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9

FOREWORD

The Bible is God’s written Word. I call it Jesus in Print. But 
being committed to His written Word doesn’t replace my 
responsibility to hear His voice. Nor can my responsibility to 
hear His voice ever take the place of my devotion to read and 
study the Scriptures. They are so intertwined that we must 
have both to succeed. His Word enables us to hear His voice.

The Word of God is the most powerful thing in the uni-
verse. He spoke the universe into being. He separated day 
from night with a word. He speaks and our reality gets re-
defined. What is impossible in one moment becomes pos-
sible in the next, simply because He declares it so. He is the 
Word. In Luke 4:4, Jesus quotes this verse out of the Old 
Testament: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God” (nkjv). We are alive because He speaks. Our 
life in Christ is an evidence of His voice. He has woven into 
our physical and spiritual design the ability to sense Him, 
to commune with Him and to hear His voice.

The challenge for our walk of faith is not our inability to 
hear God’s voice but our willingness to listen to other voices 
and entertain ideas that contradict God’s promises to us. 
Giving audience to other thoughts and ideas empowers those 
seeds to strangle the Word of God. The Word of God has 
been planted in us. But we have influence over the outcome. 
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Foreword

The sobering reality is Jesus’ warning that our traditions 
make the Word of God powerless.

We manage the soil of our own hearts, stewarding and 
protecting our connection to His voice—that which gives us 
life. James Levesque has written significantly on this topic in 
his new book, 10 Prophetic Values for Today. These chapters 
promote a value for the prophetic and guide us to manage 
our hearts to become a welcome resting place for His voice, 
which is a manifestation of His presence.

Hebrews 5:14 talks about “those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” When 
people in the banking system are trained to identify counterfeit 
money, they don’t study counterfeit bills. They only study real 
currency. They become so exposed to the texture, the design of 
both the front and back of the bill, the character of the font 
and the weight of the paper that a counterfeit always stands 
out. We are called to become so intimately immersed in the per-
sonhood of God—becoming more and more like Jesus—that 
we can easily distinguish His voice, His heart and His goodness 
from anything else. It’s an immersion in His presence.

With so many voices swirling around us in this moment 
in time, this book is vital to the process of every believer as 
we grow in our discernment of what is true. James writes 
beautifully about integrity, generosity, community and keep-
ing Jesus as our priority. In these pages, you are receiving 
not only sound teaching, but also a father’s guidance into 
developing the kind of inner world that will steward well the 
voice and presence of God. We have been given the greatest 
gift in the history of humanity—the Holy Spirit resting in 
and upon us. We must learn to host Him well for our sake 
and for the sake of the world.

Bill Johnson, Bethel Church, Redding, California; author, 
Open Heavens and Born for Significance
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1

A HEARING HEART
The Importance of Hearing God’s Voice

What a day we live in. There is no doubt that the past few 
years, even the past decade, have brought us to this place. Are 
we living in the end times? No doubt. Are we being shaken 
and prepared for another Great Awakening? Also no doubt. 
We are living in a “great and dreadful day” (Malachi 4:5). 
For some of us, there is incredible breakthrough, healing and 
provision. For others? Lots of confusion and trials. I believe 
this book is crucial for you as you enter the days ahead. God 
has visited me and has clearly confirmed what His Word says 
about the end times. It’s good. We win! However, what we 
do now will determine where we go. I believe this final hour 
will be the greatest hour you and I have ever known in God. 
Families will be restored, healed and saved. Regions will be 
transformed. Nations will experience the glory of God like 
never before. Yet this will all come at a cost.
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In the past few years, we have seen so much shaking, so 
many trials and unforeseen persecution. We have seen the 
prophetic ministry begin to collapse and then appear to be on 
life support. On many levels, hearing God has been replaced 
by attention- seeking prophets who built online kingdoms, 
only to see them fall. False prophecies mounted and left 
many people discouraged and even feeling defeated.

In December 2020, as I was praying, I saw a vision of the 
earth. It was dark. Then I heard a voice out of heaven speak. 
It wasn’t a word, but a sound that looked almost like gold 
smoke. Immediately, it covered the earth. Then God spoke so 
clearly to me and said, I will restore My voice on the earth.

Of course, I knew His voice had never left, but I also knew 
that what He said had to do with true prophetic ministry 
becoming pure again, and God’s people hearing Him clearly 
for themselves. Then the Lord said, If  you keep My voice 
close, I will protect you and give you discernment through 
every season of  life.

