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This book is dedicated to the watchmen intercessors who 
prayed and watched over me in the Spirit  

throughout the writing of this book.  
Every move of God is preceded by prayer.  

It is my prayer and hope that those who read this book will 
experience a profound move of God in their lives.  

Thank you, watchmen intercessors.
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Foreword

Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your 
descendants like the stars of the heavens and like the sand on the 
seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies 
[as conquerors]. Through your seed all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed, because you have heard and obeyed My voice.

Genesis 22:17–18 amp

This powerful message was given to Abraham for his seed. 
We, the Ekklesia, are Abraham’s spiritual seed. This prom-

ise to possess the gates of the enemy pertains to us. The gates of 
hell will not prevail against the Ekklesia—the Lord’s sent ones 
and legislative Kingdom Body anointed to impact people and 
bring Kingdom influence and reformation to people, cultures, 
cities, regions, nations and spheres of influence.

There is a remnant that is rising up into the Kingdom in-
heritance we carry to possess the promised land of the harvest. 
We are citizens of the Kingdom of our heavenly Father. He has 
called us to be His ambassadors, ministers of reconciliation to 
see His Kingdom come and His will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. The Hebrew word for “possess” is yaras. It means to be 
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Foreword

an heir, to take as an inheritance, dispossess, drive out, conquer, 
take possession (Strong’s Concordance key #H3423). While 
some might feel uneasy with such strong language, allow me to 
give an overview of a few in the Word of God who functioned 
in obedience, contended against demonic structures and pos-
sessed spheres and gates of influence. Joseph possessed admin-
istration and finance in a completely pagan culture. Abraham 
possessed nations of the earth. Deborah possessed city gates. 
Daniel possessed the government mountain of Israel’s enemy. 
Esther persevered and possessed life, freedom and victory for 
her people. David possessed a kingdom as a worshiper, warrior 
and king. Moses contended and delivered his people and pos-
sessed a nation. Joshua stayed in the tabernacle for forty years, 
was anointed to take action, contended against the enemies of 
Yahweh and possessed the promised land. Elijah contended 
against the prophets of Baal and possessed victory. Paul pos-
sessed cities, peoples, economies and regions. Peter possessed 
the lost, the Gentiles and cities.

This is quite a lineup of Kingdom-anointed glory carriers 
who functioned as reformers in their spheres of influence. Yes, 
they had their flaws. That was made clear in their life stories. 
However, their faithfulness and obedience to the Lord and His 
plans, their devotion in prayer and, in many of these instances, 
their ability to engage in spiritual warfare and press through 
resistance to rise as Kingdom influencers amid dark world in-
fluences were constant themes throughout the history of these 
Kingdom of God historymakers and reformers. It seems to 
me that each of these heroes of the faith had the mindset and 
understanding to pray, obey, contend, possess gates of influence 
and make great impact to extend the Kingdom of God. In my 
mind, this an awesome company to agree with and belong to!

Isaiah 62:10 tells us, “Go through, go through the gates. 
Prepare the way of the people; build up, build up the high-
way. Remove the stones. Lift up a standard over the peoples.” 
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What does it mean to go through the gate? The Hebrew word 
for “gate” is saʿar (Strong’s #H8179)—the same word used in 
Genesis 22:17. I will share a few of its many meanings: a large 
or smaller court area, a specific location where people gather, 
a place where people meet for market and a place where legal 
business is done. It is clear to see that the term “gate” signifies 
an important meaning concerning a city, a region, the mar-
ketplace and legal business. “Gates” represent what we as His 
Ekklesia are to be as Kingdom influencers.

What does it mean to prepare the way, to build up the high-
way, to remove the stones and to lift up a standard over the 
people? To prepare, panah, means to turn away or reject an 
object and to take actions of any kind to make an event or state 
possible (Strong’s #H6437). A highway emphasizes a journey of 
moving toward a destination. It also signifies conduct, meaning 
a way of life or what is done with great importance on strength. 
When we are maneuvering in His strength, as Venner so suc-
cinctly teaches, there is vigor, might, power, force and Kingdom 
authority. And through this strength we are to make ready, turn 
the way and cause circumstances to be prepared for His glory-
anointed plans and Kingdom reformation.

I think we would agree that in all areas of society there are 
mindsets, ideologies, beliefs and practices that are idolatrous 
and ungodly in nature and hinder God’s Kingdom from being 
extended. What is Isaiah indicating when he states to remove 
the stones? The Hebrew word for “stone” is eben. It means a 
piece of rock, an instrument used for an act of justice (Strong’s 
#H68). It also signifies a stone idol, meaning a piece of rock, 
fashioned or not, that is worshiped as an idol. The good news 
is this word also represents a stone used as a building material.

Isaiah 62 goes on to tell us that we are to raise a standard, 
meaning to raise up, lift up. As standard-bearers we are to have 
hands lifted high, ready to take action when there is a signal 
or request for help. There is a calling not only to help but also 
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Foreword

to return to a safe position. Standard-bearers carry greatness, 
experience triumph and walk in honor. They function in the 
stance of warriors who are called to rise up in greater power 
against their foe, but who also build the new. When a stan-
dard is established, it saves and delivers from danger or dire 
circumstances. As the standard-bearers, His Ekklesia, we are 
to deliver, provide and give what is necessary to support and 
see divine increase. The light, life power, authority and voice 
of the standard-bearer overpower the sound of the flesh, the 
enemy, division and voices of the world. There is strength in 
the sound of what we pray, prophesy and release.

You and I are called to go through gates of influence in order 
to prepare the way. Through His strength, power and might, 
we create the thoroughfare toward Kingdom promise. We re-
move all idols, building a next-level model by functioning as His 
glory standard-bearers—His apostolic-prophetic Ekkleisa—to 
influence, to make impact, to empower true Kingdom disciples 
who deliver and save from dire circumstances, and to see His 
glory fill the earth.

