


G

_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   5_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   5 8/20/20   2:09 PM8/20/20   2:09 PM

Raising Spirit-Led Kids • Seth Dahl 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



© 2020 by Seth Dahl

Published by Chosen Books
11400 Hampshire Avenue South
Bloomington, Minnesota 55438
www.chosenbooks.com

Chosen Books is a division of
Baker Publishing Group, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Printed in the United States of America

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means— for example, electronic, photo-
copy, recording— without the prior written permission of the publisher. The only 
exception is brief quotations in printed reviews.

ISBN 978-0-8007-9998-4 (paper)
ISBN 978-0-8007-6219-3 (casebound)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2020943525

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the New King James Ver-
sion®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations labeled bsb are from The Holy Bible, Berean Study Bible, BSB, 
copyright © 2016, 2018, 2019 by Bible Hub. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide.

Scripture quotations labeled esv are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publish-
ers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. ESV Text Edition: 2016

Scripture quotations labeled nasb are from the New American Standard Bible® 
(NASB), copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by 
The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. www.Lockman.org

Scripture quotations labeled niv are from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNA-
TIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Scripture quotations labeled nlt are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Transla-
tion, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission 
of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

In some cases, the identifying details of individuals have been changed to protect 
privacy.

20 21 22 23 24 25 26   7 6 5 4 3 2 1

20 21 22 23 24 25 26   7 6 5 4 3 2 1

_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   6_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   6 8/20/20   2:09 PM8/20/20   2:09 PM

Raising Spirit-Led Kids • Seth Dahl 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



7

Contents

Acknowledgments    9
Foreword by Bill Johnson    11
Introduction    15

 Part One Building with God

 1. The House That God Builds    23
 2. The Way They Should Go    35
 3. Stay a Novice    43

 Part Two The Spirit- Guided Parent

 4. Raising Sons and Daughters    59
 5. Dreaming with God    73
 6. Do Not (Always) Tell the Truth    83

 Part Three Spirit- Filled Children

 7. Learning God’s Alphabet    99
 8. Children Who See    111
 9. Exercising Our Senses    121

_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   7_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   7 8/20/20   2:09 PM8/20/20   2:09 PM

Raising Spirit-Led Kids • Seth Dahl 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



8

Contents

 10. Word Becoming Flesh    137
 11. They Have Been with Jesus    145

 Part Four Conclusion

 12. Staying Hungry    155
 13. Fighting and Building    163

_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   8_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   8 8/20/20   2:09 PM8/20/20   2:09 PM

Raising Spirit-Led Kids • Seth Dahl 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



9

Acknowledgments

To Lauren, Molly and Abigail for helping edit and fine- tune 
the content of this book. To the parents who have allowed me 
to speak into their families and help with their kids. To all my 
leaders and pastors who have helped make me the Christian 
that I am, as well as the husband and father that I am. To my 
children who have taught me so much about being a child of 
God. Thank you from my whole heart.

_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   9_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   9 8/20/20   2:09 PM8/20/20   2:09 PM

Raising Spirit-Led Kids • Seth Dahl 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



11

Foreword

The Israelites were given instructions on how to keep the super-
natural interventions of God at the forefront of their minds. 
To help with this assignment, they were to keep their miracle 
history as a vibrant part of their conversation. They were to 
rehearse the stories continuously to their children. By doing so, 
they would pass down more than a shared bank of memories. 
These testimonies— repeated again and again— would build an 
infrastructure in the mindsets and values of their children. This 
was so that there could be another generation who lived with 
both an awareness of God’s presence and an understanding of 
His character. Future generations would then inherit the legacy 
of their parents’ relationship with the God of promises, thus 
establishing an expectation for His goodness upon which they 
would build their lives. In this way, the Israelites would inhabit 
their promised land in the way God intended.

The principle that good stewardship invites increase is a 
Kingdom principle that is applicable in every area of our lives. 
God chose to give Himself to the Israelites as an inheritance, 
as He did with us, but it was the job of the parents to train 
their children into the awareness and stewardship of that gift. 
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Foreword

We can and do outsource the task of training our children to 
trusted teachers, coaches and pastors. But the role of guiding 
our children in their relationship with God lays first and fore-
most at our feet. No matter what else I choose to do with my 
days, my family is the first church that I pastor.

