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We would like to dedicate this book to the men and 
women who have preached and preach the Gospel, 
with healings and miraculous signs following. In 
doing so, they have greatly advanced the Kingdom 
of God and have won for the Lamb who was slain 
the rewards of His suffering.
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Introduction

Jesus was a man of joy—the most joyful person who ever 
lived. His heart’s desire is that those who believe in Him 
would fully share His joy (see John 15:11; 17:13). But 

surprisingly, there is only one place where the gospels directly 
mention that Jesus rejoiced. There must have been a very 
particular reason for His joy at that moment.

The context of the passage shows the reason. At the be-
ginning of chapter 10 of Luke, Jesus sent out seventy of His 
disciples, a wider group than the twelve apostles whom He 
had sent out earlier. Like the apostles, the seventy were given 
the privilege of sharing in Jesus’ own mission. They were to 
go from town to town announcing the Good News, just as 
He had. He instructed them, “Whenever you enter a town 
and they receive you . . . Heal the sick in it and say to them, 
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you’” (Luke 10:8–9).

A short time later, the seventy disciples returned bursting 
with excitement: “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 
in your name!” (verse 17). Evidently, their labors had been 
fruitful. As Jesus had mandated, they had proclaimed the 
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Good News of the Kingdom not only in words, but in works 
of power that demonstrated the truth of the words. They had 
seen bodies healed and demonic bondages broken—works 
that could only be attributed to the supernatural power of 
God breaking into the world. What is more, not only had 
they witnessed these mighty deeds, they had participated in 
them. They had been the instruments of God’s healing for 
the hurting and the oppressed.

It was hearing their “mission reports” that caused Jesus 
to be filled with joy: “In that same hour he rejoiced in the 
Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise 
and understanding and revealed them to little children’” 
(verse 21). In His human heart, the Son of God was thrilled 
to see His disciples receiving God’s gifts like children and 
using these gifts to bring God’s love to others. If you are a 
parent, you know there is no delight quite like seeing your 
kids’ eyes light up with excitement as they tear off the wrap-
ping paper and discover the presents that you carefully chose 
for them, and then watching as they start to ride the bike, 
or play with the doll, or build the Lego set. It is this kind of 
joy that Jesus must have experienced when He “rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit.”

Jesus then exclaimed, “Blessed are the eyes that see what 
you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired 
to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear, and did not hear it” (verses 23–24). The disciples’ 
hearts were probably burning as they heard those words. For 
so many centuries God’s people had been waiting, hoping 
and longing for the coming of the Messiah and the visible 
presence of God’s Kingdom. What others had longed for, 
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the disciples now saw with their own eyes. How privileged 
they were!

Does reading those words make you wish you could ex-
perience, even just a little, the amazing things experienced 
by the disciples who followed Jesus during His earthly life? 
The healings, miracles, demons being cast out, sinners being 
converted, relationships being restored, the Kingdom of God 
breaking in on earth?

The truth is that Jesus spoke these words not just for His 
disciples in first-century Galilee. They are His words to us, 
His disciples today. What Jesus did through His disciples 
then, He is still doing and desires to do through us. Just as in 
the earthly life of Jesus, so in the life of the Church in every 
age, the spread of the Gospel is meant to be accompanied 
by signs, wonders, miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit that 
demonstrate the presence of the Kingdom.

The use of the spiritual gifts does not involve any special 
knowledge or techniques, just prayer and faith in the power 
of the risen Lord Jesus. Here are two examples of the gifts 
in action, both involving healing—one that took place at a 
healing service, and the other through an impromptu prayer. 
(Note that throughout most of this book, we collaborate as 
one voice, but in the sections marked Randy and Mary, we 
provide you with our individual insights and experiences.)

Randy: A woman in her thirties had had knee surgery 
after an accident. A metal bar and twelve screws had been 
inserted in her leg, and as a result she was unable to bend 
her knee or walk without crutches. The doctor had told 
her she could either amputate her leg or take morphine for 
the rest of her life. Because she could not stand, she had to 
change professions and now did manicures so she could sit 
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at work. After all this, her husband left her with two kids. 
Many times, she would sit in bed with severe pain and could 
not go into the kitchen to feed herself.

When this woman came to a meeting, I showed a video of 
people who had had metal in their bodies after injuries—in 
their shoulders, knees, legs, arms and backs—and who had 
been healed. I told the crowd that I believed some people 
would be healed just watching the testimonies on the video. 
During the video, this young woman felt heat come into the 
injured leg. Then I asked for those who were at least 80 percent 
better, either with pain reduction or a restoration of move-
ment, to wave both hands over their heads. She did not wave 
her hands, but there were many others who did receive a heal-
ing, either during the video or when I prayed right afterward.

At the end of the service, she came up to the front for 
more prayer. This time it was with the laying on of hands. 
When I began to pray for her, her leg began to shake visibly. 
She felt a force bending her knee, pushing her forward and 
down and causing her to kneel.

She told me, “I’m not doing this; something is moving me!”
Then she knelt for the first time since her surgery. As she 

was being prayed for over the next twenty minutes, she kept 
improving and continued to feel heat and energy in her leg. 
She began to try to move her knee. At first, it was only a very 
small degree of movement, but gradually more and more 
movement came into it. She then began to stand on the leg 
that she had not been able to put weight on. Then she began 
to walk without crutches. She was so filled with joy and utter 
amazement that she and my translator were both in tears 
of joy. That night, she walked home without crutches. She 
is healed.1

_ClarkHealy_SpiritualGiftsHandbook_NS_djm.indd   16 12/19/17   2:22 PM

Randy Clark and Mary Healy, The Spiritual Gifts Handbook
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2018. Used by permission.



