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FOREWOR D

On the day my father died, he spent his last morning on a porch 

studying the New Covenant of Christ. The subject was by no 

means new to him. Twenty-five years earlier, his good friend Leon-

ard Ravenhill had given him a few books that would change his 

life. At that time, my father was busy traveling the world as an 

evangelist, preaching to hundreds of thousands each year. Yet his 

own soul was dry; he had become weary of preaching the same 

messages again and again. So between those trips he picked up the 

small stack of books Leonard had handed him and started reading.

They were the writings of the old Puritans—names most of 

us have never heard of, certainly not the familiar bestselling 

authors many Christians have read. As my father dug into these 

old treasures, his heart opened to a new revelation of Christ. 

Grace awakened in him, alive in a way he had never known.

Dad had grown up under a message that leaned toward works 

and legalism. Although he considered himself free in Christ, 

there was still something in him that made him feel as though 

he had to work hard—that nothing was ever enough, that more 

was always required to fill what was missing in his righteousness 

in Christ. These old books stirred him once again to study the 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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 Foreword

Scriptures cover to cover, this time with a new understanding of 

the Gospel. As he explored, my father joyously came to know 

the full extent of the finished work of Christ.

In my last conversation with him, Dad told me of how deeply 

he had probed, how fully he had explored, how completely 

he had scoured every page of every writing he could find on 

this glorious subject of the New Covenant of Christ. And yet I 

could see in his eyes there was a yearning for more. There were 

still many things he wanted to know concerning the depth and 

breadth of the finished work of Christ. He felt he had seen and 

learned much, but he urged me to dig deeper in my own study 

of this subject—not to be satisfied but to go further.

A few weeks after my father’s funeral, my brother-in-law sent 

me the book Dad had been reading that last morning. It was by the 

Puritan writer Thomas Brooks. Almost every page was underlined 

and highlighted, with comments filling every open margin. Here 

was my father, eighty years old—after seven decades of serving in 

ministry—still exploring, still enjoying, still reveling in the glori-

ous Gospel of Christ. He relished the revelation of how expansive 

Jesus’ words are when He declares from the cross, “It is finished.” 

Jesus was speaking not only of the work He did for us then, but 

also of the work He continues to do in us and through us today.

I hope you will explore and even devour this book—that you 

will find in it the richest depths of meaning in Christ’s words: It 

is finished. Here is God’s great love contained in His marvelous 

New Covenant. As you read these pages, may you be stirred to 

underline, highlight and write in the margins every revelation 

Jesus longs for you to know, experience and enjoy of His fin-

ished work for you.

Gary Wilkerson 

Colorado Springs, 2012

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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INTRODUCTION

The Body of Jesus Christ today desperately needs a fresh unveil-

ing of God’s New Covenant. We need it because our generation 

is living in a time of powerful demonic seductions. Jesus warned 

that such days would come—days in which Satan would attempt 

to deceive even the elect of God. Today we are seeing Jesus’ 

words come to pass, as humankind faces an overwhelming flood 

of temptations unknown to any past generation.

The devil appears to have taken control of much of the media. 

Less than a century ago, there was no such thing as television, 

the Internet or videos. The airwaves were not polluted then, but 

today the atmosphere is saturated with devilish filth, as satellites 

beam pornography to homes all over the world. The technologi-

cal advances meant to improve our lives have opened wide the 

floodgates of evil, and society is being inundated by seductions 

that are coming upon us with a ferocity we have never seen. 

Satan is using virtually every form of media to feed dormant 

lusts, encourage promiscuity and destroy every semblance of 

morality. In the process he is breaking up homes and marriages.

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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 Introduction

Tragically, many Christians are being swept up in this demonic 

web of sensuality. Believers who have flirted with secret sins 

now find themselves in a battle for their souls. Our ministry 

receives thousands of letters each week, many from distraught 

believers who describe being trapped in sinful bondages. They 

tell us of life-controlling habits in their own lives and in the 

lives of loved ones—habits such as drugs, alcohol, smoking, 

pornography, adultery, fornication, homosexuality, gambling, 

bitterness, anger, covetousness and stealing. Yet, no matter what 

their struggle, all of these people have this in common: They are 

bound, snared in slavery by a besetting sin. They feel chained, 

unable to break free from sin’s power.

