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Foreword

Several years ago I realized that the only thing better than going 

out into creation and enjoying all that it has to offer is letting the 

Creator come into me and enjoying all he has to offer. This change 

in my frame of mind as an outdoorsman completely altered the 

way I entered the fields and woods.

Before this discovery my only focus as I hunted was the chal-

lenge of outsmarting the amazingly well-developed defensive skills 

of animals like deer and elk, as well as birds like the wild turkey. 

After I understood that God, my Maker, wanted to use my love 

of his creation as an entry door into my soul, I began actively and 

deliberately looking for the ways he would do it. The first time 

I saw how God could use the outdoors to change my inner man 

took place just after dawn one frosty morning while I was sitting 

on a deer stand.

As I sat hoping for the appearance of a whitetail, the sun began 

to send its bright streams of light through the timber. One of 

the rays seemed to fall on me like a theater spotlight, and that’s 

when I noticed that as I exhaled, a thick white mist was boiling 

out of my mouth forming a floating cloud in front of my face. 

The wind was calm that morning so the puff just hung there for 

a few seconds, then drifted slowly away. I assumed that in the 

sunlight, the movement of the mist was something that could 

be easily seen by the keen eyes of a deer, so I attempted a few 

things to stop it.

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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I tried exhaling slower, then faster, out of the side of my mouth, 

and even into my gloves. Nothing worked. The clouds still formed 

and tumbled noticeably in the sunlit air. Finally, I gave up on my 

efforts to conceal the evidence that I was a breathing being and 

started playing with the fog I couldn’t stop.

I tried making rings with it the way I’ve seen people do with 

cigars. I looked skyward and pretended I was an Indian sending 

smoke signals. And at one point I smiled as the thought of breakfast 

made me wonder if I could create the shape of a plate of biscuits and 

gravy. Then, a few moments later, something surprisingly serious 

happened. As another white cloud of my breath wafted off into 

the woods, a familiar verse from the book of James drifted into 

my mind: “You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and 

then vanishes away” (4:14 NASB).

I began to see myself in the temporary clouds I was making. As 

each one appeared then disappeared, I quietly thought, That’s me, 

that’s Annie (my wife), that’s my children, that’s life!

To have an encounter with such a profound and undeniable 

truth while on a deer stand actually caught me a little off guard. I 

never expected that my emotions could turn all mushy and reflec-

tive while I was engaged in the rawness of a hunt. Yet they did. 

Even though it felt a little awkward and unusual, it felt good . . . 

and it felt right.

I left the woods that day a different man. Understanding that 

the “hang time” of my own vapor of life was not all that long, the 

changes that came were real and lasting. From showing my family 

more attention to embracing friendships a little tighter to being 

more mindful of my spiritual health, I felt motivated to make sure 

my cloud counted for something good.

After that unforgettable epiphany, I started looking for other 

eternal truths that God wanted me to “harvest” while enjoying his 

great outdoors. There have been many, and most of those insights 

have been written into several books to help other outdoorsmen 

see them as well.

Because there seems to be a growing hunger among hunters and 

anglers for books that feed their souls, and because I’m well aware 

that I can’t reach every one of them with my own writing, I was 

doubly excited to know that Zeke Pipher had chosen to put his 
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own discoveries into a book. In Pursuit is skillfully written and is 

full of well-told stories to illustrate the biblical truths he presents.

Whether you’ve been a follower of Christ for a long time or 

you’re new to the “narrow trail,” you’ll be glad you have a copy of 

this book because on every page you’ll find directions that will help 

guide you to higher spiritual ground.

Steve Chapman 
Author, A Look at Life from a Deer Stand 

www.steveandanniechapman.com
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Note to the Reader

Five years ago, a seasoned elk guide called me and said, “If you’ll 

meet me in New Mexico, I’ll teach you how to hunt elk.” I had 

never hunted elk before, and the one time I had tried to make a 

bugle on an elk call, I sounded like a donkey caught in a foot trap. 

I took my friend up on his offer, and for seven days he taught me 

how to read elk sign, dialogue with bulls, and scamper up and down 

mountains to get into position. I went into the trip as green as the 

pine trees we napped under, but I walked away an elk hunter. The 

secret to my evolution: I listened to my guide’s voice.

The book of Proverbs presents wisdom as a person, a guide, 

who calls out to us and offers to teach us how to live. “Wisdom 

cries aloud in the street, in the markets she raises her voice” (Prov. 

1:20). The promise Wisdom makes to us is that if we will listen to 

her voice and put her words into action, she will help us live a life 

rich in meaning, purpose, and relationship with God. “Whoever 

listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread 

of disaster” (Prov. 1:33).