Introduction

17

Mary: A young woman named Kate Hyne woke up one 
day with her body suddenly covered with painful red scales 
from her scalp to her toes. She immediately went to a doc-
tor, who determined that it was a form of psoriasis resulting 
from a severe anaphylactic reaction to some unknown aller-
gen. Later, an allergist confirmed that if she came in contact 
with the allergen again, her throat could close in about five 
minutes, which would render her unconscious and put her 
in danger of instant death.

Kate was devastated and scared. At her parish, she had 
been attending Alpha, a series of sessions exploring the 
basics of Christian faith. On the day of her allergist ap-
pointment, she went to Alpha in the evening and tried to 
hide her condition with long clothing and heavy makeup. 
But when everyone started to go home afterward, she broke 
down and cried. Her parish priest and some friends saw her, 
gathered around and began to pray over her in the parish 
hall. They were not people known for a gift of healing, just 
a group of people spontaneously praying for a friend in 
need. Kate recounts,

All of a sudden everything started to get very hot, and for 
the first time in months I wasn’t in pain. That was the last 
thing I remember, because I fell into the Spirit. While I was 
in the Spirit, I saw my arms outstretched in front of me. 
There was fire on my arms, yet the fire did not hurt. Instead, 
it was brushing the scales off my arms, and the scales were 
falling off!

After I went home with my mom and sister, I went to 
change into pajamas, and when I saw my arms I screamed. 
They were completely clear! Not even a scar! My mom and 
sister ran to me, and I just held out my arms and cried, and 
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then they started screaming, too! We all cried tears of pure 
joy and dropped to our knees, thanking God on the floor.

My sister Esther said, “When you fell into the Spirit, I 
caught you by your knees. Your legs became so hot I almost 
let go, but then there was this pulse shooting up your legs.”

We looked at each other with the same question, and in 
a blink, I took off my pants to see what else had happened. 
We all started happily screaming again! The area above my 
knees, where Esther had felt the heat, was completely clear. 
The scales on the rest of my legs had been reduced, and there 
were stripes up my legs that were completely clear.

We all started crying and praying, thanking God for heal-
ing me. In our excitement, we took pictures of my arms on 
a cell phone and sent them to those who had prayed for me.

I went to my dermatologist soon afterward, and she looked 
at me and repeatedly asked, “What has changed? What medi-
cine are you on?”

When I told her what had happened, she stared at me in 
shock. All she could determine from her examination was 
that the scales had existed, but were now gone. My body 
began responding to medicine, we found what caused the 
allergy (fish and shellfish), and my life regained a sense of 
safety and normalcy. Thanks be to God!

We have written this book in the conviction that manifes-
tations of God’s grace and power like these are not meant to 
be rare in the life of the Church. They are part of the normal 
Christian life. From the Day of Pentecost onward, Christ has 
been pouring out His Holy Spirit to equip all believers with 
supernatural gifts for their mission of spreading the Gospel 
and building up the Church. These gifts are not just for spe-
cially qualified people or extraordinarily holy people. They 
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are for every member of the Body of Christ, every “little ole 
me.” They are available to all who are willing to let the Lord 
use them however He chooses, to be the instruments of His 
love in a needy world.

Why, then, don’t we see such gifts in action more often? 
A major reason is that so few Christians know what the 
spiritual gifts are, how they operate, or how to activate them 
and walk in them. Some people are afraid of being radically 
dependent on the Holy Spirit and find it easier to rely on 
their own knowledge, skill or experience. Others don’t think 
they are worthy of having the Lord use them in a powerful 
way. And many church leaders don’t know how to cultivate 
and pastor the use of the gifts among the people they lead.

The purpose of this book is to demonstrate the remarkable 
evangelistic and church-building power of the spiritual gifts 
and explain how to activate them, both for yourself and for 
your church family.

This book is unique in that it is an ecumenical approach 
to the gifts, responding to the deep desire for unity that is 
stirring in many Christians today. We have written this book 
as a Protestant (Randy Clark) and a Catholic (Mary Healy) 
together, to show that it is possible for Catholics and Prot-
estants to speak with a united voice about the spiritual gifts. 
Although our church traditions are very different, they actu-
ally share much in common regarding the work of the Holy 
Spirit.2 There is also much we can learn from one another. 
Catholics have a two-thousand-year tradition of teaching 
and practicing the spiritual gifts, even though the gifts have 
at times been neglected. Charismatic Protestants have a zeal 
for evangelism and a high level of faith for supernatural 
manifestations of the gifts. As Pope Francis has noted,
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How many important things unite us! If we really believe in 
the abundantly free working of the Holy Spirit, we [Chris-
tians] can learn so much from one another! It is not just 
about being better informed about others, but rather about 
reaping what the Spirit has sown in them, which is also meant 
to be a gift for us.3

The divisions among Christians are a tragic counter-
witness to the Gospel, but in our time the Lord is breaking 
down these walls. What unites us is infinitely greater than 
what divides us, since what unites us is nothing less than God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. “There is one body and one 
Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs 
to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” 
(Ephesians 4:4–6). Part of God’s purpose in pouring out His 
Spirit in our time is to restore unity among Christians. The 
deepest work of the Holy Spirit is to unite the members of 
the Body of Christ in an unbreakable bond of love, founded 
on the love of God Himself.

