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In Memory of  . . .

A nameless teenage girl and those like her who saw fit 
to pass on the history of  God’s faithfulness. May the 

legacy of  devotion to Christ of  the previous generation 
forever influence our personal and national destinies.
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Foreword

God graces you  to meet certain people about whom you 
realize immediately that there is something very special. Will 
Ford is such a person. To be able to call Will a spiritual son of 
mine is one of the greatest privileges of my life thus far. I have 
taught at conferences with Will, driven across the country with 
him, walked the halls of Congress alongside him, fought next 
to him on the spiritual battlefield of prayer, housed him in my 
home and been in his home. I can tell you firsthand, he is the 
real deal!

It came as no surprise to me, then, when God began to pro-
mote him. Will is in such high demand that now he can barely 
walk the delicate balance of maintaining his business while si-
multaneously fulfilling his ever-increasing speaking schedule. I 
can assure you that the breadth of his influence is just beginning.

One Webster’s dictionary defines influence as “the power or 
capacity of causing an effect in indirect or intangible ways.” 
The effects of Will’s life are already great, but they are nothing 
compared to what God has in store for him.
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When Will began sharing with me the revelation God was 
giving him about influence, I knew immediately it would become 
a book. The material was far too rich and insightful not to be 
shared with a broader audience. You now have the privilege 
of partaking in this important and helpful information. The 
journey will be a pleasurable and fulfilling one!

We are living in a day when unusual favor from God is about 
to be released to those who have been faithful in the small 
things. It is a Daniel 7:22 season, following the enemy’s war 
with the saints, “until the Ancient of Days came and judgment 
was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the 
time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom” 
(nasb). The saints of the Highest One are about to experience 
this heaven-decreed favor. This will result in broad spheres of 
influence through which millions of people will be affected 
for God.

On December 17, 1944, as a blizzard was raging in the Ardennes, 
General George S. Patton Jr. called on the Third Army chaplain, 
Colonel James H. O’Neill, to write a prayer for good weather. 
“See if we can’t get God to work on our side,” said the general.

“Sir, it’s going to take a pretty thick rug for that kind of pray-
ing,” responded the chaplain.

“I don’t care if  it takes a flying carpet,” answered Patton 
in his blunt, no-nonsense manner. “I want the praying done.”

The prayer was written, printed and distributed to every sol-
dier in the Third Army.

Colonel Paul D. Harkins, who annotated Patton’s memoir 
War as I Knew It (Bantam, 1980), wrote that on December 23, 
the day after the prayer was offered, “The weather cleared and 
remained perfect for about six days. Long enough to allow the 
Allies to break the backbone of the German offensive and turn 
a temporary setback for the Allies into a crushing defeat for 
the enemy.”
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Patton later said, “That O’Neill sure did some potent pray-
ing. Get him up here. I want to pin a medal on him.” Chaplain 
O’Neill, the “prayer warrior,” was given the Bronze Star.

In this hour, God is offering us favor to turn temporary set-
backs into crushing defeats of the enemy.

Much is being said currently about the “saints movement” 
or “marketplace/workplace ministry.” These phrases refer to 
taking God out from the four walls we call the church and out 
from behind the pulpit where He is preached once or twice a 
week. It is time for us to stop only “going to” church and start 
“being” the Church—taking Jesus into the real world every day 
of every week. For those who will begin to do this, the favor of 
heaven and the ability to influence many are waiting.

Read this book and digest its truths. Then do them. The eyes 
of the Lord are roaming back and forth throughout the earth, 
looking for those whose hearts are completely His, so He can 
show Himself strong in their behalf (see 2 Chronicles 16:9).

Are you one of those He is looking for? I hope so!

Dutch Sheets, bestselling author and  
international speaker; former executive director,  

Christ For The Nations Institute, Dallas
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1

In the Grip of Heaven

The stench is unbelievable.  You quickly cover your mouth 
and nose, but it is still hard not to stare. The slab that was once 
an inviting pink color is now a slimy gray, crawling with mag-
gots and buzzing with flies. Part of you feels a responsibility to 
at least throw it in the nearby Dumpster, but mostly you just 
want to get away from it as quickly as possible. Yuck!

