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To my eighteen (and counting!) grandchildren,
I leave the priceless legacy of experiencing

God’s best secret: Christ in you.

And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your 
hearts, living within you as you trust in him. May your roots 
go down deep into the soil of God’s marvelous love; and may 
you be able to feel and understand, as all God’s children should, 
how long, how wide, how deep, and how high his love really is; 
and to experience this love for yourselves, though it is so great 
that you will never see the end of it or fully know or understand 
it. And so at last you will be filled up with God himself.

Ephesians 3:17–19 tlb
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Foreword

Dianne Leman’s new book, Wrecked for God, is the fruit of 
a lifetime of desiring to know God, follow God, obey God, 
celebrate and rest in God.

I first met Di and her husband, Happy, in 1984. They were 
the founders and lead pastors of a church of a few hundred at 
the time. The movement they were in was very legalistic and 
very religious. And, if I might say, oppressive of women. They 
left that movement and became part of the Vineyard movement 
in its early days. Today they pastor one of the largest Vineyard 
churches in the United States with several thousand who would 
call the Vineyard their home church. It is a great church full of 
love and mercy. Like any healthy organism, it grows, and the 
growth brings about change. I have witnessed many of these 
changes as I have interrelated with the Lemans.

Several years ago when I spoke at their church, I had the op-
portunity to hear Di speak on the Gospel. I could tell she was 
finding new insights and life in the message of grace. Now, sev-
eral years later, Dianne has had time to allow the new insights 
to grow. Wrecked for God reflects these insights. The grace 
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message in Wrecked for God has obviously brought life and 
freedom to Di. As I read the book, knowing her background, I 
can understand her excitement and the baggage she had been 
carrying around that she was able to lay aside. For this I, too, 
am excited.

There are many things I appreciate in Wrecked for God.
Di’s research gives the book weight. I appreciate the quote 

from Bishop Charles Gore emphasizing our great need to con-
nect the truth or insight of “Christ for us” with the truth or 
insight of “Christ in us.” More emphasis has been given in 
the past to the former than to the latter, and I agree that both 
truths are important. Likewise I appreciate a parallel emphasis 
Di draws from the biblical scholar Constantine R. Campbell 
in his book Paul and Union with Christ: An Exegetical and 
Theological Study. The fact that Di did her homework on the 
concept of union with Christ is important to me.

Another insight Di highlights is the worldview that makes 
room for the supernatural. She draws on the concept of bibli-
cal scholar Paul Hiebert of the “excluded middle” in Western 
society, which has difficulty believing in angels, demons and 
the gifts of the Spirit. The churches of the West need to be 
awakened to the reality of this realm to become vibrant and to 
better relate to a postmodern context.

Di’s stories in each chapter were able to sustain my interest 
throughout the book. As a storyteller myself, I appreciate the 
life they bring to the concepts she presents.

Likewise I appreciate her reading of Michael J. Gorman’s 
Participating in Christ: Explorations in Paul’s Theology and 
Spirituality. We need a stronger view of the transformative ex-
perience of being in Christ. She writes: “We are made righteous 
in our being. We are not just given some fake righteousness. We 
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are made righteous. . . . This is more than a mere imputation. 
This is transformation.” Many pages later Di comes back to 
this subject, quoting Gorman: “Transformation takes place in 
Christ by the working of the Spirit.” Gorman goes on to write:

Because this divine “force” is at work on us and within us, says 
Paul, we are being transformed into the glory and image of 
Christ. . . . “Be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” . . . 
This call is in the passive voice because it is not merely our own 
effort that makes it happen. At the center of Paul’s spirituality 
of participation and transformation is his notion of mutual 
indwelling, or reciprocal residence— that is, Christ in believers 
and believers in Christ.

I have full agreement with and excitement over this emphasis 
in Dianne’s work.

She also quotes the book Himself by a key leader in the faith 
cure movement, A. B. Simpson, in regard to the emphasis on 
infusion: Christ in us. This major theme of the book I celebrate 
wholeheartedly. Two key sentences in chapter 6 encapsulate this 
theme: “Intimacy, not imitation. Passion, not performance.”

Di discusses the relationship of obedience to intimacy. Re-
ligion seems to be a bad word and is seen in a very negative 
light— easily understood when I think of the kind of religion 
she experienced growing up, and even as a young woman. In 
trying to emphasize the finished work of Jesus as the basis for 
our standing apart from any works of our own, she pleads for 
relationship and intimacy, for the power of Christ in us to work 
through us.

This emphasis worried me for a while— that in rejecting faith 
plus works for salvation, she might have moved to faith without 
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works, away from the Protestant emphasis of “faith that works.” 
Our works have nothing to do with earning us our salvation; 
rather, once having come into salvation by grace, our love for 
the Savior is our motivation for good works. But Dianne seems 
to end up with the “faith that works” position of classic Protes-
tantism and in line with Paul’s position in Ephesians 2:8–10. As 
I read her book, I highlighted these statements: “Our relation-
ship with God is at its best when we abide by His commands” 
and “We can be either too rigid with religion or too twisted 
with tolerance.”