Raising Spirit- Led Kids is built upon this premise. God has 
gifted uniquely each parent, grandparent and caregiver to stir 
up the hunger for God in the children under their care. Psalm 
78 speaks of an entire generation coming to know their identity 
“that they should put their confidence in God” (Psalm 78:7 
nasb). That is what this book is working toward.

Seth Dahl was an integral part of the Bethel team for over ten 
wonderful years. His impact is felt to this day. During his time 
with us, children and families were given the freedom to explore 
their relationship with the Holy Spirit and with the power of 
the supernatural. We believe so deeply that there is no junior 
Holy Spirit that if a difficult cancer case needs healing, we will 
often send that case to the kids. If a leadership team is hungry 
to hear from God, it is often the elementary school that gets 
enlisted. When the glory clouds first manifested during a Bethel 
service, none of the adults knew what to do. There was not any 
manual for such an experience! But the kids knew. Without any 
hesitation, they ran into the manifestation of His presence with 
outstretched arms, dancing and laughing. When children have 
been empowered to explore the fullness of their relationship 
with God, we demonstrate wisdom when we follow their lead.

Raising Spirit- Led Kids is filled with practical tools, biblical 
insights and firsthand testimonies of families who were empow-
ered to grab ahold of all that the Lord has for their children. 
Seth offers wisdom gleaned from his many years of experience 
in ministry working with thousands of families, but also from 
his experience as a father to his own children. Children were 
always meant to be an integral part of a family’s Kingdom 
assignment on the earth. They are “arrows in the hands of a 
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warrior” (Psalm 127:4 niv). As Seth writes, “No warrior can 
afford to enter a battle with arrows he did not help shape.”

I would encourage every person involved in raising children 
to read this book. Let it inspire and challenge you to take the 
reins of your children’s spiritual training, building within them 
an awareness of God’s presence until we can inhabit our prom-
ised land— on earth as it is in heaven.

Bill Johnson, 
Bethel Church, Redding, California, 

author of Raising Giant- Killers and The Way of  Life
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Introduction

My first four years ministering to children were spent in the 
projects of New York City. On average, we would have 200 
children attend our outdoor Sunday School services. We would 
arrive and set tarps down on the sidewalk for the kids to sit on, 
and then we would grab a stack of fliers and wait outside their 
school. The fliers had pictures of our logo and the candy the 
kids would receive after attending Sunday School.

We did this regardless of what the weather was. Sometimes 
it was over ninety degrees and humid, and other times it was 
below freezing. We believed that if the drug dealers showed up 
no matter the weather to try to corrupt these kids, we would 
show up and preach the Gospel.

Once the school bell rang, it was mere seconds before the 
sidewalks were flooded with children. We passed out our fliers 
excitedly and announced our event loudly to the children who 
had slipped past us without grabbing one. The entire time 
someone would stay with the truck, blast music and use the 
microphone to invite kids to come join us on the sidewalk. As 
soon as the rush died down, the people passing out fliers would 
head back to the truck and prepare to start the first service.
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Introduction

When it was hot, we played water games to keep everyone 
cool. When it was cold and our hands were frozen to the micro-
phones, we served hot chocolate and steaming cups of noodles 
to kids and parents. Many times, the kids would sit on the tarps 
and the parents would sit on benches behind them. Drug deals 
were happening quite consistently around us as we ministered. 
Sometimes it was even the parents who participated in the drug 
deals. They took the opportunity of their kids being occupied 
to make a little money.

We did this five days a week, and most days we had two or 
three separate services. As soon as we finished one, we would 
drive to a different housing community and start again. Be-
tween the seventeen teams doing this simultaneously and the 
3,000 kids we brought to the church on Saturdays, we reached 
an average of 20,000 children per week. Many days we only 
stopped when it was too dark to continue.