Bearing united witness to Christ in the power of the Holy 
Spirit is all the more necessary in our time, in a society that 
has pushed God to the margins and is suffering the conse-
quences. We are surrounded by the walking wounded—those 
who have been hurt by living in a fallen world, and espe-
cially by the fallout from a secularized culture, including 
broken relationships, broken families, neglect, abuse, crime 
and prejudice. Many people have a gaping void deep inside, 
a great ache of the heart that shows itself in all kinds of 
harmful ways. It is the wound of spiritual orphanhood—a 
sense of aloneness and lack of identity that come from not 
knowing the heavenly Father, who knows us perfectly and 
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loves us unconditionally. The gifts of the Spirit are a balm 
to heal that wound. They convince even the most broken 
and hardened hearts that God is real, present and active 
in our lives. They are part of God’s answer to the spiritual 
darkness of our times. Today more than ever, it is essential 
that in seeking to walk in the Spirit and His gifts, we walk 
in unity with one another.

Insofar as possible, we have sought to explain the spiritual 
gifts in a way that will be acceptable to both Protestants and 
Catholics. We recognize and respect the fact that we have 
theological differences, some of them significant. We also 
have differences in vocabulary. For instance, many Catholics 
use the term charisms, but the term spiritual gifts is more 
familiar to Protestants (and to some Catholics). Catholics 
speak of evangelization, whereas Protestants usually say 
evangelism. Catholics refer to Saint Paul, whereas most Prot-
estants just say Paul. Catholics talk about being made alive, 
whereas some Protestants speak of being quickened. Catho-
lics celebrate the Eucharist, whereas Protestants celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper. We invite readers to extend grace to those 
of different Christian communions and not let unfamiliar 
vocabulary be a stumbling block. We are convinced that the 
Lord desires to pour out His supernatural gifts even more 
abundantly on both Catholics and Protestants, so that the 
King and His Kingdom may be revealed on earth.
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What Are Spiritual Gifts?

It is the Holy Spirit who . . . bestows and directs [gifts] like 
jewels to the Church, the bride of Christ. It is in fact he who 
raises up prophets in the Church, instructs teachers, guides 
tongues, works wonders and healings, accomplishes miracles, 
grants the discernment of spirits, assigns governance, inspires 
counsels, distributes and harmonizes every other charismatic 
gift. In this way he completes and perfects the Lord’s Church 
everywhere and in all things.1

In these exuberant words of Novatian, a third-century Chris-
tian writer, we see a vision of the Church as alive with the 
constant working of the Holy Spirit through gifts distributed 

among the members. These words summarize well what Scrip-
ture teaches about the immense value of the spiritual gifts.

The New Testament refers to the gifts of the Spirit in many 
passages, especially in the letters of Paul.2 Paul coins a term 
for them: charism (charisma in Greek), meaning a gift freely 
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bestowed.3 It is based on the word for “grace” (charis). Grace 
is the foundation of Christian life: God’s favor freely bestowed 
on us in Christ, saving us from sin and death and giving us a 
share in His own divine life. A charism is what might be called 
a “gracelet,” a droplet of the vast ocean of God’s grace. It is 
a tangible expression of God’s grace in a person’s life in the 
form of a capacity to act in a way that surpasses human power.

Scripture uses a rich vocabulary to describe the charisms. 
In 1 Corinthians 12:1–7 Paul uses no less than five terms. He 
calls them “spiritual gifts” (pneumatika, literally “spirituals”) 
because they are given by the Holy Spirit (pneuma). They are 
“charisms” because they are given freely. They are “different 
kinds of service” because their purpose is to serve others. 
They are “different kinds of working” because every time we 
use a gift, the Holy Spirit Himself is working through us. And 
they are “manifestations of the Spirit” because they make the 
presence of the Holy Spirit evident to others.4 The letter to 
the Hebrews uses yet another term: They are “distributions 
of the Holy Spirit” (Hebrews 2:4, literal translation) because 
the Spirit distributes them in different measure to different 
members of the Church.

Paul’s strong emphasis on the close relationship between 
the gifts and the Holy Spirit shows that these gifts are not 
natural human abilities, but supernatural abilities the Holy 
Spirit gives to enable believers to be instruments of God’s 
love and power to others. A natural gift, such as athletic 
ability or musical talent, is an innate aptitude that you can 
develop and use at will. But a charism is dependent on the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, and therefore it has an effi-
cacy that surpasses merely human talent. It either enables 
what is humanly impossible (such as prophecy, healings or 
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miracles), or it elevates a natural aptitude (such as teaching 
or administration) to a supernatural level of efficacy. We 
can grow in the use of these gifts, but they always remain 
dependent on the Holy Spirit. If you have a gift of healing, 
for example, you cannot pull that gift out of your pocket 
and heal someone whenever you feel like it. Rather, you are a 
musical instrument on which the Holy Spirit plays according 
to His purpose and His timing. The more yielded you are to 
Him, the more freely He will play.

Paul was convinced of the power of the gifts to open peo-
ple’s hearts to the Gospel. He was one of the most effective 
evangelists in history, yet he insisted that it was not primarily 
his preaching that won over so many people to Christ, but 
rather the supernatural deeds that God worked through him. 
He wrote, “I will not venture to speak of anything except 
what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gen-
tiles to obedience—by word and deed, by the power of signs 
and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God” (Romans 
15:18–19). He reminded the Corinthians that it was such 
manifestations of the Spirit that convinced them to believe: 
“My speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so 
that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in 
the power of God” (1 Corinthians 2:4–5). The Holy Spirit’s 
action through the gifts provides visible confirmation of the 
truth of the Gospel.

Who Gets the Gifts?