I grabbed a notepad and began to write 10 prophetic val-
ues that, as a pastor, I have observed are missing in people’s 
lives. In my life, I knew that the key to hearing God’s voice 
was not some angelic visitation, or a high- intensity heavenly 
encounter, but rather a coming back to the foundations of 
faith— to the message of the Gospel that works. That is what 
will help us restore our hearing, especially when we combine 
it with the 10 prophetic values that we will talk about in these 
pages. We will cover one of these prophetic values in each 
of the next ten chapters, but let me list them for you here:

 1. The value of integrity
 2. The value of priority
 3. The value of perseverance
 4. The value of emotional health
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 5. The value of relationships
 6. The value of loving the written Word of God
 7. The value of endless hope
 8. The value of knowing what we’ve been given
 9. The value of our speech
 10. The value of generosity

When we put these 10 values into practice, they will help 
us listen to and glorify God’s voice the way we must in this 
day we live in.

Everything Begins with a Word

As we read the Bible, we realize it starts with a word. Literally.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light 
from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the dark-
ness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was 
morning— the first day.

Genesis 1:1–5

Think about that. This earth was framed and formed by 
God’s voice. He spoke; it was. There is a creative power that 
has been given to us through His voice. When you think 
of miracles, signs and wonders, it is creation. We speak; it 
is! That same creative power is in us and is available to us 
through the hearing of God’s voice.

_Levesque_10PropheticValues_NS_bb.indd   15_Levesque_10PropheticValues_NS_bb.indd   15 7/25/22   3:42 PM7/25/22   3:42 PM

10 Prophetic Values for Today • James Levesque 
Chosen, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2022 used by permission



10 Prophetic Values for Today

16

The Bible puts it this way:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

John 1:1–5

The Word is God! The Word was there when He spoke. 
We use that Word as a compass in our lives. This world was 
created with God’s voice, and it is sustained through “the 
Word,” Jesus. As we lean into His voice, we will be directed 
to walk in power and victory, and we will create . . . again! 
We will see heaven on earth.

Tighten the Load

One of the words God has been speaking to me lately, and 
to our church, is to “tighten the load.”

Truckers travel far and wide to bring goods and services to 
many towns and cities. On the major highways of America, 
you will see truck stops or exits just for truckers to rest and 
sleep. It is very common, if they are traveling far with goods, 
for them to pull over and tighten the load. After a long jour-
ney, they want to ensure that what they are transporting is 
secure and safe. I believe this is a moment in time for us as 
believers to “tighten the load.” We must come back to the 
truths that have shaped this world for God.

The road map to hearing, restoring and glorifying God’s 
voice begins with a desire to hear. A deep longing to know 
Him and His Word. The Bible’s book of Romans says, “So 
then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
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God” (Romans 10:17 nkjv). Faith comes by hearing! Hear-
ing brings faith. Hearing . . . by the Word of God! Listening 
to God’s voice, through His Word, will bring faith. We will 
continually walk in victory and power if we listen. Faith is an-
chored in the unseen realm and is conceived through hearing.

In 1 Corinthians, the apostle Paul wrote about the gifts of 
the Spirit. He laid out each gift and described its function 
and operations (see 1 Corinthians 12). Thank God he did 
that; we now understand the operations of the gifts of the 
Spirit because of it. And then, after laying out all the gifts, 
Paul immediately tells us, “It is good that you are enthusiastic 
and passionate about spiritual gifts, especially prophecy” 
(1 Corinthians 14:1 tpt).

Why did Paul add that? Were the descriptions not enough? 
Apparently not. And it makes sense. Knowing about the gifts 
is not enough. Hearing about their existence is not enough. 
We must pursue them! What we hunger and thirst for, we 
will experience.

Why Prophecy?

Out of all the gifts that Paul mentions, why is the gift of 
prophecy “especially” mentioned? I have often wondered 
that myself. Quite simply, prophecy is what? Hearing God. 
There are many situations in which we will need to hear 
God’s voice, and many different people who will be blessed 
by it. But at the core of it, prophecy is hearing God Himself. 
Paul explains that we must desire all the gifts, but we espe-
cially need to desire to hear God. That is the realm of faith. 
That is the gift by which every gift flows. Through relation-
ship, we hear our Father and walk in His ways.

One thing I’ve realized these past few years is that God’s 
voice is our anchor. When people are confused, we have His 
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voice. When people are wondering what’s next, His voice 
calms us and directs us. I don’t have confidence in much, but 
I know the voice of the Lord will guide us like the cloud in 
the wilderness (see Exodus 13:21–22).