While this was a satisfying and powerful time of ministry, I 
felt led to make a change. I left New York and moved to Red-
ding, California. A few years earlier I had been saved radically 
and delivered from drugs, so I knew that God could do incred-
ible things—I just was not seeing it very often. I felt led to go 
somewhere I could see God move in power and learn how to 
experience that for myself.

I spent the following ten years in Redding both learning and 
ministering. I created a Sidewalk Sunday School program for 
the children who lived in trailer parks and low- income housing 
areas. While the services were much smaller than the ones I had 
facilitated in New York, the goal was the same: reach as many 
children as possible. I combined what I brought from New York 
with what I was learning in Redding. Because of that, we saw 
the children begin to walk with God in ways that most adults 
only dream of.

We saw children pray for a homeless man who had destroyed 
one of his knees. Moments later he was sprinting across a 
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baseball field. We saw children pray for one of their friends 
who had warts all over her hands, and within days they were 
gone completely. Another girl had torn something in her shoul-
der and could not lift her arm. During worship, she heard God 
tell her to lift her arm and follow along with the hand motions 
of the song. After she argued back and forth with God a few 
times, telling Him that she could not lift her arm, she finally 
tried it. Whatever she had torn was healed. Her parents told 
us that when she got home, she was even able to do pull- ups.

A boy who had been suffering from many daily seizures 
was set free instantly. This happened as the children gathered 
around him and told the seizures to leave him alone in Jesus’ 
name. During these years, we also saw countless children get 
filled with the Holy Spirit, oftentimes needing to be carried out 
of the service because they were overcome by His presence. The 
stories go on and on.

I began to travel to other cities and nations teaching chil-
dren’s ministers what we had learned about children and God. 
During a ministry trip to England, I became friends with one 
of the other speakers. Over a meal she mentioned casually that 
there were several things that many children’s pastors do in 
church that she never would. One of those things was praying 
for children to be filled with the Holy Spirit. She had my atten-
tion, since the whole reason I was there to speak was because 
of the things we saw in our church that she was now telling 
me she would never do. When I asked her why, she told me she 
could never rob the parents of being part of those beautiful 
experiences. My mind was blown, and I have pondered that 
conversation ever since.

A little while later, I was invited to Austria to lead a confer-
ence that had both children and parents in attendance. Up until 
that point, I had focused my time on training other children’s 
workers. I had never done anything that included both parents 
and children, and I was nervous. I planned the days to be similar 
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Introduction

to what I would have done if I had been ministering to children’s 
workers, but instead of leading the children’s workers in the 
ministry and activation times, I would lead the parents as if 
they were the ministry team to their own children.

I will never forget what happened during those four days. 
In all of my years as a children’s pastor, I have never seen any-
thing as powerful. Parents and children experienced God deeply 
together. During one of the sessions, the children and parents 
wrote down their sins, the feelings those sins created, and any 
names they had taken as an identity due to those actions and 
feelings. They then brought their papers up to the stage where 
we had placed a cross, and the families left their papers and 
everything written on them at the cross.

Shortly after, a young boy with his grandmother came to me 
weeping. Through a translator he told me that he wanted to 
give his life to Jesus. I explained that by bringing those things 
to the cross, he had given his life to Jesus already, and now Jesus 
wanted to give His life to the young boy. We took a couple of 
minutes and prayed for him as the Lord filled him with the life 
and love of God.

After another session about engaging our hearts as we read 
the Bible, a young girl remained on the floor weeping while 
many of the other children went to get a snack. We asked her 
what was going on, and she told us that she could not transi-
tion to the next thing because she had seen and heard Jesus. 
The tears, joy and gratitude from these families shook me to 
my core.

On the flight home, a thought passed through my mind that 
sounded almost blasphemous for a children’s pastor. I do not 
know if  I believe in children’s church anymore. As I got past 
the shock of that thought, I began to process how and why I 
had arrived at this way of thinking. For the first time in years 
of ministry, I was seeing a few important truths. One was that 
ministry should first be experienced in the home. This is where 
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children should encounter Jesus on a regular basis. Another 
truth was that parents are the first pastors. In all the years of 
equipping leaders, I had not been utilizing or training the most 
important leaders of all.