Maybe you have never encountered a piece of rotten meat left 
in the elements for days on end. But this disgusting spectacle 
exactly describes the spiritual state of a culture when the Church 
does not fulfill her role as the “salt of the earth” (Matthew 
5:13). Abdicating our responsibility of preserving the customs, 
institutions and general moral conscience that prevent a society 
from decaying will leave the culture to rot all around us. At times 
the Church stares in sickened fascination at what is decaying, 
longing for the Rapture, as God—and even creation—longs 
for our Savior to be manifest on the earth through us. “The 
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creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be 
revealed” (Romans 8:19).

The Church, particularly in America, is far more affluent than 
it has ever been in history. Yet our influence in the culture at large 
is much less than what it has been in the past and a shadow of 
what it could be. The tide, however, is turning. Divine favor is 
opening doors for individual Christians and entire ministries 
everywhere. Nevertheless, if  we do not properly understand 
influence, we will not utilize this favor in the right way. This 
book, as you might have guessed, is about moving the Church 
from favor in society to its rightful place of influence. As you 
read, you will embark upon a journey that will radically trans-
form your prayer life and revolutionize your walk with God. 
You were created for influence!

God led me on this discovery in a most unusual way.

A Divine Message

Have you ever awakened from a dream that changed your en-
tire outlook on life? As strange as it might seem, God actually 
used dreams throughout the Bible to sidestep the limited human 
mind and speak directly to the heart of His servants (see Job 
33:14–18). Sure, most of us will have dozens of “pizza dreams” 
for every “God dream” we experience, but that should not stop 
us from being open to what the Lord may have for us in these 
special encounters.

I had one of these encounters myself in 2003. In the dream, 
my spiritual father Dutch Sheets said, “You know, Will, God 
is teaching me a lot through this study on Ahithophel [pro-
nounced uh-hith-uh-fel].” When I awoke, I said to myself, 
Ahitho-what? Ahitho-who? I had never heard this name before. 
I shrugged off the experience as a “pizza dream” and went 
about my business.
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Several months later, during a time of prayer, I opened my 
Bible to 2 Samuel 15 and stumbled upon the name Ahithophel! 
It is actually in the Bible! I thought. Stunned, I upgraded the 
event from months earlier to a “God dream.” I knew that Father 
God was about to teach me something very important through 
this man’s life and story. I never dreamed, however, that this 
revelation would

 1. change how I pray for the nations and governmental au-
thorities (see 1 Timothy 2:1–2);

 2. deepen my understanding of spiritual warfare and its effect 
on society (see 2 Corinthians 10:3–5);

 3. increase my desire and gratitude for an intimate relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, our King;

 4. change how I see workplace and societal involvement.

As you read this book, I believe the same thing will happen 
to you. There are many things we do not understand about the 
unseen forces at work in our lives and in the world. Though 
the Bible is silent about some that we were never meant to 
worry about, God clues us in to forces and principles in this 
political drama that we must understand if  we are to pray ef-
fectively and regain the influence God intends for us to have 
in the world.

In response to God’s prompting in my dream, I began to 
study 2 Samuel 15–19—a story of betrayal, as prideful Absalom 
attempts to usurp the throne of his father, King David, by win-
ning the hearts of the Israelites and then defeating him militarily. 
Absalom, having already stolen the hearts of many away from 
David by working gradually but powerfully at the city gates 
(see 2 Samuel 15:1–6), sees the need for Ahithophel’s counsel to 
thrust him to the next level: Israel’s throne. Once a trusted mem-
ber of David’s inner circle (see 1 Chronicles 27:33), Ahithophel 
betrays David by becoming Absalom’s advisor. Fortunate for 
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me, Ahithophel’s name was only mentioned in my dream; he 
and Absalom were probably David’s worst nightmare! Before 
America endured her Watergate crisis, Israel had her “Absalom-
Gate” scandal!

Ahithophel is a brilliant strategist and political spin doctor. 
As you will see, however, his strategies reveal the powerful sway 
of the kingdom of darkness. How does King David survive 
this assassination attempt against his character and, literally, 
against his life? What makes him one of Israel’s most godly 
influential leaders? What does this story teach us about biblical 
influence? As you observe the seen and unseen forces collid-
ing in this story, you will understand how prayer and godly 
influence, properly wielded, can shape your future and turn 
a nation.