Next-Level Believers is a powerful message filled with solid 
teaching of how we are to rise above the chaos of the world and 
the strongholds of division the enemy has established within 
culture. It empowers us to advance with strategies to bring forth 
godly Kingdom influence. This is a now message setting into 
alignment how we are to function in biblical form with Holy 
Spirit fire. Thank you, Venner, for this brilliant model that has 
been pinned with such anointing and Kingdom wisdom, reve-
lation and clarity for this new era.

Rebecca Greenwood, co-founder, Christian Harvest  
International, Strategic Prayer Apostolic Network,  

and International Freedom Group
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Introduction

God has a purpose and plan for humanity. To accomplish 
His plan, God established the Church, the Ekklesia, to 
represent Him as His voice in the earth. The fact that 

you are reading this book tells me you are passionate about 
fulfilling the destiny God has for you. The Church is not the 
building or the gathering place where meetings are held. The 
Church is comprised of believers like you who have received 
Christ as Savior and are living faith- filled lives of obedience to 
Him. That is the Ekklesia.

Armed with supernatural capacity, the Ekklesia is authorized 
and anointed to influence every sphere of society and fulfill 
the mandate of heaven to represent God on the earth. You 
are anointed to influence the sphere God has assigned you to. 
Matthew 16:18 (tpt) states, “And this rock [the truth of who 
I am] will be the bedrock foundation on which I will build 
my church— my legislative assembly, and the power of death 
will not be able to overpower it.” The Church is anointed and 
positioned to overcome the dark powers attempting to hinder 
God’s Kingdom mandate. This includes you. I want you to read 
the following declaration aloud. As you do, you are declaring 
your identity in the natural and spiritual realms.
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Introduction

I am a faith- filled member of  the Church, the Ekklesia. As a 
believer, I represent the Kingdom of  God through my life and 
ministry. I have been given influence and authority to over-
come the powers of  hell, and the gates of  hell will not prevail 
against me.

In each generation and in every season, believers are to en-
force the victories Christ won at Calvary. To accomplish this 
effectively, the Church must gain fresh revelation of spiritual 
warfare in every war season. War seasons occur throughout the 
span of your life. I describe such times as a season since there 
are also seasons of triumph, victory and rest from our enemies. 
Understanding how the warfare mantle changes from season 
to season can only be accessed through revelation. As you read 
the pages of this book, you will be gaining understanding and 
accessing revelation. Then once we have received revelation 
concerning the war mantle for a season, we must commit to 
wearing it. Lack of revelation results in using strategies and 
tactics that may have been effective in previous seasons, but 
are not effective in the new season. For every new season, our 
warfare strategies must change.

Why do we need a new war mantle? Nations are in crisis. 
Darkness is attempting to establish its image and agenda in 
every sphere of society. We only need to look at the redefini-
tion of marriage to see the “imprint” of darkness. When I was 
growing up, family was defined as a marriage between a man 
and woman, which might or might not include children. Today, 
marriage has been redefined to include the same- sex agenda, 
an agenda that did not come from heaven.

Dear one, don’t misunderstand my intent here. God loves 
everyone, and He sent Jesus to redeem all mankind from sin 
and destruction, according to John 3:16. This gift of salvation 
is freely offered to all and is received by faith. Anyone, regard-
less of lifestyle, addictions or other issues, can receive the free 
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gift of salvation made available through the finished work of 
Christ. Acceptance of this free gift yields life changes that align 
with God’s Word, the Bible.

Hell works to keep people in darkness, preventing them from 
seeing the truth of who God is and who He wants to be in 
them. If you have not received Jesus as your Lord and Savior, 
I encourage you to receive Him now. I believe that God, who 
loves you, led you to this book so that you would come to know 
Him. Don’t be ashamed to receive Christ right now by praying 
this simple prayer:

God, I repent of  my sins, and I receive Jesus, Your Son, into 
my life by faith. I believe that through the blood of  Jesus, I am 
redeemed from sin. His blood cleanses me and makes me whole. 
I commit to yield my life to You each day and to live as one of 
the Ekklesia. Thank You for receiving me.

Just by praying this simple prayer in faith, you have now had 
your name recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life. I encourage 
you to get connected to a vibrant faith community where you 
can be strengthened and encouraged.

Darkness is escalating. Through our ministry as faith- filled 
believers who courageously commit to influencing our families, 
our workplace, our communities and everywhere else we go, we 
will overcome the darkness. The light of God’s Kingdom will 
transcend and overcome the darkness through us, the Ekklesia.

Isaiah 5:14 (tpt) states, “The shadowy realm of death grows 
thirsty for souls and opens its mouth even wider to drink in 
the people!” Our influence is linked with authority. We must 
understand not only how to use the authority given to us to 
push back the darkness, but also how to use our authority and 
weapons to defeat the powers of hell and deliver those who are 
captured in hell’s grip. Wherever darkness attempts to establish 
itself, the Church is authorized to unseat the darkness, replacing 
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Introduction

it with the light of the Kingdom of God. We are the light of 
the world. This is a picture of influence, which is defined as 
“the capacity or power of persons or things to be a compelling 
force on or produce effects on the actions, behaviors, opinions, 
etc., of others.”1 This influence happens as we walk fully in our 
identity, and we will discuss more about the power of walking 
in our Kingdom identity in chapter 2.

We can clearly see the nature of influence in Matthew 5:14–
16, where the Church is described as the light of the world. 
Throughout the Bible, light is a major theme that appears re-
peatedly, both figuratively and spiritually. Looking at creation, 
we see that the first created thing was light (see Genesis 1:3–4). 
Beforehand, the earth was described as being formless and void, 
covered by darkness (see verse 2). God’s response to the dark-
ness was to create light. Revelation 22:5 states, “Night shall be 
no more. They need no lamp nor the light of the sun, for the 
Lord God will give them light.” The source of the light is not 
within physical light itself. God is the Creator of light, and 
ultimately, He is the source of light. Because God is Light, by 
extension believers are also light. Without the Light, the world 
will remain in darkness. Let’s look at ten biblical references to 
light and its relationship to God and humanity (although there 
are considerably more references in Scripture than these).

 1. God is Light. God is Light, and in Him is no darkness 
(see Psalm 104:2; Daniel 2:22; 1 John 1:5). We who be-
long to God must take off the unfruitful works of dark-
ness so that we can represent Him.