I had spent years working to change the church’s mindset 
regarding children’s ministry by communicating with passion 
that the purpose of children’s church is teaching and training, 
not simply babysitting. I had spent years traveling, teaching and 
filming to shift this perception— and now I was the one who 
needed a change of perspective.

God continued to unpack this revelation to me. One day as I 
was in a sporting goods store looking at bows and arrows, He 
brought a Scripture verse to mind. “Like arrows in the hand 
of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. How blessed 
is the man whose quiver is full of them” (Psalm 127:4–5 nasb). 
He pointed out that if I wanted to, I could pick out a package 
of arrows and take them to the counter. They were perfectly 
straight, razor sharp, and for fifty dollars they could be mine.

He helped me realize I had been looking at church like a 
sporting goods store with the children’s church as the archery 
aisle. I had been working under the paradigm that if parents 
dropped their kids off and gave their tithes and offerings, then 
it was the responsibility of the children’s ministry team to 
package their “arrows” (children) for them so that they would 
fly straight and hit the mark. I believe that many people view 
children’s ministry this way.

There were no sporting goods stores when Psalm 127 was 
written, of course. Warriors could not run in and buy their 
arrows in packs. They were, instead, required to shape their 
own arrows. They had a significant part to play not only in 
learning their arrows intimately, but also shaping them to be 
the weapons they were meant to be.

In the same way, parents cannot pick up their children from 
church and expect them to fly straight and hit the mark. They 
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Introduction

play a massive role in the spiritual development of their own 
children. As parents, our role in our children’s spiritual lives is 
more important than anyone else’s. We are the ones who aim 
and release them into their destinies.

I do still believe in children’s church and in Christian schools, 
but I do not believe that parents are meant to delegate the full 
responsibility of their children’s spiritual lives to anyone else. 
Like ancient warriors would have partnered with other skilled 
craftsmen to create the best arrowhead possible, parents should 
work with the church and the school to craft their arrows. The 
church can give parents a sharp tip, the school can attach the 
fletching that they need, but the overall shaping of the arrow 
is the role of the warrior.

In ancient times, this was a matter of life and death. It is the 
same today. We cannot afford to pick our kids up from school 
or church and believe that from those institutions alone they 
will be ready to stop the enemy. No warrior can afford to enter 
a battle with arrows he did not help shape.

From these three experiences, my entire focus in ministry 
changed. It was from these experiences that the ideas commu-
nicated in this book were born. As parents, we have long- range 
weapons of the spirit realm in our own homes. As we discover 
how to first minister to our children and then with our children, 
we are both shaping them to be who God designed them to be 
and doing damage to the kingdom of darkness. Good archers 
have always been able to change the course of a battle. The 
goal of this book is the same: to help you learn how to alter 
the spiritual battle of our world once and for all.

One book could not contain all of the lessons that I have 
learned during sixteen years of full- time children’s ministry. 
What is written in this book, however, is enough to function 
as a springboard to propel you and your children deeper into 
the things of God.
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Building  
with God
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1
The House That God Builds

True Culture

Working in the church, I spent a lot of time discovering, discuss-
ing, and creating culture. Danny Silk, who serves on the leader-
ship teams of both Bethel Church in Redding, California, and 
Jesus Culture in Sacramento, California, teaches that in order to 
truly have a church culture, you must be able to see similarities 
in every area of the church. If you go into the main adult service, 
for example, and you observe that people are being ministered 
to and receiving healing, you should look at all of the facets of 
the church before you decide if this is a church with a culture 
of healing. You should observe the various ministries, such as 
the nursery, the youth department, the senior citizen gatherings 
and the outreach ministries to see if healings are taking place 
in all areas. If they are, the church has a culture of healing. If 
they are not, they do not have a culture of healing; instead, 
they have a main service in which people may receive healing.

The culture inside the church is important, because this 
is how the saints are equipped for the work of ministry. The 
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congregation learns what is available, and if  they are paying 
attention, they can learn much about walking and working 
with God. But if  what happens inside the church does not 
have an impact on the everyday lives of  the congregation, 
then the culture modeled on Sunday morning remains merely 
a church culture. This is not what God intended for us as 
believers.