The Clash of Two Kingdoms

We must first see the vital importance of the two invisible king-
doms: the Kingdom of light (God) and the kingdom of dark-
ness (Satan). Our rational minds sometimes overlook the fact 
that the story of the Bible is about an unseen God we accept 
by faith, angels and demons that are not visible to the naked 
eye and the forces of two kingdoms that influence the visible 
world in which we live. The unseen realm of the spirit, though 
we cannot see it, not only is real and active but has the ability 
to influence our motives and behaviors. Much of what happens 
on earth is affected by it, though most people, including Chris-
tians, give little credence to it.

We know that physical forces can be seen or unseen. If some-
one pushes you into the mud, for example, it is easy for a specta-
tor to understand what just happened. But if your foot catches 
on a small crack in the sidewalk and gravity takes over, observers 
may think you fell over for no apparent reason. Just as the laws of 
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physics govern the physical world, the laws of influence govern 
the spiritual world of human events. You see, sometimes unseen 
forces push our decisions and actions over the edge. Such was 
the case with Ahithophel.

Though Ahithophel is not a hero in this story, God used his 
role to help me understand the importance of maintaining a pure 
heart so that the right influence operates through us. What do 
I mean? Though it is not explicitly stated, a bitter heart might 
be the reason Ahithophel betrays King David. Their friendship 
and political relationship could have been strained because of 
David’s adulterous relationship with Bathsheba. As the familiar 
story goes, not only does David get Bathsheba pregnant, but to 
cover it up, he arranges for her husband’s death in battle and 
then marries her. (What a mess!)

As you probably recall, this is later exposed by the prophet 
Nathan, with the result that David repents and is forgiven by 
God (see 2 Samuel 12:1–14). By the time Absalom plans his 
coup attempt, many years have passed, but sometimes you never 
know who gets touched by the ripple effects of your sin. Why 
do I say this? Well, it turns out that Ahithophel is Bathsheba’s 
grandfather (see 2 Samuel 11:3; 23:34). What a drama. Who 
needs TV when you have the Bible?

Now that we know more about Ahithophel’s background, 
let’s observe a vital part of this crafty plan carried out by Ab-
salom and his followers. Watch as a simple celebration is ma-
nipulated into a euphoric victory parade.

Then Absalom sent secret messengers throughout the tribes of 
Israel to say, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, 
then say, ‘Absalom is king in Hebron.’” Two hundred men from 
Jerusalem had accompanied Absalom. They had been invited 
as guests and went quite innocently, knowing nothing about 
the matter. While Absalom was offering sacrifices, he also sent 
for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, to come from 
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Giloh, his hometown. And so the conspiracy gained strength, 
and Absalom’s following kept on increasing.

2 Samuel 15:10–12 (emphasis added)

How clever! This most ingenious plan created the perception 
of a rising public demand for Absalom to take the throne. The 
two hundred people were important for Absalom’s image. What 
if they were some of the most well-respected people in Israel? 
Imagine sly Absalom walking with your

• most respected politician
• adored actor
• beloved teacher
• favorite coach or athlete
• godly mentor, father or pastor

If the people you most respect are walking innocently with 
Absalom, in the midst of this adulation with blowing trumpets, 
you could be swept in also. These A-list guests, unknowingly, 
are lending their credibility to the scheme. This key strategy 
is important. Listen, Ahithophel and Absalom know that the 
sight of these esteemed men walking with them will influence 
David’s supporters and power base to follow Absalom instead. 
Combined with Absalom’s clandestine supporters, they are able 
to generate enough momentum to sweep up the “regular folks” 
who have no idea what is going on. Using the laws of influence, 
this strategy gives just the right thrust. It pushes the idea of 
Absalom’s rule over the edge onto David’s throne. As if a poll 
has been taken, it is reported to David that “the hearts of the 
men of Israel are with Absalom” (2 Samuel 15:13).