Many of these dear people sincerely love Jesus. They have 

prayed diligently, cried a river of tears and sought counseling 

from pastors and friends, yet nothing seems to free them. They 

always end up going back to their sin, and their heavy burden 

of guilt only increases with time.

Many such Christians have concluded they can never be 

free from their sin. They think they will never be able to move 

out of the bondage of flesh Paul describes in Romans 7. In 

this bondage, Paul says, a person does what he hates, with 

no power to do what is right. He is unable to move into the 

spiritual freedom Paul outlines so joyously in Romans 8, where 

power over the dominion of  sin is revealed. In the bound 

person’s eyes, there is no escape from the wretchedness of 

always doing what he despises. So he has resigned himself  to 

struggling for the rest of his life—riding the unending merry-

go-round of sinning and confessing, sinning and confessing. 

Yet, all the while, he continues to testify of God’s power to 

set others free.

The New Covenant has nothing to offer those who are at 

peace with their sin—but it promises great hope to those who 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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hate their sin. If  you are a believer who hates your sin—if 

you still grieve over your bondage to a habitual lust; if  you 

cry out to the Lord to deliver you from Satan’s snare; if  you 

feel helpless, weak, despondent over your lack of power—I 

have good news for you. The New Covenant provides for 

your absolute freedom. Our Lord has made available to you 

not only pardon for all sin and its guilt, but also liberty from 

and dominion over all bondage. These wonderful things are 

available to you through the glorious provisions of the New 

Covenant.

The provisions of the New Covenant set us free from the 

power of sin and deliver us into the Spirit of life. We do not 

have to do the devil’s bidding anymore, because by covenant 

God has promised to empower us to win over all temptations 

and lusts. All indwelling sin can be stripped of its dominion 

through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

In my later years, I have concluded that laying hold of the 

New Covenant is the only way to break free from the power 

and dominion of sin. I hope to show you in this book how 

that glorious work takes place. Yet the unveiling of the New 

Covenant is not something within my power or ability to 

do. Only the Holy Spirit can open up its marvelous truths to 

the seeker. I can, however, assure all who are discouraged by 

their lack of victory over a besetting sin that this book can 

open your eyes to the incredible promises and provisions God 

has given to all who intensely yearn for freedom from sin’s 

dominion. May the Holy Spirit unveil the glory and power 

of the New Covenant to every seeker who desires to walk in 

holiness and peace.

This book is composed of messages preached at Times Square 

Church in New York City. Because of this, you will find cer-

tain basic covenant truths repeated throughout the book (and 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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 Introduction

portions italicized for emphasis), in an effort to imprint them 

firmly in your heart and mind. I pray the Lord will use these 

messages to bring hope and knowledge to you concerning His 

commitment to keep and deliver His people from the dominion 

of sin.

David Wilkerson

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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1

UNDERSTANDING 
THE NEW COVENANT

“My covenant I will not break, nor alter the word that has gone 

out of My lips” (Psalm 89:34).

What is God talking about, exactly, when He speaks of cov-

enant? Covenant is “an agreement or pledge between two or 

more parties.” Today we would use the word contract to describe 

a covenant. And like any contract, a covenant contains terms 

or duties that each party has to perform in order to fulfill the 

agreement. Such covenants are legally binding and once they 

have been finalized, the parties can be penalized for not fulfilling 

their respective terms.

The term covenant plays an integral part in the Christian 

faith. The Holy Scriptures themselves are divided into an Old 

Covenant (or Testament) and a New Covenant. I believe it is 

vitally important for the Church of Jesus Christ to comprehend 

the New Covenant as we face the coming perilous times. The 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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Bible tells us that in the last days Satan is going to pour out his 

wrath on the earth because he knows his time is short. As that 

happens, God’s people are going to need the full assurance of 

this covenant. This ironclad pledge has the power to release 

in all of us the overcoming strength we need to be more than 

conquerors in any situation.

