eld Phoenix Press, 2006. “Allusions and Echoes.” In As 
It Is Written: Studying Paul’s Use of  Scripture, edited by Stanley E. Porter and 
Christopher D. Stanley, 29–40. SBLSymS 50. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 2008.

Chapter 5: “Jesus in the Light of Other Scriptural Traditions.” Theology Wales (Spring 
1999): 4–24 (but originally inadvertently published without footnotes).

Chapter 6: “Can Traditional Exegesis Enlighten Literary Analysis of the Fourth Gos-
pel? An Examination of the Old Testament Fulfillment Motif and the Passover 
Theme.” In The Gospels and the Scriptures of  Israel, edited by Craig A. Evans and 
W. Richard Stegner, 396–428. JSNTSup 104. SSEJC 3. She!eld: She!eld Academic 
Press, 1994. By kind permission of Bloomsbury Publishing.

Chapter 10: “Images of Christ in Paul’s Letters.” In Images of  Christ: Ancient and 
Modern, edited by Stanley E. Porter, Michael A. Hayes, and David Tombs, 95–112. 
RILP 2. She!eld: She!eld Academic Press, 1997. By kind permission of Blooms-
bury Publishing.
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xiii

Not out of a sense of duty or obligation but entirely out of a sense of 
love and respect, I wish again to thank my wonderful wife, Wendy, for her 
undying support in all ways. The author of Proverbs 31 had a comparatively 
inadequate and insu!cient knowledge of the characteristics of an ideal part-
ner and spouse.
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xv

Abbreviations

General and Bibliographic

AB Anchor Bible
AGJU Arbeiten zur Geschichte des 

antiken Judentums und des 
Urchristentums

ANF The Ante-Nicene Fathers. 
Edited by A. Roberts and J. 
Donaldson. 10 vols. 1885–87. 
Repr., Grand Rapids: Eerd-
mans, n.d.

AT author translation
BAR Biblical Archaeology Review

BBR Bulletin for Biblical Research

BCE before the Common Era
BCOTWP Baker Commentary on the 

Old Testament Wisdom and 
Psalms

BECNT Baker Exegetical Commentary 
on the New Testament

BETL Bibliotheca Ephemeridum 
Theologicarum Lovaniensium

BEvT Beiträge zur evangelischen 
Theologie

BHT Beiträge zur historischen 
Theologie

BibInt Biblical Interpretation

BibTrans Bible Translator

BIS Biblical Interpretation Series
BLG Biblical Languages: Greek
BNTC Black’s New Testament 

Commentaries
BR Biblical Research

BSac Bibliotheca Sacra

BZ Biblische Zeitschrift

ca. circa, approximately
CBQ Catholic Biblical Quarterly

CE Common Era
chap(s). chapter(s)
CNT Commentaire du Nouveau 

Testament
ConJ Concordia Journal (succes-

sor of Concordia Theological 

Monthly)
CurBR Currents in Biblical Research

DSD Dead Sea Discoveries

EBC Expositor’s Bible 
Commentary

ÉBib Études bibliques
ECHC Early Christianity in Its Hel-

lenistic Context
ed(s). editor(s), edited by, edition
EDNT Exegetical Dictionary of 

the New Testament. Edited 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)

Porter_SacredTraditionNT_WT_djm.indd   xv 1/14/16   7:21 AM

Stanley E. Porter with Bryan R. Dyer, Sacred Tradition in the New Testament
Baker Academic, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2016. Used by permission.



xvi  Abbreviations

by Horst Balz and Gerhard 
Schneider. ET. 3 vols. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990–93.

EFN Estudios de filología 
neotestamentaria

e.g. exempli gratia, for example
ELS English Language Series
esp. especially
ESV English Standard Version
ET English translation
et al. et alii, and others
etc. et cetera, and the rest
EvQ Evangelical Quarterly
ExAud Ex Auditu
ExpTim Expository Times
FFNT Foundations and Facets: New 

Testament
FOTL Forms of the Old Testament 

Literature
frg. fragment
FRLANT Forschungen zur Religion und 

Literatur des Alten und Neuen 
Testaments

GBS Guides to Biblical Scholarship
HBT Horizons in Biblical Theology
HDR Harvard Dissertations in 

Religion
HSM Harvard Semitic Monographs
HTR Harvard Theological Review
ICC International Critical 

Commentary
i.e. id est, that is
JBL Journal of  Biblical Literature
JETS Journal of  the Evangelical 