As Malcolm Gladwell, author of the bestseller The Tipping 
Point, might say, Absalom reaches the “tipping point” of epi-
demic popularity. Though the chants are about Hebron, everyone 
knows it is a mere pit stop on his way to take his father’s palace. 
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The plan works, and the collective mind of Israel is poisoned 
concerning King David’s ability to reign. Mind you, we are 
talking about David, one of the greatest leaders in Israel’s his-
tory. Entangled in a mess, his credibility shot, David has to flee 
Israel to save his life (see 2 Samuel 15:14). To say that David’s 
approval ratings are at an all-time low is an understatement.

What an incredibly diabolical scheme! Absalom knows 
Ahitho phel is one of the most important people to make this 
plan work. Though his motives for betrayal are not clearly re-
vealed in Scripture, Ahithophel’s advice definitely conveys the 
influence of dark forces.

Ahithophel’s advice was once considered “like that of one 
who inquires of God” (2 Samuel 16:23), but now his counsel 
reflects the kingdom of darkness. This is revealed in his sinful 
and utterly depraved advice, as he convinces Absalom to have 
sex with his father’s concubines, supposedly to strengthen his 
coalition (see 2 Samuel 16:21–22). How sick! He then devises 
a clever plan to assassinate David in a manner that would ac-
tually increase Absalom’s following (see 2 Samuel 17:1–4). At 
this point, if a movie were made of Ahithophel’s life, the title 
would be not The Oracle of  God but rather The Devil’s Advo-
cate. The demonic grip of unseen hands definitely pushes him 
over the edge.

I thought I understood influence, until God prompted me to 
dig more after reading this story.

The Power of Influence

I always thought of influence as a verb describing how the 
credibility, weight or importance of someone affected people, 
situations and decisions. I did not realize that influence is first 
defined in Webster’s dictionary as a noun conveying something 
substantive and tangible. Also, did you know that influence and 
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influenza are related words? Until doing this study, I was not 
aware of this. We will explore other aspects and definitions of 

these words in the following chapters. 
But first of all, we need to know that 
influence conveys the ability to sway 
others’ thinking and actions, as well 
as the interrelated cause and effect of 
people or events (seen or unseen) upon 
each other. The power of influence is in 
its subtlety, because many times we are 
affected by it without our knowledge 
of what is happening. As you can see, 
these dynamics are manifested in the 

strategy adopted by Absalom and Ahithophel; an epidemic, 
flulike mass persuasion turned Israel against David.

What does God’s Word say about influence? Although the 
word influence itself rarely appears in the Bible, the concept of 
influence is certainly pervasive in Scripture. One of the Hebrew 
words that does appear in the Old Testament and is translated 
as “influence” is from the Hebrew root word yad, which means 
“hand.” This makes sense, because people who are under the 
influence of something or someone are gripped or captivated. 
Sometimes they even succumb to foreign control. This transla-
tion also conveys how influence, like an unseen hand, not only 
grips but also fashions, shapes and exercises control by moving 
a person or turning a situation. (See Daniel 8:25, where the King 
James Version translates yad literally as “hand,” while other 
versions translate the word as “influence,” “power,” “agency” 
or “means.”)

This works not only negatively but also positively. The good 
news is that through prayer and godliness, we can influence the 
invisible realm and partner with God to shape history on earth. 
As citizens of the Kingdom of light, we have influence, too, and 

The power of 
influence is in its 
subtlety, because 

many times we are 
affected by it without 

our knowledge of 
what is happening.
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it is more powerful. Every Christian wants to experience the 
benefits of God’s salvation and the fullness of His blessing, and 
becoming aware of how to avoid and defeat the enemy’s influence 
will help. As we will see, King David had a great understanding 
of this realm of influence in prayer. David’s heart was in God’s 
grip, and His hand influenced David’s destiny. That is what I 
want—don’t you?

Let’s see how God’s hand turned this situation and made a 
way out of no way for David.

In the Grip of Heaven

David does not discount the significance of influence in the 
temporary, visible realm. Knowing its importance, he takes 
Ahithophel’s gift and ability seriously and prays specifically 
for God to counteract his advice. “O Lord, turn Ahithophel’s 
counsel into foolishness” (2 Samuel 15:31). Shortly after, David 
meets his trusted counselor Hushai, who rushes to David’s side 
as the nation stands on the brink of civil war. David takes the 
opportunity not to receive comfort but to send Hushai out, in a 
sense, like a CIA covert operative. Hushai, David’s secret agent, 
pretends to align himself with Absalom and is actually able to 
undermine the counsel of Ahithophel.

