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I dedicate this book to Sierra Angelini, who has 
demonstrated what it means to stand in faith when 
the gates of hell are trying to prevail against her 
life. I am proud to call her a spiritual daughter and 
cannot wait to see how many captives she sets free 
through her ministry. Stand and keep on standing!
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1

The Sound of Now

I needed a breakthrough. I was walking through a season of 
spiritual warfare, the pain of betrayal inflicted by people I 
would never have imagined were Judases in disguise. It was 
a season like nothing I had ever experienced before and hope 
never to experience again.

I refer to it as a “Job 1 season”—a season in which a trial 
comes, then another, then another, then another in rapid- fire 
succession. Maybe you can relate. My Job 1 season started 
with a freak accident that left me with a debilitating limp for 
months on end. I was not playing soccer or running a mara-
thon when it happened. No, I was reading Christian books 
in my bright orange prayer chair just before I collapsed.

I got up to walk toward the kitchen where my brewing 
coffee was calling my name. I took one step, two steps. . . . 
On the third step, my left foot went numb, and I heard an 
unmistakable snap. I did not twist my ankle, nor did I turn it. 
I was walking on level ground, and it just snapped unexplain-
ably. Immediately, I was in excruciating pain with a high, 
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mid and low ankle sprain that stubbornly refused to heal. At 
key points in the recovery process, just as the pain started to 
subside, I would reinjure it and have to start all over.

Despite the torn ligaments that kept me up at night and 
made it difficult to walk in the day, I pressed on. Two days 
after the injury, I would head out to lead my first- ever inter-
cessor’s retreat in Kansas City. I refused to let those interces-
sors down. Rather, I would demonstrate to them the power 
of persevering prayer and a determined heart. Everything 
seemed to be moving along, until another Job- like episode 
occurred.

While at the retreat, I got word that the back wall of our 
Awakening House of Prayer (AHOP) church building in 
South Florida, where I pastor and lead a prayer movement 
in several nations, had collapsed. It was literally on the six- 
o’clock news on every station in our region, and later in the 
newspapers. I was in disbelief until I saw it online with my 
own two eyes. Still, I could hardly believe it.

That was when someone reminded me that Chuck Pierce, 
an apostle and prophet and president of Glory of Zion In-
ternational Ministries in Texas, had preached at AHOP 
just a few months before the building collapsed and had 
prophesied that the walls and roof would shake and that 
God was going to shake us out of that place. Then he said 
this: “Awakening House of Prayer will be known as the house 
that shook.” He had no idea of the extent of his words at the 
time. But AHOP is in fact now known around the country 
as the house that shook.

Our ministry was displaced for months. The enemy saw 
this as an opportune time to pounce and poured gas on the 
fiery blaze that had come to test me. People started leaving 
the church in droves. A hundred thousand dollars’ worth 
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of equipment that we needed to function in ministry was 
trapped in our church building, which the city threatened to 
condemn. So- called prophets sent me messages proclaiming 
that I was suffering the judgment of God. I started to imagine 
how Job felt when his friends were accusing, er, advising him 
during his difficulties.

As the raging trial got hotter, I chose to take a few days off 
and lock myself away in a hotel room to rest, pray, study and 
reflect. I hoped to receive some overwhelming revelation as 
to the root of the resistance. I wanted to understand what I 
was going through. I needed some aha moments that would 
shine a light on next steps for the ministry. I expected a pro-
phetic dream, vision or encounter. I got none of that. God 
was awkwardly silent, and I grew more discouraged as the 
clock ticked and tocked toward Sunday morning service.

Somewhat frustrated when Sunday rolled around sooner 
than I had hoped, I began the drive back to Awakening House 
of Prayer, which was meeting at that point in a local hotel. 
I had a message prepared for the few people left in our con-
gregation after the shaking. I was encouraging myself in the 
Lord, praying in the Spirit, and navigating interstate traffic 
when God finally spoke.