Jesus did not teach us to pray, “In church as it is in heaven,” 
but rather, “On earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). What 
we learn and witness in church that looks and feels like heaven 
should go with us everywhere.

Jonathan Welton, who directed the Welton Academy and 
has written several books, including Understanding the Whole 
Bible, teaches that the word culture can best be defined as “a 
lifestyle.” This means that we only know what our culture is 
by the way we live our lives, not by the notes we take during a 
sermon or how we behave when we get out of our car to walk 
into church.1 I would even go as far as to say that if  I walk 
with my family from the car into church in a different manner 
than how I get them from the house to the car, I do not have 
a consistent family culture—I have performance. I am acting 
a certain way in front of the people at my church so that they 
will think I have incorporated the church’s culture. In reality, 
though, I have not.

When our children see this, we are modeling for them a false 
Christianity. Instead of imparting the Kingdom of God, we 
could end up teaching them event- based religiosity. They might 
grow up believing that being a Christian is something that they 
do only on Sunday mornings and during the mid- week services. 
They could understand our faith as being something that they 
are to turn on and off— depending upon who they are with or 

1. Jonathan Welton, “Supernatural Bible School,” Welton Academy, 2 June, 
2017, https://weltonacademy.com/.
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what building they are in— rather than having it define who they 
are. If this happens, we will have turned our efforts to disciple 
our children into vain labor.

In order to nurture the authentic culture of the Kingdom of 
God in our children, our Christianity must leave the building. 
We are doing our part to shape our arrows if our children wit-
ness our lives outside of church lining up with what they have 
heard and sung about in church. They will see how the verses 
they learned in Sunday School fit into their everyday lives just 
as the arrowhead fits the spine of the arrow. In other words, 
when our beliefs leave the church building, we begin building 
with God.

Building with God

The good news is that we do not have to adapt a false Chris-
tianity, no matter how many generations before us did. We 
are given the incredible promise that it is possible to build our 
homes with God in a way where nothing we do is in vain. “Un-
less the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build 
it” (Psalm 127:1 nasb).

The phrase in vain is such an interesting use of words. The 
English definition of the phrase means to be “ineffectual or 
unsuccessful; without real significance, value, or importance.” 
When the Lord builds our house, it is not built with concern 
for the external appearance. We do not put on a show.

The Hebrew word used is even stronger than in English. It 
carries the sense that what we are doing is empty, worthless 
and false. None of us wants to build our homes in a manner 
that would utilize either of these definitions. We do not want 
to build in vain; we want to build with God.

Building our family life in partnership with God is similar 
to the relationship that exists between architects and contrac-
tors. Contractors need their blueprints from an architect. With 
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blueprints, the contractor can build what the architect designed. 
We are God’s contractors for our homes, building together with 
Him to create what He intended.

Here are three things that we need to know as contractors 
who are working with the Architect of our homes.

 1) “Newer does not necessarily mean better.”2 At the end 
of the 19th century, asbestos became the new thing to in-
clude in the construction of buildings. It had such desir-
able physical properties that many contractors wanted 
to include it. Asbestos absorbs sound, is resistant to 
fire, heat, electricity and is very affordable. Fortunately, 
we discovered that asbestos can also cause serious and 
fatal illnesses. Unfortunately, however, we found this 
out long after we had included it in the construction of 
many buildings. Currently, asbestos is estimated to cause 
255,000 deaths per year.3 Even now, we are still trying 
to remove asbestos from buildings built over 100 years 
ago. In construction, just because something is new, af-
fordable or convenient does not mean we should use 
it. It has not stood the test of time. It is the same in our 
families. Just because something is new and convenient 
does not mean it is God’s plan for us, and convenience 
should not always be a deciding factor in how we build 
our families. Similarly, just because authorities are doing 
something new as they build their families does not 
mean we need to adopt those methods as we build ours.