 2. Light transforms. “For God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). Transformation 
is linked with light. As we display the light of God, the 
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power of transformation is released. Those in darkness 
are transformed as they receive the light of His presence.

 3. Light is associated with safety. During the exodus of 
Israel from Egypt, the Egyptians dwelt in darkness for 
three days, while Israel had light in their dwellings (see 
Exodus 10:22–23). Fear is an effective weapon the pow-
ers of darkness use. When people fear, they cannot see 
God. Despair and anxiety become a shroud of darkness 
that covers them. When we display the light of God, 
fear is displaced by peace, the shalom of God, which is 
linked with safety. In the midst of critical world events, 
wars, rumors of wars, pandemics, economic crises and 
the like, we must reveal the safety of God’s presence.

 4. God covers Himself  with light as a garment (see Psalm 
104:2). When the Church displays the light of God, we 
are revealing our God, who wears light as a garment. 
One of the characteristics of God is that He is omni-
present. This means that God can be everywhere at the 
same time. Wherever darkness exists, light has the ca-
pacity to overcome it. God’s presence dispels darkness. 
As believers, we have the light of His presence within 
us. Regardless of where we are, we reveal the light of 
God.

 5. God is omnipotent. Omnipotence means that God is 
all- powerful. God’s presence is so powerful that dark-
ness becomes as light. No matter what the circum-
stances, when someone receives God, the darkness that 
was once within is overcome by God’s light (see Psalm 
139:12).

 6. God reveals Himself  in light. When Solomon dedi-
cated the Temple, the Shekinah glory of God filled it. 
The Shekinah was not a physical light, but a luminous 
cloud of light that filled the Temple (see 2 Chronicles 
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5:13–14). The Shekinah of God ascended on Mt. Sinai 
when Moses received the Law, and as Moses communed 
with God, the Shekinah (light) covered his face (see 
Exodus 24:15–18; 34:29).

 7. Righteous political leaders are symbolic of  goodness 
and light. Political leaders who are righteous and rule 
with fairness are as light and goodness to people. “He 
who rules over man justly, who rules in the fear of God, 
is like the light of the morning when the sun rises, a 
morning with no clouds, gleaming after the rain like 
grass from the land” (2 Samuel 23:3–4).

 8. Light is a symbol of  blessings and goodness opposed 
to evil. “For everyone who does evil hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed” (John 3:20). Prior to salvation, we wore the 
unfruitful works of darkness (see Romans 13:12). As 
part of the Ekklesia, however, you and I have taken off 
darkness and are clothed with the light of God.

 9. Light is a symbol of  truth. Revelation from God is 
light. Lack of knowledge or ignorance is a form of 
darkness. When revelation enters, light enters (see 
Psalm 43:3; 119:130).

 10. Favor is a symbol of  light. Favor brings joy and peace. 
The light of God’s favor is always available to believ-
ers. “But the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shines more and more unto the perfect day” (Proverbs 
4:18). For example, Israel experienced joy and favor 
after defeating Haman (see Esther 8:16–17).

I am reminded of a scene from a science fiction movie, Mil-
lennium. The plot is based on futuristic time travelers who 
moved through time to correct tragic events in the past before 
they could occur and alter the future. The future earth had 
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been devastated by pollution, resulting in people being unable 
to reproduce by having children. Throughout the movie, the 
futuristic travelers are working to correct past events that are 
affecting their future. When it becomes apparent that nothing 
more can be done, they make a decision to save as many people 
as possible. Everyone is instructed to “walk into the light.” 
This is a picture of how you and I are called to influence cities, 
regions and nations affected by previous sin patterns that have 
resulted in generational iniquities and thrones of iniquity being 
established over these territories. We are called to display the 
light of the Kingdom, and ultimately, to influence unbelievers 
to “walk into the light of God” and become light to a world 
in darkness.

Wherever darkness exists, light has the capacity to overcome 
it. The transformation from dark to light is immediate; there is 
no negotiation. The only way darkness prevails over the light 
is when a malfunction occurs between the lamp holder and the 
lightbulb. You and I are lamp holders called to display the light 
of God through our lives. We are not the source of the light; 
the Holy Spirit is the source. Lack of submission to the will of 
God creates a malfunction that obscures the light from being 
revealed through us. But when we submit our lives to Him, 
His light radiates through us, changing the darkness in us and 
around us.

As influencers, we must take our place in the culture. We are 
not to be hidden. Our light does not belong in hidden places 
(see Matthew 5:14–16). Hidden light gives place to darkness. 
The Church has struggled to find her voice and her place in 
culture. In many instances, it appears that the Church has been 
assimilated into mainstream culture and has become secular-
ized. When this happens, the influence of the Church diminishes 
as our identity becomes more and more reflective of culture and 
not of God’s Kingdom. I see the secularization of the Church 
happening in these key areas.
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 1. Increased factions versus unity. Over the past years, the 
Church has become more politicized, coalescing around 
political parties and agendas to the extent of division 
and chaos arising among believers and even within fam-
ilies. The mere discussion of social justice or economic 
issues has created a divide within the Church. Two of 
the distinctions of the Church are love and unity. At 
an alarming rate, however, the Church has become di-
vided. Division is an antithesis of unity and damages 
the Church’s influence. A dichotomy exists between 
social/political opinions and unity within the Church. 
While everyone has an opinion, how do we become the 
Church, moving with the voice of God and speaking 
truth to power, without drifting into allegiances and 
loyalties to specific political personalities and parties to 
the detriment of Kingdom advancement? As next- level 
believers, we must position ourselves in our Kingdom 
identity. You must understand your Kingdom vantage 
point of being seated in heavenly places, speaking to 
and influencing culture from your heavenly seat. You 
can refer to this as supernatural seating that enables you 
to influence cities, regions and nations.