Theological Society
JGRChJ Journal of  Greco-Roman 

Christianity and Judaism
JSHJ Journal for the Study of  the 

Historical Jesus
JSJ Journal for the Study of 

Judaism
JSJSup Supplements to the Journal 

for the Study of Judaism
JSNT Journal for the Study of  the 

New Testament
JSNTSup Journal for the Study of the 

New Testament: Supplement 
Series

JSOTSup Journal for the Study of the 
Old Testament: Supplement 
Series

JSPSup Journal for the Study of the 
Pseudepigrapha: Supplement 
Series

JTC Journal for Theology and the 
Church

JTS Journal of  Theological Studies
KEK Kritisch-exegetischer Kom-

mentar über das Neue Testa-
ment (Meyer-Kommentar)

KJV King James Version
LBS Linguistic Biblical Studies
lit. literally
LNTS Library of New Testament 

Studies
LSTS Library of Second Temple 

Studies
LXX Septuagint, Greek Old 

Testament
mg. marginal reading/note
MNTC Mo"att New Testament 

Commentary
MNTS McMaster New Testament 

Studies
MT Masoretic Text
n(n). note(s)
NAC New American Commentary
NASB New American Standard Bible
NCB New Century Bible
NIBCNT New International Biblical 

Commentary on the New 
Testament

NICNT New International Commen-
tary on the New Testament

NICOT New International Commen-
tary on the Old Testament

NIGTC New International Greek Tes-
tament Commentary

NIV New International Version
NJB New Jerusalem Bible
NLT New Living Translation
no. number
NovT Novum Testamentum
NovTSup Supplements to Novum 

Testamentum
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xvii

NRSV New Revised Standard Version
n.s. new series
NSBT New Studies in Biblical 

Theology
NT New Testament
NTL New Testament Library
NTM New Testament Monographs
NTR New Testament Readings
NTS New Testament Studies
NTTS New Testament Tools and 

Studies
OT Old Testament
OTL Old Testament Library
OTP The Old Testament Pseude-

pigrapha. Edited by James H. 
Charlesworth. 2 vols. New 
York: Doubleday, 1983–85. 
Repr., Peabody, MA: Hen-
drickson, 2011.

PBTM Paternoster Biblical and Theo-
logical Monographs

PNTC Pillar New Testament 
Commentary

RB Revue biblique
repr. reprinted
RevExp Review and Expositor
RevQ Revue de Qumran
RILP Roehampton Institute London 

Papers
RSV Revised Standard Version
SBEC Studies in the Bible and Early 

Christianity
SBG Studies in Biblical Greek
SBLDS Society of Biblical Literature 

Dissertation Series
SBLECL Society of Biblical Literature 

Early Christianity and Its 
Literature

SBLSP Society of Biblical Literature 
Seminar Papers

SBLSymS Society of Biblical Literature 
Symposium Series

SBT Studies in Biblical Theology
SEBS Scholars’ Editions in Biblical 

Studies
SJT Scottish Journal of  Theology
SNTG Studies in New Testament 

Greek

SNTSMS Society for New Testament 
Studies Monograph Series

SP Sacra Pagina
SSEJC Studies in Scripture in Early 

Judaism and Christianity
ST Studia Theologica

Str-B Strack, H. L., and P. Biller-
beck. Kommentar zum Neuen 

Testament aus Talmud und 

Midrasch. 6 vols. Munich: 
Beck, 1922–61.

SubBi Subsidia Biblica
TB Theologische Bucherei: Neu-

drucke und Berichte aus dem 
20. Jahrhundert

TDNT Theological Dictionary of  the 

New Testament. Edited by 
Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard 
Friedrich. Translated by Geof-
frey W. Bromiley. 10 vols. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1964–76.

TENTS Texts and Editions for New 
Testament Study

TJ Trinity Journal

TNTC Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries

TOTC Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries

trans. translator, translated by, 
translation

TU Texte und Untersuchungen
TynBul Tyndale Bulletin

UBS5 The Greek New Testament, 
United Bible Societies, 5th ed.

v(v). verse(s)
vol(s). volume(s)
VT Vetus Testamentum

WBC Word Biblical Commentary
WMANT Wissenschaftliche Monogra-

phien zum Alten und Neuen 
Testament

WTJ Westminster Theological 

Journal

WUNT Wissenschaftliche Untersu-
chungen zum Neuen Testament
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xviii  Abbreviations

x number of times a form 
occurs

ZECNT Zondervan Exegetical 
Commentary on the New 
Testament

ZNW Zeitschrift für die neutesta-
mentliche Wissenschaft und 
die Kunde der alteren Kirche