Yet Paul in no way regarded such gifts as confined to apostles 
like himself. Rather, they are part of the ordinary life of the 
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Church. The charisms are gifts not only in the sense that 
God gives them to people, but that their very purpose is to 
be used for others. They are by definition gifts to be given 
away, to be used “for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7). 
They are a means by which God’s grace circulates among the 
members of the Church and overflows beyond its boundar-
ies. For that very reason, no one has all the gifts it is possible 
to have—because then we would not need each other. The 
charisms teach us to receive and give away God’s grace, so 
that the Body of Christ functions as a living organism, each 
part contributing in a unique way to the whole.

If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of 
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the 
sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in 
the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many 
parts, yet one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” 
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”

1 Corinthians 12:17–21

The human idea of unity is uniformity—everyone think-
ing, dressing and acting alike. But God’s idea of unity is a 
marvelous unity in diversity, each person contributing to the 
flourishing of the whole by using his or her unique God-
given gifts.

Paul makes it very clear that charisms are given not only 
to some, but to all Christians: “To each is given the manifes-
tation of the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:7, emphasis added). 
Every believer has an irreplaceable role to play in the growth 
of the Church; everyone is given charisms that perfectly corre-

_ClarkHealy_SpiritualGiftsHandbook_NS_djm.indd   26 12/19/17   2:22 PM

Randy Clark and Mary Healy, The Spiritual Gifts Handbook
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2018. Used by permission.



What Are Spiritual Gifts?

27

spond to that role. There is no unemployment in the Kingdom 
of God! Or at least there would not be, if everyone knew 
how to recognize and use his or her gifts. Scripture therefore 
emphasizes that exercising our gifts is not optional; it is a 
sacred responsibility. “As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” 
(1 Peter 4:10). Many Christians do not exercise charisms be-
cause they have no idea how to use them and grow in them; 
they may not even know what they are. This is a great loss 
to the Body of Christ.

Biblical Gift Lists

The letters of Paul include several lists of charisms. Some 
of these lists highlight the more extraordinary gifts, and 
some the ones that seem more ordinary. But all the gifts are 
powerfully effective for the building up of the Church. The 
longest list is in 1 Corinthians 12:8–10, which mentions the 
word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, healings, 
miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits, tongues and in-
terpretation of tongues. Paul uses the term spiritual gifts for 
these, probably because these are especially dependent on 
inspiration by the Holy Spirit; they might be called “gifts of 
inspiration.” For that reason, they manifest in an especially 
powerful way the reality and presence of God in the world. 
These 1 Corinthians gifts are the special focus of this book.5

In Romans 12:6–8, Paul speaks of prophecy (in common 
with 1 Corinthians 12), then adds gifts of serving, teaching, 
encouraging, contributing to the needs of others, leadership 
and showing mercy. These gifts are less flashy but equally 
necessary to the flourishing of the Church.
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Paul gives a slightly different kind of list in Ephesians 4:8–
11. He uses a different word for gift (doma), and then he lists 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.6 These 
are not so much gifts of the Holy Spirit, but are individuals 
who are anointed by the Holy Spirit for a particular office 
in the Church. But these offices, too, are gifts in that they 
are given by the Holy Spirit to build up the Body of Christ.

In 1 Peter we are told that “as each has received a gift 
[charisma]” we should “use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace [charis]” (1 Peter 4:10). Peter 
then follows this statement with the examples of two general 
categories: speaking gifts and serving gifts.

If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with 
the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the 
power for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:11 niv

Here he is referring to a special kind of speaking, not 
merely teaching. Someone who gives a teaching is not usu-
ally considered to be speaking the very words of God, as 
is someone who speaks under the inspiration of the Spirit 
through prophecy, words of knowledge, tongues or interpre-
tation of tongues. Yet even the expression of these gifts is to 
be weighed or tested (see the section “Discerning Prophecy 
and Other Gifts” in chapter 7).

To classify the gifts, this book follows a traditional division 
of the nine gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8–10 into three 
categories. There are gifts of revelation: word of wisdom, 
word of knowledge and discernment of spirits. There are 

_ClarkHealy_SpiritualGiftsHandbook_NS_djm.indd   28 12/19/17   2:22 PM

Randy Clark and Mary Healy, The Spiritual Gifts Handbook
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2018. Used by permission.



What Are Spiritual Gifts?

29

gifts of power: faith, healings and working of miracles. And 
there are gifts of speech: prophecy, tongues and interpretation 
of tongues. This is a classic and long-standing breakdown 
of the gifts. We recognize, however, that it is limited and 
some what artificial.

What do we mean? Prophecy and interpretation of tongues 
are gifts of speech, but they also depend upon revelation; 
otherwise, they would be little different from some forms of 
teaching. The gift of faith involves revelation as well. The 
gifts of miracles and healing are power gifts, but they are 
in large part dependent on the gift of faith, and are often 
related to words of knowledge. The gifts frequently work in 
conjunction with one another. In addition, there are other 
spiritual gifts besides the ones Paul lists here.7

Misconceptions about the Gifts

Among both Catholics and Protestants, there are some wide-
spread misconceptions about the spiritual gifts that keep 
people from being open to them. In the following sections, 
we will address these misunderstandings on both sides. (Mary 
will address the Catholic misconceptions, and Randy will 
address the Protestant misconceptions.)