When Hushai appears before Absalom, he is miraculously 
granted favor with the usurper. Instead of suspecting him, the 
men of Israel accept his counsel instead of Ahithophel’s. “Ab-
salom and all the men of Israel said, ‘The advice of Hushai the 
Arkite is better than that of Ahithophel’” (2 Samuel 17:14). 
David’s enemies become his footstool on earth because the in-
fluence shifts in the unseen heavens. Powerful!

If Absalom follows Ahithophel’s advice, he ultimately will 
triumph. Instead, David’s outnumbered warriors are miracu-
lously granted supernatural victory (we will discuss this more 
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in the next chapter). David keeps his throne, and Absalom is 
killed in battle, after being found in a bizarre predicament. 
The Bible says that as Absalom rides his mule under the thick 
branches of an oak tree, his head gets caught in the tree, and 
his body becomes suspended, “hanging between heaven and 
earth” (2 Samuel 18:9 nasb).

From the way the passage reads, we are actually clued in to 
the unseen battle. Ironically, the evil head or dark source of Ab-
salom’s influence is just as bound in the invisible realm. Because 
David grips the heart of God in prayer, God, by His hand (yad), 
grips David’s enemies—and what is bound in heaven is bound 
on earth (see Matthew 16:19). Prideful Absalom is “caught 
up” by his own web of deception, hype and Satan’s influence. 
Ahithophel is so certain now that the rebellion will fail and 
he will be found guilty of treason that he hangs himself when 
he realizes Absalom and his men are going to follow Hushai’s 
counsel rather than his (see 2 Samuel 17:23).

You see, when the Kingdom of God begins to manifest its 
dominion, everything begins to unravel in this situation. As a 
result, the devil can do nothing more for his pawns Absalom 
and Ahithophel. Being the betrayer he is, therefore, Satan does 
what he always does: He leaves them hanging!

There are a million reasons David’s plan should not have 
worked. Why would Absalom disregard the advice of one of 
the most renowned counselors in the land in favor of some-
one else’s advice? Why was everyone not skeptical of Hushai’s 
motivations? The answer is that David understood influence 
from both kingdoms, and he knew how to pray. “The Lord 
had determined to frustrate the good advice of Ahithophel in 
order to bring disaster on Absalom” (2 Samuel 17:14). Wow! 
David’s prayer released on the earth precisely what the Lord had 
intended to happen. King David shows us that if you under-
stand the unseen influences at work in the earth, you can shut 
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the door to their effect by appealing to the King of heaven and 
earth (see Isaiah 22:22).

We see that at the end of the day, it was not the opinions of 
men that mattered but rather God’s opinion. You can have the 
best publicist or know the most brilliant strategist, but know-
ing God trumps it all. I am not against marketing strategies 
and the like when they are used in the right context and with 
the right motivation, but I do want you to know there is an-
other “tipping point”: when the prayer bowls in heaven reach 
their tipping point as God releases His influence in answer 
to our prayers (see Revelation 5:8; 8:3–5). Though Absalom 
and Ahithophel knew how to create fly-by-night trends and 
manipulate public opinion, it did not matter in the end. You 
see, Absalom and Ahithophel knew how to hype the masses, 
steal credibility and partner with men, but David knew how 
to partner with God.