Her chapter 8 on ministry being messy is very helpful. I high-
lighted: “Ministry in union with Jesus is not a guarantee of one 
hundred percent success and zero percent failure. Far from it. 
But we can have one hundred percent freedom from fear of fail-
ure.” In typical John Wimber language, she captures his heart, 
writing, “Everybody, not just trained, degreed ministers, gets 
to play or pray.” How could we have Christ in us and not feel 
His leading to minister to others? This is an important chapter 
on ministry. When understood from the emphasis of the book 
on Christ living in us— He is our righteousness and makes us 
righteous— it is not difficult to understand that Christ in us by 
the Holy Spirit is the source of our love and passion, not only 
for the other members of the Trinity but for people.

Di’s illustration of going to a large church in Southern Cali-
fornia for the first time— how it confronted her religiousness and 
judgments— brought back great memories of visiting that same 
building, which did look more like a club than a church. Di was 
surprised by what people were wearing and the cigarettes being 
snuffed out as some of the people prepared to go into the service. 
There she and I both encountered an expression of church based 
on love and mercy. “Clearly these folks looked like they were 
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more ready to party than to pray,” she writes. “But this was a 
true church—a collection of sick in need of a doctor. . . . We had 
gathered at a church, but it was a church as Jesus intended—a 
hospital for sinners and not a museum for saints.”

Wimber’s influence on Di is clear in her paraphrase of one of 
his favorite sayings about ministry: “We like to say it is ‘natu-
rally supernatural’ and not at all ‘repulsively religious.’” Again 
she writes:

This paradigm for ministry did not tell the sick that in order 
to be healed they must “meet God’s conditions” or “get more 
faith” or “clean up” their messy lives. No, this paradigm lav-
ished mercy, compassion and the unfailing love of God on all. 
Healing comes with compassion. Miracles follow mercy.

In the chapter “Messy Ministry,” my favorite in the book, 
Di quotes Jesus:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own 
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever 
the Father does, that the Son does likewise. For the Father loves 
the Son and shows him all that He himself is doing.”

John 5:19–20

Then she comments: “It seems crazy (yet encouraging) that 
Jesus could do nothing on His own. Jesus did only what the 
Father showed Him to do, and He was very aware that He could 
only do that.” How are we to understand this statement in light 
of the kenotic passage of Philippians 2, in which Jesus “emptied 
himself”? The Bible teaches that Jesus was “the pioneer” of 
faith (Hebrews 12:2 niv). Several translations add the pronoun 
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our before faith and several do not. It is not present in the Greek 
text, though some assume it is implied. Also, Jesus did say we 
would be able to do what He did, and even greater things. The 
question is raised, then: How is this possible?

I believe the answer lies in what Di has emphasized— not just 
Christ for us, but Christ in us. Instead of seeing Jesus as our 
model for ministry, believing that in the incarnation He gave 
up His “omnis,” including omnipotence, meaning He did what 
He did by the power of the Holy Spirit, as can we through the 
same Spirit— instead we recognize Jesus’ two natures, divine 
and human. The argument is that His deity would not be deity 
if He did not have the power to work miracles.

Let us accept this as true: Not only did Jesus remain fully God 
and fully man, but He performed His miracles from His deity, as 
affirmed by the Third Council of Constantinople (AD 680–681). 
What does this mean for us? If our focus is on Christ dwelling 
in us, then we, too, have a new nature, a new presence— that of 
the Holy Spirit in us. As the incarnate second Person of the Trin-
ity worked miracles not from His humanity but from His deity, 
so it is with us. By the power of the Trinity in us, God is able 
to work miracles through us. Not in our power, might, will or 
strength, but in the presence of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
who have taken up residence in us through the new birth— the 
new creation, the indwelling Christ in us, “the hope of glory” 
(Colossians 1:27 niv1984). As Paul added, “To this end I labor, 
struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me” 
(verse 29). When someone is healed through our prayers, it is 
not we who healed the person, but God in us who healed him 
or her— His energy which “so powerfully works” in us.

Because of the cross, the New Covenant has been enacted 
and the Spirit has been poured out upon us. Our new birth is 
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of the Spirit and from above. This new birth is not just a new 
relationship to God, not a fictitious righteousness, but a true 
righteousness made possible by the triune God, who has come 
into us. We are no longer what we were prior to our regenera-
tion by the Spirit. There is more to us. We, too, have God in 
us, making it possible for miracles to happen by the will and 
power of God in us.

Jesus is our model still. Irenaeus, bishop of Lyon (AD 130–
202), said, “He became what we are that we might become what 
He is.” Athanasius (c. AD 296 or 298–373), another great leader 
in the early Church, said, “He became man so that we might 
become god.” We must understand Athanasius’s statement in 
light of 2 Peter 1:3–4 (niv1984):

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his 
own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his 
very great and precious promises, so that through them you 
may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption 
in the world caused by evil desires.