 2. Voicelessness. Next- level believers release the voice and 
wisdom of God. Influence and voice are linked. When 
you lose sight of your identity, you lose your voice. 
Rather than boldly declaring the word of the Lord, you 
then cower in fear, seeking acceptance. Next- level be-
lievers are called to release a clear and distinct Kingdom 
message from generation to generation. Our message is 
not popular, but it is necessary. We are God’s delivery 
system, His voice, called to carry His message. Without 
our message, the world will remain in darkness. There 
must be a way of communication, whether through 
books, podcasts, messages, and the like, that effectively 
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communicates the heart of God, influencing people 
toward His Kingdom agenda.

 3. Barrenness. Next- level believers produce fruit that re-
mains. You and I were created with the capacity for re-
production. God commanded Adam and Eve to be fruit-
ful and multiply (see Genesis 1:28). Not only that, but 
every seed, herb and animal God created also possesses 
the capacity to reproduce (see Genesis 1:11, 22). When 
the Church’s identity is more cultural than Kingdom in 
her expression, we lack influence and will remain barren. 
Too many organizations that identify as churches have 
become secularized. Their identity as the Ekklesia is often 
virtually nonexistent as they submit to cultural norms 
at the expense of their Kingdom identity. Tolerance and 
acceptance are preached and practiced at the expense of a 
balanced, powerful Kingdom message. These are barren 
institutions (see 2 Timothy 3:5; 2 Peter 2:17–18). They 
have a form of godliness but lack Kingdom power.

We are now living in a post- pandemic era. A new fluidity 
has affected our understanding of what it means to be normal. 
As new crises unfold, our understanding of normal continues 
to change. In spite of all the changes around us, our identity 
as the Ekklesia is not fluid. Our identity is established in Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer, and does not change nor shift.

Culture has continued to shift farther from God, however, 
becoming more and more hedonistic. Current culture continues 
to advocate killing unborn children under the guise of choice, 
and also approves of terminating them later in the gestation 
period— making this abomination an even bigger atrocity. The 
abortion of unborn children is an attack against our future. Not 
only are we decreasing the population of humanity in such a 
heinous way, but also the blood of innocent children is crying 
out from the land, creating a curse.
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Families are under attack, with marriage being redefined 
as something other than the legal union between a man and 
woman. To ensure the continuance of this diabolical assign-
ment, sex education in public schools is being revised to facili-
tate the continued propagation of this distortion of God’s in-
tent. Under the guise of “gender confusion,” kindergarten- aged 
children who are too young to understand the ramifications of 
this perversion are being influenced to embrace this deception. 
All the while, parents are finding themselves on the wrong side 
of the legal system as they parent their children from a biblical 
perspective concerning gender and other issues. I acknowledge 
the intermittent cases where a genetic injury occurs, resulting 
in issues that impact the clear gender designation of a child 
at birth. But let me state unequivocally that God, who is the 
Father of souls, determines our gender.

We can see that current culture continues to undermine pa-
rental authority. Another example of this is the American foster 
care system, which was designed to protect children from abuse, 
neglect and other family ills. Let me state here that there are 
cases in which removal from the home is equitable for children 
living in environments marked by abuse and neglect, which 
are toxic to their productive development. Removal in these 
cases is appropriate and necessary for the children’s safety, of 
course. On the other hand, there appears to be a systematic but 
unwarranted removal of some children from homes where they 
reside with their parent(s) or another family member. Some 
parents are affected by a lack of employment, poverty issues, 
addictions or incarceration within the family. Others lack the 
capacity to navigate the complex foster care system and its re-
quirements. Such parents can face the dim reality of losing their 
children permanently. The children are then placed in homes 
with strangers. In too many cases, after being placed in foster 
homes expected to provide better conditions, these children 
are subjected to even worse conditions. This weakens families.
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Beyond this, in current culture there is an increasing intoler-
ance toward the Ekklesia and God’s Kingdom message that we 
have been given to carry. The Church is the authorized voice 
of God in the earth. Courageous believers committed to de-
claring a balanced Kingdom message of repentance are being 
labeled as intolerant, homophobic, xenophobic or any one of 
the convenient terms created for the sole purpose of silencing 
the voice of the Church. We are the Ekklesia, and in the face 
of this we must gain greater understanding of the authority 
God has given us. God has given us the supernatural capacity 
to accomplish His agenda.

This book will help you gain a greater understanding of the 
rights, responsibilities, gifts and anointings of the Ekklesia, and 
of how you must use your supernatural arsenal to advance the 
mandate of the Kingdom of God. Psalm 115:16 states, “The 
heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth He has given to the 
children of men.” We are anointed and appointed to advance 
God’s Kingdom mandate in our generation.

Global upheavals, the pandemic crisis, economic instability 
and social unrest have signaled the moment in time that the chil-
dren of God must arise. All of creation is groaning, waiting for 
the manifestation of the sons of God (see Romans 8:22). This 
reference to sons is inclusive of women. As believers, we are the 
sons and daughters of God. The sound of creation groaning is 
not a passive sound; it is the call to war. We must arise now and 
allow the Holy Spirit to clothe us in a new war mantle for this 
season. From generation to generation the earth has groaned, 
calling for the manifestation of sons and daughters for that 
time. Can you hear it? You are being summoned to the battle 
for the soul of nations.

This is not just another book on spiritual warfare. The truths 
in these pages will give you a biblical foundation for and under-
standing of what you are called to do and how you are to execute 
your assignment. I have divided the chapters into three sections. 
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Part 1, “Wars and Warriors,” provides a biblical foundation for 
understanding the battle between the Kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of Satan. Part 2, “Revealing the Reformers,” outlines 
the role of apostles and prophets, who are anointed to equip 
believers and send them into what are called the seven moun-
tains or cultures of influence. Part 3, “Armed and Dangerous,” 
provides insight into the spiritual arsenal God has given every 
believer.

To help you apply the principles you will read about, I have 
included some prophetic decrees and confessions that you 
should read aloud each day. I have also included “Application” 
sections from time to time, which will help you apply the prin-
ciples we are talking about to your daily life. At the end of 
each chapter, you will likewise find “Reflection” and “Prayer 
Activation” sections, which are spiritual exercises that will help 
you receive the revelatory truths contained in these pages. As 
you apply these truths, you will move beyond your last level 
of revelation and shift into the next level, advancing forward. 
We are called to advance and enforce the victories of Christ in 
the earth.