Absalom’s strategy worked so well that one of David’s en-
emies felt emboldened enough to curse him openly and even 
threw rocks at him and showered him with dust (see 2 Samuel 
16:5–13). But after God’s man prevailed in prayer, this same 
antagonist apologized to David as he returned to Jerusalem 
(see 2 Samuel 19:16–23). The man basically represents the fair 
weather populace that hails you when you are up and nails you 
when you are down. You see, though public opinion had swayed 
against David, when the dust settled, the rocks were dropped and 
the cursing stopped because God made sure David remained king 
of Israel. David forgave the man, and the Lord, who sits in the 
heavens, probably laughed and wondered, “Why do the nations 
conspire and the peoples plot in vain?” (Psalm 2:1). God’s will 
for David’s destiny mattered more than the opinions of men, 
and it ultimately prevailed. David’s destiny was influenced by 
the King of heaven and earth. From David, we learn that if you 
can grip the heart of God in prayer, God will grip your enemies.
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Untangled from Satan’s Influence

I want to take a moment to point out an important parallel 
here. King David, as a father, desired to share the kingdom 
with his son Absalom. He wept over Absalom’s death, despite 
his betrayal, and said that he wished he could have died instead 
of his son (see 2 Samuel 18:33). This is exactly what God the 
Father provided for us. Seeing us tangled up in our sins and 
serving the kingdom of darkness, Christ did what King David 
could not do: He took our place. By sending His Son to die on 
the cross, God made it possible for us to be redeemed from the 
influence of the enemy’s power. Jesus took our punishment of 
death, which gave us eternal life. By His resurrection power, He 
desires to grip your heart with His unconditional love. You see, 
the devil is a betrayer, but God will never leave you or forsake 
you (see Hebrews 13:5). Jesus is the Head of the Church, and 
of the increase (and influence) of His authority there shall be 
no end (see Isaiah 9:7).

Like David, have you ever had your reputation tarnished, been 
betrayed by others or gotten innocently entangled in a mess? 
If not, keep living—it will happen! I can attest, though, that if 
you faithfully stand with God in prayer, when the dust settles, 
you will be standing in your destiny. The principles I learned in 
this story helped me understand how to apply these concepts 
in my own life. They also helped me understand the dynamics 
of how God brought me out when I was entangled in a mess, 
much like David.

Many years ago, I was in a business situation where I was 
being forced to pay a great sum of money that I did not owe. A 
business relationship was destroyed when some twisted advice 
poisoned the minds of this company’s executives concerning 
me. Influenced by their own “Ahithophels,” this company was 
pressuring me with legal threats. Because of their influence, my 

_Ford_CreatedInfluence_NS_wo.indd   28 5/22/14   4:22 PM

William L. Ford III, Created for Influence
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2007, 2014. Used by permission.



 In the Grip of Heaven

i 29 I

reputation was tarnished with this company, and to make mat-
ters worse, they knew I did not owe the money but that I could 
not prove otherwise. These “advisors” had enormous favor and 
clout, and suddenly I did not. Legally, I was in a serious bind. 
I could not prove I did not owe the money due to poor record 
keeping, the details of which would take too long to explain. 
Suffice it to say, I was caught up in a web of deception. It was 
a situation where I had all the responsibility and no authority, 
or so it seemed.

Depressed and fighting back the suicidal thoughts and sce-
narios the enemy was throwing at me, I forced myself into a 
midweek revival service at a local church. Discouraged and de-
pressed beyond description, I sat down, feeling all alone, fighting 
to last through praise and worship. But when the speaker came 
forward to speak, something unusual happened.

The evangelist walked to the pulpit, and before he spoke, 
he peered over the crowd of some fifteen hundred people and 
made eye contact with me in the middle of the audience. He 
then leaped forward from the platform and began walking 
briskly toward me without breaking eye contact. This was 
long before I did public ministry, and we did not know each 
other. I wondered, Is he coming toward me? About that time, 
a woman sitting in front of me stood up and threw up her 
hands, thinking he was coming to pray for her. He politely 
moved her out of the way, however, and said, “I’m sorry, but 
not you, ma’am. You, sir, step out in the aisle.” He then laid 
hands on me and prayed.

I felt Christ’s love coursing through me in a powerful way. 
With tears of joy streaming down my face, I asked the Lord 
why He had the evangelist single me out of the crowd. I will 
never forget His response. He said, William, I will part a Red 
Sea to make a way for you, and I will part a crowd of  people to 
let you know how much I love you. That night my nightmare 
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of depression, suicide and despair was broken. The moment I 
heard this, I knew that God was making a way out of no way 
for me. I have never felt that sense of hopelessness or struggled 
with suicide again.