Because of Christ in us, we can participate in the divine nature. 
We in our humanity must also say, “I can do nothing of myself.” 
What I do of a miraculous nature is the work of the Spirit of 
God within me, not my doing. I can heal no one; God is the 
healer. Christ in me is the hope I have of seeing the glory of 
God worked through me.

Another of my favorite chapters in Dianne’s book is “Power-
ful, Not Pagan,” on the subject of prayer. I like Di’s take on not 
just “practicing the presence” (a quote from Brother Lawrence) 
but “participating in His presence.” This moves from imitating 
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Him to participating in the union we have with Christ. I do 
think Brother Lawrence might have agreed with Di— that the 
only way to truly practice the presence is by participating in the 
presence. Hence, practicing the presence of Jesus is participat-
ing in His presence in me.

Her teaching from John 15 about abiding in Jesus as the vine 
and about His words abiding in us has great impact on our abil-
ity to ask in prayer. She writes that it was medically impossible 
for her to have children, but God used the words of Scripture 
to give her faith and five children born naturally. “God answers 
prayer according to His will,” she writes, “and we can know 
His will from His Word.” Her honesty in this section about her 
personal life was refreshing. And she has many good insights on 
prayer: the value of the Holy Spirit in prayer; having a prayer 
language; prayer as communication (so needed for a healthy 
relationship); prayer as worship, warfare and rejoicing; and how 
to pray in the midst of crisis— with persistence.

In the last chapter, I was grateful to see Di’s balance in ac-
knowledging our sins and shortcomings and our need to have 
the Father prune these from our lives. She knows the lack of 
wisdom in some who embraced such a strong grace message 
that they did not deal with the dead branches, the sins, and as a 
result did not acknowledge sin in their lives, thinking this would 
deny the truth of the success of the cross, the new creation and 
their identity as righteous saints. Di notes that “this denial 
thwarted the work of transformation that the Spirit wanted to 
do in order to make Christ’s image more visible and vibrant in 
their lives.” For me this brings balance to the book, leaving a 
place for dealing with our sins in a relationship of grace. While 
I am forgiven already, it is still important to remove anything 
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that would grieve the Lover of my soul by saying, “I’m sorry,” 
and thanking Him for His forgiveness.

Another of the teachings I appreciate a great deal is that Di 
makes clear she does not believe in universalism. The message 
of grace does not mean grace for all, but grace for those who 
believe. She marks a difference between herself and grace teach-
ers who have ended up in universalism.

In summary, I take away as a primary emphasis that grace 
is not a legal fiction, nor is righteousness fictitious. Instead 
grace is strongly related to the reality of Christ living in us, 
who is Himself the source of grace. Grace is the power to live 
victoriously. Christ in us is the hope of glory and the power of 
God working in and through us. Grace is more than unmerited 
mercy and forgiveness; it is also undeserved divine enablement 
and empowerment.

Randy Clark, D.D., D.Min., Th.D., M.Div., B.S., religious  
studies overseer, Apostolic Network of Global Awakening; 

president, Global Awakening Theological Seminary
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God’s Best Secret

God loves secrets. No wonder— most of us do, too. We are 
made in His image, true children of our Father. He has kept 
some of His secrets hidden for many years, but now He has 
chosen to make them known. These are things the prophets of 
old clamored to know more about. They sensed these secrets 
were sensational. They were right. But they were told their 
messages were not for them. God’s secrets, including His very 
best one, were for a people to come. We are those people. Do 
we realize how fortunate we are? Even the angels “would have 
given anything to be in on this” (1 Peter 1:12 msg). They are 
now watching how we live out such astounding truths. Let’s 
not disappoint them.

The surprising secret to the Christian life, kept hidden for 
generations but now revealed, is not more prayer, more study, 
more giving, more surrender, more sacrifice. This secret is not 
more of me or more of you doing anything more. No, the secret 
to the Christian life is more exciting and far less exhausting than 
that. What is this secret to true transformation? This secret is 
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Christ in me, Christ in you. Not more of Him, but all of Him— 
the fullness of Christ in each of us, all of us.

This secret was first revealed by Paul:

There is a divine mystery—a secret surprise that has been 
con cealed from the world for generations, but now it’s being 
revealed, unfolded and manifested for every holy believer to 
experience. Living within you is the Christ who floods you with 
the expectation of glory! This mystery of Christ, embedded 
within us, becomes a heavenly treasure chest of hope filled with 
the riches of glory for his people, and God wants everyone to 
know it!

Colossians 1:26–27 tpt

God wants everyone to know this: Living within you, within 
me, is the Christ. He is embedded within us. And this, my 
friend, is the secret above all secrets, kept hidden for centuries 
but now made known. The triune nature of God is complex 
for sure, but Paul clarifies this truth for us:

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if  in fact 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life be-
cause of righteousness.

Romans 8:9–10

All who have ears to hear can know God’s secret and enjoy 
a transformed life. That is what we are yearning for, after all. 
That is why we buy books that promise life- changing secrets, 
right? I have been a sucker for such books. I have wanted to 
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read the miracle secret— to losing weight, making money, rais-
ing successful children, enjoying a happy marriage, praying 
powerful prayers, healing the sick, loving God and loving oth-
ers. I have paid plenty to read others’ secrets. Plenty of money. 
Plenty of time. The reading is the easy part. We like easy. We 
want the promised results without the prescribed effort.