Finally, I want you to engage fully with these pages. Find 
your quiet places and quiet times to read and reflect. It is not by 
mistake that you have picked up this book. God has something 
He wants to reveal to you. Are you ready? Let’s go!
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PART 1

Wars and Warriors

The first section of this book is designed to give you a biblical 
understanding of the war against darkness and our role in it. 
Jesus is committed to building His Church, the Warrior Bride. 
If you don’t understand that you are called to rule with Christ, 
you will remain passive and ineffective in this great war. The 
truths in these chapters will help you gain strength and reve-
lation. Let’s begin.
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1

The War of Kingdoms

For our fight is not against flesh and blood, but against princi-
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, and against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.

Ephesians 6:12

Understanding spiritual things is an area where many be-
lievers are deficient. Too many believers are under the 

impression that the Church no longer needs to engage in spiri-
tual warfare. If this is true, why does Paul, the apostle, address 
the issue of spiritual weaponry and warfare in his letters to 
the churches? The fact is, we are engaged in a constant battle 
against the kingdom of darkness. This battle does not take 
place in natural theaters of war— the conflict the Church faces 
is not a conflict between flesh and blood. Our fight is not a con-
flict between nations, tribes, governments, gender or ethnicities, 
although we can see the effects of the battle in these and other 
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areas. The battle you and I are engaged in is spiritual and takes 
place in the invisible realm.

The Bible commands us not to be ignorant of the schemes 
and tactics of the kingdom of darkness (see 2 Corinthians 
2:11). Lack of knowledge of spiritual things opens the door of 
destruction into your life and ministry. God’s Word states that 
His people are destroyed because of lack of knowledge (see 
Hosea 4:6). A key area of ignorance among believers is this 
area of spiritual warfare. Ignorance means to lack knowledge, 
and when we lack knowledge of spiritual things, we suffer 
defeat.

Satan is referred to as the “prince of darkness.” Darkness 
is another reference to ignorance. Wherever you are ignorant, 
Satan can gain an advantage over you. This is why you must 
continually be filled with the Spirit of God so that you gain 
revelation and walk in victory.

Two Realms

“There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body” (1 Co-
rinthians 15:44). Two realms exist— the natural realm and the 
spiritual realm. Apart from understanding the two realms that 
exist, you cannot understand the invisible war between the king-
dom of darkness and God’s Kingdom. Both kingdoms are spiri-
tual and are contending in the spiritual realm for control of 
the natural realm. Let’s look more closely at these two realms.

The Natural Realm

We can perceive the natural world through our natural senses 
of sight, touch, taste, smell and hearing. All of creation exists in 
the natural realm and is tangible, meaning it can be experienced 
and it can be perceived. Everything that God created in Genesis 
is tangible and visible. When God created light, He said, “Let 
there be light,” and light appeared (Genesis 1:3). Even with the 
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creatures that fill the sea and earth, God spoke the words and 
living creatures appeared (see verses 20, 24).

You are a citizen of a natural kingdom located somewhere 
on the earth. You can perceive everyone in your environment 
through your natural senses. You can experience creation around 
you through your natural senses. The natural realm was designed 
to sustain natural life, and we live out the span of our lives in 
the natural realm.

Each of us lives in a natural kingdom of this world. Regard-
less of your physical location, you live in a town, city or village 
that is part of a state or nation. In the natural realm, rulership 
exists. Without government, chaos exists. There are governmen-
tal leaders—a president, a prime minister or perhaps a king or 
queen— who fill the role of sovereign leader over the people in 
your territory. Each nation is a “kingdom of this world.” Since the 
fall of man in the Garden of Eden, rulership of the natural world 
and its kingdoms has been handed over to Satan, who exerts 
over them the power and influence of the kingdom of darkness.

During the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, Satan of-
fered the natural kingdoms of this world to Him: “Again, the 
devil took Him up on a very high mountain and showed Him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their grandeur, and said to 
Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and 
worship me’” (Matthew 4:8–9). Scripture also shows us that 
“the Evil One controls the whole world” (1 John 5:19 erv).

The Spiritual Realm

The natural realm is the domain where people live and exist, 
and it is the place where much of our attention is focused. There 
is, however, a realm beyond the natural realm. It is called the 
spiritual realm. People are spiritual beings who live in a natural 
body. Created in the image and likeness of God (see Genesis 
1:27), humans were created as cognizant, intellectual beings 
with the capacity to communicate with Him. Unlike other 
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aspects of creation, when God created man, He fashioned him 
from the dust of the ground and breathed into him, and man 
became a living soul (see Genesis 2:7). The breath of God was 
the activation ingredient in the creation of man as a living being 
comprised of spirit, soul and body.

All of us have a natural body that lives in the natural world, 
but each of us is also a spiritual being with an eternal soul and 
spirit. Your soul and spirit are eternal. At the end of our natural 
life, we will live eternally. Those who have made Jesus Christ 
the Lord and Savior of their lives will live eternally with God 
in His Kingdom. Those who reject Jesus as Lord and Savior, 
choosing to live according to their own will and desires, will 
suffer eternal punishment reserved for the ungodly angels who 
aligned with Satan (see Psalm 9:17; Jude 8).

Three- Part Beings

Each of us is also a triune or three- part being: spirit, soul and 
body. “May the very God of peace sanctify you completely. 
And I pray to God that your whole spirit, soul, and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:23). Let’s look at each of our three parts in 
a little more detail.

The Spirit

The first part of your being is your spirit, which is eternal. 
This “spirit of man” is the part of your threefold nature that 
contacts God. Another term for this part is your “inward man” 
or “the hidden man of the heart.” This is the part of you that 
receives eternal life. Here are a few Scriptures that help illustrate 
this principle:

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:23).
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Truly, truly I say to you, whoever believes in Me has eter-
nal life (John 6:47).

He will give eternal life to all whom You have given Him. 
This is eternal life: that they may know You, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent (John 
17:2–3).

I give them eternal life. They shall never perish, nor shall 
anyone snatch them from My hand (John 10:28).

