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FOREWORD

In the midst of an ever- changing world, one thing is certain: 
God does not change. He remains the same— yesterday, today 
and forever. That is comforting! We never have to question or 
second- guess God’s nature. With every passing generation, He 
remains faithful and constant.

The Bible clearly reveals that God is a healer. The Lord 
Himself declared, “I am the Lord who heals you” (Exodus 
15:26). So we see clearly that healing is a gift from God. Jesus, 
the exact representation of God, came to reveal the Father. 
If people had questions regarding God’s nature, Jesus would 
provide the answers. While He was on earth, He healed the 
sick, performed signs and wonders, and destroyed the works of 
the devil. By His words and actions, Jesus displayed how God 
is both a healer and a miracle worker. Settle this truth in your 
heart: God heals— both now and forever!

When it comes to answering the question of why people 
are not healed, my dear friend Glen has written an incredible 
book that thoroughly unpacks the subject of healing. He delves 
into all aspects of healing— spiritual, emotional and physical. 
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Foreword

He also explains many reasons healing can be hindered and 
provides solutions to overcome them.

My friendship with Glen has spanned several decades, and 
over the years, I have witnessed how he has overcome several 
sicknesses and infirmities, including heart disease. Glen is a 
man of faith who refuses to settle for anything less than God’s 
best. He writes from a position of authority, combining per-
sonal experience with God’s Word. Even as I write this fore-
word, Glen is contending for healing after recently suffering a 
major heart attack. Thankfully reports are showing that he is 
recovering ahead of schedule.

While I believe healing and miracles are available to us today, 
a day is coming when we will no longer need to be healed— for 
Jesus will return and complete our salvation. On that glorious 
day, our bodies will be changed, and we will never again experi-
ence sickness, disease or death. Paul wrote,

But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. 
And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. He 
will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious 
bodies like his own, using the same power with which he will 
bring everything under his control.

Philippians 3:20–21

The return of our King is approaching. Until then, keep 
contending for heaven to invade earth! God is good and paid a 
great price for you to be healed. And since God did not withhold 
sacrificing His Son for us, He certainly will not withhold from 
us everything else He has to give. That includes your healing!

John Bevere, bestselling author and minister;  
co- founder, Messenger International
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INTRODUCTION

Healing is a topic that has confused many because so much has 
been said and written on this subject over the years. People have 
questions, and rightfully so.

• Is God still in the healing business today?

• Am I worth being healed?

• I prayed many times, and God did not heal me. Why?

• How do you get a miracle?

I hope that this book will bring clarity to you and provide 
the answers you have been searching for. This is an important 
topic that we cannot overlook as Christians just because it is 
hard or controversial. There are too many sick people walking 
around today. Can we help them? Though modern medicine has 
come a long way, there are still several illnesses without a cure.

I am one of those people seeking healing from God. I have 
experienced four sicknesses that easily could have taken my 
life. This book is as much for me as it is for you. The doctors 
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Introduction

say I have coronary artery disease. Medically I am considered a 
high- risk patient. I have five stents in my arteries now. I need a 
miracle! Medicine can help, but it cannot give me new arteries 
or a new heart.

I have decided that coronary artery disease is going to stop 
with me. I will not pass it on to my children and grandchildren. 
I believe we all have a greater degree of authority in our own 
lives than we ever realize. I am taking authority over this, be-
lieving that it will not stop me from preaching the Gospel. It 
will not stop me from ministering to my congregation. It will 
not stop me from being a good husband and father. I still have 

a lot I want to do in my life, 
so it is important that I get my 
healing miracle.

Maybe your story is a lot like 
mine. You may have a serious 
disease or illness. The doctor’s 
report is not very good. You 

have tried everything. You have done what the doctor said. You 
have gone to healing meetings. You have stood in healing lines 
time and time again.

Maybe you have something in your life that was passed down 
to you generationally that you need healing for. Some diseases, 
illnesses and curses are passed down from one generation to 
the next. Do you just have to accept that as your fate in life? Is 
there not something more you can do?

