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You both are Spirit- empowered women  

who hold a special place of honor and strength  
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FOREWORD

Not everyone would attempt to jump out of an airplane on a 
skydiving expedition at 12,500 feet, but our dear friend Mickey 
did as a brash nineteen year old. Call that bold and adventurous! 
Call it courageous! Call it just an extreme and borderline reckless 
choice in that time of his life! But what emerged from his boyhood 
brush with death when the plane crashed one August day was 
a supernatural brand of courage that has inspired, encouraged 
and challenged audiences around the world. And now we have 
a book that gives us the secret to attaining that kind of courage 
for ourselves.

We may not opt for skydiving as a hobby, but we live in a dan-
gerous world. We are surrounded by constant threats—terrorism, 
fatal diseases, accidents, drugs and, always, the evil intent of our 
archenemy, Satan. Through these and other means, his agenda is 
to take us out or, at the very least, to render us helpless and hope-
less. That is where this book comes in.

In eleven powerful chapters, Mickey carves out the path to 
bold, brave living. As a trailblazing overcomer through his near-
death experience, he weaves his own story of God’s redeeming 
love throughout the steps to victorious living—courage to hope, 
to follow Jesus, to be humble, to fight, to strengthen yourself, to 
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Foreword

persevere, to use your gifts, to succeed, to forgive, to love and to 
go the distance. 

With humility and transparency, Mickey confesses his own fears 
and inadequacies and reveals how God has walked him through the 
deepest valleys and helped him soar to the mountaintops through 
the empowering of the Holy Spirit. In each chapter, Mickey profiles 
another courageous person—a biblical hero or someone Mickey 
knows personally—who was able to overcome an “impossible” 
situation with God’s supernatural strength.

During the writing of this book, Mickey and his fearless, gifted 
wife, Barbara, faced the challenge of their lives when she was di-
agnosed with stage IV cancer. Testing their courage to the deepest 
level yet, the Lord took them and many of those who love them to 
the throne of grace. Walking through this trial with them was a 
privilege for us—crying out to our Father in prayer and worship, 
drawing us closer to Him and to each other.   

We have walked through life with Mickey for twenty years. We 
have ministered together, laughed and cried together, and prayed 
and worshiped in seasons of victories and struggles, and we all 
know from experience that it is not about what we can achieve 
with our own natural talents and abilities. Let me, Michael, be 
honest with you. When I am behind a keyboard, worshiping the 
Lord, I feel more than seven feet tall. I could never do what I do 
without the supernatural anointing of the Holy Spirit. Neither can 
Mickey—and neither can you! As Mickey famously says, “Jesus 
doesn’t call us to what we can do, but to what we can’t do without 
Him.” That takes supernatural courage.

Michael W. and Debbie Smith
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INTRODUCTION

Spoiler alert: You will not need courage when you are in heaven. 
Reality check: You are not in heaven yet. Genuine followers of Jesus 
who have surrendered their lives to His Lordship will encounter 
circumstances and events that require spiritual bravery throughout 
their earthly walk.

If  you are facing a challenge and are looking for answers, I 
believe that there are keys within this book that will speak to you. 
The Holy Spirit will help you rise above your circumstances to walk 
in victory. Everybody admires a true hero, whether that person is 
an incredible underdog like young David challenging Goliath, or 
Mary Magdalene who dared to go to Jesus’ tomb (against all of 
society’s rules) and was the first to see the risen Lord.

In these chapters, you will read about them and other biblical 
characters who found the courage to overcome obstacles. I hope 
you will enjoy reading their stories. I also include testimonies of 
modern- day heroes— many of whom I know personally. Through 
these stories and some of my own experiences, you will see that it 
takes guts to break through into glory. More than that, however, 
I want you to realize that Christ, the hope of glory, is in you, and 
He can write the very best stories through you.

The Lord refers to His people as His sheep. You are not, how-
ever, called to be sheepish. He has not given you a spirit of timidity; 
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Introduction

instead, He gave you a spirit of love, power and a sound mind (see 
2 Timothy 1:7). The more you respond with spiritual bravery to 
the issues in your life, the more you will develop a redemptive 
rhythm. Identity, purpose and vision are all modern- day themes 
that require a work of the Spirit to enable you to walk bravely on 
the path that is laid out before you. I believe that your senses are 
sharpened by engaging and cooperating with the Holy Spirit as 
you navigate within God’s boundaries.