Other Jewish and Christian Writings

Alleg. Interp. Philo, Allegorical 
Interpretation

Ant. Josephus, Jewish Antiquities
1 Apol. Justin, First Apology
Barn. Barnabas
b. Ḥag. Babylonian Talmud, Ḥagigah
b. Sanh. Babylonian Talmud, 

Sanhedrin
CD Cairo Genizah copy of the 

Damascus Document

1 Clem. 1 Clement
Conf. Philo, On the Confusion of 

Tongues
Congr. Philo, De congressu eruditio-

nis gratia (On the Preliminary 
Studies)

Dial. Justin, Dialogue with Trypho
Did. Didache
1 En. 1 Enoch (Ethiopic Apocalypse)
Eph. Ignatius, To the Ephesians

Old Testament

Gen. Genesis
Exod. Exodus
Lev. Leviticus
Num. Numbers
Deut. Deuteronomy
Josh. Joshua
Judg. Judges
Ruth Ruth
1–2 Sam. 1–2 Samuel
1–2 Kings 1–2 Kings
1–2 Chron. 1–2 Chronicles
Ezra Ezra

Neh. Nehemiah
Esther Esther
Job Job
Ps(s). Psalm(s)
Prov. Proverbs
Eccles. Ecclesiastes
Song Song of Songs
Isa. Isaiah
Jer. Jeremiah
Lam. Lamentations
Ezek. Ezekiel
Dan. Daniel

Hosea Hosea
Joel Joel
Amos Amos
Obad. Obadiah
Jon. Jonah
Mic. Micah
Nah. Nahum
Hab. Habakkuk
Zeph. Zephaniah
Hag. Haggai
Zech. Zechariah
Mal. Malachi

Matt. Matthew
Mark Mark
Luke Luke
John John
Acts Acts
Rom. Romans
1–2 Cor. 1–2 Corinthians

Gal. Galatians
Eph. Ephesians
Phil. Philippians
Col. Colossians
1–2 Thess. 1–2 Thessalonians
1–2 Tim. 1–2 Timothy
Titus Titus

Philem. Philemon
Heb. Hebrews
James James
1–2 Pet. 1–2 Peter
1–3 John 1–3 John
Jude Jude
Rev. Revelation

New Testament
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xix

1–2 Esd. 1–2 Esdras
Exod. Rab. Exodus Rabbah

Fug. Philo, De fuga et inventione 

(On Flight and Finding)
Jub. Jubilees

J.W. Josephus, Jewish War

Lam. Rab. Lamentations Rabbah

1–4 Macc. 1–4 Maccabees
Midr. Ps. Midrash on Psalms (Midrash 

Tehillim)
Migr. Philo, On the Migration of 

Abraham

m. Sanh. Mishnah, Sanhedrin

Names Philo, On the Change of 

Names

Pss. Sol. Psalms of  Solomon

1QM War Scroll

1QS Rule of  the Community

1QSa Rule of  the Congregation, ap-
pendix a to 1QS (1Q28a)

1QSb Rule of  the Blessings, appen-
dix b to 1QS (1Q28b)

4Q88 Psalms, copy f
4Q246 Apocryphon of  Daniel, in 

Aramaic (4QapocrDan ar)

4Q285 Sefer Hamilḥamah (War 

Scroll, copy g)
4Q286/287 Blessings, copies a and b (Bera/

Berb)
4Q369 Prayer of  Enosh(?)
4Q521 Messianic Apocalypse

4QFlor Florilegium, also Midrash on 

Eschatologya (4Q174)
4QMess ar Messianic Apocalypse, in Ara-

maic (4Q534)
4QpIsaa Pesher on Isaiah, copy a 

(4Q161)
4QpPs37 Pesher on Psalm 37 (4Q171)
Sacr. Philo, On the Sacrifices of 

Cain and Abel

Sir. Sirach
T. Abr. Testament of  Abraham

T. Jos. Testament of  Joseph

T. Levi Testament of  Levi

Tob. Tobit
Virt. Philo, On the Virtues

Wis. Wisdom of Solomon
Worse Philo, That the Worse Attacks 

the Better

y. Taʿan. Jerusalem Talmud, Taʿanit

Other Ancient Sources

Alex. Plutarch, Alexander

BGU Aegyptische Urkunden aus 

den Königlichen Staatlichen 

Museen zu Berlin, Griechische 

Urkunden. 15 vols. Berlin: 
Weidmann, 1895–1937.