In this book, not only will I talk about physical healing, 
but I will also talk about what wholeness healing is and what 
God says about healing. We will discuss the difference between 
healing and miracles. If you are a Christian, the Word of God 
should be the final authority on any subject, but with all the 

I have decided that 
coronary artery disease  
is going to stop with me.

_Berteau_WhyAmINotHealed_KD_jck2.indd   12_Berteau_WhyAmINotHealed_KD_jck2.indd   12 3/24/20   3:53 PM3/24/20   3:53 PM

Why Am I Not Healed? • Glen Berteau 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



Introduction

13

various teachings out there, it can be hard to know exactly 
what the Word says. Well, I can tell you Jesus started with these 
verses right here:

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has 
anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent 
Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, to console 
those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness.

Isaiah 61:1–3 nkjv

God says He wants to give you beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 
heaviness.

Together, let us explore what that means.
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1

Beauty for Ashes

Ashes represent something of value that has been destroyed. 
This could be, for example, the ashes of a broken family. Fami-
lies break up. People get hurt. Sometimes they carry that pain 
with them for a long time. Often, this brokenness continues 
and is never fully addressed. The brokenness can affect you, 
your spouse, your children and even other relatives.

Maybe you lost a great job that was providing a decent liv-
ing for you and your family, but something happened. Often, 
it is not your fault. A company downsizes or they merge with 
another company. The result is the same: You can no longer 
provide the way you need to for your family. These are ashes.

It could also be that you lost a house. During the recession 
of 2008, thousands of people lost their homes and their sav-
ings. Imagine saving for years and suddenly all that money is 
gone or living in a lovely home where you raised your kids and 
now you are getting a foreclosure notice. These are also ashes.

Relationships can be difficult to mend, and people are some-
times stubborn. No one wants to say they are sorry, so how can 
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your hurt feelings be mended? These are the ashes of a broken 
relationship.

People get hurt in the Church as well. Their spirits get dam-
aged. A broken spirit is even difficult for the Lord to heal be-
cause God has given each of us a free will. You can choose to 
never forgive a fellow Christian who hurt you or a pastor who 
did you wrong. You can hold on to that pain in your heart for 
years, but whom does it hurt at the end of the day?

It hurts you, and it can prevent you from receiving your heal-
ing. That is exactly where many of us are today. We know God 
can heal us but there is some obstacle preventing our miracle 
from manifesting. What is that obstacle that is in the way? How 
can we move it? Can we get the healing miracle we need?

I have some good news for you: God is a mighty healer. He 
can take the ashes of that brokenness and transform them. He 
has the power to give you beauty for those ashes.

He says, “I want to give you the 
oil of joy for mourning” (see Isaiah 
61:3). Are you mourning over the loss 
of someone or something important 
in your life?

One of the greatest healings you 
can experience is healing from de-

pression. Through the power of God, you can get rid of the 
heaviness and darkness of depression. It is lifted off you, and 
the fear is gone. God replaces all that negative weight with a 
new garment of praise, joy, liberation, happiness and freedom.

You must rise with the Word in your life. I challenge you 
today to leave the mourning behind, move into freedom, let go 
of the brokenness, move into wholeness, rise out of bondage 

I have some good 
news for you: God is 

a mighty healer.

_Berteau_WhyAmINotHealed_KD_jck2.indd   16_Berteau_WhyAmINotHealed_KD_jck2.indd   16 3/24/20   3:53 PM3/24/20   3:53 PM

Why Am I Not Healed? • Glen Berteau 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



Beauty for Ashes

17

and walk into freedom. As Psalm 107:20 (nkjv) says, “He sent 
His Word and healed them.”

As you read this book, begin to feel the Word permeating your 
heart and soul. Allow the healing power of God to move into 
your body. You have faith that can move mountains. We must 
learn how to use that faith to move sickness and disease out of 
our lives and replace it with perfect health.