 2) “Focus on the details. Architects spend long hours mea-
suring, drawing, and re- measuring to produce precise 

2. South Bay Construction, “Building Better Relationships: What Contractors 
Wish Architects Knew About Construction,” accessed 13 October, 2016, https://
www.sbci.com/architect- contractor- relationship/.

3. Wikipedia, s.v. “Asbestos,” last modified 13 March, 2020,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asbestos.
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angles and other specifications. Though this work may 
be laborious, the precision is vital to the success of 
every project, no matter how big or small. Contractors 
have to execute the architects’ specifications as precisely 
as they can.”4 The more details contractors receive 
from the architect, the better they can do. Similarly, 
the more we look into God’s Word and bring our chal-
lenges to Him in prayer, the more we see His blueprint 
for our family. We see this with Moses. God laid out for 
him the exact details of how he was to build the taber-
nacle, which was the dwelling place for God among His 
people (see Exodus 25:9).

 3) The relationship between architect and contractor is 
of absolute importance. God entrusts us to bring to 
life the vision He has for our homes. “A poor architect- 
contractor relationship may result in . . . delayed con-
struction, exceeded budgets, or even an unfinished 
building.”5 Our communication with God is essential 
in building our homes. Like Jesus, we want to only 
do what we see the Father doing, and He loves us so 
much He is willing to show us His entire plan (see John 
5:19–20; 1 Corinthians 2:9–10). He is more than happy 
to help us, to speak to us and to remind us of verses 
or stories that He has shown us so that we execute on 
earth what He designed in heaven.

Creating Culture

How do we create true culture in our homes? I once heard some-
one say that children are really bad at doing what they are told 

4. South Bay Construction, “Building Better Relationships: What Contractors 
Wish Architects Knew About Construction,” accessed 13 October, 2016, https://
www.sbci.com/architect- contractor- relationship/.

5. Ibid.

_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   27_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   27 8/20/20   2:09 PM8/20/20   2:09 PM

Raising Spirit-Led Kids • Seth Dahl 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



Building with God 

28

but really good at doing what they are shown. Another way to 
say that is that the Christian life is better caught than taught. 
If we want our children to grow up with a thriving relation-
ship with God, the best thing we can do is to demonstrate our 
relationship with God to them. We must keep in mind that we 
are always teaching, and we often teach more to our children 
in those times we do not realize that we are teaching.

One night I went into our daughter’s room while she was 
sleeping and prayed for her future husband. I prayed that God 
would protect this young man’s purity as he moved into ado-
lescence. I prayed that he would love her deeply and watch over 
her for her entire life.

As I prayed this, I felt Him say to me that I needed to be that 
same type of husband to her mother. I needed to demonstrate 
to my daughter the character of the husband I was praying that 
she would look for. I also needed to be the type of husband I 
wanted my sons to grow up and become.

In the same way, I want to show my children what it looks like 
to be a believer so that as they make their own decisions in life 
they will have something accurate from which to decide. There 
are too many children who walk away from their definition of 
Christianity as they grow up. It is more difficult to walk away 
from a life of intimacy and power than it is to walk away from 
a life warming a pew.

Education through Demonstration

As a children’s pastor, I would ask different children each week 
to pray. The leaders and I began to notice that when children 
prayed, it was as if we were seeing into their homes and watch-
ing how their parents prayed. One week a child would come 
to the microphone to pray for the lesson, but they would pray 
almost as if they were praying for dinner. Another week, a child 
would start binding all of the demons in the room. The next 
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week a child would pray quietly in simple trust talking to his 
good, caring Father. Some would pray as if they were reading a 
checklist of things they needed to cover in every prayer, even if 
we were not praying for anything remotely related to their list.

Oftentimes, we would teach something simple and clear 
about prayer. We would say, for example, “We don’t need to 
beg God for healing as if we need to convince Him. He is listen-
ing. We have His attention. Healing is His will and His idea, 
so we don’t beg, we declare.” We would bring some kids up to 
pray using the directive we had taught, and sure enough, some 
would pray in ways that were drastically different from what we 
had just taught. We were simply hearing their parents’ nightly 
prayers come out.