Are the gifts meant to be rare? (Mary)

For many Catholics, the phrase “gifts of the Holy Spirit” 
immediately brings to mind the seven gifts that Catholic 
tradition calls the sanctifying gifts of the Spirit: wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear 
of the Lord.8 These are listed in Isaiah 11:1–3, a passage that 
foretells the Spirit-filled Messiah who was to come.9 Since 
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the Holy Spirit forms in Christians the character of Jesus 
the Messiah (see Romans 8:29), Catholic tradition holds that 
these gifts are given to every Christian through the sacraments 
of baptism and confirmation.10 Because of the strong empha-
sis on these seven, many Catholics are not aware that there 
are any other gifts of the Spirit. But Catholic teaching has 
never limited the Spirit’s gifts to these seven. Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, one of the greatest theologians in history, wrote a 
long treatise on the spiritual gifts in his Summa Theologica, 
in which he explains several of the gifts Paul lists in 1 Corin-
thians 12—including prophecy, tongues and miracles—and 
emphasizes their importance for evangelization.11

Even when Catholics acknowledge the existence of the 
1 Corinthians gifts, they may still think of them as very rare 
graces that we see in the lives of some great saints, but which 
ordinary folks should neither expect nor seek. This view is 
partly due to an imbalance that crept into theology over the 
centuries. Although charisms never disappeared from the life 
of the Catholic Church, for a long time they were neglected 
in both theology and practice.12 If theologians mentioned the 
spiritual gifts at all, they viewed them as private endowments, 
given by God for the benefit of the individual but not having 
any importance or value for the Church. Gifts like prophecy, 
visions, words of knowledge and healing were viewed as 
extraordinary mystical phenomena that occur only in the 
lives of unusually prayerful people. They were not seen as 
necessary to the life or mission of the Church.

But this was a category mistake. In fact, charisms are not 
gifts for personal spiritual enrichment, but for the building 
up of the Body of Christ. In theological terms, they do not 
belong primarily under the heading of mystical theology, 
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but rather of ecclesiology (understanding of the Church). 
As Catholic teaching has strongly reaffirmed since Vati-
can Council II, charisms are not only legitimate, but also 
structurally necessary to the Church. The Church has two 
complementary dimensions: the charismatic and the insti-
tutional. The charismatic is the Holy Spirit’s distribution 
of charisms among all the faithful, at His own initiative, 
and the institutional is the Church’s hierarchical leadership 
structure. As Pope John Paul II affirmed, these two dimen-
sions are “co-essential” to the very nature of the Church. 
Both are ways that the Holy Spirit is at work in the Church.13 
Neither Scripture nor the teaching of the Catholic Church 
gives any grounds for thinking that the spiritual gifts should 
be rare.

Is it spiritually dangerous to seek the gifts? (Mary)

Another source of misunderstanding is that many Catho-
lics have heard that seeking spiritual gifts is risky. Some may 
call to mind the warnings of saints and spiritual writers to 
be wary of supernatural manifestations since such mani-
festations might lead to pride, or we might be deceived by 
the devil, or we might begin to focus on experiences of God 
rather than God Himself. The sixteenth-century Carmelite 
monk Saint John of the Cross, for example, points out these 
dangers in his classic work The Ascent of  Mount Carmel.14 
These warnings contribute to a sense among Catholics that 
pursuing spiritual gifts is not quite safe.

There is a vast difference, however, between a caution 
against the misuse of God’s gifts and an outright rejection 
of those gifts. Ralph Martin, who has written and taught 
extensively on the spiritual masters of the Catholic tradition, 
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points out that it is a mistake to think Saint John rejects the 
spiritual gifts:

John is motivated not by a desire to “squelch” the charismatic 
gifts of the Spirit but to assure their authentic exercise. . . .

Does John of the Cross condemn the exercise of the 
charismatic gifts? No, he doesn’t. On the contrary, he gives 
much helpful advice about how they should be exercised so 
they effectively accomplish the purpose for which God gives  
them.15

John in fact reaffirms the biblical teaching that God gives 
these gifts so they may be used for the good of others.16 He 
describes two kinds of benefits of the gifts:

The temporal [benefit] includes healing the sick, restoring 
sight to the blind, raising the dead, expelling devils, proph-
esying the future so people may be careful, and other similar 
things. The spiritual and eternal benefit is the knowledge 
and love of God caused by these works either in those who 
perform them or in those in whom, or before whom, they 
are accomplished.17

At the same time, John cautions against using the gifts for any 
motives other than the glory of God and the good of souls. 
Our deepest concern, he says, must be whether the people we 
minister to are being converted to Christ and drawn to deeper 
union with Him. In giving these warnings, John is echoing 
Paul’s teaching in Scripture that the gifts have absolutely no 
value apart from love (see 1 Corinthians 13).

So is it dangerous to seek the gifts? Only if one is doing so 
for hidden motives of pride or personal gain. It is indeed pos-
sible to use the charisms and yet not be in right relationship 
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with God. Jesus warned that on the last day, “Many will say 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 
cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works 
in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness’” (Matthew 
7:22–23). On the other hand, because God gives the gifts so 
we can be conduits of His love for others, to choose not to 
seek the gifts can be a failure of love. Saint Paul exhorts us, 
“Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts” (1 Co-
rinthians 14:1).

What gifts are available to Christians today? (Randy)

From its inception, the Protestant movement was suspi-
cious of some of the gifts. The Lutherans and Calvinists 
believed that certain gifts had ceased, those being gifts of 
healings, working of miracles, tongues and interpretation 
of tongues. Prophecy was for all intents and purposes also 
denied, in that it was reinterpreted to mean simply preaching. 
This was the predominant Protestant view from 1517 until 
the birth of the Pentecostal movement in 1901.