It was not in a still, small voice. I did not fall into a trance. 
A prophet did not meet me on the way. The revelation did not 
come through a dramatic encounter. I saw a truck with writ-
ing on the side that struck me: The Sound of  Now. Those 
words were glowing with glory in the Spirit like a bright shin-
ing object I could not have ignored even if I had wanted to. 
I am accustomed to the Lord speaking to me through signs 
on billboards or bumper stickers. God can speak in many 
ways, and this mode of communication has been a running 
theme in my life. I have discovered sometimes that He speaks 
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in unusual ways— those times when we might miss His still, 
small voice when vain imaginations come against our minds 
or incessant reasoning overwhelms our emotions.

Clearly, the Lord was sending me a message hidden in a 
mystery.

“What is ‘the sound of now’?” I asked.
Faith is now, the Lord said.

What Is the Sound of Now?

On my way to church that morning, while praying and medi-
tating on the Holy Spirit’s “faith is now” response to my 
inquiry, I developed a clear message that led to massive break-
through in my life and in the life of my church. Over the next 
year, as the Holy Spirit gave me more and more revelation into 
this mystery, I did not share it with others until I sat down to 
pen the pages of this book.

See, the sound of now is the sound of faith— but not just 
any faith. The sound of now is desperate faith that breaks 
the miracle barrier. The sound of now is not something you 
can conveniently conjure up because you need an immediate 
answer. The sound of now comes not from the mind. It is 
not an intellectual exercise or a spiritual formula you can 
mix on demand. The sound of now comes from the desper-
ate heart that believes God hears and answers prayer— and 
you will see in the pages ahead that it manifests in many 
ways.

Within all the important talk among significant Bible 
teachers about the good fight of faith, persistent faith, en-
during faith and the like, the sound of now enters as a unique 
expression of desperate faith. One definition of desperate 
is “having lost hope,” according to Merriam- Webster,1 and 
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this desperation—which sits right on the edge of hopeless-
ness— is part and parcel of the sound of now. This desperate 
faith—which releases the sound of now— arises only when 
we have lost hope in our own ability to see the prayer answer 
we need.

This sound manifests when we come to the end of our-
selves and all our striving. It is a sound that emanates from 
our souls when we realize no amount of work, no amount of 
money— nothing but God’s answer to our prayer can bring 
the breakthrough. It is a sound that echoes in the spirit when 
we finally grasp the reality that only the Breaker Himself can 
step into our circumstances and bend them toward His will.

Desperate faith, then, is not hopeless faith, because faith is 
the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things 
not seen (see Hebrews 11:1). Desperate faith is faith placed 
in the right Person— in the Everlasting God. But desperate 
faith often expresses itself with desperate measures. Indeed, 
Merriam- Webster also defines desperate as “involving or em-
ploying extreme measures in an attempt to escape defeat or 
frustration.”

What sound do you make when you are frustrated? Do 
you release desperate faith— the sound of now— or do you 
release the sound of anger at God because your hope is de-
ferred and your heart is sick? What sound do you make when 
you feel defeated? Do you release desperate faith, or do you 
gripe about your experience? The sound of now defies our 
feelings as we release cries in response to what God has said 
instead of what the enemy is saying. This holy desperation 
comes from a heart that walks by faith and not by sight— and 
releases a sound that demands heaven’s attention.

Desperate faith— the type of faith undaunted by obsta-
cles, opposition and odds— is the very fabric of the sound 
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of now. Desperate faith does not give up in the face of the 
challenge to hold on to a promise, but is supercharged with 
even more determination to see God’s will come to pass. 
Desperate faith is persistent faith, then, but it does not fol-
low that all persistent faith is desperate faith. Desperate faith 
has nothing left to lose except the promise— and refuses to 
lose at any cost.

The sound of now stems from faith that puts a demand 
on the Yes- and- Amen promises of God to manifest miracles. 
It comes from faith that understands God is not a man that 
He should lie, nor the son of man that He should repent 
(see Numbers 23:19). It comes from faith that understands 
God does not forsake the righteous, and He is a very present 
help in time of need (see Psalm 46:1). It comes from faith 
that knows God is no respecter of persons— what He does 
for one He will do for another (see Romans 2:11). As David 
said, “I was desperate for you to help me in my struggles, 
and you did!” (Psalm 120:1 tpt).