CIG Corpus inscriptionum Grae-

carum. Edited by A. Boeckh. 4 
vols. Berlin, 1828–77.

Corp. herm. Corpus hermeticum

GIBM The Collection of  Greek 

Inscriptions in the British 

Museum. 5 vols. London, 
1874–1916.

IG Inscriptiones Graecae. Editio 
minor. Berlin: de Gruyter, 
1924–.

IGR Inscriptiones Graecae ad res 

romanas pertinentes. Edited 
by R. Cagnat et al. 3 vols. 
Paris, 1901–27. Vol. 4, fasci-
cles 1–9, with G. Lafaye. Paris, 
1908–27. Repr., Chicago: Ares, 
1975.

OGIS Orientis Graeci inscriptiones 

selectae. Edited by W. Ditten-
berger. 2 vols. Leipzig: Hirzel, 
1903–5.

P.Berol. Papyri Graecae berolinenses. 
Collected by W. Schubart. 
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. 
Bonn, 1911.

P.Hamb. Griechische Papyrusurkunden 

der Hamburger Staats- und 
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Universitätsbibliothek. Leipzig 
et al., 1911–.

P.Oxy. The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. 
London, 1898–.

P.Tebt. The Tebtunis Papyri. London, 
1902–.

SEG Supplementum epigraphicum 
Graecum. 1923–.

SIG Sylloge inscriptionum Grae-
carum. Edited by Wilhelm 
Dittenberger. 4 vols. 3rd ed. 
Leipzig: Hirzel, 1915–24.

Waddington Inscriptions grecques et latines 
de la syrie. Edited by W. H. 
Waddington. Paris, 1870.
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Introduction

T
he use of the OT within the NT is a perennial topic of NT studies. 
In fact, it has been something of a growth industry among a number 
of publishers over the last decade or so. The result has been the pub-

lication of numerous articles on various particular passages, and especially of 
increasing numbers of books and monographs that explore various dimensions 
of this topic. Yet I believe that, in more than a few instances, these studies 
have not so much advanced the discussion as muddied it by using imprecise, 
ambiguous, or otherwise problematic terminology and by failing to generate 
productive and replicable methods of analysis. Much of this terminological 
and methodological confusion, I believe, revolves around the growth and 
development of the notion of what is often called “intertextuality,” a term 
introduced into literary critical parlance as a poststructuralist response to 
the use of language. As I will note elsewhere in this volume, especially in 
chapters 1 and 2, the word intertextuality, even if not a clear articulation of 
what it represents, has captivated much of the field of NT studies as various 
scholars have tacitly adopted this terminology. Along with intertextuality, 
terminology such as citation, allusion, and echo has also been introduced into 
the discussion. Estimates of the usefulness of this terminology have varied.

This volume is not so much about the topic of intertextuality, or even a 
critique of such a notion. To the contrary, this is a volume that attempts to 
move beyond the standard treatment of the OT in the NT—an approach 
that in its usual form I have criticized—and explores the larger question of 
the use of sacred tradition in the NT. The volume is divided into four sepa-
rate though interrelated parts. The first part consists of two chapters that 
describe the background, methods, and terms of the discussion. There is a 
long and complex history of discussion examining sacred tradition, and the 
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xxii  Introduction

first chapter explores the nature of this ongoing research by o"ering a study 
of the background to this discussion of sacred tradition. The second chapter 
spells out the importance of method and terminology in such discussion. 
Going beyond traditional invocation of single OT passages and their use in 
the NT, this chapter develops the concept of continuity within sacred tradition 
and defines the pertinent terms in such discussion. Included is a response to 
recent criticism by Gregory Beale (whose contributions to this topic, the use 
of the OT in the NT, are well known) of my perspective on the use of such 
tradition. These two chapters clear the ground and make a clear proposal 
as to what we are looking for when we study sacred tradition. We are trying 
to move away from mechanical and formulaic conceptions and toward the 
appropriation of important sacred traditions (not just verses) as they are 
developed further within the NT.