In the mid-nineteenth century there was a major resurgence 
of healing within Protestantism, which continued among 
the Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist and Dutch Reformed 
churches. The key leaders of the Faith Cure movement came 
from these denominations. Healing became one of the most 
controversial subjects—if not the most controversial—among 
Protestant churches by the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century. Thus, healing was rediscovered within Protestant-
ism even prior to the birth of Pentecostalism. It was not so 
much the gift of healing that was emphasized, however, as 
it was God’s healing in response to prayers of faith of the 
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sick person, or the people or congregation praying for the 
sick person. Healing was connected to the promises of God 
and was possible without the gift of healing.

With the birth of Pentecostalism, the belief that God was 
restoring His gifts as they were in the apostolic age came 
into Protestantism. This view, continuationism, meaning the 
gifts are continuing in the Church, was a major departure 
from cessationism, meaning the gifts of healing, miracles, 
tongues, interpretation of tongues and prophecy had ceased. 
The division between cessationism and continuationism still 
exists among Protestant churches today; however, the num-
ber of continuationists is greatly surpassing cessationists 
outside Europe and North America. It has been estimated 
that approximately 80 percent of Protestant Christians in 
the majority world are continuationist.

A primary reason for sixteenth-century Protestants de-
veloping a cessationist position was the Reformation itself. 
Catholics were using the evidence of continued healings and 
miracles to argue against the legitimacy of the Protestant 
movement. In response, the Protestants tried to undercut 
this authority. Protestants, like Catholics, saw miracles as 
evidence of correct doctrine. The argument was that since 
miracles proved correct doctrine, and since Protestants be-
lieved some Catholic doctrines were inconsistent with the 
teaching of the Bible, then the miracles must be counterfeit. 
These early Protestants wanted to reduce the authority for 
doctrine to the Bible alone. Therefore, the gifts of healing 
and miracles no longer existed. Those gifts ended with the 
death of the apostles, or (in the view of some) with the can-
onization of the Bible (the finalizing of the list of books that 
belong in the Bible). These Protestants also believed there 
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were no longer any apostles or prophets in the Church after 
the death of the original twelve apostles and Paul.

Today, the continuationist camp, made up of Pentecostals, 
charismatics and third-wave evangelicals, has rejected this 
traditional Protestant view of the gifts. “Third wave” refers to 
evangelicals who historically had been cessationists, but who 
have now accepted the continuation of the gifts in the Church.

The problem with cessationism is that it fails to recog-
nize that miracles are not primarily to be used as evidence 
of correct doctrine. Instead, they are part and parcel of the 
Good News, the Gospel. Signs and wonders are to accom-
pany the proclamation of the Gospel (see Hebrews 2:4 and 
Mark 16:17–20, especially verse 20). As long as the Gospel 
is preached, therefore, signs and wonders and the gifts of the 
Spirit are to continue as well.

This is also very clear from 1 Corinthians 13:8–10, which 
teaches that the gifts will continue until “the perfect comes” 
(verse 10). Although some Protestants hold that the coming 
of “the perfect” refers to the completion of the New Testa-
ment, the great majority of biblical scholars hold that it refers 
to the Second Coming of Christ. This was the argument the 
Church used in the second century to refute the Montanists, 
who were claiming that after they died, the gift of prophecy 
would no longer continue. The Church refuted this with 
Paul’s statement that “when the perfect comes, the imperfect 
will pass away” (1 Corinthians 13:10 rsv), interpreting “the 
perfect comes” as the Second Coming of Jesus. Hence, the 
gifts were to continue until the Second Coming.

That signs and wonders, including gifts of healing and 
miracles, were to be part of the Gospel is clear from Jesus’ 
commissioning of His disciples:
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And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim 
the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. And these signs will accompany those who be-
lieve: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak 
in new tongues; they will pick up serpents with their hands; 
and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; 
they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Mark 16:15–18

Paul writes of “what Christ has accomplished through me 
in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and 
done—by the power of signs and wonders, through the power 
of the Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the way around 
to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ” 
(Romans 15:18–19 niv). It is most interesting to note that the 
word proclaimed does not appear in the Greek text, but is 
inserted by translators. Literally, Paul says, “I have fulfilled the 
gospel of Christ” (or “I have filled up the gospel of Christ”). 
Both Jesus and Paul connect the preaching of the Gospel to 
signs and wonders that include gifts of healing and deliverance.

When we look at the commissioning texts in the gospels, 
we see the central place given to healing and deliverance. Jesus 
“called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every dis-
ease and every affliction” (Matthew 10:1). He then contin-
ues the commission: “And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse lepers, cast out demons” (verses 7–8). The gospels of 
Mark and Luke report the same commissioning, including 
the commands to preach and to heal, which the disciples 
faithfully carried out (see Mark 6:7, 12–13; Luke 9:1–2, 6).
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As we mentioned in the introduction, Luke not only gives 
us the commissioning of the twelve, but also the commis-
sioning of the seventy (or seventy-two):

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent 
them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and 
place where he himself was about to go. And he said to them, 
“. . . Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of 
God has come near to you.’”