We can see from Scripture that eternal life is the life and 
nature of God. God is the source of eternal life. “For as the 
Father has life in Himself, so He has given to the Son to have 
life in Himself” (John 5:26). The Word of God declares that 
the Son has the same kind of life that God the Father has. 
Jesus came that we might have life and have it abundantly 
(see John 10:10). The life of God that comes into our spirits 
is the nature and the life of God that re- creates our spirits 
and makes us new creatures in Christ Jesus. “Therefore, if 
any man is in Christ, he is a new creature. Old things have 
passed away. Look, all things have become new” (2 Corinthians  
5:17).

As we just read in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, the Word of God 
tells us that we are to be kept blameless in spirit, soul and body. 
The spirit part of us, the “spirit of man,” refers to our heart. 
In 1 Peter 3:3–4, Peter was referring to the human spirit when 
he talked about the “hidden nature of the heart”:

Do not let your adorning be the outward adorning of braiding 
the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine clothing. But let it be 
the hidden nature of the heart, that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God.
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Just as it is today, outward adornment was many people’s focus 
in those days. Peter exhorted the Church not merely to be con-
cerned with outward adorning, but with what was on the in-
side. Your inner man is the real person inside. Your outward 
man— the person of flesh and bones, your body— is not the real 
person. Your inward man— the eternal part of you— is the real 
person who will never die. “Even though our outward man is 
perishing, yet our inward man is being renewed day by day” 
(2 Corinthians 4:16).

The Soul

The soul is the seat of human intellect. It is the place where 
our mind, will and emotions reside. Your soul is the realm of 
your sensibilities and will, and it is the part of you that reasons 
and thinks. It deals with your mental realm. Your soul must 
continually be submitted to the Spirit of God.

Stop imitating the ideals and opinions of the culture around 
you but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit through 
a total reformation of how you think. This will empower you 
to discern God’s will as you live a beautiful life, satisfying and 
perfect in his eyes.

Romans 12:2 tpt

The apostle Paul’s admonition to the believers was to allow the 
Holy Spirit to transform them inwardly through a total refor-
mation of their thinking. Your mind is a key battleground of 
the enemy. If he captures your thoughts, it hinders your walk 
with Christ. Proverbs 23:7 states, “for as he [any person] thinks 
in his heart, so is he.” The soul is the center of our mind, will, 
intellect, emotions, etc. Each day, you and I must commit to the 
transformation of our soul so that we are not conformed to the 
pattern of the culture. Our current culture has become hedonis-
tic and self- serving. Even among those of us who profess faith 
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in Christ, the transformation of our mind, leading to reforma-
tion of our lives, is too often shallow or nonexistent. Our lives 
must be reflective of the power of Christ working within us. The 
apostle Paul’s message exhorted early believers that their expe-
rience with Christ must extend to the transformation of their 
entire lives. This fact has not changed. Your profession of faith 
in Christ must result in the total transformation of your life. 
This is a daily process that will continue throughout your life.

Your profession of faith in Christ is your starting point. You 
are to be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Transfor-
mation is a daily walk that occurs as our minds are renewed, 
or made new, by the Word of God. One of the greatest needs 
of the Church today is that God’s people renew their minds 
with the Word of God. Just because a person is a Christian, 
and even is filled with the Holy Spirit, does not mean that he or 
she has a renewed mind. As Kenneth Hagin commented, “The 
mind becomes renewed with the Word of God.”1

The Body

The third dimension of humanity is the natural man, or our 
human bodies. Unlike the spirit and soul, which are eternal, 
the natural body is not. The natural body is the “earth house” 
where our spirit and soul reside during our time on earth. The 
body, the natural aspect, has a span of time to exist in the earth, 
after which a person lives eternally in the spirit realm. Your 
body must be submitted daily to the Holy Spirit:

I urge you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service of worship (Romans 12:1).

The apostle Paul exhorted believers to submit their bodies to 
the Lord as their reasonable act of worship. This is something 
all believers are expected to do. Paul did not say to the Church, 
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“Pray and ask the Lord to make your body a living sacrifice.” 
Rather, they were instructed to surrender themselves to God.

Prior to salvation, our previous habits and ways of living 
did not align with the Kingdom of God. These ungodly habits 
were reflective of the kingdom of darkness.

But when you yield to the life of the Spirit, you will no longer 
be living under the law, but soaring above it!

The behavior of the self- life is obvious: Sexual immorality, 
lustful thoughts, pornography, chasing after things instead of 
God, manipulating others, hatred of those who get in your way, 
senseless arguments, resentment when others are favored, tem-
per tantrums, angry quarrels, only thinking of yourself, being 
in love with your own opinions, being envious of the blessings 
of others, murder, uncontrolled addictions, wild parties, and 
all other similar behavior.

Galatians 5:18–21 tpt

As a believer, your reasonable act of worship is to surrender 
yourself daily to God. This means that you submit the activi-
ties of your body, the things that you do each day, to the Lord 
so that your life is reflective of a citizen of God’s Kingdom.

Failing to submit yourself to the Lord diminishes your influ-
ence. How can unbelievers see Christ at work through you if 
Christ is not at work in you? As Kenneth Hagin put it,

The choice is ours. We can let our body continue to dominate us 
if we want. That body, if we let it, will want to go on doing the 
things it has always done. Or we can choose to keep our body 
under control. Our inward man can dominate it and present it 
to God, a living sacrifice.2

Heavenly residence is not automatic, as people often sup-
pose. The natural man is not eternal. All of us have been given 
a certain amount of time on earth. This is our life span. At 

_Alston_NextLevel_NS_sa.indd   36_Alston_NextLevel_NS_sa.indd   36 10/6/21   12:07 PM10/6/21   12:07 PM

Next-Level Believers • Venner J. Alston 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2022 used by permission



The War of Kingdoms

37

the end of our lives, our eternal residence is determined by 
the choices we make during our earthly life. As I mentioned 
before, those who choose Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of 
their lives are welcomed into heaven at the end of their days on 
earth. Those who do not are sentenced to eternal punishment 
in hell. Both heaven and hell represent spiritual kingdoms.