With God’s secret, there is no instant transformation, al-
though we have peace and joy every day. This is not easy, but 
it is simple. Your whole life can be wrecked for good. Your 
whole life can be wrecked for God. And you will experience 
true transformation.

Wrecked for good and for God. True transformation.
That is what we want, too.
Less anger. More patience. Greater joy. No depression. Slower 

pace. Richer relationships. Better sleep. Genuine faith. Deeper 
love. We do not want to stay the same. We ache for change. We 
want it— fast, free and fun filled, please. We have neither the 
time nor the tenacity to wait. We buy books, plans and pills that 
promise prompt and painless transformation. And we despair 
once again when we wake unchanged.

I hope to change that, no pun intended. Not by my great wis-
dom or power, but by sharing with you the surprising secret to 
true transformation that brings real change and is for everyone. 
It is not an overnight overhaul. It will take some time and lots of 
trust. But you will delight in the new you. Your hope for change 
will no longer be deferred, and the sickness in your soul will 
be made well. That is His promise, and He is ready to provide.

Did you know this desire for change— for a healthier, more 
satisfying life— is a God- given desire? This is because He has 
much more for each of us, and He implants within us “the pas-
sion to do what pleases him” (Philippians 2:13 tpt). Perhaps 
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this is why you have continued to wonder— wonder if there was 
more to the Good News than you have heard preached. More to 
knowing Jesus than you have experienced. Maybe you compared 
your faith to those Facebook folks who only show the “highlight 
reel” and tend to fan our feeble faith into flames of failure.

Perhaps you have been tempted to give up on your faith—a 
faith that feels more like a veneer to cover your disappoint-
ment and disillusionment rather than one that strengthens you 
through the storms. I am embarrassed to admit that was my 
story. I was frustrated with my life as a disciple of Jesus. I was 
grateful for everything He had done, but not satisfied. I am 
thankful I was compelled to run toward God, not away, and 
to search for His wisdom and help. Over time (I know, I wish 
it were quick), He answered me with extravagant wisdom and 
Holy Spirit help. I wanted a forever faith, and that is exactly 
what I have discovered: the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave His life for me and moved right inside me to an-
chor me for eternity.

Why had I made the Christian life so hard, exhausting, unen-
joyable? Why had I made it self- centered when God had made it 
Savior centered? God made it possible for us to have “everything 
in abundance, more than you expect— life in its fullness until 
you overflow!” (John 10:10 tpt). But we live in a tumultuous 
time. Megachurch pastors, who seemed to have all the ministry 
success others craved, in truth, were tormented enough to take 
their own lives. Scores of desperate Christians, old and young, 
have deconstructed their faith and then failed to reconstruct a 
belief that breathed life into their dying souls. Unprecedented 
numbers of prominent Christians are leaving the faith, writ-
ing and speaking about their angst and provoking a dangerous 
doubt among the faithful.
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Better to wrestle, doubt, even deconstruct than to pretend 
all is well when your spirit is sick and your thirsty soul cries out 
for living water. But will you stop and take a drink? Will you 
read these pages and ask the Holy Spirit to reignite a faith in 
Jesus so “rivers of living water will burst out from within you” 
(John 7:38 tpt)? I pray that Wrecked for God will play a part, 
even if just a small part, in God’s plan to help you grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ. I pray you, too, will discover God’s 
surprising secret for all, a secret that brings true transformation.

This is the book I wanted to read over thirty years ago when 
I first heard a teacher share God’s surprising secret, His best 
secret. Now I am the writer, and you are the reader. My heart 
burns with excitement, and I pray yours will, too, as you learn 
and live the astounding truth of this secret. God saved the best 
for last. God’s best secret is no longer a secret. That is great 
news for us. This is not some Gnostic babble where only a few 
who are super spiritual and uberqualified can partake. God’s 
best secret is for everyone. And that includes you and me.

Am I an expert at living in union with God?
No way.
Have I learned some valuable lessons?
Yes, and I know the Holy Spirit will personalize them for 

you. These are lessons that apply to everyone, everywhere— 
which gives me great confidence they are lessons from God and 
not from me.

I have attempted to write this book several times. I felt com-
pelled to support every idea and experience with a Bible verse 
because union with Christ is controversial and often mis under-
stood. I forced verses to prove my points, and this cramped my 
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style and sounded too preachy and pretty pathetic. I did not 
want to read what I wrote, and I was pretty sure you would 
not want to either.

“God, do You want me to write this book, or should I just 
forget it, not force it?” I moaned to Jesus.

I moaned to my daughter. I moaned to my husband.
I am thankful that despite my discouragement, my passion 

persisted. I found a soul mate in Paul and his words to the Ephe-
sians: “My passion is to enlighten every person to this divine 
mystery. It was hidden for ages past until now, and kept a secret 
in the heart of God, the Creator of all” (Ephesians 3:9 tpt).