I wrote In Pursuit to help sportsmen listen to Wisdom’s voice 

through God’s Word. It’s meant to be a companion book to the 

Bible, not a replacement of the Scriptures. If you only have time 

to read one or the other, feed your soul from the choicest meat, 

the Bible. Yet, if you have time for both, In Pursuit will illustrate, 

explain, and apply truth in ways that will help you better under-

stand God’s Word. To make the most of this book, I would suggest 
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reading the passage referenced at the beginning of each devotion. I 

carefully selected passages that are relevant to the content and that 

will help you interact with Wisdom’s voice on a deeper level. The 

prayers at the end of each devotion are simply to “prime the pump” 

and lead you into a personal conversation with God about your life.

I’m thankful to the men and women who let me tell their stories 

in this book—I have changed many of their names and a few of 

the minor details in order to protect their identities. Many of the 

ideas and illustrations in this devotional came to me while I was 

sitting in tree stands along the Platte River in Nebraska or fly-

fishing in one of Colorado’s many trout streams. I tried to bring 

these moments in nature into my writing in such a way that, with 

every flip of a page, you would smell hints of Nebraska cedar or 

hear the rumbling of a Colorado stream. My hope for you is that 

as you read In Pursuit, you will sense the nearness of God, the 

friendship of the author, and the exhilaration of creation. Enjoy 

the pursuit, my friend.
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1

The Gigantic Secret

Scripture Passage: “Behold, the dwelling place of God 

is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be 

his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God.” —Revelation 21:3

Read: Genesis 2

We often want the good things God gives but not God himself. 

When we do this, we act like my German wirehair when he wants 

a bone. Ezra has the uncanny ability to sense when I’ve visited the 

pet store. I’ll pull into the driveway, and he’ll be sitting obediently 

in his kennel with eager eyes and a wagging tail. When I let him 

out, he treats me like I’m a god, performing tricks, licking my 

hand, and rubbing up against my hip as if to say, “You’re the most 

important thing in my world.” And then I give him the bone, and 

he takes it to the corner of the garage, wraps his slobbery gums 

around it, and gives me a look as if to say, “Stay away. If you try to 

take my bone, I’ll bite your hand off!”

We are the ones who lose out when we have this attitude toward 

God. We weren’t made to enjoy life apart from our Creator. The 

book of Genesis shows us a major design feature about us as people: 

we were meant to find our significance, pleasure, and acceptance 

in a close relationship with our Maker. God created us to be with 

him. The Garden of Eden was paradise, not primarily because the 

fruit was luscious and the lions were friendly, but because God was 

so close to Adam and Eve. God’s voice was the sound of warmth, 

pleasure, and familiarity to them. His presence provided this first 

couple with unending excitement and challenge.

We are all created to need this closeness to God. When we act 

like my dog, trying to enjoy God’s gifts apart from God, it leaves 

us unsatisfied. Some of the most miserable people in the world 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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have fancy homes, big families, and gigantic tracts of land. Yet, 

they still feel empty inside because they are trying to enjoy these 

things without Jesus. Nothing God gives us, no matter how good 

the gift, holds the power to satisfy us like his presence. As Psalm 

17:15 states, “As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; 

when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.”

Thanks to the gospel of Jesus Christ, we can be rightly related 

to God and experience his presence and pleasure every moment 

of every day. We don’t need to take the meaty, delicious bones that 

God gives us and then run off to a dark, private place, growling at 

the Giver if he makes a move in our direction. We get to do life 

with him, experiencing a joy that’s unfamiliar to those who don’t 

know him. As G. K. Chesterton said, “Joy, which was the small 

publicity of the pagan, is the gigantic secret of the Christian.”1

Are you experiencing the gigantic secret of the Christian life? 

You can be—all you need to do is choose to live life with God by 

grace through faith in his Son.

Prayer

God, you have created me to know you in a personal way. Help me to 

not be merely religious, practicing rituals and making sacrifices without 

engaging my heart. Help me keep you the most important thing in my 

life, even more important than your amazing gifts. Amen.

1. G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy, vol. 1 of G. K. Chesterton Collected Works (San 
Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1986), 365.
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2

Always in Pursuit

Scripture Passage: “So we are always of good courage. 

We know that while we are at home in the body we are 

away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.” 

—2 Corinthians 5:6–7

Read: Hebrews 11

I clean my hunting room once a year, usually in January, after deer 

season. By the middle of winter, not even Christopher Columbus 

would be able to discover the floor of that room in our basement—

it’s mounded to the ceiling with dirty clothes, empty hand warmer 

packages, and hunting gear.

A few years ago, my ten-year-old son, Aidan, joined me in 

the annual cleaning ritual. As we were rummaging through what 

remained from last season’s hunting expeditions, he found a green 

slip of paper. “What’s this, Dad?”

“That’s the unfilled tag from my Kansas deer hunt,” I replied.

A few moments later he asked, “What about this one?”

“That’s from my elk hunt to Oregon, bud.”