Actually, courage is not an option— it is a commandment: 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do 
not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). In fact, three times within four 
verses we are admonished to be brave.

Some might ask, “What is coming that would lead me to need 
all of this bravery?” Joshua gives us a hint to the answer: “For you 
have not passed this way before” (Joshua 3:4). As it was in Joshua’s 
day, it is now. As the darkness deepens around us, we do not have 
a pattern to follow; rather, we are to follow after the presence of 
the Lord. The Lord always leads us in triumph— but it still takes 
courage to get there.

In chapter 1, I share a short sketch of my testimony. I hope that 
my story displays clearly my weakness and God’s incredible power. 
It is a testimony of hope from someone who was actually hopeless. 
I required supernatural courage on a regular basis, whether it was 
in the process of making little decisions or encountering difficult 
circumstances. I had to walk where I had never walked before.

We are all called to report for active duty to the Lord and His 
purposes. I hope sincerely that you are strengthened with power 
in your inner being as you actively engage in God’s plan for your 
life. As a spiritual pilgrim, you have the ability to take others with 
you as you experience the unfolding promises of God. As you are 
willing, He is able to guide you safely to His intended destination.

_Robinson_SupernaturalCourage_KD_jck.indd   16_Robinson_SupernaturalCourage_KD_jck.indd   16 2/7/20   2:38 PM2/7/20   2:38 PM

Supernatural Courage • Mickey Robinson 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission



17

CHAPTER 1 

COURAGE TO HOPE

Hope is a golden cord connecting you to heaven.

Sarah Young, Jesus Calling

Everybody needs supernatural, spiritual courage to enter the King-
dom of God and to walk by faith. We need courage daily to meet 
life’s challenges with grace, love and patience. Experiencing a true 
encounter with God changes everything. One of the most powerful 
aspects of a genuine God encounter is that it generates hope. Not a 
whimsical, wishful, maybe- if hope, but a dynamic expectancy that 
God is going to do something that is beyond the natural abilities 
found in this visible world.

How could anybody be qualified to assert such a lofty opinion? 
Only through living a life where the idea of false bravado and 
bravery was chipped repetitively away, and where traditional ideas 
of what courage is were confronted in substantial ways. In my life, 
attempts at bravery fell victim to the reality of trauma and tragedy. 
Let me tell you about myself and how my early life experiences led 
to my first real encounter with supernatural courage.

I was born in 1949 and was raised in Independence, Ohio, which 
was an ideal middle- to- upper- class community. The era was one in 
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which it felt like the American dream was attainable by anybody.1 
I grew up in the first television generation, where everything about 
achievement was presented as positive and desirable. Despite some 
early hindrances in my life— in the first grade, I was laughed at for 
mispronouncing a few words while reading out loud, and conse-
quently, I developed a stutter—I began playing and excelling in team 
sports. My innate athletic ability and ease in making friends fueled 
my desire to improve myself, and with time I was able to overcome 
the stammering. The 1950s in America was a golden time to fulfill 
dreams.

Yet my earliest memories also held dark secrets. My father was 
an alcoholic, and that brought me both fear and shame. Even 
though I had two older sisters and a younger brother, I was singled 
out and picked on by him. (That might have been because I was 
the first male born in our family.)

I have no recollection of ever hearing him say a single nice thing 
to me. I never heard things like “You did a good job at baseball, 
son,” or “I like your friends,” or “I love you.” Every holiday ended 
with volatile domestic meltdowns. I grew up not wanting to be 
anything like my dad— the way he dressed, the way he spoke or 
the friends he chose.

Consequently, I threw myself into sports and social activities. 
Each endeavor I ventured into required the courage to succeed. I 
continued to improve in football, which I had played since second 
grade. I was first in my class to become an expert snow skier. I did 
very well in the performing arts, and during my senior year, I won 
an acting award at a state competition. I learned gymnastics on my 
own and did physical things no one in the history of our school 
had ever attempted. I thought I was doing it for the fun of it, but 
I now realize that other motives were beneath my feverish drive.