I was consumed with telling the world God’s best secret, even 
if I struggled and no one wanted to read. And then I heard Jesus 
say the obvious to me, Why don’t we write this book together?

Duh. This is a book on Jesus living in me, and I was trying 
to write it on my own. No wonder it stunk. It is not as if I did 
not ask the Holy Spirit for help in all my attempts to write. I 
did. But, as it is with so much of life, I asked for divine help 
and then proceeded to do it myself, thank you very much. I 
tried to write without listening to Him and without partnering 
with Him. Bingo! That is the core message of this entire book.

My life is first and foremost about Him. Jesus is the hero. 
He lives in me. I live in Him. We are one. But in my wretched 
writing attempts, I was making it about me. I kept doing this 
alone. That would stop. We would write this book together. I 
would hear His heart and wisdom on how to share what He 
has worked in my life for a long time. The focus would be on 
Jesus, as it should be. Jesus is for everyone. Union with Jesus 
is for everyone.

But a life of union with Christ is not automatic. While it is al-
ready accomplished— thanks to the finished work of Jesus— we 
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have a hard time learning and living the lesson that apart from 
Him, we can do nothing. And that nothing includes writing a 
book about this union we share. I am always in a hurry; God, 
not so much. I want to be efficient and quick. God seems satis-
fied with slow and messy. But His results are far superior.

We embark on a journey of living daily, moment by mo-
ment, in the reality of His unfailing love with no fear. We have 
much to learn about this new life with God inside. There is no 
automatic, instant transformation, but there is His constant 
presence. And His presence brings true transformation. We 
can trust His timing. That is not always easy, especially for an 
impatient one like me. We can trust His tenderness and His 
toughness. I like the tender, but the tough has been, well, tough. 
But through it all, I know we can trust Christ in us, loving us, 
changing us. He, in us, is the secret to true transformation. We 
are the actual home of God. We cannot live the Christian life. 
Only Christ can live the Christ life, and He longs to do it in and 
through each of us and our unique personalities.

Are you ready to be wrecked for good? Do you long for true 
transformation? Then read on and begin to live a life in union 
with Jesus. Begin to enjoy the deep satisfaction of knowing you 
are loved and never need to be lonely or afraid again. Embrace 
the secret of Christ in you, now and forever. This is the surpris-
ing secret to true transformation. Get ready to be wrecked for 
God. He is drawing you, and I am cheering you on.
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An Outright Scandal,  
an In- Sight Secret

God’s secret is a hidden treasure, ready to 
be seen and too scandalous to ignore.

WHAT IS THIS SECRET, AND HOW DO I DISCOVER IT?

In 2014 a Northern California couple spotted an old can stick-
ing out of the ground on their property. They had never seen 
this, although they had walked this same trail many times. The 
man managed to remove the can from the ground, loosen the 
rusty lid and peer inside. He was shocked to discover it was 
filled to the brim with gold coins. They eventually uncovered 
a total of eight cans with over 1,400 rare U.S. gold coins. De-
spite being buried for over a hundred years, many of the coins 
were preserved in pristine condition. This was the biggest find 
in U.S. history—$10 million— and it was there all along, bur-
ied on their property. That treasure brought transformation 
to their lives.1
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Jesus, the ultimate treasure, is buried in each of us, and it 
is time to discover this hidden gift, far more valuable than any 
amount of gold. I join with Paul’s prayer:

I am contending for you that your hearts will be wrapped in 
the comfort of heaven and woven together into love’s fabric. 
This will give you access to all the riches of God as you experi-
ence the revelation of God’s great mystery— Christ. For our 
spiritual wealth is in him, like hidden treasure waiting to be 
discovered— heaven’s wisdom and endless riches of revelation 
knowledge.

Colossians 2:2–3 tpt

Treasure for transformation. We can look forward to a trans-
formed life as chosen children of God, filled with all the riches 
of Christ. God cares deeply about everything in our lives: our 
battle with depression, the heartache of rebellious kids, the dis-
appointment of unanswered prayer, struggles with our weight, 
the stress of unpaid bills, the fear of the cancer diagnosis and 
the many temptations we strive to overcome. He also wants us 
to truly enjoy the wonder of our newborn, the comfort of the 
cardinal’s song, the excitement of the soccer match, the beauty 
of the springtime dogwood, the rich aroma of a freshly brewed 
latte (and the sugary delight of the donut), plus the daily peace 
all of us yearn for.

God cares about every detail of our lives, even the number 
of hairs on our head, which changes daily for many of us. He, 
God Almighty, became a human being. He is one of us. He is all 
God, too. “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into 
the neighborhood” (John 1:14 msg). He not only moved into the 
neighborhood, He moved right on inside us. That move means 
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Jesus “gets” us— the good, the bad and the ugly— and loves to 
bring transformation to all of life.