Hearing God’s voice will always require spending time 
in His Word, praying and being with Him. Living in God’s 
presence and valuing His voice will lead to a transforma-
tion of our lives. I know when God is speaking. I have spent 
years learning to hear Him. I also know when to tell people 
what He is saying or not saying. When you hear God’s voice, 
He may speak some specific things to you, but not all those 
things are necessarily to be shared. Some may just be for 
you to pray about.

Romans 12:6 challenges us to prophesy according to our 
faith. It is easy to get caught up in the end- of- the- world, 
doomsday prophecies. I will tell you to run from that. If we 
declare only judgment and destruction, we have not spent 
that much time with Jesus or His Word. And for some, “ac-
cording to their faith” isn’t that great a faith.

We win. Therefore, we must act as though we win. De-
struction and evil only continue when the Church remains 
silent. If we do nothing, things will continue this way. We are 
the light of the world and the salt of the earth. It’s time we 
start being the seasoning in this earth that God has required 
us to be.

What Are You Asking For?

I have always been amazed by the encounter Solomon had 
with God in 1 Kings 3:1–15:

Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of  Egypt 
and married his daughter. He brought her to the City of 
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David until he finished building his palace and the temple 
of the Lord, and the wall around Jerusalem. The people, 
however, were still sacrificing at the high places, because a 
temple had not yet been built for the Name of the Lord. 
Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking accord-
ing to the instructions given him by his father David, except 
that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high  
places.

The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was 
the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thou-
sand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord ap-
peared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God 
said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”

Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to 
your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to 
you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued 
this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on 
his throne this very day.

“Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king 
in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and 
do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is 
here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too 
numerous to count or number. So give your servant a discern-
ing heart to govern your people and to distinguish between 
right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people 
of yours?”

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 
So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not 
for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the 
death of your enemies but for discernment in administering 
justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise 
and discerning heart, so that there will never have been any-
one like you, nor will there ever be. Moreover, I will give you 
what you have not asked for— both wealth and honor— so 
that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 
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And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees 
and commands as David your father did, I will give you a 
long life.” Then Solomon awoke— and he realized it had 
been a dream.

He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the 
Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship 
offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court.

Solomon could have asked for anything. God was will-
ing to grant him whatever he wanted. In the midst of this 
encounter, however, he asked for a “discerning heart,” which 
is also translated as a “hearing heart.”1 Solomon asked for 
a heart to hear. He wanted above all else to hear clearly and 
discern properly. I love the Lord’s response to Solomon. 
Because Solomon didn’t ask for selfish things, God said 
He would give him wisdom. Wisdom comes from hearing  
God.

I was with a very well- known older prophet years ago. He 
looked at me and said, “You know what will be the greatest 
gift in the final hour?”

I was taken aback and replied, “No, I don’t . . . miracles?”
“No,” he said. “Long after I’m gone, remember this con-

versation. The greatest gift will be the gift of discernment.”
I was shocked. I was fairly young, and I struggled to under-

stand that concept. Surely wisdom is important, I thought, 
and I know about the teachings of  discernment in the Bible, 
but discernment? Really?

I just couldn’t see it at the time. I was convinced that the 
greatest gift had to be miracles or even faith. I believed this 
wise prophet, but it would be many years until I understood 
more fully what he had told me.

Today, I am floored at the lack of discernment in the Body 
of Christ. People who have walked with God for years as gen-
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erals are finding themselves confused and are declaring things 
that are not even biblical. Presidents, seasons, COVID-19— 
dealing with all these things requires proper discernment, 
and so many people are struggling to make sense of what 
God is saying. When we long to hear His voice and, like Solo-
mon, ask for “a hearing heart” to discern, there will be no 
confusion. When we long to hear His voice, there will be 
clarity and complete victory.

What Are You Declaring?

Ask, seek and knock. One thing we will talk about ahead 
is the power of God’s Word. If prophecy is speaking God’s 
future words, then we have to understand that what we de-
clare, we will walk in. I believe that so many people are 
trapped and entangled not because of the devil, but because 
of their words. The Bible tells us in the book of Proverbs, 
“Your words are so powerful that they will kill or give life, 
and the talkative person will reap the consequences” (Prov-
erbs 18:21 tpt).