Besides schoolwork and sports practices, I held down a job that 
allowed me to become more and more independent. Eventually I 
was able to buy my own car, clothes and sports equipment. This 
allowed me to craft my own image. I talked my way into a dream 
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job in an upscale brokerage firm when I was eighteen. Even after 
receiving a promotion in a promising career, I made a reckless 
decision after having been tempted by a friend. Part of the fallout 
from that bad decision was that my desire for the business world 
dissipated. While I thought that I was burying all of those bad 
feelings, I did not realize that I was burying them alive.

Falling into Freedom?

Love for aviation started as a fascination early in my childhood 
with the fictional hero Superman. I studied and memorized the 
history of flight— ballooning, gliders, the Wright brothers, Lind-
bergh, World War I and II aircraft, NASA and the space program.

This desire to fly would totally dominate and consume my life. 
I responded to an ad for a five- dollar flying lesson. From my first 
flight, it was obvious I was a natural. I loved absolutely everything 
about being in the sky.

The Cleveland Sportsman Show was a large annual event. Shortly 
after learning how to fly, I went to the show to take a look at a tiny 
do- it- yourself helicopter I had seen demonstrated in a James Bond 
movie. James Bond was my kind of guy. Although I knew it was all 
fantasy, he modeled a pretty fabulous life.

Before I could find the Bensen Gyrocopter display, I encoun-
tered the skydiving exhibit. After my first time jumping from a 
plane, I was smitten. Every flying adventure I had ever dreamed 
of culminated in the sensation of skydiving. What a rush! After 
twenty jumps, I was invited to join a professional skydiving 
team. I was considered an elite skydiver, and nothing else mat-
tered to me.

I lived for the moment with little or no concern for the con-
sequences and no thought of the future. Every new challenge re-
quired me to be courageous and bold— whether to be brave enough 
to do something for the first time or simply to have the tenacity 
to keep getting better. It was all part of the training and honing 
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of my natural skills and talents that was required to be able to 
operate on higher levels. For me, the pinnacle was the satisfaction 
of being a free- fall artist and a skilled parachutist.

The courage to operate successfully in a high- risk sport was 
also an escape from life’s problems. Free fall was the ultimate 
escape, falling into freedom jump after jump. I had adapted my-
self to be able to find pleasure only when living for the moment. 
I was blinded by the obsession. The desire for the next “fix” was 
insatiable. There would never be enough to satisfy.

Mayday! Mayday!

On a hot August evening, five skydivers loaded into the six- passenger 
modified Piper aircraft. Dan, Steve and I were professionals. Rick 
and Johnny were students. The two rookies would be jumping at 
lower altitudes, and that took a lot of extra time. The delay annoyed 
me. I was eager to go all the way to the top floor for the longest 
free- fall moment of my life. As the wheels came off the ground, 
I closed my eyes and settled back in my seat to wait out the long 
flight so that I could get my free- fall fix. Suddenly— silence.

The engine quit.
There was no time to leap to safety before the right wing on my 

side of the aircraft crashed into a tree. We violently cartwheeled 
and then plunged into the ground. At a dizzying speed, my face 
smashed into the instrument panel on impact. In the confusion, 
Steve helped the two students out of the mangled fuselage. My 
partner, Dan, had already exited and was a few feet away when 
the plane exploded. When he heard my screams, he rushed back to 
the wreckage. With superhuman effort, he extracted me— soaked 
in airplane fuel and on fire from head to toe.

As the ambulance raced to the nearest hospital, this overconfi-
dent young buck cried out to a God I did not know— to the Lord 
I had never served. “Please, God. I’m sorry! Help me! Please, help 
me!” Drifting into shock and not really knowing the extent of my 
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injuries, this desperate cry was my first sincere prayer. It started 
something new— an authentic hope for God’s help.