We witnessed the power of culture right before our eyes. We 
watched as the culture of their homes overwrote the teaching 
that the children had received. Time and time again we would 
remind kids of what we had just taught, and then help guide 
them a little by giving them words to repeat. Our goal was to 
show the children a different way of praying so that they could 
introduce it into their homes. We knew that if this important 
aspect of children’s ministry was successful, then we would 
have a chance of creating a new normal within each child’s 
home.

We gave children room to practice the things they were taught. 
We believed that they would have the ability to shape the cul-
ture of their homes if the principles that we taught made their 
way into the kids’ hearts. This happened with a family whose 
dog became seriously ill. They took him to the vet for X- rays 
where they found out that he had eaten the plastic handles off 
of a pair of scissors. His entire digestive system was blocked. 
Over the next few days, the dog got worse. He was not eating or 
drinking and was deteriorating rapidly. As the time approached 
when it looked like the dog was on the verge of death, the family 
gathered around him crying.
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All of a sudden, their four- year- old son asked the family why 
they were crying instead of praying. He reminded them that 
they had been taught what to do, but they were not doing it. 
The family adjusted instantly. The mom and one of the daugh-
ters started drawing prophetic pictures of the dog, the dad and 
another daughter started to worship, the third daughter started 
dancing and the young boy started to declare life over his dog. 
Within minutes, the dog jumped up, ran outside, passed the 
plastic, drank some water and ate a meal. Needless to say, their 
tears turned to laughter.

Until the little boy reminded his family of what to do, the cul-
ture in the home had overpowered what they had been taught. 
This family was never the same. Because of this incident, they 
began to change the culture in their home once and for all.

While this book focuses heavily on the topic of parents creat-
ing the culture of their homes, the above story shows us that we 
can also allow our children to adjust our family’s culture when 
needed. Sometimes they will learn something in church that can 
cause a shift in the culture of the home. When we make room 
for them to share and implement the necessary changes, the 
true culture of our home becomes more like heaven. Regardless 
of whether the truth that reaches our children comes from us 
or from our children’s pastors, the end result is that they will 
have that truth solidified by demonstration and experience.

The Need for Experience

As I was brushing my teeth one Saturday night, I heard the 
Lord say, Tomorrow, in the first service there will be a child to 
whom I am giving a dream tonight. The dream is about a duck- 
billed platypus that is moving in and out of  the water. I stopped 
brushing my teeth and started taking notes about the dream, 
the interpretation and the prophetic word the Lord wanted the 
child to receive from the dream the following morning.
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While closing worship the next morning, I asked if any chil-
dren had experienced a dream the night before about a duck- 
billed platypus. Sure enough, one girl raised her hand. I told 
her that God had given her the dream and that I was to tell her 
what it meant. I could feel the power of God very strongly as 
I spoke to her. I found out later that her family never attended 
the first service. On this particular morning, however, she had 
woken up early and told them she wanted to go. Her parents 
called her grandmother to see if she could pick her up and bring 
her to church, which she could. I was wrecked with how God 
had orchestrated the entire experience.

We had another young man in our church who, because of 
this example, became hungry to see God work through him in 
a similar way. It was not long before he came to the stage with 
a message that God had given him for the kids in the room. 
Many times, he would close out our worship time with ministry. 
This young man could lead our time of ministry better than a 
lot of pastors. It was incredible to watch.

One Sunday, we took several children to the main sanctu-
ary to give them an opportunity to share words of knowledge 
and to minister healing to the nearly one thousand people in 
attendance. This young man basically ran the entire ministry 
time with little help from me.

A few years later he moved with his family back to Switzer-
land. When I received an invite to speak at a conference in 
Switzer land, I contacted him and asked if he would like to meet 
me there. This time there were three thousand people in the 
adult meetings. As before, he joined me in helping lead the time 
of ministry, complete with sharing words of knowledge and 
praying over the sick.