While you can study and discuss this secret, you cannot expe-
rience the depths of it without some time and lots of humility. 
That means you get good at admitting, “I don’t know” and “I 
can’t” or “I was wrong.” God’s best secret is the answer, result-
ing in a transformed life. Christ in me is not just a “faith fact.” 
This is a truth that sets you free.

Get ready to discover this most glorious hidden treasure— 
Christ in you. Is there anything more exhilarating than finding 
a treasure, especially a treasure that was there all along and you 
did not know it?

A Transformed Life— Consumed with Christ

Life moves at a frantic pace. We live in a fast- food, drive- through 
world. Our phones are buzzing, our computers calling. It is easy 
to forget that fundamental truth Jesus made clear— apart from 
Him, we can do nothing (see John 15:5). No thing, as in nothing 
at all. We need help, and that is precisely what our union with 
Jesus provides. We live with a Helper, the Holy Spirit Himself, 
right inside of us. But living with another Person, especially 
when He is inside of you and He is God, brings challenges. The 
relationship Jesus offers to each of us is the very same union He 
shares with the Father and Holy Spirit. Even if this is hard to di-
gest, it is not farcical nor heretical. Our union with Christ is one 
hundred percent true and one hundred percent transformative.

Let me assure you— embracing this truth will be intriguing 
and invigorating, but also inexplicable. But seeking God’s best 
secret is worth our time and our trust. In the process, we will be 
wrecked— and wrecked is a positive word in the 21st century. 
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Despite all the confusion, contradiction and craziness that life 
brings, we can be wrecked for good and for God. We can learn 
to love and live God’s best secret. We can be transformed in 
union with Him. This is a journey filled with puzzling para-
doxes, with some real pain, but plenty of pleasure, too. It is 
a bumpy, yet beautiful journey. Yet we are safe. We are loved. 
We are cared for. We are already in union with Jesus Christ. 
He lives in us. This is what His finished work on the cross and 
glorious resurrection made possible. Right before He went to 
the cross, Jesus reminded us: “I will not leave you as orphans; 
I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me 
no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you” (John 14:18–20).

He is not going anywhere. He lives in us. We are not trying to 
get to Him or be perfect enough to warrant His moving inside of 
us. He already lives in us. Our union, our oneness with Jesus, is 
not our destination; it is our starting point. This is where many 
have been tripped up and stalled throughout church history. Our 
union with Christ has been taught as the destination, the goal 
of the Christian life. Such wrong teaching has resulted in much 
frustration, disappointment, exhaustion and even abandonment 
of the faith. How tragic. We do not ascend level after level until 
we achieve union with Christ. We are already in union with 
Christ. We are not looking for a way to be in union with Him. 
He is the Way. He made it possible for Himself to move inside 
of us. He washed us clean, made us new, by His shed blood and 
broken body and now shares His resurrected life with each of us.

Jesus chose Paul, the great Hebrew scholar, to relate through 
pen and preaching the fuller revelation of Christ in us. It pleased 
God to reveal this secret, His Son, in Paul (see Galatians 1:16). 
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The transformation of Saul, who was called Paul as well (see 
Acts 13:9), was undeniable. He went from killing followers of 
the Way—a cold-blooded murderer— to living with the Way 
inside of him. No doubt this is one of the greatest transforma-
tions in all of history. Paul took seriously the commission to tell 
the world about this secret, God’s best secret, Christ in us. Paul 
was obsessed with this reality and wanted everyone to know. 
He agonized as a woman in labor until his hearers experienced 
the fullness of Christ in them (see Galatians 4:19). That is a 
serious obsession. I have labored through five births, and I can 
feel Paul’s intense desire for us to get this. I want in. Or should 
I say, I want to experience the fullness of Christ in me. Jesus is 
“the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6 nlt). This is more 
than a great Bible verse. Jesus is all of the above— in us. The 
hard work is done. Let the fun begin.

An In- Sight Secret, a Big Change

An undeniable, dominant theme in all the Pauline epistles is this 
close and indissoluble union we have with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Paul sums up our union with the short phrase “in Christ,” which 
appears in different ways over two hundred times in his writings 
(in contrast, the word Christian appears only three times in the 
entire Bible).2 I think the Holy Spirit is trying to make a point, 
a once- sharp point that man- made religions have managed to 
minimize over the centuries. “In Christ” is much more than an 
oft- repeated, but easily overlooked, Bible truth or a phrase to 
be memorized and mounted on our bathroom mirror. This “in 
Christ” revelation is God’s best secret that empowers us to live 
fully human, fully alive in the finished work of Jesus. We no lon-
ger have to struggle, strive and suffocate under our own works.
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It is worth unraveling this mystery. Mystery is a great descrip-
tion of how God’s secrets unfold. In fact, the word mystery is 
a synonym for the word secret as used in the New Testament.3 
Our union with Christ is a mystery in many ways. Like any good 
mystery, you need to be prepared for lots of twists, turns and 
surprises and be willing to embrace some radical revelation. That 
is what makes a story worth reading, right? In the same way, this 
is what makes a life worth living— life filled with surprises and 
challenges that keep us dependent on the One who lives inside us.