After arriving at the hospital, a triage team took over quickly. 
My injuries were catastrophic. Although I was young and strong—
a professional athlete in my prime— the doctors did not think I 
would make it through the night. Severe third- degree burns covered 
a large portion of my body. I had a brain contusion from the blunt 
force of my head hitting the instrument panel. I was blind in my 
right eye with the skin burned off my retracted eyelids. Some of 
the most severe burns had seared my face, my right hand and arm, 
all of my right leg, and the back of my left leg. The flames had 
penetrated the muscle almost to the bone.

The next day in intensive care several close family members 
and friends were allowed to see me. I know now they were being 
advised to say their good- byes. Even though my situation was 
thought to be hopeless the doctors and nurses worked heroically 
in an attempt to save my life.

Although feverish efforts were exerted to prevent additional 
problems, I developed several potentially fatal complications. Mas-
sive infection spread over the outside of my body. In a few weeks 
my finely tuned athletic body withered to 93 pounds. I was losing 
ten pints of blood on some days. The blood became infected, and 
the nerves in the front part of my legs died. The lower portion of 
my esophagus was being eaten up by acid, and it was impossible 
for any nourishment to pass through to my stomach. My body 
cavity became septic. At this point, an expert consulting physician 
was asked to come in from a famous medical school.

At the end of his diagnostic summary, he wrote, “There is noth-
ing I can offer this young man.” The downward spiral of deadly 
complications was at the point of irreversibility. No scientific or 
medical treatment would help. As all my bodily functions were 
shutting down, there was absolutely no hope. They intended to 
continue with fluids and pain medicine until the mercy of death 
brought me relief.
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When All Hope Was Gone

As my life was ebbing away and I was at the end stage, my spirit 
was expelled suddenly from my body, and I appeared in a spiritual 
dimension. In this realm, I had a revelation of the magnitude of 
eternity that is impossible to experience through your five senses.

Traveling on an upward path to a pure white circular portal, I felt 
a pressure on my right. As I turned to see what the pressure was, 
I found myself staring into a vast blackness. It, too, was eternal— 
eternal separation from the Source of all life. In this sphere was 
permanent solitary confinement— unimaginable, nonnegotiable 
and final. This realm is called the outer darkness.

I cried out a desperate plea with my spirit: God, I’m sorry! Give 
me another chance, please! I want to live!

Before the darkness could engulf me, I was thrust through the 
portal and into the very presence of God in what is called the third 
heaven. I comprehended instantly a new reality: I am a spirit. This 
is the true essence of our inner being. The river of life was coursing 
through my spirit- being, and I knew that I would never die— ever.

I perceived myriads of wonders and experienced the shock and 
awe of God’s love and care for me that extends throughout eternity. 
Words cannot describe the power, the glory and the immeasurable, 
undiluted, perfect love of God. In a heavenly vision, I was shown the 
near future that extended about six years. All of these realizations 
happened before I was sent back to the natural, physical world.

My spirit reentered my shattered, broken body; however, the 
majestic Lord entered in with me. Though it was apparent to the 
medical staff that I had been spared death’s grip at least temporar-
ily they were still expecting me to die at any moment. The Source 
of all life began empowering me by the healing love of Jesus, Lord 
of even the impossible. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the 
dead was inside my mortal body.

The doctors were at first skeptical, then stunned, and then 
determined to work with this phenomenon that they did not 
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understand—a patient alive in a condition beyond medical com-
prehension. The trickle of healing not anticipated in the medical 
books was a result of my spiritual transformation.

I, of course, had never experienced anything remotely like this. 
The most astounding reality was the amazing love of God and the 
peace that resided in me that defied psychological description. But 
this is exactly what Scripture promises when it says, “The peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

Jesus— My Living Hope

A few weeks after my near- death experience and glorious heavenly 
encounter, my body was awaking from the grip of death— but so 
was the awful sensation of pain.

“Mr. Robinson, we need to move you to change your bed,” one 
of the evening- shift nurses said.

“Oh, please . . . not now. I don’t feel well tonight,” I said in a 
weak whisper.

“It’s okay. It won’t take long,” the nurse insisted, her voice 
trailing off.