Desperate faith comes from a broken and contrite heart, 
and God looks upon such hearts (see Psalm 51:17). We cannot 
decide on a whim to release desperate faith, but we should 
be encouraged that when we understand how desperate we 
really are, we are getting close to releasing the sound of now 
that causes Jesus to stop dead in His tracks, look our way 
and ask us what we want.

The Enemy’s Noise

Of the many weapons the enemy uses to diffuse the sound of 
now in our hearts and minds, noise in its many forms tops 
the list. The enemy loves to stir us to distraction with the 
clamoring noises around us. When we are desperately seeking 
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instructions for breakthrough, noise steers our souls away 
from hearing God’s voice. Technically, noise is a sound, but in 
the enemy’s hands it is an undesired sound. It is an interfering 
sound. It is a disturbing sound. Noise can be a meaningless 
sound, but it almost always demands our attention.

The first and most obvious form is physical noise. I am 
easily distracted by noise. I like silence. When I write in my 
home office, I have to contend with any number of sounds 
outside my condo— from neighbors playing music too loudly 
to screaming sirens on the street below to hungry babies 
crying in the hallway.

What do I do? I fight back. I put industrial strength plugs 
in my ears and play rain sounds on my computer so I can 
drown out the background noise. When I do, I am far more 
focused and productive—I reach far more goals in a day— by 
taking measures to cut out noises that hinder my progress.

Another noise the enemy uses to distract us is the noise 
of the past. This is a devastating counter to desperate faith. 
The noise of the past is like a broken record, replaying in our 
minds all the times we failed, all the prayers and petitions 
God never seemed to answer, all the problems we have yet 
to overcome. The noise of the past can hinder our present 
and future breakthroughs.

Our heavenly Father understands how past disappoint-
ments can spark the wrong type of desperation in our hearts. 
This is why He tells us directly, “Do not remember the former 
things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new 
thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will 
even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert” 
(Isaiah 43:18–19). Like Israel, when we are in a desperate 
situation the enemy attacks our faith by confronting us with 
our past. But God wants to make a way.
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Another noise, the noise of vain imaginations and its close 
relative, lies, can cause us to enter into the wrong kind of 
desperation—a hopelessness that waters down our faith. 
Vain imaginations and lies come from the pit of hell. They 
might sound like doubt, unbelief, fear, guilt, shame or con-
demnation. This kind of noise can convince you that God is 
mad at you, or that you have done something too bad to be 
worthy of a prayer answer. The noise of vain imaginations 
and lies wants to silence your faith. It is one of the enemy’s 
chief weapons against your mind.

Thank God, He has given us instruction in His Word to 
combat this noise: “Casting down imaginations and every 
high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
[bring] every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5 mev).

The Amplified Bible, Classic Edition, of this Scripture 
tells us:

[Inasmuch as we] refute arguments and theories and reason-
ings and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against 
the [true] knowledge of God; . . . we lead every thought and 
purpose away captive into the obedience of Christ (the Mes-
siah, the Anointed One).

The Greek words here are worth in- depth study. The phrase 
that directs us to cast down the noise of lies and vain imagina-
tions comes from the word kathaireó, which has a connotation 
of violence. Lexicons describe this action as yanking down 
forcefully, destroying, leaving nothing standing or in good 
working order.

When noisy lies and imaginations come against your mind, 
you must evict them with the full force of your will. You must 
purpose in your heart not to allow any demonic thought 
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to stand in your mind. The Bible says to cast down every 
imagination, not some imaginations. You are not to allow 
any enemy- induced thought to overwhelm the sound of now.

When Not to Stay Silent

Silence is golden at times, such as when we seek relief from 
bothersome noise in the world around us, but silence does 
not produce the sound of now. Silence, by its very definition, 
is the absence of sound. Although there are times to “be still 
and know that God is God” according to Psalm 46:10, you 
cannot cast down imaginations in your mind and counter 
the other noises of the enemy without releasing a sound. The 
enemy would rather you stay silent than release the sound of 
now. He would rather you perish without the promises than 
get desperate, defy his noise and release your “now” faith.