With these two methodological chapters in place, we move to parts 2–4, 
which are concerned with the application of suitable analytic terminology 
to sacred tradition. Part 2 o"ers three studies related to the character and 
nature of Jesus in relation to sacred tradition. In this series of studies, various 
sacred traditions—whether individual passages or larger concepts—are used 
to explicate the role and function of Jesus in the Gospels. These include major 
sacred traditions such as Son of Man, Su"ering Servant, and Messiah, along 
with their OT traditions. These are some of the most widely discussed and 
interesting traditions that the NT authors draw upon in their explication of 
the Christian message. Chapter 3 draws upon Dan. 7:13 to explore the nature 
of the Son of Man tradition in the Gospels. Ample discussion has produced 
varying opinions on the use of the term Son of Man, especially since it is the 
most widely found apparent self-reference of Jesus. I begin by examining the 
range of OT and extrabiblical Jewish evidence for use of this phrase. There 
is a surprisingly large amount of evidence, but much of it is not relevant for 
understanding the use of the phrase in the Gospels. The Gospel evidence 
includes three major types of Son of Man sayings; yet the Danielic tradition 
provides a suitable background for the range of Son of Man language in the 
Gospels. I choose to focus on one particular passage, Mark 14:62, in which 
Jesus depicts himself as the Son of Man of Dan. 7:13 (and Ps. 110:1), who 
comes on the judgment throne seated next to God to judge humanity.

Chapter 4 explores the Su"ering Servant tradition of Isa. 42–53 and Jesus 
as the Messiah and even the Son of Man. The Su"ering Servant has fallen on 
hard times in NT studies, but I try to revive its currency within the Gospel 
depictions of Jesus. After a look at Acts 8, I examine the tradition of the Suf-
fering Servant within the Gospels and especially in relation to Jesus. Then 
in particular I explore Mark 10:45, a passage that stands out among Gospel 
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passages for its depiction of Jesus as the servant who gives his life as a ransom 
for others. This raises the question of whether this passage—which many have 
declared to be inauthentic—was uttered by Jesus. I conclude that it was, and I 
defend the saying’s authenticity on the basis of a number of plausible criteria.

The final chapter (5) of this section looks at Jesus as the Son of God and 
the Messiah within the NT and the larger Greco-Roman context. Whereas 
the two previous chapters concentrate on the Jewish traditions for under-
standing Jesus, this chapter turns to the Greco-Roman traditions. We do not 
typically think of these as sacred traditions, because they are not sacred to 
our Judeo-Christian heritages, but they did have a religious function within 
the world of their time. I explore how the NT writers appear to be fully aware 
of this Greco-Roman context while also defining Jesus in distinction to the 
contemporary secular rulers.

Part 3 o"ers two further studies, in which sacred tradition plays a role in 
the NT material, here concentrating upon the Gospels. The first, chapter 6, 
examines the Passover theme and John’s Gospel. Here I begin with the Pass-
over tradition of Exod. 12 and show how this involved narrative is developed 
throughout John’s Gospel. Some previous scholars have identified occasional 
Passover motifs within John’s Gospel, but I believe that the theme of Jesus 
being the sacrificial Passover lamb constitutes a unifying factor that is devel-
oped throughout the Gospel—beginning with John the Baptist’s proclamation 
of Jesus as the Lamb of God, and ending with Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb, 
crucified but without having any of his bones broken on the cross.

Chapter 7 addresses the tradition of Ps. 22 and Jesus’s death on the cross. 
This psalm has been widely used in both biblical studies and systematic 
theology as the basis for expositing the notion of the death of God. No 
doubt, if one concentrates on the first verse of this psalm, the attitude is one 
of despair. However, contemporary Jewish exegetical technique, as evidenced 
both inside and outside of the NT, does not confine itself simply to the verse 
or verses cited but uses the initial verse or verses as a means of invoking a 
larger unit, here the entire psalm. Psalm 22 ends with a note of triumph that, 
I believe, Jesus is invoking when he hangs on the cross. Rather than sound-
ing a note of despair, Jesus’s use of Ps. 22 signals his triumph through his 
sacrificial death.

Part 4 concerns sacred tradition and the Epistles. Chapter 8 examines how 
Gen. 15:6, regarding Abraham being saved by faith, is used in both Paul and 
the Letter of James. Paul invokes this passage concerning Abraham in two 
major places, Rom. 4 and Gal. 2, while James 2 uses the same passage. As a 
result of their apparent varied treatments, a number of scholars have been per-
plexed by what appear to be contradictory statements about the relationship 
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xxiv  Introduction

of Abraham to faith. A further consequence is varied theories regarding the 
relationship of Paul and James in the emerging developments of early Chris-
tianity. I contend that the apparent di"erences are not as extreme as many 
have thought, and that in fact Paul and James have a similar perspective on 
Abraham and faith.