The Holy Spirit has been unraveling this mystery, reveal-
ing this secret for several thousands of years, but we have not 
always had ears that hear. And that is downright scandalous. 
In 1921 Charles Gore, Bishop of Oxford and one of the most 
influential Anglican theologians of his time, said, “Theology’s 
failure to unite ‘Christ for us’ with the ‘Christ in us’ is nothing 
less than an outright scandal.”4 An outright scandal and an in- 
sight secret. Christ in us. The secret is not just Christ, or Christ 
for us, but Christ in us. This is a huge difference— more than 
the simple preposition in conveys. Let that sink in.

When I first learned this secret, I was captivated. I knew I 
wanted to experience this mystery, this secret, this almost im-
possible dream of my union, my oneness with Christ. I searched 
for someone to give me the steps to living with God inside me. 
After all, that is pretty preposterous. God in me? But this is the 
absolute mystery and majesty of the glorious Good News. I 
hungered for a clearer, deeper revelation of this Good News, 
this mystical union with Christ. I prayed daily that Jesus would 
be “more and more at home” in my heart, living inside of me 
as I trusted Him (Ephesians 3:17 tlb).

While I encountered plenty of Catholic mystics, Puritan 
preachers, Holiness writers, devout missionaries and contem-
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porary teachers who helped guide me in my quest, I was still 
frustrated. My life did not match what Scripture revealed was 
possible— living in a loving union with Jesus, complete with 
abundant fruit, answered prayers, strength in suffering and signs 
and wonders to boot. I experienced God’s goodness, grace and 
faithfulness in many ways. I was and am forever grateful. But 
I was not content to live a life that did not more fully reflect 
Christ in me. I tried hard to make “me” decrease and make 
Jesus increase, although I was pretty clueless about what that 
meant. I worked hard to crucify (kill off ) any part of “me” 
that was misbehaving. When that failed, I focused on find-
ing a more positive “me”— my best self for Jesus. I discovered 
ways to improve my life, embrace my destiny, grow strong in 
character and, of course, love God and love people more. But 
I was not satisfied.

I listened to an intriguing interview of a man whose life had 
been transformed by this secret of union with Christ. I was 
eager to purchase his book since he did not have the chance 
to tell his whole story in a thirty- minute podcast. What were 
the obstacles he encountered? What were the aha moments he 
experienced, the unexpected joys, the confusing dilemmas and 
the ultimate victories of learning to live in union with Christ? 
Despite its length of several hundred pages, this man’s book— 
one filled with Scriptures, prescriptions for lifestyle changes and 
accounts of God’s amazing grace in his own life— was a huge 
disappointment. Where were the tales of temptation, the stories 
of struggle, the accounts of anxiety as he navigated the reality 
of living in union with Jesus? It is an outright scandal and an 
in- sight secret that we live out in real life. But how?

Then, things began to change. This was the change I desper-
ately wanted. I discovered this journey was not all about me—my 
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identity, my destiny, my maturity, my ministry, my transforma-
tion. No, this journey has been about Jesus, not me. Yes, I know 
I probably said all along that my quest was about Jesus. But 
try as I might, Jesus Christ’s magnificence seemed to elude me.

Not anymore.
Now I am delighted to share with you Christ in me, plus all 

the lessons He has taught me about our union, our oneness, 
which is God’s best secret. I can sum up these lessons in one 
statement: Jesus has gotten bigger, better and more beautiful 
than I ever dared to dream or imagine. And this has wrecked 
me for good and for God. A surprising and life- changing thing 
happened along the way. I experienced that “more than we 
would ever dare to ask or even dream of” dynamic that Paul 
wrote about and we all quote and pray (Ephesians 3:20 tlb). 
Never did I imagine that as Jesus Christ got bigger, better and 
more beautiful to me, I would begin to see myself as He saw 
me— bigger, better and more beautiful than I ever imagined I 
could be. That is how true transformation happened.

I was undone. I was wrecked for God.
I knew I wanted to tell others about this secret that puts 

into perspective our failures and frustrations with faith. And 
I received my confirmation to write on this from God in an 
unusual but convincing way. I always peruse the Book of the 
Year awards in various publications and was intrigued when I 
saw that Christianity Today magazine’s 2014 selection in Bibli-
cal Studies was Paul and Union with Christ: An Exegetical and 
Theological Study by Constantine Campbell.5 According to its 
description on Amazon, this book

fills the gap for biblical scholars, theologians, and pastors pon-
dering and debating the meaning of union with Christ. Follow-
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ing a selective survey of the scholarly work on union with Christ 
through the twentieth century to the present day, Greek scholar 
Constantine Campbell carefully examines every occurrence of 
the phrases ‘in Christ,’ ‘with Christ,’ ‘through Christ,’ ‘into 
Christ,’ and other related expressions, exegeting each passage 
in context and taking into account the unique lexical contribu-
tion of each Greek preposition.6

Immediately I was gripped with a Holy Spirit urgency to 
read this 480-page scholarly tome. Although I struggled to get 
through it (and skipped a few pages), I knew it was God when 
I read Campbell’s directive:

Finally, a future direction stemming from this study could be 
the exploration of the pastoral and devotional implications of 
union with Christ. This could take place on a more popular— 
rather than academic— level, for the sake of distilling impor-
tant theological observations to be of widespread benefit to 
the life of  the church. It ought to be clear that union with 
Christ offers a wealth of  pastoral and devotional potential 
and should be extolled from every pulpit and basic to every 
believer.7

I wrote in the margin, This is my assignment from the Holy 
Spirit.