Mordecai, a devout Jewish man who adopted his orphaned 
cousin, Hadassah, and raised her as his own daughter, under-
stood this. When Mordecai got wind of Haman’s plans to 
extinguish the Jewish people, “he cried out with a loud and 
bitter cry” (Esther 4:1). As the news spread, the Jews in the 
city also started releasing various sounds, including the sound 
of mourning, weeping and wailing (see Esther 4:3). By that 
time Hadassah’s name had been changed to Esther, and she 
was the wife of King Ahasuerus. She heard about the plot and 
tried to ease Mordecai’s fears, but he would not be comforted.

By way of messenger, Mordecai warned Esther again of the 
wicked plot, hoping she would approach the king even though 
there was a law that anyone who entered the king’s inner court 
without an invitation could be put to death (see Esther 4:11).

Esther did not remain silent. With desperation in her heart 
to avoid genocide, she approached the king, found favor in 
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his sight and released her petition. Long story short, Haman, 
who had orchestrated the plot against the Jews, was hanged 
on the gallows he had built for Mordecai. King Ahasuerus 
issued a decree that the Jews could defend themselves, and 
they destroyed their tormentors.

There are times when God will tell you to remain silent. 
But the sound of now demands a desperate cry and, some-
times, desperate action. Remember that faith without works 
is dead.

What This Sound Did in My Life

As you will recall, I was walking through a Job 1 season when 
the Lord revealed to me this biblical mystery that unlocks 
breakthrough. My ankle was severely injured; my church 
building had collapsed; the enemy was influencing people 
to “wax vicious” like Judas in my life; and more.

I did not release the sound of now when ligaments in my 
ankle tore; I released the sound of pain. I did not release the 
sound of now when my church building collapsed; I released 
the sound of shock. I did not release the sound of now when 
I was betrayed; I released the sound of anger. We release all 
kinds of sounds until we get desperate enough to release the 
sound of now.

This quote is from a sermon delivered by William Bran-
ham, the late healing evangelist from the Voice of Healing 
movement (renamed Christ for the Nations), and sums up 
the conditions that are often necessary to drive us to the kind 
of faith that releases the sound of now:

Usually it takes a state of emergency to throw us into des-
peration. See? It’s too bad it has to do that. But human beings 
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are so slothful in their mind, that it takes an emergency. 
Something arises, and when they do, then it— it throws them 
into that desperation. And really, in doing that, in despera-
tion it brings out that real thing that you are. It shows what 
you’re made out of in the time of desperation. It usually 
pulls out all the good . . . that’s in you.2

In the throes of a Job 1 season, I grew desperate enough 
to release the sound of now. When I did, I saw three 24-hour 
breakthroughs in my life, which I will share later in this 
book. And I was not the only one. When I preached this 
impromptu Spirit- inspired message to my congregation that 
Sunday morning, and they understood their utter depen-
dence on the God of hope, many of them released the sound 
of now and also saw “suddenlies”— those startling moments 
when answers to prayer finally break through— and their 
own 24-hour breakthroughs. Satan’s noise demands your 
attention, but if you learn to reject that noise and release 
the sound of now, you will get God’s attention every time, 
and break through the barrier to your miracle.

I am in no way saying that those who have not been healed 
or have not broken out of poverty or have not had a prodigal 
come home— or some other heart- wrenching situation— do 
not have the right kind of faith to see God move. I will not 
pretend to know why my grandmother died of cancer after 
my desperate intercession filled her room with such a strong 
presence that we were all convinced she was healed. I do not 
completely understand why God sometimes moves immedi-
ately and sometimes makes us walk through the fire— other 
than the truth that He is conforming us into the image of 
Christ. But I do know that God is God and that He is good. 
And I keep fighting the good fight of faith, releasing this 
sound of now that breaks the miracle barrier.
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In the pages of this book you will come to better under-
stand the sound of now and what it can accomplish in your 
life— not so you can force God’s hand with feigned despera-
tion, but so you can understand the dynamics of this precept 
and break the miracle barrier. The concept of the sound of 
now is not defined explicitly in the pages of Scripture for all 
to read and understand. Rather, it is veiled in the prayer lives 
of desperate people who are willing to release desperate cries 
and take desperate measures to see enemies defeated, loved 
ones saved, the lost delivered— to see every desire God has 
put on their hearts being made manifest.
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