When I was a young Christian, I was led to believe that cov-

enant theology was a licentious doctrine taught by a few dying 

religious groups. The thinking then seemed to be that the New 

Covenant is so marvelously freeing, people could take advantage 

of it and misuse it. It was seen as a teaching that could lead to 

a permissive, compromising lifestyle.

Others have wrongly taught that the New Covenant is God’s 

pledge to baptize His people with financial bonanzas—expen-

sive cars, grand houses, material wealth, immunity to sorrow 

and sickness. These teachers have completely perverted God’s 

glorious covenant and reduced it to that which ministers only 

to man’s greed.

In spite of all this, the more I understand about the New 

Covenant, the more I am convinced that it is meant for us 

today. More importantly, I believe it is the one truth that can 

release in us God’s supernatural power to overcome in these 

last days.

UNCLAIMED PROMISES

The book of Hebrews, which refers to the New Covenant at 

length, provides this description:

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make 

a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 

Judah—not according to the covenant that I made with their 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them 

out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My 

covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord.

“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws in 

their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be My people. None of them shall teach 

his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 

for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 

them. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 

sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first 

obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is 

ready to vanish away.

Hebrews 8:8–13

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 

says the Lord: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their 

minds I will write them,” then He adds, “Their sins and their 

lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

Hebrews 10:16–17

This summary details the eternal promises of God’s incred-

ible New Covenant. So, why is this wonderful truth unsought 

or ignored by Christians today?

I believe the passage itself provides a key to this oversight. It 

describes “a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 

house of Judah” (Hebrews 8:8). Many Christian groups have 

mistaken this verse to mean that the New Covenant applies only 

to natural Jews, rather than to the spiritual Jews who make up 

Christ’s Body. Modern dispensationalists, for example, interpret 

this verse as a promise meant only for literal Israel. So they as-

sign its meaning to a coming millennial age.

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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It is no wonder the New Covenant has remained unclaimed for 

so long. Yet the truth is, all these promises of the New Covenant 

are yours and mine, right now. They are for all believing Jews 

and Gentiles. How do I know this? It is clear from the context 

of the above passage that the house of Israel refers to spiritual 

Israel, meaning all who are in Jesus Christ.

“NATURAL” ISRAEL AND “SPIRITUAL” ISRAEL

The word Israel itself, as first used in Genesis 32:28, is filled with 

spiritual meaning: “And He said, ‘Your name shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and 

with men, and have prevailed.’” Israel was Jacob’s regenerate 

name. It was given to him by God after his carnal spirit was 

broken and his nature was changed.

In many Bible passages, of course, the word Israel refers to 

Jacob’s natural descendants. In others it points to God’s spiri-

tual seed. One example of the latter is Psalm 73:1: “Truly God 

is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart.” Here the psalmist 

is speaking prophetically, distinguishing Israel as people whose 

hearts have been cleansed—which is possible only through the 

blood of Christ. The Old Covenant sacrificial system could not 

cleanse the conscience:

It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and 

sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who performed 

the service perfect in regard to the conscience—concerned only 

with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances.

Hebrews 9:9–10

The apostle Paul also speaks of Israel as God’s spiritual seed. 

Throughout the New Testament, he distinguishes between two 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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kinds of Israel, one natural and one spiritual. Paul emphasizes 

that it is not the natural Jew but the person who puts his faith 

in Jesus Christ who becomes Abraham’s spiritual seed:

• “They are not all Israel who are of Israel” (Romans 9:6).

• “Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons 

of Abraham” (Galatians 3:7).

• “Those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the 

children of God; but the children of the promise are counted 

as the seed” (Romans 9:8).

• “He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision 

that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is 

one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 

Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but 

from God” (Romans 2:28–29).

• “This Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to 

Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her chil-

dren—but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother 

of us all” (Galatians 4:25–26).

It is clear from these passages that there is a spiritual Israel 

as well as a natural Israel. Moreover, Scripture reveals that God, 

through Christ, made His New Covenant with spiritual Israel. 