When you mix faith with the Word of God, you can get 
a miracle every time. There is still power— wonder- working 
power— in the Word of God.

Let me give you an example. 
One of the biggest global issues 
in the world right now is the use 
of nuclear weapons. Our concern 
is not that a nation may have a 
nuclear reactor, but whether they 
have plutonium or enriched ura-
nium for the nuclear reactor. Without these ingredients, you 
cannot make a nuclear bomb. Likewise, your faith is the nuclear 
reactor and the Word of God is the plutonium or uranium. It 
may look great on the surface, but if you do not have the Word, 
then there will not be an explosion.

Faith comes by hearing the Word, so applying your faith 
and the Word in unison is required to devastate the enemy in 
your life. Once you get the Word in you, you have the power to 
destroy what the enemy is doing.

Four of a Kind Beats a Full House

I am a balanced person, so I am not going to just work out my 
right arm and neglect my left arm, as some people do. That 

When you mix faith 
with the Word of God, 

you can get a  
miracle every time.
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would not make for a good look. Some people only want to 
preach faith or grace, but do not preach anything about convic-
tion, living right and obedience. That is unbalanced.

Somebody asked me, “What do you believe?” I answered, 
“Genesis to Revelation. I am preaching the whole thing. I am 
not going to teach part of it but everything.”

When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news 
spread quickly that he was back home. Soon the house where 
he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no 
more room, even outside the door. While he was preaching 
God’s word to them, four men arrived carrying a paralyzed 
man on a mat. They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of 
the crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above his head. 
Then they lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of 
Jesus. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My 
child, your sins are forgiven.”

But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting 
there thought to themselves, “What is he saying? This is blas-
phemy! Only God can forgive sins!”

Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked 
them, “Why do you question this in your hearts? Is it easier to 
say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, 
pick up your mat, and walk’? So I will prove to you that the Son 
of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus 
turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up your 
mat, and go home!”

And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out 
through the stunned onlookers. They were all amazed and 
praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like this 
before!”

Mark 2:1–12
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We sometimes overlook what Jesus was doing when this miracle 
took place because the miracle overshadows it. Look more care-
fully: He was preaching the Word.

Now, in the story I want you to notice the ambitious faith 
these four friends had for their sick friend who could not walk 
on his own. These four crazy Jewish boys were carrying their 
friend on a mat to bring him to this meeting. The ironic part 
is that they came to a meeting with their friend who was para-
lyzed, and no one gave them a seat.

Some of them may have felt, “You do not understand. We 
have been waiting for this healing meeting for a long time, and 
we waited in line three or four hours to get a seat in here.”

So they are stuck outside. There is no way to get into the 
building; it is packed. The parking lot is full, there is no air con-
ditioning at all, and there are no seats available; there is standing 
room only. If you want to get your miracle, you have to make 
a greater effort, and that means you may be inconvenienced.

Inconvenience Is the Enemy of Perseverance

We do not like to be inconvenienced. If something does not 
appeal to our comfort, we say things like:

• I will change doctors.

• I am not going to that restaurant anymore because of 
how they treated me.

• I am not going to this dentist anymore.
• I am not going to that bank because they made me 

stand in line.

• I am going to get a divorce because my spouse does not 
understand me.
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I am still amazed by the many excuses I hear from church crowds. 
I have heard that people left a church because they were asked 
to move to a different seating area. In my ministry, I often hear 
things like:

• Today it is just too hot (or cold).

• There is no parking.

• It is too far to go.

• This church is too crowded.

• It is too small (or large).

• I do not have time to go to church today.

• My hair does not look right today.

• The music is too loud (or soft)

• It is too emotional/too dead/too exciting.

I even had somebody leave the church years ago because I laughed 
in the pulpit. They said, “Well brother, I do not think you should 
be making jokes up there at the desk of God, laughing and hav-
ing fun like that.”

Well, the joy of the Lord just might make you laugh a little 
bit. The joy of the Lord is real. I need the joy of the Lord and 
so do you.

