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7

Introduction

In the cross is health, in the cross is life, 
in the cross is protection from enemies, 
in the cross is heavenly sweetness, 
in the cross strength of mind, 
in the cross joy of the Spirit, 
in the cross the height of virtue, 
in the cross perfection of holiness. 
There is no health of the soul, no hope of eternal life, save 
in the cross.

Thomas à Kempis, fifteenth-century theologian

 In the closing years of his long and extraordinary life, Derek 
Prince lamented more than once what he saw as a decline in 
bold preaching focused on the cross. He saw Jesus’ sacrifice 

as central to every aspect of the Christian life. In fact, to a 
group of ministry supporters and friends he once wrote:

Anywhere I go, if I have the choice and opportunity to 
deal seriously with a group of people, it is my committed 
intention always to begin with the cross.
 And I would like to say to those of you who are preach-
ers and ministers, do not ever leave the cross out of your 
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8 Introduction

preaching. When you do, you’re like the drill sergeant 
giving excellent orders to people without the power to 
carry them out. That power comes only from the cross.
 In my preaching I remember the words of Paul in 1 Co-
rinthians 2: “I determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. . . . My speech and 
my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wis-
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”

To explore Derek Prince’s lifetime of teaching is nothing less 
than an exploration of the breathtaking depth and breadth of the 
redemption Jesus accomplished through His suffering, death 
and conquest of death. And nowhere will you find a better guide 
to that revelation than in the book you hold in your hands.

In Bought with Blood Derek brings us a complete and pan-
oramic picture of what Jesus paid an awful price to obtain for 
us. On the pages that follow, you will find truths that have 
equipped hundreds of thousands to live more freely, more 
fully and more powerfully than ever before. 

As Derek lays out the nine exchanges transacted at the 
cross, you will likely find that you have been living beneath 
your privileges as a blood-bought child of God. In the chap-
ters covering the five aspects of deliverance, you will discover 
keys to a level of freedom you never dreamed possible. And as 
Derek shows you in the closing chapters how to appropriate 
these truths in practical terms, you will find greater access 
to the Holy Spirit’s power for living the highest and best of 
God’s will for your life.

Beyond all this, and perhaps most importantly, the journey 
on which Derek Prince takes you will surely produce in you a 
heart overflowing with love and thankfulness for Jesus. Such 
hearts belong to those used mightily by God!

The editors of Chosen Books
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Pa r t  1

The Cross 
at the Center
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1

One All-Sufficient 
Sacrifice

 A single theme runs throughout this book: atonement. 
This word is comparatively rare in contemporary En-
glish. In fact, many English-speaking people today 

do not even know what the word means.
Its meaning begins to appear, however, when we divide 

the word up into its three syllables: at-one-ment. That is what 
atonement really means—that God and the sinner are brought 
into a relationship in which they are at one. A more common 
word today is reconciliation. Through the cross God and the 
sinner are reconciled to each other.

There is a vitally important difference between the word 
translated atonement in the Hebrew of the Old Testament 
and the word translated atonement in the Greek of the New 
Testament.

In Hebrew the word is kippur and means “covering.” The 
Day of Atonement was a day of covering. By the sacrifices 
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The Cross at the Center12

offered on that day, the sins of the people were covered—but 
only for one year. The next year at the same time, their sins 
had to be covered once more. The sacrifices offered that day 
provided no permanent solution, therefore, to the problem 
of sin; they merely provided a temporary covering. On each 
successive Day of Atonement, that covering was extended 
for one more year.

The picture of atonement in the New Testament is totally 
different. We see this when we contrast two passages in He-
brews—the book that deals, above all others, with Jesus as our 
High Priest and with the sacrifice He made on our behalf.

First, Hebrews 10:3–4 speaks of the sacrifices of the Old 
Testament: “In those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every 
year.” So, far from taking sin away, those sacrifices reminded 
the people of the problem of sin. “For it is not possible,” the 
writer continues, “that the blood of bulls and goats could 
take away sins.” The central issue here is taking away sins, not 
merely covering them.

In Hebrews 9:26, on the other hand, the writer speaks 
about what was accomplished by the death of Jesus, in direct 
contrast to the Old Testament sacrifices. In the second half 
of that verse, speaking of Jesus, the writer says: “But now, 
once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself.”