The writer of Hebrews says, “Now He has obtained a more 

excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better 

covenant, which was established on better promises” (Hebrews 

8:6).

Am I saying the Lord is finished with natural Israel? God 

forbid. Many Christians today do not wish to see God’s hand 

moving on natural Israel to fulfill her prophetic role. Yet it was 

the Jewish people who received the promises and covenants of 

the Old Testament. In the past sixty generations, we have seen 

storms arise against this people. Time after time, conquerors 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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have sought to annihilate them. Mobs have set in for the kill. 

Dictators incarnated by Satan have attempted to wipe out the 

very history of the Jews. But all these enemies have risen up 

against them to no avail.

I believe that the national revival of the state of Israel, and 

the many supernatural deliverances of that nation, point to an 

infinitely deep mystery revealing the very hand of God. God 

still loves the Jews. One day the veil will be removed from Israel, 

and a remnant, a part of her people, will acknowledge Christ 

as Lord.

I stand with Paul, who wrote, “They are beloved for the sake 

of the fathers” (Romans 11:28). “Has God cast away His people? 

Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite. . . . Even so then, at 

this present time there is a remnant according to the election of 

grace” (Romans 11:1, 5). The Church has not replaced Israel. 

It includes both Gentiles and believing Jews.

This New Covenant, however, was not meant for natural 

Israel—not then, not now, nor in some millennial period. It is 

meant for spiritual Israel, meaning every Jew and Gentile who is 

born again in Jesus. It is for repentant believers in Christ alone.

THE TERMS OF THE NEW COVENANT

With whom did God make this covenant? And what are its terms?

God cut it with His Son, Jesus—and they agreed to its terms 

before the very foundation of the world. Paul spoke of “eternal 

life which God, who cannot lie, promised [covenanted] before 

time [the world, kjv] began” (Titus 1:2). Paul also said that God 

“saved us and called us . . . according to His own purpose and 

grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began” 

(2 Timothy 1:9).

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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This covenant was a formal agreement between Father and 

Son. And today we, the seed of spiritual Israel, are brought into 

this covenant by faith. In other words, since we are one with 

Christ through faith, the covenant was cut with us also.

Amazingly, this heavenly contract work was not done in se-

cret. The Bible openly records the terms. As we examine these 

covenant arrangements, it becomes clear that God wants us to 

be encouraged by such a detailed revelation.

The Father’s Purpose in the Covenant

Psalm 89:19 gives us a snapshot of the discourse between 

Father and Son: “You spoke in a vision to Your holy one, and 

said: ‘I have given help to one who is mighty; I have exalted one 

chosen from the people.’”

The Father was saying to His Son, “This is a mysterious 

word I am about to give You. Humankind is going to grow 

weak and miserable because of their sin. They will become 

overwhelmed, helpless to find their way back to Me. So I am 

appointing You as My Holy One to help them. I am sending 

You to them as one mightier than they, to bring them back 

into My favor.”

Here, in simple terms, is God’s primary purpose in formu-

lating the New Covenant. It was to recover a lost humanity 

from the devil’s power. The heavenly Father was not willing to 

lose His beloved creation to the powers of hell, so He formed 

a redemption plan—one that came completely from His heart 

of love, before the world was created.

Jesus Accepts the Terms

Next, we hear the Son’s covenant agreements: “Behold, I 

come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart” 

(Psalm 40:7–8).

Jesus answered the Father this way: “You have shown Me that 

Your help to humanity is going to be laid upon My shoulders. 

You are sending Me to rescue the imprisoned, heal the hurt-

ing, break satanic strongholds and reconcile creation back to 

You. Father, I accept this charge to take on the redemption of 

the lost, and I accept the might and power You will give Me to 

accomplish the task.”

God then laid out before His Son the type of ministry He 

would have to undertake in order to redeem humankind. He 

told Jesus, “Your ministry is going to be that of a priest and 

shepherd to My children. They will be Your flock, and You will 

be a shepherd to them. You will lead them beside still waters 

and into green pastures. You will walk with them through every 

shadow of death. And if any one of them ever goes astray, You 

will take him in Your arms and bring him back to My love. You 

will restore his soul and bring him great comfort.”