When you have what I call real faith— faith that cannot be 
stopped— you step over inconvenience. Inconvenience will al-
ways make excuses, but faith will always make a way.

God wants to heal you and bless you. He wants to do a 
miracle, but because of inconvenience, many miss out. Make 
up your mind that whatever the cost or however long it takes, 
you are going to get your miracle.
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It does not matter where I sit, what it costs or what sacrifice 
I have to make, my faith is going to break through, the Word 
of God is going to touch me and I am going to get what God 
has for me. I am going to receive 
my miracle.

Faith moves you toward Jesus. 
Faith moves you toward the answer. 
Faith moves you toward the mira-
cle you need. Resolve within your-
self that you are not going to be  
denied.

Faith That Is Seen

Four men are digging a hole in a roof. Stuff is falling on Jesus 
and the people sitting in the house. All of a sudden, everyone 
looks up to see four guys peering down from above, their hands 
maneuvering a stretcher with a sick man on it into the house.

Jesus looks up, too, and the Word says He saw their faith (see 
Mark 2:5). Whose faith did He see? Was it the paralyzed man’s 
faith? No, it was the faith of his four friends. Everyone at some 
time in their lives will need friends who have more faith than 
they have. Now this passage tells me that you can see faith, so 
think about it. Can you see doubt? Can you see unbelief? Can 
you see fear? Sure, you can.

Faith is evident, and others can see your faith, too. Have you 
ever been in a healing revival where there are preachers who 
have a word of knowledge and call people out? Do you know 
what they see? They see faith. Have you noticed how miracles 
happen for many of them? That is because the man or woman 
of God saw their faith.

Inconvenience will 
always make excuses, 
but faith will always 

make a way.
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In the anointing, there is a supernatural ability to see the 
people who are ready to receive their miracle. Jesus looks up 
and sees that these four men have faith. He sees their body 
language. He can tell by looking at them that they have come 
to this place with enough faith for a miracle.

Let me show you another place in Scripture where faith was 
seen:

While they were at Lystra, Paul and Barnabas came upon a man 
with crippled feet. He had been that way from birth, so he had 
never walked. He was sitting and listening as Paul preached. 
Looking straight at him, Paul realized he had faith to be healed. 
So Paul called to him in a loud voice, “Stand up!” And the man 
jumped to his feet and started walking.

Acts 14:8–10

In both stories, the parties put themselves in a position for 
their miracle. They were not sitting at home whining about their 
situation, crying about why it has not happened yet. They were 
both sitting under the preaching of the Word of God.

Understand how important this is. Jesus even teaches in the 
Parable of the Farmer Scattering Seed that the devil is going to 
try to snatch that seed from you before it ever gets planted in 
your life (see Matthew 13:19). He does this because he knows 
that if the seed of faith gets planted in your heart, you are going 
to move to a whole new level where you can believe God for even 
more than He has ever done in your life before. Naturally, then, 
Satan wants to steal that and pull it out by the roots before it 
can ever take hold and begin to grow.

It is interesting to note that those who receive their miracle 
also let their pride and embarrassment go. If you have pride, 
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get over it. If you have a need, who cares? It does not matter. 
You have to get over being embarrassed.

The first thing Jesus said to the paralyzed man was, “Your 
sins are forgiven.” If it were me, I would have responded, “That 
is not my problem. I am on a mat here; I cannot move. I am 
paralyzed: That is my issue!”

The reason Jesus started with his sins, though, is because 
sins are connected to physical sickness. We do not talk about 
this, but Jesus did. He says we need to deal with this sin issue 
because it is more important than your physical healing. You 
have got to deal with your sins being forgiven first, and then 
you can move on to something else.

Most people just want physical wellness, but they do not 
want anything else to be fixed. God, on the other hand, is into 
the wholeness of your spirit, soul and body. You must under-
stand that God wants to heal everything, not just the outside. 
He does not want to just heal the body. He wants to heal the 
spirit that is inside the body. He wants you to have peace. When 
Jesus speaks of forgiving sins, He is 
saying, “I am not just satisfied with 
a healthy body. I also want you to 
have peace in your heart.”