So when Jesus came and offered Himself as a sacrifice on 
the cross, He put away sin. This action contrasts with the Old 
Testament sacrifices, which merely reminded people of the 
fact that sin had not been dealt with and provided a covering 
that was valid for only one year.

When John the Baptist introduced Jesus in John 1:29, 
therefore, he said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world!” Notice once again how different this is 
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One All-Suf ficient Sacrifice 13

from the Old Testament. Jesus took away sin. For that reason, 
for those who have accepted His sacrifice, there remains no 
further sacrifice for sins.

What the Bible Says about Our Problem

Before I became a preacher (that was a long while ago 
now!), I was a professor of philosophy at Cambridge Uni-
versity in England. As a philosopher I decided one day to 
study the Bible. I considered it my philosophic duty to do 
so. Once I had read it through, I would be in a position, I 
felt, to pronounce my authoritative opinion on it. But while 
studying the Bible, I met the Lord in a dramatic, powerful and 
personal way. From that time until now there are two facts I 
have never doubted: first, that Jesus is alive; and second, that 
the Bible is a true, reliable and up-to-date book.

When I came to appreciate the Bible, I understood that 
what it offers is found in no other work of human wisdom 
or literature. In particular it reveals two matters of unique 
importance: the diagnosis of the human problem and the 
cure.

The Diagnosis: Sin

In the field of medicine, if a doctor cannot diagnose a con-
dition, usually he cannot provide a cure. The diagnosis of the 
human problem, therefore, is of supreme importance. The Bible’s 
diagnosis is given in one short word: sin. So far as I have been 
able to discover, no other book in the world, unless it derives 
from the Bible, diagnoses the problem of sin. Certainly no phi-
losopher ever arrived at that diagnosis. It is unique to the Bible. 
If we had received nothing else from the Bible, we should be 
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The Cross at the Center14

eternally grateful for the diagnosis of the human condition. But 
thank God, the Bible provides us not only with the diagnosis. 
It also reveals the remedy, which is atonement.

In this book we will consider the basic problem of hu-
manity: sin. Not merely is it the fundamental problem of 
humanity in general; it is also the problem of each one of 
us individually, whether we recognize it or not. We may call 
it by various names. Some so-called sciences in the world 
today offer us lots of fancy, complicated names, but the root 
problem remains the same: sin. A person is unable to deal 
effectively with his or her life’s problems until he or she has 
faced the reality of the root problem of life, which is sin.

The Bible’s definition of sin is given in Romans 3:23: “All 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” The essence 
of sin is negative rather than positive. Sin is not necessarily 
committing some terrible crime. It is failing to give God His 
rightful place in our lives, leading lives that withhold from 
God the glory that all His creatures owe Him.

Once we understand the human condition in this way, we 
must acknowledge that what Paul says is true: We have all 
sinned, and we all fall short of the glory of God.

The Remedy: The Cross

Thank God, the Bible not only diagnoses our sin; it also 
provides God’s perfect remedy, which is the cross.

When I speak about the cross, I am not referring to a piece 
of metal or wood that people hang around their necks or put 
up on the wall of a church, although I have nothing against 
such things. When I refer to the cross, I am talking about the 
sacrifice that Jesus made there on our behalf. The majority of 
Christians probably do not fully realize that what took place 
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One All-Suf ficient Sacrifice 15

on the cross was a sacrifice. To substantiate this, we will look 
at three passages in Hebrews, all of which emphasize the 
cross as a sacrifice.

In Hebrews 7:27, speaking about Jesus and contrasting 
Him with the priests of the Old Testament, the writer says:

[He] does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for 
this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.

The word offer refers to what a priest did when he made 
a sacrifice. But on the cross Jesus offered up Himself. That 
is to say, He was both the Priest and the sacrifice. As Priest 
He offered the sacrifice, but He Himself was the sacrifice, 
the victim. He offered Himself. Only one Priest was good 
enough to make that offering, and only one offering would 
be acceptable to God.

Again in Hebrews 9:13–14 we see a direct contrast with 
the Old Testament:

If the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the 
flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot 
to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God?