Luke 10:1–2, 9

These two commissionings, of the twelve and of the seventy-
two, help us understand how we are to interpret the Great 
Commission in Matthew:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18–20 (niv, emphasis added)

The first half of this passage has been better observed and 
obeyed by the Church than its second half. We have been 
better at evangelizing and baptizing than we have been at 
disciple making by teaching people to obey everything Jesus 
commanded the twelve. When we look at the commission-
ing of the twelve and the seventy-two, we note that Jesus 
commands them to heal and cast out demons. Somehow 
the Church over the years downplayed these priorities of 
the commissionings and neglected Jesus’ instructions about 
signs and wonders effected through the gifts of the Spirit.
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Were the gifts legendary embellishments? (Randy)

The duration of the gifts has not been the only point of 
controversy among Protestants. As mentioned already, many 
Protestants believe the gifts were real and operated through 
supernatural enablement, but they also believe that after the 
New Testament age, the supernatural aspect disappeared. 
Liberal biblical scholars, however, deny the biblical accounts 
of the supernatural altogether. The liberal Protestant world-
view does not allow for any supernatural intervention of 
God, so they deny the gifts as well as the literal virgin birth, 
the resurrection of Jesus and His Second Coming. Liberals 
interpret these as either explainable by naturalistic means or 
as having no historical basis at all—that is, they never hap-
pened. Instead, they are seen as myths or legends written to 
express the early Christians’ theology.

As recent biblical scholarship has shown, the idea that 
the signs and wonders recorded in the New Testament were 
legendary embellishments or myth is not based on histori-
cal evidence, but rather on a bias among scholars against 
the supernatural. The best biblical scholarship backs up 
what Christians have always believed: that these were real 
historical events and actions on the part of the Christians. 
An abundance of evidence shows that they then continued 
throughout the history of the Church.

Are the gifts supernatural or natural? (Randy)

Fundamentalists, conservative evangelicals, and of course 
Pentecostals and charismatics believe in the supernatural 
nature of the signs and wonders, gifts of the Spirit, miracles 
and healings recorded in the Bible. But when it comes to the 
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operation of the gifts today, there is disagreement regarding 
three gifts in particular: prophecy, word of knowledge and 
word of wisdom. Pentecostals and charismatics understand 
these gifts in a more supernatural manner, while other Prot-
estants, both fundamentalists and liberals, understand them 
in a more naturalistic manner.

Fundamentalists and liberals interpret the gift of prophecy 
to refer to preaching or teaching. New Testament usage, 
however, shows that there is a distinction between proph-
ecy, on the one hand, and preaching and teaching, on the 
other. Both preaching and teaching usually involve a prepared 
and planned message (see Acts 5:42; 1 Timothy 4:13; 5:17), 
whereas prophecy involves a spontaneous word spoken under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 19:6, 21:9–11; 
1 Corinthians 14:29–32). There is no basis for thinking that 
this distinction has disappeared. To prophesy is to give a mes-
sage to a person or group that will comfort, build up, warn 
or encourage the them. But this message is not based on a 
natural ability. No, prophecy is more. It may include bring-
ing the message to someone who, in the natural, you did not 
realize needed to be encouraged, edified or comforted. Or it 
may be a message that has a supernatural ability to convey 
exactly what the person needs to hear. It is also possible for 
a prophecy to be directive or predictive.

Liberal Protestants, however, reject the possibility of pre-
dictive prophecy. Fundamentalists inconsistently believe that 
biblical prophecy can be predictive, but that prophecy ex-
ercised in the Church after the New Testament period no 
longer has this predictive element.

The gift of the word of knowledge is often interpreted in 
a similar way. For non-Pentecostals and non-charismatics, 
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the word of knowledge refers to the ability to understand 
Christian doctrine, apply the principles of the Bible to the 
problems of daily life, teach the Christian faith and interpret 
the Bible. This interpretation leans much more on natural 
ability than on supernatural ability. It depends on human 
learning and intelligence rather than on God’s grace giving 
people access to information they could not have known 
naturally. But the New Testament records many instances 
of Christians having access to such supernatural knowledge 
(see Acts 5:3; 9:8–12; 14:9–10; 1 Corinthians 14:24–25), by 
which God reveals His will in a particular setting or a spe-
cific condition that He desires to heal. This knowledge then 
causes a greater measure of faith to be manifest, which in 
turn releases gifts of power—healings and the working of 
miracles.

The gift of word of wisdom has likewise been interpreted 
as wisdom gained through experience and knowledge, rather 
than divine wisdom given supernaturally in the moment. For 
Pentecostals and charismatics, on the other hand, the word 
of wisdom is a supernatural leading of the Holy Spirit that 
gives a person wisdom in making decisions.

Having said this, it is important to understand the empha-
sis that must be placed on being immersed in the Word in 
order to exercise prophecy and other revelatory gifts. Those 
who consider themselves prophets (as opposed to prophesy-
ing only occasionally) must be deeply grounded in the Bible, 
which is the measure by which prophecies should be weighed. 
It is the source book for understanding the mind and ways 
of God. The Bible often provides language that the Holy 
Spirit can use to bring forth a “now” word for a person or 
group in the present.
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How many gifts can a person have? (Randy)

Within Protestantism the teaching that each Christian has 
only one gift is quite popular. Each believer is to discover 
what his or her gift is and utilize it for the benefit of the local 
church. There is also a tendency for much of Protestantism 
to focus on the gifts of Romans 12 rather than the gifts of 
1 Corinthians 12. Yet these two lists of gifts are not mutually 
exclusive, but complementary.