Application

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you unsubmitted areas of your life. 
As He shows you them, be faithful to repent and commit daily 
to submitting each area to the Lord. The Spirit of God helps 
us in the areas of our weakness. He will help you.

Understanding Spiritual Kingdoms

In addition to the natural kingdoms of this world, there are two 
spiritual kingdoms: the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom 
of God. All of us are residents of one of these two kingdoms.

Satan is the ruler of the kingdom of darkness, where, accord-
ing to Ephesians 6:12, a hierarchal structure of principalities, 
powers and rulers of darkness exists. The spiritual beings in 
the kingdom of darkness consist of demons and all the people 
who live in sin and rebellion to God’s Word. Through the fallen 
systems and kingdoms of the natural world, the kingdom of 
darkness seeks to enslave humanity through the lust of flesh, 
the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. These spiritual forces 
of evil are at work in the world today.

Don’t set the affections of your heart on this world or in loving 
the things of the world. The love of the Father and the love of 
the world are incompatible. For all that the world can offer us— 
the gratification of our flesh, the allurement of the things of the 
world, and the obsession with status and importance— none 
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of these things come from the Father but from the world. This 
world and its desires are in the process of passing away, but 
those who love to do the will of God live forever.

1 John 2:15–17 tpt

God is the ruler of the Kingdom of heaven; there the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit reside. Godly angels also dwell in heaven, 
along with the great cloud of witnesses, or those people who 
previously lived godly lives prior to their death.

We are to seek the righteousness of God’s Kingdom every 
day and in every area of life. Our priority must be His will. 
Matthew 6:33 (tpt) states, “So above all, constantly seek God’s 
kingdom and his righteousness, then all these less important 
things will be given to you abundantly.”

The Scope of God’s Kingdom

The Kingdom of God consists of God the Father, Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit, as well as spiritual beings called angels and 
all the people who live in righteous obedience to God’s Word. 
Those of us who live in that righteous obedience are called to 
influence those who are living in disobedience to God’s Word. 
Luke 14:23 states, “Go out to the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, so that my house may be filled.”

The focus of kings and kingdoms is territory expansion— in 
other words, increasing the population of the citizenry and 
enlarging the territory. This is accomplished through invasion, 
conquering and domination. When this cycle is complete, the 
identity of conquered citizenry is reestablished in the new king-
dom. We can see this pattern throughout the Old Testament. 
In Daniel 1, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, invaded and 
conquered Jerusalem. The wealth and citizens were confiscated 
and taken to Babylon. Upon their arrival, Daniel and his three 
friends were renamed, and they learned to speak Babylonian. 
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This process is called acculturation. We can also see this same 
process in God’s Kingdom: “. . . giving thanks to the Father, 
who has enabled us to be partakers in the inheritance of the 
saints in light. He has delivered us from the power of dark-
ness and has transferred us into the kingdom of His dear Son” 
(Colossians 1:12–13).

Although the natural kingdom where Daniel, Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abednego lived had changed, and their names and 
language had changed, their spiritual allegiance had not. In the 
midst of darkness, they did not waiver in their allegiance to the 
God of heaven. Their faith resulted in favor and promotion in 
Babylon as they used their position to exalt God, even in the 
midst of persecution. This is what next- level believers are called 
to do. You must use your influence to overturn the darkness. 
Don’t allow yourself to become captured by and acculturated 
into the world’s system. Rather, use your influence to compel 
men and women to come into God’s Kingdom.

When we come into God’s Kingdom, we begin to develop 
faith as we walk as citizens of that Kingdom. The Church is 
an expression of the Kingdom of God. His Kingdom is more 
than a denomination such as Baptist, Pentecostal, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Assemblies of God or any other denomination 
or network of churches. These organizations are manmade, 
established for the practical purposes of administration and 
organization. The Bible speaks of the true Church, which is 
not a denomination or a religious organization. The scope of 
the Kingdom of God extends beyond denominations. The true 
Church is composed of all those who have become residents 
of God’s Kingdom.

In understanding the spiritual kingdom of darkness and the 
Kingdom of God, we must understand dominion. A kingdom 
has a ruler or king. The king is the central figure of the kingdom 
and is to be obeyed by the citizens. A kingdom has a domain or 
territory. The citizens are responsible to bring new citizens into 
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the kingdom so that it is enlarged continually. Ancient kings 
fought to subdue other kingdoms so that their domain grew 
larger. This is a picture of territorial gains.

The Kingdom of God exists individually within every man, 
woman, boy or girl who has received Jesus by faith and has be-
come its citizen. The Kingdom is expressed communally in the 
true Church, which is not limited to physical buildings or gath-
ering places, but exists wherever God’s people are. When the 
Church assembles, the Kingdom of God is expressed through 
righteousness, joy, peace, acts of kindness and demonstrations 
of God’s power (see Romans 4:17; Acts 2:44–47).

The Nature of Our Battle

We do not fight our battle against flesh and blood. While we 
can spiritually perceive the manifestations of the kingdom of 
darkness, we cannot see the spiritual kingdom of Satan with our 
natural eyes. “Your hand- to- hand combat is not with human 
beings, but with the highest principalities and authorities op-
erating in rebellion under the heavenly realms. For they are a 
powerful class of demon- gods and evil spirits that hold this 
dark world in bondage” (Ephesians 6:12 tpt).

Spiritual warfare exists because two spiritual kingdoms are 
at war. Each kingdom has citizens who carry out the agenda 
of their respective kingdom. It is important to understand that 
spiritual warfare is not a natural battle between flesh and blood. 
As Jesus said, “A spirit does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have” (Luke 24:39). Your spiritual battle therefore is 
not a battle against your family, friends, employer or any other 
people. This battle is not a battle of person against person; it is 
a battle against demonic spirits who do not have human bodies.