Unable to find a male orderly, four female nurses each took one 
corner of the sheet to lift me off the bed and into a wheelchair. 
They raised me slowly up over the bed rails and . . . splat! They 
dropped all 98 pounds of me from three feet onto the hard floor. 
After an unknown time of unconsciousness, I woke up with all 
the nurses hovering over my bed. I never told my family what 
happened. I did not want my mom to be troubled with one more 
piece of bad news.

The day after the frightening, floor- spattering fiasco the doc-
tor in charge of my case appeared at his usual time for morning 
rounds.

“I’m going to give it to you straight,” he said. “The nerve tests 
on your legs are conclusive. Below your knees to the front to your 
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toes are unresponsive. They are . . . um . . . dead . . . and won’t come 
back to life. You may walk some with leg braces and crutches, but 
not much. I am so sorry, son.”

Grasping the bed rail with my left hand, I lurched up so that I 
could look at the doctor eye to eye.

“I’m gonna walk out of this hospital. I am!”
He bowed his head, turned and walked away. A strange peace 

settled over me, and I thought, I will walk out of  here.
From where did that brave burst of confident zeal come? Super-

natural courage rose up within me to defy the giant of permanent 
nerve damage that was breathing threats against my life and future. 
This was the beginning of a journey of recovery, hope and power 
that I believe are convincing proofs of the true God of creation. 
The lessons I learned along the way have been invaluable in shaping 
the person that I am today, and they are the foundational principles 
by which I live my life.

Kind people have paid me lofty compliments, acknowledging 
my courage, boldness and confidence. Their words are humbling 
and edifying, yet I must confess that I did not feel worthy of them. 
The character traits that they mentioned were not traits I had 
possessed previously. Mere bravado and natural persistence had 
enabled me to do some extremely untried challenges in my former 
life; however, those were challenges that had been met with mere 
natural abilities. The hope and courage that I have now are not 
based on my own abilities, but rather on the unlimited ability of 
Jesus’ power. Knowing Jesus is what gives me hope and courage.

Turning Point

The year 1968 was arguably one of the worst in American history. 
President Johnson refused to be nominated for re election. The 
troubles of the Vietnam War continued to mount with riots and 
protests erupting on a continual basis. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was assassinated in April. Two months later, Robert F. Kennedy 
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was shot. RFK would surely have been elected president instead 
of Richard Nixon. The Chicago Seven riots, race riots and then 
. . . in August of that year, my airplane crash.

In December, four months after this catastrophic accident, I was 
still languishing in a hospital bed barely alive. Even though I had 
experienced the radiance of God’s glory in heaven, the recovery 
was long and uncertain. There were days of disillusionment and 
waiting as I had received news that my transfer to a rehabilitation 
hospital was delayed. I had really hoped to go quickly to accelerate 
my healing—I was bummed.

On December 21, the TV in my hospital room was on when 
NASA boldly launched the Saturn V rocket with three astronauts 
aboard the Apollo 8 mission to circumnavigate the moon. The 
largest TV audience in history watched as the astronauts’ space 
capsule disappeared behind the dark side of the moon. When that 
happened, there was over forty minutes of radio silence until they 
would— hopefully— emerge from behind the moon.

On Christmas Eve, I, along with the rest of the world, watched 
that black- and- white TV set with tension. Would the astronauts 
crash into the lunar surface? Would they skip off into space to 
their death because of lack of gravity? No one knew for sure— not 
even the scientists.

When in fact they did emerge, the first words we heard were 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” as 
the three Apollo astronauts took turns reading from Genesis 1. 
When they got to about the tenth verse, I burst out crying. These 
were not tears of sadness or fear, but tears of joy. The NASA mis-
sion, which seemed virtually impossible, began as a bold, brave 
commitment.

On May 25, 1961, President Kennedy had made a faith decla-
ration that the United States would send men to the moon and 
bring them back before the end of the decade. What was hap-
pening to me as I viewed the fulfillment of his declaration was 
that my spirit and the Spirit of God inside me began rejoicing 
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in hope. Hope that the impossible was taking place— not only 
on the moon, but inside of  me. None of  this understanding 
was in my conscious mind. It came from deep inside my heart. 
Spiritual courage was energizing me, and as a result, a beacon 
of hope was created.