What happens in our spiritual 
lives affects us in our physical bod-
ies because the two are connected. 
You and I both know this, and doc-
tors know it, too. Some things hap-
pen to us in life that affect us physically. Some things make us 
depressed, and suddenly you are not sleeping well. You do not 
want to talk to anybody anymore because you do not think 
they will understand what you are going through. Gradually, 

God is into the 
wholeness of your 

spirit, soul and body. 
He wants to heal 

everything.
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you withdraw from society and that makes the depression even 
worse. Darkness closes in.

Do not make the mistake of only wanting physical heal-
ing. When you only want to be physically healed, you will be 
disappointed, because God desires to make us whole. Your 
physical body is passing away, but your spirit is eternal, so 
which is more important for God to heal? We think it is our 
body, but it is not. You and God need to get on the same page. 
God is not the one who needs to change. It is you and I who 
must make changes.

God wants to heal you, but He does not want to just heal 
a broken arm or a diseased lung. 
He wants to heal a sick spirit. 
Some of us are not ready for that 
deeper level of healing.

Certain areas such as strife, 
unforgiveness and bitterness are 
like a cancer of  the spirit that 
grows. It does not just go away 

after a good night’s sleep. It spreads into your immune system 
and eventually makes you much sicker.

Salvation or Healing, Which Is Harder for God?

Now, here is something interesting in the story of the paralyzed 
man. Notice what the Pharisees say when Jesus says, “Your sins 
are forgiven.” The first thing they say is, “Blasphemy! Who does 
He think He is? How could He forgive sins? Only God can do 
that.” Notice, they did not question the healing miracle. They 
questioned whether Jesus had the authority to forgive sins. They 
were questioning the whole concept of salvation.

You and God need to 
get on the same page. 
God is not the one who 

needs to change.
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Today, we have flipped it upside down. We do not question 
salvation; we question healing. In Jesus’ day, it was the other way 
around. Healing was something that just happened, and God 
was healing people. They could not say anything about that, but 
the forgiveness of sins was a big deal. Today, we have switched 
things around to where healing is so much harder than salvation.

Look at what Jesus said:

“Why do you question this in your hearts? Is it easier to say to 
the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, pick 
up your mat, and walk’? So I will prove to you that the Son of 
Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.”

Mark 2:8–10

Here, Jesus is saying, “Is it easier to be saved? Or is it easier to 
be healed?” Jesus is saying to you today, “Why are you making 
healing so hard? You made salvation easy. You came forward 
and asked Me to forgive your sins, and I did.”

God does not have to strain any harder to heal people. Re-
ceiving your healing is the same as receiving your salvation. He 
makes both available to you. There is no difference to God. It 
is humans who draw a line in the sand and make one harder 
than the other.

Humans need both spiritual healing and physical healing. It 
is just as easy for Him to do 
one or the other, so let us not 
make it more difficult. Let us 
get both types of healing so 
we can be whole— spirit, soul 
and body.

Receiving your healing is 
the same as receiving your 
salvation. God makes both 

available to you.
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They were all healed as they heard the Word of God. What 
happens in most congregations is that people see a paralyzed 
man jump up off his mat and walk again, and they are all 
amazed. They shout and praise God. But when we see someone 
get saved, we just smile and clap our hands. No one is amazed 
or shouting, “Glory to God!”

Both of these miracles are earthly manifestations of the 
King dom of God happening right here on earth. Each time 
this happens, it is like Jesus saying, “I am still alive, I am not 
dead, and I still do miracles,” so let us celebrate them all with 
equal passion.

_Berteau_WhyAmINotHealed_KD_jck2.indd   26_Berteau_WhyAmINotHealed_KD_jck2.indd   26 3/24/20   3:53 PM3/24/20   3:53 PM

Why Am I Not Healed? • Glen Berteau 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission




