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For Ian, Jameson, Camron, Macallan and Seth.

Follow Jesus. Be Brave.  
Do damage to the kingdom of darkness.  
Remember that you are salt and light,  

and you are bringers of the powerful Kingdom of God. 
Grandma loves you so, so much.
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Foreword

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets 
in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has 
spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom He also made the world.

Hebrews 1:1–2 nasb

TThe writer of Hebrews informs us that God has spoken 
in His Son. You and I perhaps are bilingual. We may 
speak English and another language. God only speaks 

one language. He speaks “Son.” It is the very testimony of Jesus 
that is the spirit of prophecy. Jesus is the main event. The full-
ness of times is experienced in Him, in His very being. He is 
God’s eternal and ultimate Word.

As C. E. W. Green has said, “Nothing happens to God. God hap-
pens to everything.” When the incarnation occurred, time itself 
underwent change. Mary’s boy, conceived of the Holy Spirit in 
her womb, was the divine Person assuming human flesh. Saint 
Athanasius, in On the Incarnation of the Word, makes it clear: 
“He became what we are that we might become what he is.”
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Foreword

This is not an easy pill to swallow for us in our broken and 
fragmented state. We resist the cross- shaped life, the very life 
that Christ brings. Yet this is the testimony of Jesus. If it isn’t 
cross- shaped (if it isn’t cruciform), it isn’t the spirit of proph-
ecy. The Spirit only testifies of Christ in His cross- shaped re-
alities. Jesus calls us all to follow Him, in like manner, on the 
journey to becoming fully and truly human.

The cross and the cross- shaped life are a scandalous thing. It 
is reverse violence. It is the difficult journey of birthing some-
thing new through the pain of travail. Pain and suffering are 
two of the many companions that lead us into deeper intimacy 
and communion with God in His triune life.

It is at the cross where Jesus perfectly reveals who the Fa-
ther is in His love toward us. Hence, the Kingdom suffers vio-
lence, and the violent embrace that cross, and through the birth 
pangs of sorrow and travail, the expression of the government 
of God is brought into every sphere of life.

This story is well rehearsed and well told over the course of 
two millennia. The key is for you and I to live in this story and 
see ourselves precisely as those who are easily scandalized by 
the cross- shaped life. How then do we now live?

The book you hold in your hand is one pathway there. 
Kim Maas has taken time to talk to us about the way of the 
Kingdom. While the pathway involves signs and wonders that 
confirm its declaration, it does not come without pain and suf-
fering. That is something that is not popular in a postmodern 
era where the truth is up for grabs and there are seemingly 
no absolutes. In these pages, Kim offers to accompany you on 
a journey that grounds us each step of the way in how to take 
the next, easiest step in following Jesus through our broken-
ness to His wholeness, from our fragmentation to a place of  
integrity.

Her writing is clear and easily accessible. When I was learn-
ing how to preach, practicing on various congregations, the 
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mothers of the churches would shout back at me, “Make it 
plain.” Kim makes it plain.

Kim is going to take you into the very heart of your existence 
in Christ, and the cross- shaped journey that is all too easy to 
avoid in a day when selfish pleasure, ambition, and what’s- in- 
it- for- me have clouded our vision and hindered our testimony. 
Take your time, listen deeply, and have ears to hear.

Thanks, Kim, for your voice!
Bishop Mark J. Chironna, senior pastor, Church on the Living 

Edge; founder, Mark Chironna Ministries
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Prologue

TThe first six chapters of this book include a prophetic 
interpretation and biblical exegesis of a passage of 
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible found in Matthew 

11, with a focus on verse 12. I have written out the passage in 
its entirety—verses 1 to 15—for ease of reference.

When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he 
went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, 
he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus an-
swered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is 
not offended by me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds con-
cerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? 
A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 
A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of 

_Maas_WayKingdom_KD_bb.indd   15_Maas_WayKingdom_KD_bb.indd   15 4/30/21   11:33 AM4/30/21   11:33 AM

The Way of the Kingdom • Kim M. Maas 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2021 used by permission



16

Prologue

whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly, I say to you, 
among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and 
the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is 
Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like chil-
dren sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a 
dirge, and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and 
a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom 
is justified by her deeds.”

Let’s pray. Father, Your Word never returns void, it never 
falls short of Your intentions, it never misses its mark and 
it never fades in potency or immediacy. Holy Spirit, come 
breathe afresh on Your Word and on all who read it. May it 
penetrate heart, soul, mind and body and produce its rich 
reward—truth that sets people free. Give us ears to hear 
what the Spirit is saying so that we do not miss the time of 
our visitation. Give us Your eternal Word for our present 
need and for eternity. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Introduction

Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their kinsmen 
under their command.

1 Chronicles 12:32, emphasis added

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a 
great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you 
have done the will of God you may receive what is promised.

Hebrews 10:35–36, emphasis added

IIn February 2017, I had a prophetic dream. In this dream, 
I was attending a World Heavyweight Championship box-
ing match. The two fighters were standing near me about 

to get into the ring. One walked right past me. The other was a 
man I recognized. He had been a well- known prizefighter who 
could not presently be in his prime. In my dream, however, he 
was strong, fit and muscular. I asked him how he had made 
his comeback.
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Introduction

He said, “Through diligence, training and a very strict rou-
tine.” His body looked young and virile. You could see age in 
his face, but he was not tired.

As the fight started, my perspective became as if I were part 
of the media and I was watching the fight through a camera. 
The camera I was viewing through panned across the ring and 
the crowd. As it passed over the crowd, I caught a glimpse of 
a woman who was standing ringside dressed as a geisha. She 
was holding a gun straight out in front of her. The camera had 
passed by her, and then went back suddenly and focused on 
her.

I heard a voice say, “A gun! She has a gun!” Just then, the 
gun went off, and I saw the bullet come from the gun in slow 
motion. I knew it had missed its target— and then the dream 
ended.

As I was waking from the dream, the Lord said, Jezebel has 
waged war against the Church. He went on to explain to me that 
the two fighters represented the cultural struggle and violent 
division the Church is experiencing as a result of a compro-
mised Gospel.

I have often heard the term religious thrown out with a scoff 
as it is used to label any practice of spiritual discipline as ri-
diculous and outdated. There are worship leaders, for example, 
who get drunk on alcohol backstage before a worship concert. 
There are pastors who use foul language. There are leaders 
in government and in the Church who dabble with drug use 
and participate in entertainment that degrades women, pro-
motes promiscuity, mocks adultery and encourages every kind 
of sexual perversion and violence.

No matter how wealthy, educated, thin, powerful or sexu-
ally liberated we have become, we are poverty stricken in our 
souls. We are sin- sick in our personal lives, our families and 
the world. We are desperately alone and unhappy. And yet we 
are being called into a fight, and it is surely the heavyweight 
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championship of the world. It is a battle for our nation, for the 
Church and for the next generation.

All is not lost! God is awakening His Church. She is rep-
resented by the prizefighter of old—the awakened Body of 
Christ. God is making her fit, formidable and muscle- bound. 
She is about to step into the ring and make a comeback to win 
this war.

It is time that we see the big picture. If we do not, we will get 
caught up in distractions, miss the greater purpose and have 
a difficult time moving forward. When times get tough— and 
they always do— the temptation to quit will overcome us. It is 
not, however, time to quit. It is time to stand and advance the 
Kingdom of God.

Something in the air is new. An extraordinary thing is about 
to happen, and we are living in the moment just before it comes. 
We have not been this way before. Jesus, however, is waiting 
in the extraordinary thing. He will be with us in the future as 
He is with us now. Always.

This is a very serious and sobering time. This new move-
ment will have extraordinary consequences. It will include 
cleansing, purification and holiness that will expose compro-
mise and sin, as well as release great power and authority. It 
will prove to be a time when the people of God will once again 
know the fear of the Lord. We cannot serve the culture and 
political correctness and still take our place in the Kingdom. 
It is time to think and act as Kingdom people.

When governments shift and nations are shaken, every-
thing changes and history is made. It is God at work. It is God 
who changes times and seasons, who removes and sets up 
kings, and who gives wisdom and understanding about deep 
and hidden things we could not otherwise know (see Daniel 
2:21–22). It is God who is working actively in every circum-
stance to bring about His will on earth as it is in heaven (see 
Matthew 6:10).
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Introduction

The shifts, sudden changes and even crises will create un-
precedented opportunities for Kingdom advancement if we 
become shrewd in personal finance, business, politics and, yes, 
even ministry. Remember, if nothing changes, then nothing 
changes. These situations will be the impetus for change so 
that we can seize the opportunities and advance the Kingdom.

The Time Is Now

History, including each and every era, is ordered divinely. There 
is a time for all things, and each thing is decided by God. What is 
more, for every divinely ordered season there is an appropriate 
corresponding action. This is what the preacher in Ecclesiastes 
wants us to understand.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven:

a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time 
to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones to-
gether; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embrac-
ing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a 
time to cast away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to 
keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time 
to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

Ecclesiastes 3:1–8

In Luke, Jesus calls those who identify themselves as God’s 
people hypocrites. He explains that they are able to interpret 
seasonal weather patterns but are not able to interpret the 
times and seasons of God (see Luke 12:54–56). In Matthew, 
He chastises the Pharisees and Sadducees for not being able 
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to interpret the signs of the times (see Matthew 16:2–3). Since 
they are unable to read the signs of the times, they miss the 
divinely appointed season; therefore, they do not take the ap-
propriate action or lead others to do so. They are blind guides.

There are many seasons referenced in Scripture, and each 
one overlaps and is interwoven in God’s plan and agenda. They 
are not linear or compartmentalized. It is God’s desire that we 
are aware of these times and seasons so that we may engage in 
the divinely appointed activities appropriate to them.

One of those is chronos time, which is expressed by our cal-
endars and is marked by the movement of the planets, stars, 
sun and moon. Days, years, and seedtimes and harvests are 
examples of chronos time. This time is the chronological history 
in which we find the acts of God among men. What is the right 
action for God’s people in chronos time? We are to understand 
and learn God’s ways.

There is also Kingdom time, which encompasses what the 
Bible calls the last days or the eschatos. The last days began 
with the coming of Jesus in the flesh (see Hebrews 1:2), are 
marked by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:17), 
and await the coming of Christ once more when all of His en-
emies are conquered and the final trumpet sounds (see 1 Co-
rinthians 15:26–27, 52).

The Dictionary of Biblical Imagery calls this time eschato-
logical time, or the time of salvation, where the focus is not 
on the past or the future but on the present.1 “Behold, now 
is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation” 
(2 Corinthians 6:2). In Kingdom time, we are living in the 
season when salvation has come to humankind through the 
life, death and resurrection of Christ and through the out-
pouring and supernatural empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 
The right action for this time is to be born again, to be filled 
with the Spirit and to be about the business of completing 
His mission on earth.

_Maas_WayKingdom_KD_bb.indd   21_Maas_WayKingdom_KD_bb.indd   21 4/30/21   11:33 AM4/30/21   11:33 AM

The Way of the Kingdom • Kim M. Maas 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2021 used by permission



22

Introduction

According to the prophet Isaiah, there is also a now time. 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19, emphasis added). Now time 
is a season of intervention when God introduces change. Not 
every new thing is God’s intervention. We need to look to God 
and watch for His work. This requires that we know His Word, 
His ways and His voice. The right action in a now time is to 
let go of the past and embrace the new thing God is bringing.

Another time is prophetic time, which we find in the foretell-
ing of the prophetic books in Scripture. Foretelling in prophecy 
is foreseeing the future. God speaks to His people about what 
will be, giving them direction on how to navigate that season. 
This means that the future has implications for the present. 
Acting on those implications to prepare for the future that God 
has designed is the right action to take.

There is also kairos time. This is a term we often hear used 
in the charismatic community. Although its meaning is varied, 
it is used commonly to indicate a time of crisis and divine op-
portunity. It is a season when God opens an opportune door 
(or some would say a window), usually through a crisis or 
sudden change. A kairos time has a specific beginning and 
ending. In other words, the opportunity that comes in a kairos 
time can be missed. This is a time to make a decision and act. 
Carpe diem.

Times and seasons are the testing ground for people’s spiri-
tual identities. If we are truly the people of God, then we have 
been given the ability (by the Spirit) to know and interpret the 
time and season we are in. This revelatory knowledge is given 
to inform our decisions so that we may take the right action 
in every divinely appointed season. Moreover, we will have 
answers and solutions for the times in order to help others.

In Jeremiah, the Lord utters a painful rebuke to Israel, who, 
unlike the stork, did not know their appointed time with its 
appropriate action:
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“Even the stork in the heavens knows her times, and the turtle-
dove, swallow, and crane keep the time of their coming, but my 
people know not the rules of the Lord. . . . They have healed 
the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when 
there is no peace.”

Jeremiah 8:7, 11

There is a right action for every divinely appointed season. 
Will we be as the stork? Or will we, the Body of Christ, be 
as those who take lightly the hardship of the times and offer 
wrong answers and solutions to those who are wounded? Let 
it never be said of us! Our identity as the Body of Christ means 
that we are the ones who have the ability to understand the 
times and seasons, and we are the ones who can know the right 
action to take. In other words, we are the New Testament ver-
sion of the men of Issachar (see 1 Chronicles 12:32).

What are the signs of our time? Look around. There is shak-
ing, volatility and violence in the world in the form of child 
abuse, terrorism, economic crisis, geopolitical power struggles, 
racism, persecution, pandemics, divorce, abortion and cancer. 
We are living in violent times. The world is changing, nations 
are vying for power and culture is becoming more and more 
suspicious of those who profess faith in Christ. It should be 
no surprise. The unrest and opposition we are experiencing 
in the world are a sign of the Spirit of God on the move. How 
do we know? How do we respond?

The answer is found in Jesus’ ominous words: “From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force” (Matthew 
11:12). Why did He say it? What does it mean? What do we do?

In The Way of the Kingdom, we will explore these questions 
and more. Going through this book will prepare us, as the Body 
of Christ, to be a force to be reckoned with. We will learn to 
become the violent ones who do acts of Kingdom violence. 
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Introduction

Answering violence with violence sounds like war. It is. We are 
in a war. Yet the violence of the world is nothing like Kingdom 
violence. This book will explain the difference.

In chapter 1, we will investigate what caused John the Bap-
tist, the fiery prophet, to ask Jesus a strange question in Mat-
thew 11. In chapters 2–5, we will learn about the way of the 
Kingdom. Jesus is leading a violent breakout from the prison 
that is fashioned in darkness. The prince of darkness is leading 
a violent breakout in opposition to it. Distinguishing the vio-
lence of the world from the violence of the Kingdom empowers 
us to advance effectively the Kingdom of God as the Body of 
Christ. We will explore this in chapter 6.

In chapters 7–9, we will hear Jesus offer us His peace and 
remind us that death has lost its sting. This knowledge should 
unlock fearlessness in us so that we can face violent times. 
Finally, in chapter 10, we will be challenged by Jesus as we 
are commissioned into the world to be a part of the spiritual 
revolution God intends for our time. It is time for us to under-
stand the way of the Kingdom as those who seize the times for 
a great move of God!

The violent times are a sign to us. Not the kind of sign you 
may think. Violence is a response to the movement of the Spirit. 
When the Kingdom of God encroaches into the territories ruled 
by darkness, violence is the manifestation of the warfare. God, 
His Kingdom and His people are advancing. Violent times are a 
sign of a coming fresh awakening. We are about to see a dem-
onstration of the Gospel in this next generation as no genera-
tion before us has ever seen. Revival has begun! God is moving, 
and we are being called to awaken to our task without fear.
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CHAPTER 1

Are You the One?

“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
Matthew 11:3

“We are closer to God when we are asking questions than 
when we think we have the answers.”

Abraham Joshua Heschel

TThe senior pastor asked the congregation to pray for 
those whose hands were raised to acknowledge that 
they needed healing. As I turned around, I noticed a 

tattooed man with colorful hair who was in the far back of the 
room. I walked over to him and asked if I could pray for him. 
He seemed uncomfortable, but he complied.

He had raised his hand to receive healing for back pain. As 
I laid my hands on him, I felt depressed. I knew that the emo-
tion I was feeling was his emotion and not mine. I began to ask 
the Lord what the depression was related to, and I received 
a word of knowledge. A word of knowledge is a supernatural 
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revelation of information that comes from the Holy Spirit apart 
from natural analysis or human means. I find that the Holy 
Spirit will often give me a word of knowledge for a specific 
need in relation to healing— whether physical, emotional or 
relational— to provide more specified and targeted ministry. In 
this man’s case, I heard in my mind and heart that the man had 
experienced a relationship breakup that had not been resolved.

I said, “The Lord is showing me that you have been suffering 
with depression.” He burst into tears, and I prayed for healing 
in his body, in his heart and in his relationship.

Weeks later, I returned to that church. When worship ended, 
a testimony video started. A man who was cleanly shaven 
graced the screen to tell a miraculous story. Several weeks 
prior, he had visited the church for the first time after being 
invited repeatedly by his friend. He came reluctantly and sat 
in the back. That morning the pastor asked if anyone needed 
healing for anything in his or her body. The man in the video 
said that he had needed many things in his body healed, but he 
had not wanted to raise his hand. The friend who had invited 
him encouraged him to do it, and he did hesitantly.

The man said, “A woman named Kim turned and saw me 
and made her way to me.” It was then that I realized this was 
the tattooed man that I had prayed for. He looked completely 
different.

He told how he had lost his wife, his health, his job, his dig-
nity and his will to live. He not only had back pain that forced 
him to walk with a walker or a cane, but he also had cancer. On 
any given day, it would take him hours to get out of bed and 
care for himself. He was depressed, bitter and angry.

The morning after he had come to church and received 
prayer, he stepped out of his bed and felt no pain. He got 
dressed and ran around the block. Still, no pain. The follow-
ing day, he received a job offer with good pay. Within a few 
weeks, he was cleared by his doctor of all health issues and had 
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given his heart to Jesus. He had a whole new life. The changes 
were so profound and miraculous that he made a decision to 
become a chaplain to bring the power of God to others. He 
knew the enemy had tried to take him out for good. Jesus had 
another plan.

Violence Is Nothing New

Intimidation and violence have always been the name of the 
enemy’s game. Scripture tells us that Satan comes to kill, steal 
and destroy (see John 10:10). As real as the Kingdom of heaven 
is, there is also a real counterfeit kingdom. It is a kingdom 
of darkness that is moving on the earth attempting to strike 
fear in the hearts of all who refuse to bow down to the gods 
of this age.

Violence and violent times are not a surprise to God. He 
is not seated on His throne wringing His hands in anxiety 
wondering what to do. God uses circumstances and events to 
stretch, challenge, test, squeeze and pressurize us. He turns 
up the heat around us so that what is in us— our faith and 
character— comes to the surface. We hear Peter explain that 
fiery trials are a means of proving our faith. This process re-
sults in praise and glory for Jesus (see 1 Peter 4:13). James says 
we are to be grateful for the trials that test our faith because 
they produce endurance (see James 1:2–4). So then, we know 
our faith is being tested by these challenges, and these chal-
lenges are producing endurance that God will use to help us 
receive His fulfilled promises.

From the beginning of its inauguration, the Kingdom of 
God has suffered violence. Jesus said so: “From the days of 
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 
violence, and the violent take it by force” (Matthew 11:12 
nkjv). Matthew records what Jesus said to those who were 
facing violence.
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“And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are 
not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 
and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.”

Matthew 24:6–7

Did John Not Know Jesus Was the One?

When we read that John questions Jesus’ identity it is stunning. 
John was Jesus’ cousin, which means they knew of the miracles 
surrounding each other’s birth. In a religious tradition that 
kept scrupulous accounts of family history by verbal transmis-
sion, they must have known the stories. Now, launched fully 
into their ministries, both John and Jesus have been announc-
ing confidently that the Kingdom is at hand. They seem to be 
on the same page.

Unexpectedly, however, John sent his disciples to ask Jesus, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
(Matthew 11:3). Wait, what? Did John not know? We thought 
he knew. It sure seemed as though he knew. Now he seems 
confused.

Is this not John, as in John the Baptist? Is this not John, the 
John who is “the voice of one crying in the wilderness” sent 
to prepare the way of the Lord?1 In fact, in the gospel of John 
(the Beloved, not the Baptist) we read that when asked if he 
was Elijah returned from the dead, John the Baptist identified 
himself as the voice crying out in the wilderness. He knew he 
was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy.

Is John not a prophet? The prophet was the voice of God. He 
was a mouthpiece and a spokesman who declared God’s message 
about the present and the future to the people, their leaders and 
the nations in a terrifying and absurd world. According to Jewish 
scholar Abraham Heschel, “The prophet was an individual who 
said no to his society, condemning its habits and assumptions, its 
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complacency, waywardness, and syncretism. . . . His fundamental 
objective was to reconcile man to God.”2 John, as a prophet who 
had been called to prepare the way of the Lord, urged Israel to 
repent and return to covenant relationship with God through 
baptism before the fires of judgment overtook them. He knew 
he was a prophet. He knew he was not the Christ (see John 1:20).

Is John not the one who announced Jesus as the coming 
Messiah? Did he not receive from God a sign he could use to 
identify the Son of God, the Savior and the baptizer with the 
Holy Spirit?

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And 
I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

John 1:29–36, emphasis added

Yes, he is that John— John the Baptizer who baptized Jesus in 
the Jordan. He is the one who witnessed the sign from heaven, 
which was the Spirit descending upon Jesus and the word that 
confirmed Jesus’ identity. John knew he was the witness giv-
ing the testimony of Jesus as the One. Even when His disciples 
questioned him about his ministry diminishing, John reiter-
ated, “I am not the Christ. . . . He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:28, 30).

Both Jesus and John were on the forefront leading a revival 
and a fresh move of God. John was calling Israel to get ready 
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for a new season in which God was stepping in to establish His 
Kingdom and His rule. John knew that his assignment was to 
announce what God was doing and that Jesus was the One God 
had sent to do it. The Kingdom was coming!

John knew. He thought he knew. Up until this point in the 
story, we thought he knew, too. Then, without warning, we 
read how he questioned what he once knew.

“Are you the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
Why is John asking if Jesus is the One when John himself 

declared Jesus to be the One? In order to understand John’s 
question, we need to understand John’s expectations.

Expectations are formed (or informed) by our belief sys-
tems. Belief systems are created around principles and truths 
we have trusted; therefore, a set of facts can create expectation. 
If I am hired to work an eight- hour day at an hourly wage, for 
example, I expect to be paid for eight hours of work.

Previous experiences can create expectations. If I have tried 
and failed at every diet known to man, then I will expect to fail 
at the next latest craze. What we perceive to be plausible in 
light of what we have believed, assumed, presumed, reasoned 
or been taught to be true is usually what we will expect to 
happen.

Expectations come in many shapes and sizes. We all have 
them. Israel had them. John, as a part of Israel, shared them.

John Expected a New King

As John begins his ministry, we hear him announcing the 
coming of the Kingdom of heaven. John is announcing that 
the dominion, sovereignty and rule of God as King on earth 
as it is in heaven is upon them. The Messianic age is breaking 
in. Righteousness (right relationship with God) must be rees-
tablished among Israel, who had been exiled by their own sin 
and covenant breaking. There was an urgency to bring God’s 
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people to repentance. They would need to bear the fruit of 
repentance in concrete behavioral ways if they expected to 
see the end of exile.

Attending services at the temple was not enough. Circumci-
sion was not enough. It is not enough to clean the outside of 
a cup. This repentance was about the heart and the life lived 
out of the heart. John called God’s people to repentance. They 
were to turn from every wicked way that defiled their hearts 
and lives. They were to be cleansed from sin and get right with 
God. John was trying to communicate that revival was coming 
and holiness was required. The King and His Kingdom were 
at hand!

What John expressed was his expectation of severe and 
punitive judgment—the wrath of God— coming suddenly on 
those who were unrepentant and unwilling to change their 
ways.

John indicts the religious leadership of Israel with a scath-
ing accusation and dire warning of the wrath of God for their 
hypocrisy (see Matthew 3:1–12). The religious leaders scoff 
and reject John’s offer of baptism for remission of sin. They 
think they are ready for the coming of the Messiah because 
they follow strict ritual purity, yet they do not practice mercy 
or compassion. Remember what Jesus said to the Pharisees: 
“Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacri-
fice’” (Matthew 9:13).

Worse yet was the cruel and corrupt Herod Antipas, the 
“King of the Jews,” who was the ruling monarch in John’s ter-
ritory of Galilee and Parea.3 He was the son of a murderous 
king who slaughtered the toddlers of Israel to prevent a divine 
coup by Jesus.4

The kings of Israel were meant to be spiritual leaders. Yet 
Herod had unlawfully married his brother’s wife, who was 
also his niece, committing a type of incest (see Mark 6:17–18; 
Matthew 14:3–4). What kind of spirituality was he modeling?
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In true Old Testament prophetic tradition, John confronts 
Herod’s sin and calls him to repent. He refused. He was a cor-
rupt king.

Interestingly, there was another “king” present in the time of 
John. Caesar, in Rome, was considered divine. He was called the 
Son of God. He was considered to be the divine king of Rome 
(and the whole world, for that matter, as Rome was considered 
the ruler of the known world). Under Roman rule, Israel suf-
fered severe sociopolitical oppression.

Together, the two so- called kings, Herod and Caesar, em-
bodied the corrupt political and religious systems that were 
oppressing God’s people. John took a stand against them, con-
fronting their corruption and iniquity. Therefore, when John 
announces the inbreaking of a new Kingdom with a new King 
sent by God, he was announcing a revolution with religious and 
sociopolitical consequences. It was disruptive and shocking.

Was he right? Yes and no. The announcement was the word 
of the Lord. The expectation was skewed. Often a prophetic 
word comes to pass in a way even the prophet does not ex-
pect. John had expectations that were rooted deeply and are 
worth examining. His expectations were pervasive, and they 
threatened to blind the whole nation from being able to see 
the manifestation of their long- awaited hope.