We know from the Bible that Jesus kept all of these terms 

of the covenant. And He continues to give special attention to 

every single sheep in His care: “He calls his own sheep by name” 

(John 10:3). Further, He says, “All that the Father gives Me will 

come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means 

cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own 

will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (John 6:37–38).

Finally, the Father gave His Son these instructions: “As You 

go to earth for Me—since You have agreed to seek out My lost 

ones—these works will be required of You:

“You must preach good tidings to the meek . . . bind up the 

brokenhearted . . . proclaim liberty to the captives . . . open 

prison doors to all who are bound . . . bear with the weaknesses 

of the frail . . . break not a bruised reed . . . quench not a smoking 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)
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flame . . . bear tenderly with the ignorant . . . feed the flock . . . 

supply their shortcomings with Your strength . . . gather all the 

lambs into Your arms and carry them in Your bosom . . . gently 

lead the young . . . lend Your strength to the weak . . . guide them 

with Your counsel . . . promise to send them the Holy Spirit to 

carry on the work of freedom . . . cherish them, perfect them 

and bring them home to glory with You.”

Later, when Jesus lived on earth, He testified, “My food is to 

do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work” (John 

4:34). Everything Christ did on earth was in fulfillment of the 

covenant terms He had made with His Father. His every word 

and deed reflected what they had agreed upon before the world 

came into being. And their agreement included this incredible 

term: “This command I have received from my Father . . . [to] 

lay down My life” (John 10:18, 17).

What the Father Gave in Return

God gave His Son these everlasting covenant promises:

• “You will have the Holy Spirit upon You without measure.” 

Jesus testified, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me” 

(Isaiah 61:1). Christ did not have just a small portion of the 

Spirit, coming to Him in little drops. He had the Father’s 

Spirit in fullness, without measure: “For God does not give 

the Spirit by measure” (John 3:34).

• “You will never be out of My sight. My presence will always 

be with You.” According to the author of Hebrews, God 

gave this promise to Jesus: “I will be to Him a Father, and 

He shall be to Me a Son” (Hebrews 1:5). This meant Christ 

would constantly be under His Father’s watchful eye. He 

would always have the Father’s help available to Him.

• “I will lift You up in all times of opposition and discourage-

ment.” Isaiah wrote: “He will not fail nor be discouraged, 

(Unpublished manuscript—copyright protected Baker Publishing Group)

_Wilkerson_ItIsFinished_NS_kf.indd   21_Wilkerson_ItIsFinished_NS_kf.indd   21 1/3/13   12:59 PM1/3/13   12:59 PM

David Wilkerson, It is Finished
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group,  © 2013. Used by permission.



 It Is Finished

22

till He has established justice in the earth; and the coast-

lands shall wait for His law” (Isaiah 42:4). God is saying, 

“Every time the enemy brings discouragement upon You, 

I will be there to counteract it. I’m going to encourage You 

by My Spirit every time You need it.”

• “I will highly exalt You and give You a name above all 

other names.” Paul wrote, “God also has highly exalted 

Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow” (Philip-

pians 2:9–10).

• “After Your work is finished, I will bring You back to glory.” 

Jesus said, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these 

things and to enter into His glory?” (Luke 24:26). He knew 

the Father had promised, “Son, after You have fulfilled all 

the terms of the covenant, I will bring You back to glory—in 

victory, power and anointing.”

The Father made this covenant pledge to His Son: “I, the 

Lord, have called You in righteousness, and will hold Your 

hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, 

as a light to the Gentiles” (Isaiah 42:6). God was saying, “My 

hand will always be holding on to Yours. You will never be away 

from My keeping power. I pledge to keep You safe from all the 

schemes of the devil.”

And Christ appropriated this promise of help from His Fa-

ther: “My God shall be My strength” (Isaiah 49:5), and “I will 

put My trust in Him” (Hebrews 2:13). He was saying in these 

verses, “My Father made a covenant with Me, and it’s settled. 

