
Telling the Truth
A Book about Lying

Carolyn Larsen  
Illustrated by Tim O’Connor

C

Growing God’s Kids

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group) (Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)

Carolyn Larsen, Telling the Truth
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2016. Used by permission.



Text © 2016 by Carolyn Larsen
Illustrations © 2016 by Baker Publishing Group

Published by Baker Books
a division of Baker Publishing Group
P.O. Box 6287, Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6287
www.bakerbooks.com

Printed in the United States of America

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any 
means—for example, electronic, photocopy, recording—without 
the prior written permission of the publisher. The only exception 
is brief quotations in printed reviews.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Larsen, Carolyn, 1950– author.
Title: Telling the truth : a book about lying / Carolyn Larsen ; 

illustrated by Tim O’Connor.
Description: Grand Rapids : Baker Books, 2016. | Series: 

Growing God’s kids
Identifiers: LCCN 2016011306 | ISBN 9780801009266
Subjects: LCSH: Truthfulness and falsehood—Religious 

aspects—Christianity—Juvenile literature. | Truthfulness 
and falsehood in children—Juvenile literature. | Bible. 
Colossians, III, 9—Criticism, interpretation, etc.—Juvenile 
literature.

Classification: LCC BV4647.T7 L37 2016 | DDC 241/.3—
dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016011306

Scripture quotation is from the Contemporary English Version 
© 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by permission.

16 17 18 19 20 21 22   7 6 5 4 3 2 1

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)

Carolyn Larsen, Telling the Truth
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2016. Used by permission.



Stop lying to each other. 
You have given up your old 
way of life with its habits.

COLOSSIANS 3:9
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See that boy? That’s Max. 
Sometimes he says things he 

knows aren’t true. That’s called lying, 
and Max does it on purpose!

My name is Leonard, and 
I’m Max’s favorite toy.
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Max’s mom has a rule: Play soccer outside—
not in the house. “Things get broken when 

balls are kicked inside,” she tells Max.

Even though Max knows the rule, he kicks his 
soccer ball into the living room. Crash! Bang! It hits 
a lamp and breaks it.
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“I didn’t do it!” Max says.

Mom knows that Max is not telling the truth. He 
is telling a lie.

“It’s important to always tell the truth, even if 
you’re afraid to tell me,” Mom reminds Max.
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