In the months and years that followed, courage to hope pro-
duced other miraculous results. Let me share two or three of them:

In May 1969, nine months after the accident, I was moved from 
the original hospital to a rehabilitation hospital, where I endured 
dozens of surgical producers and extreme physical therapy daily. 
The damaged nerves in my left leg produced zero response and, 
true to the first doctor’s initial report, I had to wear a leg brace. 
The muscles in my right leg were beginning to respond, but I still 
used a wheelchair and crutches to get around. Even though the 
doctor had said the nerves were never going to come back, I held 
on to hope that they would recover fully.

On Thursday, May 15, 1969, physical therapy was canceled 
because I was scheduled for a surgical procedure that day. Half an 
hour before the techs came to pick me up for surgery, I was sitting 
on the bed with my legs dangling over the side. For some reason, 
I felt compelled to speak to my legs.

“Wake up! Start moving!” I demanded out loud.
Bam! Instantly, both legs came to life and felt completely nor-

mal. You need to know that I had no spiritual training in healing, 
nor had I ever heard of speaking to body parts. I did, however, have 
this unrealistic optimism— an unexplainable hope. Two months 
later, in July 1969, I jumped out of an airplane from 12,500 feet 
and landed safely on those legs. How can this be?

My right hand had been burned so badly that it was not of 
much use. In October of 1969, a radical operation was performed 
to attempt to restore some degree of function. This procedure was 
called an acute deep hand burn covered by a pocket flap- graft. All 
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the scar tissue was peeled off surgically, then my hand— nothing 
but a mass of raw tissue— was sewn underneath the skin above 
my rib cage to give my blood a chance to circulate through what 
was left of my damaged hand. My damaged hand protruded from 
underneath the skin flap, which was stitched across my wrist. 
Looking like Napoleon, I had to remain in that position for six 
weeks. When surgically removed, my hand looked like it had on 
a tiny boxing glove.

Three months later, a creative and delicate procedure was done 
to separate the amputed finger bones and create some form of a 
miniature grasping hand. Three days postoperative, the assistant 
surgeon came to change the bandage. As the last layer of gauze 
was unwound, a foul odor emerged.

The doctor said, “Oh no! I’m so sorry, Mr. Robinson. Looks 
as if we’ve lost this one.” All of the tissue around the stitches was 
black and smelled like a dead animal.

He bandaged it all up and said sorrowfully, “We’ll have to re-
move it tomorrow.”

When the doctor left, I glanced out my hospital window. Golden 
rays of light shimmered through the glass as the sun was setting 
over Lake Erie. In that serene moment an idea rose up from within 
me, and I pressed the call light for the nurse.

When she arrived, I asked, “Please bring me about seven pillows 
and a floodlight.” Without questioning me, she helped me stack up 
the pillows and placed my bandaged right arm on top of it with 
the light shining on the bandage.

Silently, I began to command blood to flow from my arm into 
the dead tissue in my hand. This went on almost all night. My 
scientific brain should have known the coagulated blood would 
be like dried Elmer’s glue. But the next morning when the doctor 
came in to set up a surgical field on my bed and began to remove 
the bandages, he could not believe his eyes.

“Oh my gosh! What?!” he gasped, collapsing against the wall 
in complete shock.
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The previously all- black tissue was now as pink and perfect 
as a newborn baby’s bottom. It was another miracle. My hopes 
were fulfilled.

My right eye had been blind for five and a half years. I had 
a cornea from a cadaver attached to my eye three months after 
my accident. While having these multiple reconstructive surger-
ies, I was examined occasionally by a world- famous eye surgeon. 
Barbara and I had begun our life together and were living on our 
farm in Ashland, Ohio, when I received a phone call from this 
eye surgeon.

His phone call was a surprise, because for the past year while 
making periodic visits to the Cleveland University Hospital where 
he practiced, I would stop this doctor in the hall and say, “If you 
operate on me, I’ll be able to see.”

Each time he would kindly, but resolutely, tell me, “Sorry, but 
you know that is impossible.”

This time, however, it was a different story.
“You talked me into it,” he said. “Come immediately. We have 

to finish the operation in less than 24 hours. I have fresh tissue, 
and this is a live transplant.”