This battle is not a visible battle. It is an invisible struggle 
in the spirit world. It is a battle fought in the invisible spiritual 
realm, although it manifests itself in the natural realm.
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Defining Spiritual Warfare

Spiritual warfare is the ongoing battle between the Kingdom of 
God and the kingdom of Satan. Satan is fighting for rulership 
of the earth and humankind. This battle is fought in the second 
heaven. If the “second heaven” is a new concept to you, here is 
how I describe it in my book Next- Level Spiritual Warfare: “The 
second heaven is the solar system (i.e., outer space). It is thought 
of as the stellar heaven, the place where the sun, moon and stars 
dwell. This is where powers of darkness reside, between heaven 
where God dwells and earth where mankind dwells.”3 This ongo-
ing battle manifests in the earth in these ways:

 1. As a supernatural battle between citizens of God’s 
Kingdom and Satan’s forces of evil. Paul declared who 
our opponents are whom we fight against as believers: 
“against principalities, against powers, against the rul-
ers of the darkness of this world, and against spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).

 2. As a cultural/social battle between believers and the 
world systems that are under the influence of Satan. 
This dimension of the believers’ battle manifests in cul-
tural systems under the influence of antichrist spirits. 
Antichrist means to be against Christ. Anti- Semitism 
and the oppression of women are linked to the spirit of 
the antichrist. Social inequity, racism and prejudice are 
linked to the social war operating through the systems 
of the earth (see John 15:18–20).

 3. As a personal battle between our human, fleshly nature 
and our born- again human spirit. Our human nature 
will not automatically submit to the Spirit of God. 
Through submission to God’s Word, our flesh nature is 
brought under the rulership of the Holy Spirit (see Ro-
mans 7:23; Galatians 5:16–21).
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As I previously stated, many believers do not believe that 
engagement in spiritual warfare is necessary. Yet the reality 
is that everyone is in this spiritual battle. There is no neutral 
ground where you are not at war. Your influence is a weapon 
of Kingdom invasion against the powers of darkness. Outside 
Christ, there is no “safe zone” where you are protected from 
the onslaught of the enemy’s attacks. Unbelievers are captives 
of the kingdom of darkness. Another way to look at this is that 
unbelievers are prisoners of war.

Application

How do you see the kingdom of Satan operating in your life, 
family, ministry and nation? Make a list of things the Holy 
Spirt shows you and commit to praying daily over these areas 
until you see the Kingdom of God ruling in them.

The Issue of Ignorance

The enemy works to keep unbelievers in darkness (ignorance) 
so that they remain under the control of Satan. As 2 Corin-
thians 4:2–4 says,

But we have renounced the secret things of shame, not walking 
in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by 
expressing the truth and commending ourselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God. But if  our gospel is hidden, 
it is hidden to those who are lost. The god of this world has 
blinded the minds of those who do not believe, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine on them.

Unbelievers can be found in every sphere of society. As an ex-
ample, the political realm is one of the most powerful places 
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for a person to be seated. From this position, those involved in 
politics can enact laws and legislation that can help advance 
or restrict the Church. As people and nations experience crisis, 
particularly global events, those who would seek to control its 
citizens in an ungodly way work under the cover of darkness 
and in partnership with darkness to war against the Church. 
Yet the Lord spoke this word to me: The Church might be con-
strained, but My Church will never be contained. I understood 
this to mean that no matter what restrictive measures are en-
acted to constrain the movement and voice of the Church, the 
end result will not be contained. Believers in the early Church 
experienced attempts against them to constrain their voice and 
growth, but the outcome was victory and growth as their influ-
ence increased.

Spiritual warfare is active participation in the invisible spiri-
tual war. To engage effectively, you must have an understanding 
of both natural and spiritual kingdoms and their operations. 
How are both good and evil operating in every season? This 
is why the war mantle of the Church must change in every 
season. When you operate in an old war mantle, you will 
experience burnout and frustration. You must receive revela-
tional, spiritual strategies for overcoming the enemy in your 
current season and place. In part 3 of this book, we will discuss 
our weapons of warfare and the rules of engagement in this  
war.

The Church cannot remain in ignorance concerning spiritual 
warfare. You must give yourself to consistent study of the Word 
of God and to prayer. When you increase your knowledge of 
Satan’s strategies of attack, you become more effective in your 
warfare against darkness. Lack of knowledge in the areas of 
how Satan operates and the strategies he uses not only keeps 
you in ignorance, but it also causes you to operate ineffectively. 
You must understand what the Bible says about spiritual war-
fare, the scriptural basis of your victory over Satan and the 
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forces of evil. You are called to intelligent combat. Intelligent 
combat requires revelation and understanding.

I am reminded of a principle of warfare used in the theater 
of war in the natural realm. Within military structure, each 
branch of the military has an “Intelligence Division.” This 
division is tasked with gaining insight and information about 
the enemy’s plans. Knowing where, when and how the enemy 
will attack is the focus of the Intelligence Division. Knowing 
how many troops and weapons will be sent is another key 
factor this division seeks to uncover. We can see this same 
principle at work in Numbers 13, when Moses sent twelve 
spies to explore the land of  Canaan. If  they were to pos-
sess the land God had given them, the Israelites would need 
intelligence on the capacity and tactics of their enemy. They 
could not operate in ignorance. This is a picture of effective 
engagement.

Next- level believers must also gain insight, revelation and 
understanding about the operations of the spiritual battle tak-
ing place between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of 
Satan. A lack of understanding about the operations in this 
spiritual battle will result in defeats rather than victories. You 
are anointed to fight, war and win over the enemies of Christ! 
In our next chapter, we will discuss our supernatural identity. 
A key weapon of next- level believers is understanding who we 
are in Christ and the authority we have been given.

ReflectionReflection

Ask the Lord to show you areas where you might be operat-
ing in spiritual ignorance. Remember, ignorance means to lack 
understanding or to be in darkness. Satan dwells in the darkness 
and uses our ignorance against us. What don’t you know that 
you need to know?
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Prayer ActivationPrayer Activation

Lord Jesus, my eyes are open to see what You desire to show me. 
Give me understanding of  the things I see. I refuse to operate 
in ignorance. I receive wisdom, revelation and understanding 
today and every day. I am a next- level believer, and by the power 
of  the Holy Spirit I prevail over the darkness.
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