Our words— what we say, what we declare— such power 
is in our words! Declaration is not only life but also death. 
(We will look at the power of words more closely in chap-
ter 10, where we talk about our speech being one of the ten 
important prophetic values I mentioned at the start.) I have 
been pastoring a long time, and I know many people who 
are trapped by their own words— not the devil’s. When you 
say, “I am broke,” you will be. When you say, “All men are 
dogs,” they will be. When you say, “No one understands 
me,” we won’t.

It is not some hocus- pocus, magic garbage. We frame our 
world by our words. God does the same. What we say mat-
ters. What we are declaring matters. Every day when I take 
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my kids to school, I have them say a declaration. Every single 
day, they say,

I am a leader, not a follower,
I am the head and not the tail,
I am above and not beneath,
I am a lender, not the borrower,
I am blessed and highly favored,
And I’m going to change this world!

My two- year- old now declares this daily. And every day, 
as we declare this over our lives, my kids begin to believe it. 
They start to walk in the confidence and power of being a 
child of God. The world out there all day long will tell you 
the opposite about yourself. The online world is filled with 
images and words that want to trap you in comparison and 
jealousy.

I pray today that you will resolve to speak only life. I pray 
today that you get a revelation of who you are as God’s child, 
and a revelation of the authority you have been given. As we 
begin to declare God’s Word, we will realize what we have 
been given and walk in that!

We Must Hear His Voice

Do you long to hear God’s voice on a daily basis? Do you 
need wisdom in this hour more than ever before? Chances are 
that you answered yes to both questions. Just as we learned 
from Solomon, hearing and wisdom are intertwined. If you 
want to walk in wisdom and revelation, you have to hear 
God’s voice for daily direction. Just like Solomon, we must 
ask for a hearing heart.
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A few years ago, my family and I traveled to France, a 
beautiful place we have visited and ministered in before. This 
time, our ultimate purpose was to take a cruise. This was our 
tenth wedding anniversary, and Debbie and I were planning 
on cruising around Spain and Africa for our celebration. We 
could hardly wait!

Our kids and some of our extended family were with 
us, and it was going to be an awesome time. We landed in 
Paris, and planned to fly from Paris to Nice, in the south of 
France. We would be in France for only a day, because we 
shortly had to get to Spain, from where the cruise would 
depart. We hadn’t been to Nice before, and as a gift, my 
mother- in- law had a private driver and tour guide ready to 
pick us up. We would take a mini sight- seeing tour on a pri-
vate boat, and much more. Our reservations were already in  
place.

As we all waited in the terminal to board the plane for 
Nice, I could hear the anticipation and excitement in my fam-
ily members’ voices as they conversed about the day ahead. 
All of a sudden, the room became silent to me. I heard the 
Lord clearly say to me, Don’t get on that plane!

I was shocked. Then I heard it again: Don’t get on that 
plane!

What was I supposed to do? I didn’t really understand why 
I was hearing His voice. As my stomach began to feel sick, 
I realized that I needed to say something. But our bags were 
on the plane, we had boarding passes in hand, and to make 
it a more difficult experience, I heard the attendant say over 
the loudspeaker, “Now boarding group one.”

I quickly ran up to the desk. “Excuse me,” I said, “we 
aren’t going on that flight.”

The airline employee told me, “That’s not possible; it’s 
too late to change flights.”
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After I made it very clear that we weren’t flying and that 
she needed to get our bags off the plane, she relented and 
called a supervisor. Thankfully, I have a wife who knows how 
to listen and yield to the voice of God. Without hesitation, 
Debbie told the supervisor, “Well, we aren’t getting on the 
flight!”

I apologized to our family. I didn’t have an explanation, 
other than that I knew we weren’t supposed to get on that 
flight. After literally hours at the airport, waiting for bags 
and trying to figure out what we would do next, we decided 
to go to a nearby hotel and wait for a flight that would be 
leaving for Spain a few days later. I still did not know why 
the Lord had told us not to go to Nice, yet I was walking in 
the peace of being obedient.

Later that night, as we were getting ready for bed, a news 
alert came up on my phone. It was about Air France. I was 
stunned, and immediately I turned on the TV at the hotel. 
The news said a company- wide strike was happening with 
the airline. Never had such a thing happened on that level 
before in France, so no one had expected this. The airline 
announced that there would be no other Air France flights 
in the foreseeable future.

As I watched the screen, it hit me— we would not have 
been able to come back for our cruise. If we had gotten on 
that flight, we would have missed our anniversary trip, which 
would have been devastating. (Our upcoming flight to Spain 
was on a different airline.)