Barbara and I raced to Cleveland, which was about an hour 
and a half away. We checked in to the hospital, and I was on the 
operating table the next morning. Sandbags lined my head, neck 
and shoulders, making me completely immobile as I had to remain 
awake during the delicate two- and- a- half- hour surgery.

When I was returned to my room after the operation, I asked 
Barbara to have the nursing staff block all light from the windows 
with black plastic.

I stayed like that for seven days, water- only fasting, and saying 
over and over, “I can see, I can see, I can see.”

What I did not know was that during the operation, my doc-
tor had said to the attending physician, “His eye is completely 
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dead.” The iris was wrinkled and stiff, and the pupil was not 
light reactive. But if the graft worked, I would have some natural 
color back; the eye would look better cosmetically. At least that 
was their hope. I, of course, hoped for far more. Seven days later, 
with Barbara seated beside me in the doctor’s office, we unveiled 
the eye.

“Doc, I can see! I really can see!” I exclaimed as the last piece 
of gauze was unwound.

He nodded. “Dark shadows? Some light?”
“No, I see both of you! I see you . . . and I see my wife!”
Astonished, he tested me again even more thoroughly and shook 

his head.
“I can only conclude that this is a miracle!”
My legs were lame, but I hoped to walk. My hand was withered, 

but I hoped to be able to grasp. I was blind in my right eye for 
five and a half years, but I hoped to see. The Holy Spirit gave me 
courage to hope and spiritual bravery for these things and many 
others, even though I was untrained spiritually. Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today and forever!

Finding the Courage to Hope

Scripture verses such as Deuteronomy 14:2, Deuteronomy 26:18 
and 1 Peter 2:9 tell us that we are God’s special treasures— distinct 
from all others on the face of the earth. We are different not be-
cause we sport bumper stickers on our cars or spout Christianese 
slogans. We are different because our Bible teaches that we are to 
react with supernatural impulses and not with natural ones. We 
need supernatural courage to walk with the Lord every day.

Proverbs tells us to “trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5–6). If we are 
to follow this teaching literally— and since it is God’s Word, we 
are— then all our ways means everything and every day. As we 
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walk courageously in the Spirit, we condition ourselves to walk in 
His ways and in His image as new creatures in Christ.

Spiritual courage affects our will to do His will as He directs 
our paths. Our daily lives call on us to make choices all of the 
time. Our internalized values and commitment to the things of 
the Lord should determine our decisions. As we live and mature 
there is real value in developing chronic obedience that has the 
potential to become joyful but still requires courage.

You need supernatural courage to live in an increasingly chal-
lenging world— not just to survive a near- death experience. To 
face challenges that arise in things like marriage and family, you 
will be required to exercise some of the most Christlike, coura-
geous commitments. It will take costly love and all the fruit and 
power of the Spirit.

As a pastor and counselor, I have seen many couples fail or fall 
short. I have also seen terminally ill families not only survive but 
thrive. It takes guts, commitment, vision and courageous faith to 
expect God’s ways to yield good fruit.

Bringing up children— whether they are spiritual or biological 
children— will either bring out the best or cause the worst in family 
dynamics. There is no easy way to train children in the Lord’s ways, 
and families must resolve bravely not to give in or to take frustra-
tion out on one another. I have learned that my human strength is 
limited compared to what the Lord can do. When spiritual cour-
age is exercised and hopeful expectation starts operating, I have 
a sense of comfort, a feeling of being shielded and the assurance 
that God is in control. Human effort alone cannot achieve this 
kind of outcome.

Spiritual bravery is activated as our will aligns with God’s 
will for His purposes. Sometimes the gifts of the Spirit combine, 
and we are empowered for a specific action. Judges 6:34 says, 
“The Spirit of  the Lord came upon Gideon” (nasb). Another 
translation renders this verse as follows: “The Spirit of the Lord 
clothed Gideon” (esv). Gideon had conquered his own fear of 
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man, defying the wishes of  his family and friends by tearing 
down their idols in the community square. Now he was about 
to sign up for an insanely hopeless endeavor. He was to take 
three hundred men and defeat an army that the Bible described 
as “locusts in abundance, and their camels were without num-
ber, as the sand that is on the seashore” (Judges 7:12 esv). The 
Holy Spirit clothed Gideon with Himself, and Gideon won the 
battle.