Notice that Jesus “through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God.” This refers to the Holy Spirit, whose 
participation in the sacrifice was essential. We discover, in fact, 
that in every major phase of the process of redemption each 
Person of the Godhead is directly involved. Their involvement 
in each successive phase may be set out as follows:
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The Cross at the Center16

 1. The Incarnation. The Father incarnated the Son in the 
womb of Mary by the Holy Spirit (see Luke 1:35).

 2. Baptism in the Jordan River. The Spirit descended on 
the Son, and the Father spoke His approval from heaven 
(see Matthew 3:14–17).

 3. Public ministry. The Father anointed the Son with the 
Spirit (see Acts 10:38).

 4. The crucifixion. Jesus offered Himself to the Father 
through the Spirit (see Hebrews 9:14).

 5. The resurrection. The Father resurrected the Son by the 
Spirit (see Acts 2:32; Romans 1:4).

 6. Pentecost. From the Father the Son received the Spirit, 
whom He then poured out on His disciples (see Acts 
2:33).

Each Person of the Godhead—and I mean this rever-
ently—was jealous to be included in the process of redeem-
ing humanity.

But our present focus is on the cross, with Jesus, once again, 
as both Priest and victim. The Son offered Himself to the 
Father, through the eternal Spirit, without spot or blemish. 
He was totally pure—the only acceptable offering because 
He was the only One without sin.

Putting the Cross Back in the Center

The word eternal describes something that transcends the 
limits of time. What happened on the cross was a fact of history, 
but its significance transcends time. In that sacrifice Jesus took 
on Himself the sins of all people of all ages—past, present and 
future. Our limited human minds can hardly comprehend all 
that was accomplished through that one sacrifice. Your sin and 
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One All-Suf ficient Sacrifice 17

my sin, and the sins of all who have ever lived, and of people 
not yet born, came on Jesus through the eternal Spirit. He took 
the entire sin of the whole human race on Himself.

It is extremely important that we understand this and that 
we give the cross its proper place in our thinking as Chris-
tians. Some years ago I was with a Christian co-worker in 
Singapore. In the course of conversation he remarked, “The 
Church has so many items in her shop window that the cross 
is no longer noticed.”

I realized my friend had put his finger on a major defect in 
the contemporary Church. Today you can go into a Christian 
bookstore and find a book on almost any subject—how to 
have a better marriage, how to raise godly children, how to 
understand your own personality, how to keep a better house. 
There is almost no limit! Many of these books have merit, but 
none would be effective without the cross. The cross is the 
only source of grace and power to make all the other good 
advice work. It is time the Church put the cross back in the 
center of her shop window.

God told the Israelites before they entered the Promised 
Land that when they built an altar, they were to put no other 
objects around it.

In Exodus 20:24–25 God gave the Israelites specific in-
structions about the kind of altar on which they were to offer 
their sacrifices:

“An altar of earth you shall make for Me. . . . And if you make 
Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; 
for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it.”

Their altar was to be made only of materials in their natural 
condition, not modified in any way by man—earth or unhewn 
stone. Anything added by human hands would defile it.
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The Cross at the Center18

Further on, in Deuteronomy 16:21, the Lord warned His 
people:

“You shall not plant for yourself any tree, as a wooden 
image, near the altar which you build for yourself to the 
Lord your God.”

There was to be nothing that would distract the attention 
of the Israelites from the altar on which they were to offer 
their sacrifices. There was no place for human art or ingenu-
ity that would divert their attention from the crude, stark 
simplicity of the altar. That is a lesson for us, too. We are not 
to surround the cross with anything. We are to put nothing 
on the cross or in front of the cross that would in any way 
obscure it. The cross is stark, just as the crucifixion of Jesus 
was a stark and horrible scene.

I doubt whether any human artist has ever depicted ad-
equately what took place when Jesus died on the cross. If he 
should succeed, we would avert our eyes. Yet the cross is at the 
center of our faith, unique to Christianity. No other religious 
system—not Islam nor Buddhism nor Hinduism nor any of 
the countless cults—possesses anything that corresponds to 
or even remotely resembles the cross.