I was relieved and thankful. Imagine God caring so much 
about our lives that He would speak to me so strongly, just 
so we would make our flight to Spain for the cruise! I was so 
moved by this. Not for my sake; I just couldn’t help but think 
about the possibilities when we hear God’s voice clearly. 
Later that night, as I was lying in bed about to go to sleep, 
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I heard the Lord again. He said, We are entering the days 
when every move must be with My Word.

I am telling you today, we have to have a desire to hear 
God. Not for silly things like a vacation, but for our real 
navigation of the end times. Every week, someone says to me, 
“We’re living in ever- changing times.” Although that may be 
true for you, there is one thing that does not change. Our 
Bible says, “Jesus, the Anointed One, is always the same— 
yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8 tpt). Wherever 
we are going, His voice must be our guide. His Word must be 
our lamp. I believe that if we will desire His voice and lean 
into Him in this hour, there will be no confusion. Will you 
commit yourself to desiring His Word? Will you resolve to 
declare life? His voice is what matters. That’s it. His words, 
His Word.

The past few years have felt like the old Left Behind mov-
ies. Countless decisions to make, and countless opportuni-
ties for distraction. God’s voice is the only thing that has 
sustained me. I would say that 2020 was one of the most ex-
traordinary years in our world history. Economic collapses, a 
worldwide pandemic, the world being shut down. Even as I 
write this later, most people I know are still recovering from 
an event that happened a couple of years ago!

Yet 2020 was one of the greatest years we have ever had, 
both personally and as a church. We declared it from the 
beginning. We expanded into Florida in December 2020. We 
purchased a church building in Madeira Beach during a time 
when many churches were closing or were shut down. All 
because we believed. We believed God’s words, we declared 
them, we stood on them. He hasn’t changed, and neither 
have His words.
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Prophetic Declaration and Prayer

I prophesy this to you today: If you begin to desire the Lord’s 
voice and come back to the values I will list in these pages, 
your life will be transformed beyond anything you would 
ever imagine. On every level, in every way.

God is waiting for all of us to honor and value His voice 
again.

Speak, Lord, for Your servants are listening.
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Powerful Points about Prophetic Values

• God spoke so clearly to me and said, I will restore My voice 
on the earth. Of course, God’s voice has never left, but 
what He said had to do with true prophetic ministry be-
coming pure again, and God’s people hearing Him clearly 
for themselves.

• The Lord also said, If you keep My voice close, I will protect 
you and give you discernment through every season of life.

• The key to hearing God’s voice is in coming back to the 
foundations of faith— to the message of the Gospel that 
works. That is what will help us restore our hearing, espe-
cially when we combine it with the 10 prophetic values in 
this book.

• When we put the 10 prophetic values I will talk about into 
practice, they will help us listen to and glorify God’s voice. 
Here they are in a list: the value of integrity, the value of 
priority, the value of perseverance, the value of emotional 
health, the value of relationships, the value of loving the 
written Word of God, the value of endless hope, the 
value of knowing what we’ve been given, the value of our 
speech, and the value of our generosity.

• Everything begins with a word. This earth was framed and 
formed by God’s voice. He spoke; it was. Miracles, signs 
and wonders work the same way. We speak; it is! That 
same creative power is in us and is available to us through 
the hearing of His voice.

• This is a moment in time for us as believers to “tighten the 
load,” as truckers do over a long haul of goods. We must 
come back to the truths that have shaped this world for 
God, especially the truths about gifts of the Spirit such as 
prophecy.
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• At the core of it, prophecy is hearing God Himself. The 
apostle Paul explained that we must desire all the gifts, but 
that we especially need to desire hearing God.

• One thing I’ve realized is that God’s voice is our anchor. 
When people are confused, we have His voice. When 
people are wondering what’s next, His voice calms us and 
directs us.

• Dealing with life requires proper discernment. When we 
long to hear God’s voice and, like Solomon, we ask for “a 
hearing heart” to discern, there will be no confusion. In-
stead, there will be clarity and complete victory.

• We frame our world by our words. God does the same. 
What we say matters. What we are declaring matters. We 
need to resolve to speak only life.

• As the Lord also spoke to me, We are entering the days 
when every move must be with My Word.

• “Jesus, the Anointed One, is always the same— yesterday, 
today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8 tpt). Where we are 
going, His voice must be our guide. His Word must be our 
lamp. His voice is what matters. That’s it. His words, His 
Word.
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