John Expected a Sovereign, Powerful King

In a night vision, the great prophet Daniel saw “one like a son 
of man” (Daniel 7:13). This Son of man would have a Kingdom, 
and He would be given dominion, authority and power over all 
peoples, nations, tribes and tongues. His Kingdom would be 
indestructible. Revival history buff and founder of the apostolic 
network Global Awakening, Randy Clark, explains, “This was 
the popular prophetic understanding of the messiah in the 
first century for the Jewish people.”5
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Additionally, through the prophet Nathan, God promises to 
establish the kingdom of David’s offspring forever. He prom-
ises that He will personally be a father to him (see 2 Samuel 
7:12–14). This is a promise of dynasty—a permanent, eternal 
kingdom. This beautiful and uniquely divine father- son rela-
tionship is now applied to Jesus.

What does all of this mean? It means that John and the Jews 
expected that the Messiah would surely come from the line 
of David.

Think about this. What did David do as king of Israel? He 
established a religious and political order, formed an army, 
went to war and conquered all of Israel’s enemies. He led the 
nation in the worship of Yahweh. He established the Davidic 
kingdom and made Israel the ruling nation through his military 
might and leadership.

Can you see it? With an expectation that the Messiah would 
come through the line of David also came the expectation He 
would be a king in the manner of David. He would conquer 
the pagans and subject all nations under the rule of the one 
true God. He would reinstate Israel’s preeminence as God’s 
chosen people.6 He would lead Israel back to pure and holy 
worship, and He would rescue Israel from all religious and 
sociopolitical enemies.7

John Expected a Prophet Like Moses

Preparing the way of the Lord, as prophesied by Isaiah, was 
understood as the precursor to the imminent manifestation 
of the Messiah. As scholar J. Jeremias explains,

When John, on the basis of Is. 40:3, arose in the wilderness, ac-
cording to the thinking of the age this was an indication that the 
Messiah, as the second Moses, would manifest Himself in the 
wilderness. That this was the thinking of the Baptist himself is 
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very likely, since his baptism was a counterpart to the washing 
which Moses made the wilderness generation undergo before 
receiving salvation.8

After wandering in the desert for forty years, Moses began to 
prepare his people to go into the Promised Land. He reviewed 
the law, and he prophesied that God would one day raise up a 
prophet who would function as he did, and to whom they were 
to listen as if they were listening to God (see Deuteronomy 
18:15). This prophet would have the commands of Yahweh 
in his mouth.

When John began baptizing and declaring that the King-
dom of heaven was at hand, he was asked whether he was 
the anointed one (the Christ), Elijah or the prophet (see Luke 
3:15; John 1:21). Not just any prophet, but the prophet, allud-
ing to the coming prophet who would be like Moses. Remem-
ber, Moses had been a prophet, a lawgiver and Israel’s most 
cherished deliverer who brought them out from slavery and 
bondage to Egypt. In other words, the expected Messiah was 
to be a prophet as Moses had been. They believed not only 
that He would speak the words of the Lord, but also that He 
would bring the laws of God to bear on religious corruption. 
He would bring deliverance from sociopolitical oppression.

The Christ, the Prophet or Elijah

In the question about whether John was the Christ, the prophet 
or Elijah, the Messianic expectations of the people (and John, 
himself ) are revealed. The title of Christ means “the anointed 
one,” implying the Messiah. The Christ would be the Son of 
man and from the line of David. The prophet is a reference to 
the one like Moses (see Deuteronomy 18:15; John 1:25, 45). 
These are the most common Messianic expectations of this 
time. Still, there were some who expected an Elijah figure who 
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would be a powerful, fiery prophet who would confront false 
prophets, idolatry, apostasy and corrupt leaders.

Perhaps you can now understand the magnitude of John’s 
expectations when he declared publicly, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me’” (John 1:15). 
John, as well as all of Israel at the time, expected Jesus to be 
a king who would take up arms and deliver Israel forcefully 
from its servitude to Rome. They believed He would remove 
all political and cultural oppression from Caesar, and He would 
expose all the religious corruption of Herod, the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees. They believed that they would be rescued and 
restored to their rightful place.

Is There Going to Be a Revolution?

What is the point of reviewing Messianic figures and expecta-
tions? John is expecting not just someone to bring revival but 
a revolutionary who will violently overthrow the political, reli-
gious and cultural systems of the day. He believed that the Mes-
siah would lead a righteous rebellion that was backed by God.

Yet where was John presently? He was shackled cruelly in 
prison suffering violence at the hands of the unrighteous and 
idolatrous Herod. What was Jesus doing about it? Not a thing. 
Is there going to be a revolution? John wondered. Yes, John, of 
another kind.
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Summary Points

 1. The Kingdom of God suffers violence. It has been the 
way of the Kingdom since the beginning and will con-
tinue to be. Jesus warned us it would be so.