The problem with the idea that every Christian has only 
one gift is that the Bible teaches that Christians can oper-
ate in more than one of the gifts. Perhaps it is because of 
the focus on Romans 12 instead of 1 Corinthians 12 that 
the wrong emphasis has developed. In the popular New 
International Version, Romans 12:6 speaks of “your gift.” 
The Greek does not say this, however, and it is not in most 
translations. In the same version, there are other verses that 
speak of the possibility of a Christian having more than 
one gift. For example, Paul says, “But earnestly desire the 
higher gifts,” and also, “Pursue love, and earnestly desire 
the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy” (1 Co-
rinthians 12:31; 14:1). These two verses state that we are to 
desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. This indicates 
that although God gives the gifts as He wills, we can receive 
them through earnestly desiring them. Paul also tells the Co-
rinthians that he would like for them all to speak in tongues 
and to desire to interpret tongues (see 1 Corinthians 14:5, 
13). This again indicates the possibility of having more than 
one gift.

When I first was exposed to the operation of the gifts of 
the Spirit in an experiential way, I was talking with my wife, 
DeAnne, and a couple of our close friends and leaders in 
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the Baptist church I was pastoring. We were talking about 
what gift we would like to have. We each named the gift we 
would like to move in. When we came to my wife, DeAnne 
said, “I want them all.” Biblically speaking, she intuitively 
was more correct than the rest of us, who were still in the 
old paradigm of having only one gift.

It is also important to realize that sometimes it is when 
the gifts are operating together that they have the greatest 
impact. For example, the gifts of word of knowledge and 
healing often work together, causing more healings to occur. 
The gift of faith works with the gift of working of miracles. 
The gift of prophecy works with the gift of discerning of 
spirits. The gift of tongues works with the gift of interpreta-
tion of tongues. And the gift of word of wisdom can work 
with any of these gifts.

Does operating in gifts require baptism in the Spirit? 
(Randy)

Among Protestants who do believe that gifts of the Spirit 
are still operative in our time, there are three main views. 
First, some hold the view that the gifts do not become op-
erative in a Christian’s life until after baptism in the Holy 
Spirit (see chapter 4 for an explanation of baptism in the 
Spirit). Second, some hold that the gifts are made available 
to every Christian at the moment of regeneration; that is, 
new birth in Christ, which (for this group) is the same time 
that one is baptized in the Holy Spirit. Third, some hold 
that an individual can have access to and move in the gifts 
of the Spirit prior to the baptism in the Spirit, which is usu-
ally subsequent to regeneration, but that the baptism in the 
Spirit heightens or intensifies the gifts. This latter position 
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was my experience, and I believe it has the greatest number 
of biblical texts to support it. It is not the only position, 
however. There are also biblical texts, though not as many, 
supporting the view of the baptism of the Spirit occurring 
simultaneously with regeneration.

How, then, do we answer the question, “Do you have to be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit in order to operate in the gifts?” 
The answer is no. One can move in the gifts of the Spirit 
from the moment of regeneration. It is a fact that from that 
moment, the Holy Spirit is in the believer: “If anyone does 
not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ” 
(Romans 8:9). Paul clearly states that Christians have the 
Spirit of Christ. If the Spirit is within us, then the potential 
of moving in His gifts is also within us. At the same time, it 
is true that there is a difference between the life of the Spirit 
in us in regeneration, and the power of the Spirit coming 
upon us in the baptism in the Spirit. With the baptism in 
the Spirit, or even a subsequent baptism in the Spirit—I do 
believe it is a repeatable experience—there is a greater anoint-
ing for moving in the gifts of the Spirit. And sometimes the 
baptism in the Spirit is the occasion for an impartation of a  
new gift.

There are many people who have received with an impar-
tation of the Holy Spirit a gift or gifts that caused them to 
step into a powerful new realm of the activity of the Spirit. 
This experience enables them to see many more words of 
knowledge, healings and miracles. For others, it is the re-
lease of a greater gift of prophecy, and for still others the 
discerning of spirits. For some, it is tongues and interpreta-
tion of tongues; for others there is a release into all these  
gifts.
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Mighty Deeds in Jesus’ Name (Randy)

I know three people who, as a result of their impartation 
of greater gifts, have each led over a million people to Jesus 
through their ministries: Heidi Baker in Mozambique, Henry 
Madava in Ukraine and Leif Hetland in the Middle East.18 
That is amazing! Three people touched by the Holy Spirit 
led three million people to Jesus, and through Him to the 
Father. Three million people found God.19

The amazing thing is that these mighty deeds are being 
done in Jesus’ name, regardless of whether the person is 
Catholic, Episcopalian, Lutheran, Baptist, Pentecostal, char-
ismatic, Nazarene or any other Christian denomination. 
According to the Bible, God is looking for people through 
whom He can show Himself strong (see 2 Chronicles 16:9 
nkjv). God is looking for people through whom He will 
answer Jesus’ prayer in John 15:8—people who will bring 
the Father glory by bearing supernatural fruit done by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Though it is true that there are many God-loving Chris-
tians who do not know or believe that operating in the super-
natural gifts is possible today, the good news is that the good 
news is spreading about who we are in Christ and what we 
can do in His name. The number of Christians in the world 
who believe in and experience the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
has seen explosive growth in the last century, especially in 
the last half century.

I long to see all God’s children prophesying. I long to 
see the heartbeat of Christians resounding to the motto of 
the Moravians, that greatest of all missionary groups of 
eighteenth-century Protestants: “To win for the Lamb who 
was slain the rewards of his suffering!” Those rewards are not 
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limited to salvation, but extend to healing and deliverance, 
miracles, and signs and wonders. Primarily through these 
God has confirmed the preaching of His Gospel. The Gospel 
of the Kingdom is the Gospel that the New Covenant has 
come. It was ratified by Jesus’ blood shed at the cross, but it 
was enacted on the Day of Pentecost, with the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Church. It continues to be Good 
News because of the power of God’s grace made available 
to all through the gifts of the Spirit.
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