I want to be one of the voices that takes this core Gospel 
truth of union with Christ and extols practical, pastoral and 
devotional implications for the ordinary person. Why was this 
so significant to me? I am not a Greek scholar. I am not a biblical 
academician. The letters after my name are M.Ed., not M.Div. 
I do not pretend to be an exegetical or theological whiz.8 But I 
love the Bible, and I love Jesus.
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The Divine Nature in Us

Jesus said His work was “finished” (John 19:30), and we get to 
partake now of His divine nature and live in union with Him. 
But while this happens instantaneously and completely, we each 
need to learn to live in the glorious truth. That is a journey. That 
is true transformation. Not just mental assimilation of incred-
ible revelation and information, as important as that knowledge 
is. This growth takes time, yet the truth remains: We are already 
in union with Christ. We are not trying to work our way into 
union, but we are working out our salvation, our union, with 
Him. We are one with God!

I can hear the protests and questions now.
Dianne, if  we are one with God, are you saying we become 

God?
The short answer is no. But we are partakers of the divine 

nature, and that changes everything (see 2 Peter 1:4).
If  I’m in union with Christ, do I just disappear and Jesus 

takes over?
No. You stay you, the real you, but without sin and selfish-

ness. Life in union with Christ is so much better. It is easy to 
make a mess of our lives when we attempt to tackle life on our 
own. We are especially captive to old mindsets that result in 
temporarily satisfying but inferior lifestyles. Our Christian life 
can quickly become frustrating and boring. We encounter and 
endure suffering that shakes our faith and steals our peace. Our 
love for Jesus grows lukewarm. When this happens, we plummet 
into dark sin and shame.

God has jerked me back to safety when I have been spiraling 
down into confusion or tottering on the cliff of spiritual suicide. 
I have heard Him say: It can be wrong to be right; beware the 
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Bible; stop imitating Jesus; come out of  the grave; get drunk 
daily; don’t sin less; lose your religion, not your faith— to name 
just a few. And I will explore all of these in this book. At first, 
these statements sound dangerous, wrong or downright con-
fusing. I have a history of being skeptical and afraid of being 
deceived. The Holy Spirit unearthed my faulty beliefs and 
twisted versions of Christianity that trapped me and kept me 
from seeing Jesus and myself. Religion without revelation and 
relationship is ruthless and fruitless.

My Father wanted me to stop and listen, to see things from 
a different angle. He is such a good, good Father. He wants to 
rearrange our thinking so we can embrace the full life He offers. 
We are God’s home. I am still me. You are still you. We do not 
become Christian clones or religious robots. We do come alive. 
We become who He designed us to be with all our gifts, calling 
and destiny. We see ourselves as He sees us— bigger, better and 
far more beautiful than we ever imagined.

I thought of this as I watched my beautiful newborn grand-
daughter Molly. She smiled, cooed and flailed her tiny arms 
while she lay on the pink quilted blanket. She cannot sit, walk, 
talk, dress or feed herself. She is just one month old. But she has 
all the unique DNA she will ever need to become a full- grown 
woman someday. She cannot try to add to that DNA; she can 
only continue to be transformed day by day, month by month, 
year by year. In the same way, we have divine DNA. We have 
Christ in us. But like Molly, we are newborns who need to depend 
on Him to grow into the fullness of who He designed us to be.

Let’s take off our religious robes and picture Christ in us. 
Allow yourself to dance a jig or a waltz, or maybe even hip-
hop with Him. I can see Him smiling now. He so loves to live 
in union with us.
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Why Does This Matter?

“We are like common clay jars that carry this glorious treasure 
within, so that the extraordinary overflow of power will be seen 
as God’s, not ours” (2 Corinthians 4:7 tpt). We have this trea-
sure hidden in our clay pots— pots that are cracked by the chaos 
of life. We can choose to live in that chaos or in Christ. We can 
choose to be crushed or to overflow with His power and light.

We know the secret. You can find the real you, the beauti-
ful you that God our Father destined for you to be before you 
were even in your mother’s womb (see Jeremiah 1:5). Christ 
is not going anywhere. He has made His home in us. Will we 
welcome Him? Will we partner with His Spirit as He brings 
true transformation?

What Can I Do Right Now?

Grab a cup of coffee, or some tea or a glass of sauvignon blanc, 
and settle in as we hunker down with the Holy Spirit and invite 
Him to do what He does best: unravel the mystery of Christ in us.

Father, open the eyes of  my heart to see and experience 
Your secret of  Christ in me.
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