Chapter 9, like chapter 8 in its use of Abraham, draws on sacred tradi-
tion related to Esau in both Paul and Hebrews. This chapter, contributed to 
this volume by Bryan R. Dyer, begins with a thorough examination of the 
abundant material about Esau in the OT and Second Temple literature. Then 
Dyer turns to both Romans and Hebrews, where Esau is treated within the 
NT. He sees a contrasting treatment of Esau, who is depicted as not respon-
sible for his own actions in Romans yet is seen as responsible for them in the 
book of Hebrews. These contrasting, though not necessarily contradictory, 
depictions o"er insights into the use of sacred tradition regarding Esau by 
the di"erent NT authors.

The final chapter (10) explores how Jesus Christ is depicted within Paul’s 
Letters. With undue certainty, much scholarship proclaims that Paul appears 
to know next to nothing about Jesus and that his letters are devoid of such 
content. I think that this is clearly not the case. In fact, an examination of 
the evidence shows that Paul appears to have known quite a bit about Jesus 
in several di"erent categories, including quite a number of facts about Jesus’s 
life. Paul specifically reflects what he thought of Jesus by how he addresses 
him and how he depicts him. These depictions indicate that Paul thought of 
Jesus as more than simply a man, as even the Messiah and the divine Son.

Even though the chapters within this volume draw on a number of di"er-
ent sacred traditions and even di"erent types of sacred tradition, the focus is 
clearly on how this tradition informs our knowledge of Jesus. I readily admit 
that this book covers some of the expected NT topics and the sacred tradi-
tions on which they draw. I hope, however, that I have explored these topics 
in some unique ways and o"ered some unusual treatments of other traditions 
that yield additional insights into Jesus. This volume is designed for students 
of the NT, in particular advanced students who are wishing to move beyond 
the usual introductions to such topics, and for scholars who are seeking a 
fresh examination of topics all too easily overlooked and neglected because 
we believe that we have exhausted them.
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1

PA RT  1
BACKGROUND, 

METHOD, AND 

TERMINOLOGY

T
hese two opening chapters set the framework upon which the rest of 
this book builds, although the subsequent chapters go significantly 
beyond the focus of these two chapters. The two initial chapters of 

this first part frame the discussion of how sacred tradition is discussed in rela-
tion to the NT by engaging some of the most important and central discussions 
over the last thirty or so years. The topic of how the OT is appropriated within 
the NT—usually discussed by focusing on individual instances of invocation 
of the OT in the NT—has resulted in a wide variety of approaches to the 
topic.1 Even though in recent discussion a regularizing of the vocabulary can 
be seen, a relatively wide range of terminological disputes remain, to the point 

1. I have been part of this discussion in a number of places, as indicated by my more note-
worthy attempts: Porter, “Use of the Old Testament in the New Testament” (1997); Porter, 
“Further Comments on the Use of the Old Testament in the New Testament” (2006); and 
Porter, “Allusions and Echoes” (2008).
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that much of this language and the methods associated with it have resulted 
in confusion and enduring interpretive problems. Along the way, there have 
been various attempts to bring clarity to the task and terminology of how 
one determines when the NT writers were using a passage from the OT; these 
two chapters discuss some of the most significant examples of such work. 
On the basis of previous writing that I have done on this topic, I engage such 
work in an e"ort to further clarify some of the issues involved, point toward 
a shared vocabulary for interpretation, and provide a possible way forward 
in the continuing discussion, at least as I exemplify this in the chapters that 
follow. Along the way, I try to find a common terminological language that 
can be used for such discussion.

In many di"erent and noteworthy ways, the chapters that make up the 
bulk of this book are a continuation of this previous discussion. I therefore 
thought it important to draw on my earlier work—with appropriate revisions 
and updates—at the beginning of this volume, as a means of setting the ap-
propriate context for my subsequent essays. The two chapters in part 1 borrow 
heavily from three articles that I have written on the topic, while updating 
the dialogue and interacting with more recent discussions and material. I 
hope that by my revisiting these discussions, the arguments in parts 2–4 of 
this work will be given an adequate background and allow us to engage more 
fully in how the NT writers make use of sacred tradition.

 Background, Method, and Terminology
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