 2. John the Baptist identified Jesus as the One who was 
coming to baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. He said 
that the Messiah would take away the sins of the world. 
And yet he asks the strange question, “Are you the One 
who is coming, or are we to look for another?”

 3. The question John asked Jesus involved the Messianic 
expectations of Israel in his time.

 4. John knew he was not the Christ. He knew that he was 
the one who had been sent before the Lord to prepare 
the way.

 5. John, like Israel, expected a Messiah like the Son of 
man who had been prophesied by Daniel. This Messiah 
would come from the line of David, and He would be 
similar to Moses. Each of these expectations embodied 
a religious zeal and military and political sovereignty 
that would reform and rescue Israel.

 6. John’s announcement of the Kingdom of God was a 
declaration of revolution. The new King and His eternal 
Kingdom were at hand; therefore, it was urgent that all 
got their lives right with God, or they would incur His 
judgment and wrath.

Questions and Activations

 1. Set some time aside for reflection. Have a journal and 
a Bible available. Record your answers, thoughts and 
anything the Lord says to you during this time.
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 2. Invite the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the ways in which 
the culture you live in, the family you grew up in and 
the schools you were educated in influence your expec-
tations of Jesus. Think and reflect on the church you at-
tended, with its denominational and theological views. 
Think about your personal experiences, especially 
those that involve pain and suffering.

 3. Answer the questions below.
• How did each of these experiences shape your 

understanding of who Jesus is and how He acts in the 
world?

• Can you identify your current expectations of Jesus?
• In what ways have your expectations affected your 

relationship with Jesus?
• How do your expectations fit with the biblical reve-

lation of who Jesus is?

Read and Meditate

Luke 4:17–21; John 1:1–29; Acts 2:14–36;  
Hebrews 1–2; 4:14–16

Exercise

 1. Make a list of what each of the passages above reveals 
about Jesus. Meditate on the items in that list.

 2. Below is a list of what Hebrews 1–10 reveals about 
Jesus. Take some time to read it over. Think about His 
greatness and majesty. In your worship time, use the 
list, along with your own list from the exercise above, 
to declare verbally the praises of our King!
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Jesus is the unique Son of God.
God has spoken in these last days through Jesus.
He is the heir of all things.
Through Jesus the universe was created.
Jesus is the radiance, or the shining out, of the glory of God.
Jesus is the exact imprint of the Father’s nature.
Jesus upholds the universe by the word of His power.
He made purification of sin on our behalf.
Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
He is superior to the angels.
Jesus has inherited a name that is more excellent than the 

angels.
Jesus is the firstborn son of the Father, the begotten Son 

of God.
The angels worship Jesus.
Jesus’ throne is forever and ever.
He is the King of the Kingdom of God.
He possesses a scepter of righteousness.
Jesus loves righteousness.
He hates wickedness.
He has been anointed by the Father with the oil of 

gladness.
Jesus laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning.
The heavens are the work of His hands.
Though everything created will perish, be worn out and 

changed, Jesus remains the same forever.
His years will have no end.
All of His enemies will be made a footstool for His feet.
Jesus was made, for a little while, lower than angels. Now 

He is crowned with glory and honor because of the suf-
fering and death that He tasted for everyone.
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Everything is placed in subjection to Him, and nothing 
will be outside of His control.

Jesus is the founder of our salvation.
He was made perfect through suffering.
Jesus has conquered death and the power of death. He 

destroyed the works of the devil in order to deliver all 
who, through the fear of death, were held in slavery.

He was made like His brothers, the offspring of Abraham, 
in every respect so that He could become a merciful 
and faithful High Priest for us.

Jesus has made propitiation for our sins.
Jesus suffered when He was tempted; therefore, He is able 

to help those who are being tempted.
He is greater than Moses.
Jesus is faithful over the house of God.
He is a great High Priest who is able to sympathize with 

our weaknesses, because He has been tempted in every 
respect as we are, and yet remained without sin.

Jesus is a priest appointed by God, a forerunner for us, by 
the power of an indestructible life.

He is the guarantor of a new and better covenant with 
better promises by His own blood through the Holy 
Spirit.

He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near 
to God through Him.

Jesus lives to make intercession for us.
He offered Himself on our behalf as a sacrifice for sin.
Jesus, by His single offering, has perfected for all time 

those of us who are being sanctified.
He made a way for us to enter the most holy place, eter-

nally inviting us into the presence of God.
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God

Hebrews 12:1–2
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