“And this one?” he asked, holding up yet another piece of paper.

I wanted to say, “Let’s stop talking and get back to work,” but 

I swallowed hard, and replied, “Uh, well . . . that’s my turkey tag 

from Nebraska.”

He looked at the three tags, paused for a moment, and then 

exclaimed, “Wow, you did a lot of hunting this season, but not a 

lot of catching.”

Every sportsman knows the experience of pursuing something 

that he can’t quite catch. This reminds me of the Christian life 

this side of eternity. We are ever in pursuit of God—wanting to 

see Jesus, hear his voice, and witness his every move. And while 

we have his Spirit with us at all times, we know that we will not 
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be with him until we are in glory. This physical separation from 

the one we love the most creates a longing in us. The apostle Paul 

phrased this perfectly when he said, “We would rather be away 

from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). So in this 

life we wait. And while we wait, we keep pursuing.

There are several parallels between the life of a sportsman and 

the life of a Christian. Both require a thoughtful, diligent, patient 

approach. As the sportsman spends hours studying his terrain, 

checking his equipment, and preparing for the moment he encoun-

ters his prey, so the Christian also prepares himself to meet God. 

This involves pursuing a God who we cannot see yet. It also means 

learning about God through reading the Scriptures, talking with 

God by praying, and developing greater discipline to obey God’s 

commands. There is no shortcut to successfully pursuing God; it 

takes great commitment and diligence. Again, Paul says it well: “I 

press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).

Being with Jesus in heaven one day will make all the work 

worthwhile.

Abraham Lincoln once said, “With the catching ends the plea-

sure of the chase.” The opposite is true of the Christian life, for 

the moment we actually “catch” God—stand in Jesus’s presence 

and apprehend his beauty and power—will be the beginning of 

paradise. For the Christian, when the chase ends, true life begins.

Prayer

Jesus, I can’t wait to actually see you face-to-face. Please give me the 

strength and courage of heart to pursue you until that moment. Help 

me have no other interests that take priority over my passion to know 

you and be changed into your image. Amen.

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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3

Rugged, Empty 

Individualism

Scripture Passage: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, 

we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, 

into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 

together by every joint with which it is equipped, when 

each part is working properly, makes the body grow so 

that it builds itself up in love.” —Ephesians 4:15–16

Read: 1 Corinthians 12:12–26

“I don’t need organized religion! I spend time with God in the 

great outdoors. The woods are my sanctuary!”

A man in elk camp lifted both of his arms in the air, looked up 

at the canyons surrounding our campfire, and made that declaration 

in response to my question, “Where do you go to church?” Three 

other men in camp affirmed their agreement to his statement of 

rugged individualism.

This attitude is both true and false. On one hand, every sports-

man should worship God in his creation. That’s one of the primary 

reasons why God gave us nature—he wanted us to see his power 

and character in the breathtaking things he’s created. “For what can 

be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it 

to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 

divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation 

of the world, in the things that have been made” (Rom. 1:19–20).

For a person who follows Jesus, all of life is holy. Every place 

we find ourselves is a sacred space—forests, fields, living rooms, 

garages, and sanctuaries. We are with God in all of these places. 

But not all spaces inspire the same response from us. Like many 

reading this book, I sense a special connection with my Creator 
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when I’m surrounded by trees or when I’m on the water—far from 

concrete, cars, and other things made with human hands. It is 

entirely appropriate to worship in nature.

But if an attitude of rugged individualism prevents us from 

holding a deep commitment to our local community of believ-

ers, we lose something special. And when we are absent from our 

spiritual community, we cause others to lose something special as 

well. The apostle Paul describes our choice to put our faith in Jesus 

as an immersion by the Spirit of God into the body of Christ (cf. 

1 Cor. 12:13). When we gain salvation, we are no longer isolated, 

autonomous beings; we become vital, interdependent members 

of a unified community. As Paul states, “Now you are the body of 

Christ and individually members of it” (1 Cor. 12:27).

One of the most ruggedly independent, courageous steps a 

sportsman can take today is to turn away from his previously iso-

lated life and say, “I’m going to do the difficult work of commit-

ting deeply to my local church. I’m going to be a man who serves 

others and allows myself to be served by others. I’m going to play 

my role in the body.”

When a man does this, he gains not only the beauty of worship-

ing God by himself in creation but also the thrill of being shoulder 

to shoulder with his brothers and sisters in Christ. As satisfying as 

it is to spend time in nature, nothing can replace the adventure we 

embarked on when the Spirit of God baptized us into the body 

of Christ. We were once alone, but no more. We are now a part of 

the greatest community on earth.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, thank you for baptizing me into the body of Christ at the 

moment of my salvation. Now please give me the commitment of heart 

to participate and contribute to my local church. Help me lay down my 

sense of rugged, empty individualism for a sense of community. Amen.
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