It is good for eternity, because He cannot lie. He said He would 

be My strength—and now I appropriate all of that promised 

power.”

Here are all the terms of the covenant, laid out in black and 

white for every believer to see. The Father and Son have hidden 
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none of them from us. They want us to be encouraged by them 

all. The Father is showing us His faithfulness to His Son, to prove 

to us He will be just as faithful to us, Christ’s seed.

JESUS COMPLETES HIS MISSION

As we reread the gospels now, we see that everything Jesus did 

while on earth was in fulfillment of the terms of the New Cov-

enant agreement He had made with the Father. We see Him 

going after lost sheep, opening the eyes of the blind, raising the 

dead, flinging back the prison doors of death, speaking words 

of eternal life, doing good works, casting out devils and healing 

all manner of infirmities. In every verse of the gospels, Jesus 

fulfills the covenant. And He did none of these things on His 

own. Each one was what the Father had sent Him to do. Jesus 

was “keeping covenant” with the Father.

At the end of His life on earth, when Jesus prayed for His 

disciples at the Passover supper, we see once more the open-

covenant dealings between Father and Son: “Now, O Father, 

glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had 

with You before the world was” (John 17:5). “Father, the hour 

has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify 

You. . . . I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the 

work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:1, 4).

With the cross before Him Jesus was about to fulfill all the 

covenant terms required of Him. And now, before He returned 

to glory, He brought before the Father the final terms of the 

covenant: “Father, You pledged in Our covenant to bring Me 

back to glory when I accomplished all You sent Me to do. Now 

I have fulfilled My part of the covenant—I have brought about 

the redemption of humankind, and I have made Your Body one. 
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Let’s talk now about what’s going to happen to My seed—all 

those who believe in Me.”

Jesus was speaking as co-signer of the covenant. He said, 

“Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, 

and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those 

whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are” 

(John 17:11). He was saying to the Father, “We agreed that I 

could bring into our covenant everyone who trusts in Me. Now, 

Father, I ask You to bring these beloved ones under the same 

covenant promises You made to Me.”

Jesus then said, “I do not pray that You should take them 

out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil 

one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” 

(John 17:15–16). Christ was saying, in essence, “You promised 

Me that You would be faithful to My seed. Now, Lord, sanctify 

them through Your truth. Make them holy and pure and keep 

them from the wicked one. Be with them in all their temptations. 

Let all the promises You gave Me be ‘yea and amen’ to them 

as well. Cause them to endure as You caused Me to endure.”

The psalmist described this portion of the contract agree-

ment like this:

“He shall cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the rock 

of my salvation.’ Also I will make him My firstborn, the highest 

of the kings of the earth. My mercy I will keep for him forever, 

and My covenant shall stand firm with him. His seed also I will 

make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven.

“If his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judgments, 

if they break My statutes and do not keep My commandments, 

then I will punish their transgression with the rod, and their iniq-

uity with stripes. Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will not utterly 

take from him, nor allow My faithfulness to fail. My covenant I 

will not break, nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips. 
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Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David: His 

seed shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before Me.”

Psalm 89:26–36

The Son’s sacrifice on the cross brought us into covenant agree-

ment. Thus, this pledge of safety by the Father is made available to 

us as part of the covenant. The Father promised Jesus: “If You will 

go, I will keep and preserve every one of Your seed, just as I have 

kept and preserved You. I will never remove My faithfulness from 

You, nor from Your children. Your seed will endure to the end.”

The covenant, cut before the world was formed, has in it the 

sworn oath of almighty God to save and deliver His people from the 

power and dominion of Satan. Faith in Christ brings us into God’s 

covenant oath to keep us as faithfully as He kept His own Son.

WE ARE KEPT SAFE

So what does this covenant between Father and Son have to do 

with you and me? It is a picture of God’s love for His beloved 

creation. He cut this covenant because He was unwilling to lose a 

single child to Satan. It is all about His undying love for His people.

The Father gave His Son, the Son gave His life, and we receive 

all the benefits. By mutual consent, the Father and Son made 

this covenant to keep and preserve the seed of Christ. It ensures 

that we will endure to the end.