Furthermore the cross anchors the Christian faith to his-
tory. Muhammad, by contrast, received his revelation in an 
unidentified cave, unconnected to any particular situation 
or series of events. In general, philosophers for their part 
speculate in the abstract. But the message of the cross relates 
to a specific incident in human history. It either did or did not 
happen. It is either true or false. There is no third possibility. 
If true it is the most important event in human history.

When I was confronted many decades ago with the central 
facts of the Gospel, and then discovered that Jesus was still 
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One All-Suf ficient Sacrifice 19

alive in the twentieth century, I concluded that the fact that 
a Man died and rose from the dead and is still alive today is 
the most important single event in human history. Nothing 
else can compare with it.

If we do not give the cross its rightful place at the center 
of our lives, our faith loses its meaning and power. We end 
up with either an innocuous list of moral generalities or else 
a standard of conduct that we cannot attain to. No one will 
ever live out the Sermon on the Mount without the power 
of the cross in his or her life.

I have been praying for some years that God would enable 
the Church to restore the cross to its rightful place. I trust 
that this study on the atonement, and the divine exchange 
that took place as a result of it, may be part of the answer 
to that prayer.

What Are the Implications of the Cross?

Let’s make a personal application. In 1 Corinthians 1:23 
Paul says, “We preach Christ crucified.” Let me ask you a 
question: If you are a preacher or teacher or counselor, or if 
you hold some other office in church, do you preach Christ 
crucified? If not, your preaching or teaching or counseling 
may sound nice, but in the long run it will accomplish noth-
ing. The only source of the power is the cross.

Again Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:25: “The foolishness of 
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men.” The cross is the foolishness and weakness of God. 
What could be more foolish than for God to permit His Son 
to be crucified by sinners? What could be weaker than the 
spectacle of a Man hung on a cross, His body lacerated and 
bleeding, dying in agony? But the weakness of God, Paul 
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The Cross at the Center20

says, is stronger than men. The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men. The real source of strength and wisdom for the 
Christian lies in the cross. Without the cross we can have 
good morality, a host of good intentions and a lot of nice 
sermons, but we will have no significant results.

Consider Hebrews 10:14: “By one offering He has per-
fected forever those who are being sanctified.”

He has perfected forever. The verb has perfected appears in the 
perfect tense. Only once was this sacrifice to be offered, never 
to be repeated—a perfect sacrifice that would completely 
perfect all who put their faith in it. What Jesus has done, 
and its effect in us, is perfect, complete, forever. Nothing 
can ever be taken from it. Nothing need ever be added to it. 
What God has done is complete, perfect, final. Never will it 
have to be changed or modified. But our appropriation of 
it is progressive. It is important to see this, especially as we 
continue to emphasize the perfection of the work.

You may be saying to yourself, I don’t have that kind of per-
fection or sanctification. The truth is, none of us has it. I have 
studied and taught on this theme for more than fifty years, but 
I am still being sanctified. Our sanctification is progressive. 
We are those who are coming progressively closer to God, 
getting further and further separated from sin and the world, 
receiving more and more of God into our beings. That is what 
the revelation of the cross does for us and in us.

In the chapters that follow, I want to deal with three little-
asked questions:

 1. What does the cross do for us?
 2. What must the cross do in us?
 3. How do we appropriate practically what God has al-

ready done through the cross?
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One All-Suf ficient Sacrifice 21

These questions are not often asked, but finding the an-
swers to them will bring us to a deeper level of sanctification 
than we have ever known. The complete provision of God 
is always released through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 
Attempting to find our provision any other way is bypassing 
the cross and is extremely dangerous. The study ahead will 
be somewhat lengthy and arduous, but it will reward you 
richly if you persevere.

Questions for the Study

 1. In simple terms, what does atonement mean?
 2. What modern word conveys the same meaning?
 3. According to Hebrews 10:3–4, what can the sacrifices 

made on the Day of Atonement by the Jews not do?
 4. According to Hebrews 9:26 and John 1:29, what does 

the sacrifice of Jesus accomplish?
 5. After reading Romans 3:23, how would you define 

sin?
 6. What is the remedy for sin?
 7. Is Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross centered in time or 

eternity?
 8. The cross is the only source of what two things?
 9. What truths have you learned from this chapter that 

affect you the most?
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