Time and time again I would give the microphone to this 
young man and let him minister. He demonstrated constantly 
that there is no such thing as a junior Holy Spirit. At one point 
in the service, we sent the children from the children’s ministry 

_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   31_Dahl_RaisingSpiritLedKids_ET_wo.indd   31 8/20/20   2:09 PM8/20/20   2:09 PM

Raising Spirit-Led Kids • Seth Dahl 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



Building with God 

32

out into the congregation to pray for those who were standing. 
I will never forget when someone told us afterwards that as a 
young child ran past him, he was healed instantly in his neck 
and back. Children can experience the same things that adults 
experience.

I know that I was not the only one in this young man’s life who 
was encouraging him and giving him opportunity to practice 
moving in ministry. He has an incredible family who stewarded 
well everything God was doing with him. They were raising a 
Spirit- led kid, and our children’s ministry team was simply add-
ing fuel to their fire. This young man’s life had a major impact 
on both children and adults. Those who were able to watch him 
minister saw how important it is to let children experience the 
Holy Spirit.

The book of Judges shares both the failure of a past genera-
tion and a promise for ours.

All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there 
arose another generation after them who did not know the 
Lord, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel. Then 
the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and served 
the Baals, and they forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers.

Judges 2:10–12 nasb

This verse is not saying that this generation did not know 
about God and His works. These were Israelite children— they 
knew the stories. The failure came from the fact that the fami-
lies had passed down information but had not created culture. 
The word know in this verse reveals that the children had not 
encountered God, nor experienced His works for themselves. 
This serves as a warning for us so that we know what not to 
repeat. The promise is, however, that if we by demonstration 
and experience create culture with our children, they will do 
right in the sight of God, serve Him and refuse to forsake Him.
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Reflecting on the Experiences

Once our children have seen demonstrations of God’s power and 
have had experiences with Him, it is important that they form 
these into coherent beliefs. The family with the dog not only 
celebrated the experience they had, but they talked it over and 
let it reshape what they believed and how they would live from 
then on. I was able to help the girl who had the dream about 
the platypus form new beliefs about her relationship with God.

My family was driving home one afternoon when we noticed 
a man on the corner holding a sign that asked for assistance. 
We pulled over, gathered the cash that we had on us and walked 
up to him. We asked his name, what he needed and how he had 
gotten into his current situation. His story was horrendous. He 
had family in jail, kids who despised him, disease in his legs 
and he was struggling to afford his home. We gave him money 
and asked if he would allow us to pray. He did, and we all laid 
hands on him and prayed for a couple of minutes. We thanked 
him and headed back to the car. As we drove away, I asked my 
children questions so that I could help them articulate what 
had happened.

My kids expressed that they learned that giving the man a 
gift opened his heart to receive prayer. I asked my children what 
they felt for him as we talked. They commented how they felt 
like they loved him even though they barely knew his name. We 
discussed that when we minister to people, God allows us to 
feel the love that He has for them. I asked them if they sensed 
anything else as we prayed. They could sense tremendous peace 
and hope, which was us becoming aware of God’s perspective 
of the man’s situation. By the time we arrived home, we had 
formed the experience into a set of words that created beliefs 
in us as a family.

The entire thing was a beautiful experience for us as par-
ents. “I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your 
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testimonies are my meditation” (Psalm 119:99 esv). Reflecting 
on what God has done in our lives is meditating on His testimo-
nies. Doing so gives us understanding as to how His Kingdom 
operates.

Parenting Like the Father

Demonstration, experience and reflection are three elements 
we should use when building our home with God. They can 
be boiled down simply to this one thing: the overflow of our 
relationship with God. As our relationship with God spills into 
our children, the culture of our family is influenced. Our con-
nection to Him means we will not build a culture of empty 
performance, but rather a lifestyle full of God’s presence. This 
is how we build our homes to look and feel like heaven on earth. 
If there is one thing that I pray for all of us, it is that we truly 
live as sons and daughters who see our Father for who He is 
so that our connection with Him translates into our children’s 
connection with Him.

Prayer Prompt

Ask the Lord to allow you to experience His goodness and to 
shift the way you think. Ask God to give your family members a 
deeper revelation of their identity as sons and daughters who 
see Him for who He is. Ask Him to help your whole family grow 
continually and have a deeper connection with Him.
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