God wants to use ordinary you in extraordinary ways. The 
Bible tells us that Christ is in us, and He is the hope of glory 
(see Colossians 1:27). When life comes at you with high drama 
or with a mundane annoyance, the Holy Spirit wants to rise up 
within you. The enemy wants to grind you down, frustrate you, 
disappoint you and make you feel hopeless and depressed. Jesus 
is courageous for you. He is why you can have hope. “The eyes of 
your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what 
is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints” (Ephesians 1:18).

How God Defines Hope

Let’s explore the word hope by God’s definition:

Hope is waiting on the Lord— To wait on the Lord is one of the 
most foundational truths of every believer. “Therefore I will look 
to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will 
hear me” (Micah 7:7).

The Hebrew word used here, yachal, means “to wait, to tarry, 
hope, trust, expect; being patient and to remain in anticipation” 
(Strong’s Concordance). To wait is to expect with hopefulness for 
God’s mercy, His salvation and His rescue. While waiting we are 
not to take matters into our own hands.

Our hope is based on God’s character, His promises, His track 
record in biblical history and our own experiences. “Wait on the 
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Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; 
wait, I say, on the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14).

Hope is redemptive expectation— One group of people who were 
hoping for the appearance of the promised Messiah asked John 
the Baptist if he was the One. They were waiting in expectation 
(see Luke 3:15).

We are learning to keep looking with high hopes until we can 
see what God is going to do. We are learning that God’s promises 
are worthy of our hope of His coming through for us. We believe 
that when the Lord fulfills His promises, the result is often much 
better— even if different— than expected.

Hope is focusing on the prize— The book of First Peter is a letter 
of hope that was directed especially to the dispersed Jews who 
were driven to various regions of the world. His letter speaks to 
our generation, too. “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought 
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13).

Hope is living— Our hope is not ethereal or philosophical, but real 
and alive. “Abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 
1:3, emphasis added).

Hope is faith in the resurrection power— Peter’s sermon at Pen-
tecost (see Acts 2:14–38) includes Psalm 16:8–11. By revelation, 
Peter is saying that this prophetic psalm is not about David, but 
rather Jesus the Messiah who conquered death for all who believe 
in Him. The greatest of all hope is for eternal life. No other religion 
or spiritual belief makes such an offer.

“Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; more-
over my flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not leave my soul 
in Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption” 
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(Acts 2:26–27). The message that Peter preached that day brought 
in a harvest of 3,000 new believers.

Hope never disappoints— God’s Word is clear. It tells us that “we 
have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. . . . Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:2, 5, emphasis added).

Be of good courage and hope expectantly. The Holy Spirit 
within you will bear witness with your spirit of your redemptive 
future. Through each chapter in this book, my intention is to 
express clearly why supernatural courage is essential for everyday 
life in today’s world. I believe and truly hope that the Lord God 
will impart special grace to you along with activation keys and 
tools to open the way to your own spiritual adventures.

MEDITATION: Bible Promises for Courage to Hope

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
He who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 10:23

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation and the knowledge 
of Him [to continually know Him better], the eyes of your under-
standing being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope 
of His calling.

Ephesians 1:17–18

And we know that all things work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28
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For further reading: Hosea 2:14–15; Colossians 1:27; 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:16–18; 1 Corinthians 13:6–8.

PRAYER for Courage to Hope

Father, you are the God of  all hope. I believe the words of 
Jeremiah: “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
says the Lord, thoughts of  peace and not of  evil, to give you 
a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). Empower me beyond 
my natural ability and the boundaries of  familiarity. My 
desire is to be as bold as a lion and to bring You honor. With 
You, nothing shall be impossible. Baptize me with Your bold 
love that never fails. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

ACTIVATION

• Ponder a time when you prayed and hoped for change in 
someone who was close to you.

• Remember a season when there was a release of break-
through and something better than you expected was 
fulfilled.

DECLARATION

Jesus, I place my hope in You and You alone.
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