THE EVIDENCE SPEAKS

The promise to save and deliver us, then, and our confidence that 

God will keep it, has a precedent in the relationship between 

Father and Son.
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I could be free! I didn’t have to 

resign myself to fighting the 

same battles day after day.

I was raised in a godly home and had a true and even passionate love for 

Jesus at a young age. As I got older I struggled through the rebellious 

attitude common among adolescents but never got mixed up in any kind 

of “bad sin.” Despite not being in deep bondage, I still knew how it felt 

to be stuck. With all my heart I wanted to live for God and do what 

was right in His eyes, but almost daily I was frustrated by not being able 

to stop sinning.

As a result of my personal struggles, I eventually came to believe 

that fighting sin was what Christians do. We fight sin, hope we win, 

fail, repent, repeat. It was a sort of Darwinian Christianity where only 

the strong survive. Everything was about “resisting the devil” and “striv-

ing against sin.” But none of it helped me overcome the exhaustion of 

continually fighting a battle I could never seem to win.

I first heard New Covenant teaching at Summit International School 

of Ministry (then Mount Zion). During those precious days as a student 

I heard a truth that filled me with hope and joy: I could be free! I did 

not have to resign myself to fighting the same battles day after day. The 

Christian can come to a place where his besetting sins are overcome by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, never to trouble him again. I was finally 

beginning to see that “He took captive those who had captured [me]” 

(Ephesians 4:8, GW), and that “having disarmed the powers and authori-

ties, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the 

cross” (Colossians 2:15, NIV).

I had it all backward! I had thought victory over sin was only for the 

strong, but I came to understand that my being a victorious Christian 

has nothing to do with the greatness of my efforts. It all rests on the 

greatness of the One who lives in me.

—Nik
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Did the Father lead and guide Jesus, as He pledged He would? 

Did His Spirit empower the Son, giving Him encouragement and 

consolation? Did He bring Him through all of His temptations 

and trials? Did He keep Him from powers of darkness? Did He 

usher Him home to glory victorious? Was God true to His part 

of the covenant terms?

Yes, absolutely! And the Father who kept His covenant prom-

ises to His Son has pledged an eternal oath to do the same for 

us. Jesus affirmed this part of the covenant when He said,

“The glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may 

be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they 

may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that 

You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.”

John 17:22–23

Christ secured us in the covenant made between the Father 

and Himself. In this prayer He was saying, “Father, look at 

Me and My seed as one person—I in them and they in Me. 

We are one person in covenant with You.” Scripture promises 

that He “is able to keep [us] from stumbling, and to present 

[us] faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding 

joy” (Jude 24).

God is not looking for people who have everything theologi-

cally straight. He wants those whose hearts are full of confidence 

in Him. By revealing to us His covenant with His Son, He wants 

to remove any doubts we may have about His ability to keep us. 

It is as if He is saying, “I’m going to make such a strong oath to 

you, you will have no other choice but to believe in Me.”

We are to stay in Christ—abide in Him and trust Him. If we 

do this, we will surely see His glory. The words of promise are 

everlasting: “I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have 
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sworn to My servant David: ‘Your seed I will establish forever, 

and build up your throne to all generations’” (Psalm 89:3–4).

DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS

 1. What is God talking about when He speaks of cov-

enant? (Page xx)

 2. What are common words still in use today that 

describe the meaning of covenant as it is used in 

Scripture? (Page xx)

 3. What two key Scriptures in the book of Hebrews 

describe the eternal promises of the New Covenant? 

(Page xx)

 4. Who is the “spiritual Israel” referred to in the apostle 

Paul’s teaching? (Page xx)

 5. For which Israel did God prepare the New Covenant? 

(Page xx)

 6. In every covenant the agreement is between two pri-

mary parties. Who are the primary parties of the 

New Covenant? (Page xx)

 7. What was God’s principal purpose in making the 

New Covenant? (Page xx)

 8. Read Isaiah 42:6. God made a covenant pledge to 

His Son. How is this pledge now made available to 

us? (Page xx)
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