With the newfound faith and assurance God had given me 
regarding this matter, I found that I did have authority over 
this situation—in prayer! I realized my battle was not against 
a large company but against the powers of darkness, and these 
people were pawns in a spiritual battle. Under the influence of 
God’s loving assurance that He was with me, God began to 
show me key prayer strategies and how to partner with Him and 
take authority over this unjust circumstance. This was nothing 
that happened overnight; I had to stand in prayer for months 
while making myself vulnerable to intense scrutiny. But what 
did God do?

Eventually the company was scrutinized, investigated, audited 
and exposed for corruption. They later went out of business, 
and my so-called debt was canceled. God made a way out of 
no way for me. Did I pray for this company to shut down? No. 
But because God showed me key strategies for praying into this 
situation, what was bound in heaven eventually was bound on 
earth. The influence of the enemy was cut off, and when all 
the dust settled, I was still standing in the middle of God’s will 
for my life.

Shaping Nations in Prayer

Is it not awesome to know that popularity and the fickle opin-
ions of people do not matter? God is the author of your destiny, 
and He will give you, as He did David, the special insight into 
temporary circumstances to know how to pray. He will show you 
what is going on in the unseen realm if you are willing to draw 
near to Him as David did. This applies not only to individuals 
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but also to nations. In the end, newspaper headlines only track 
temporary fads. The real question is whether or not the Church 
will draw close enough to God in prayer to rise to her rightful 
place of influence on the earth.

Just as with King David, God has a plan for our personal 
and national destinies that will prevail through us if we will 
stand the trial of faithful prayer. Isn’t it a great encouragement 
to know that your heart and destiny are in God’s grip? He will 
shape the destiny of loved ones, families, cities and even nations 
through your intimacy with Him in prayer.

As I have taught this message across the nation, people have 
asked me, “Is favor the same as influence?” The answer is that 
they are related, but they are not the 
same. Favor provides opportunities for 
us to use influence, but it does not guar-
antee we will steward or cultivate that 
influence the right way. Lots of people 
gain favor but have nothing to show for 
it in terms of lasting impact. They may shape trends or start 
fads, but they have no legacy when their fifteen minutes of fame 
are up. The purpose of this book is to teach you how to cultivate 
the influence you have and harness it to change nations for the 
glory of God.

Favor may open doors, but influence changes nations.

Let the Journey Begin!

We must remember that influence works two ways. At the same 
time God is calling you to influence nations, He is cautioning 
you to evaluate what is influencing you. As a Christian, you are 
called to change negative influences through prayer and action 
(see Romans 12:1–2). This book will equip you to do just that. 
You will see the influence you have in the unseen realm through 

Favor may open 
doors, but influence 

changes nations.
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prayer and gain a greater desire for God’s love and intimacy. You 
will be equipped to recognize and remove negative influences 
in your life. Once you understand the principles in this book, 
like King David you will be able to triumph over the enemy’s 
schemes against your destiny. You will also learn how to cultivate 
the character necessary to steward godly influence properly. Yes, 
character counts in intercession, and you will not have influence 
without it (see James 5:16–18).

We will also address the rotting culture around us by con-
fronting the huge moral issues of our day. We will examine 
the effects of demonic influence and how to reverse them and 
transform the nation. As you read each chapter, I will share 
stories of how people just like you are applying these principles 
and making a lasting impact in their families, workplaces, cities 
and governments.

I believe this book is in your hands by design, and it is writ-
ten especially for you. God is calling you to another realm of 
favor and influence to make an impact for the Kingdom of light 
through prayer and action. This book is not about how to win 
more friends or how to build a better network of associates. 
When we are under the influence of Jesus Christ and seek His 
Kingdom, however, everything else is added (see Matthew 6:33). 
Let the journey begin!

e x e r C I s I n g  I n f l u e n C e  through Prayer
Father, thank You for Your unfailing love and for untan-
gling us from Satan’s grip. Truly our destiny is influenced 
by Your hand in our lives. Lord, thwart the counsel of  the 
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evil one in my life. Break the enemy’s deception in our na-
tion, and turn us in the right direction.

As I read this book and reflect on Your Word, give me 
wisdom and revelation so that I can understand how to 
be a godly influence for You. Teach me how to pray. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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