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To the Intercessors of the  
International House of Prayer,  

my beloved spiritual family.

This is your story, and I am honored beyond measure 
that I get to run with ones such as you,  

of whom the world is not worthy.

Thank you for your ceaseless reach  
for the fullness of God  

and His promises for this generation.  
You are heroes of the faith to me,  

and I will cherish our time together, forever.
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FOREWORD

Have you ever wondered why shows like Fixer Upper and 
Top Chef are so incredibly popular? We seemingly never 
tire of watching a skilled craftsman take a dilapidated, 
mold- ridden shack and turn it into a mansion. Or watch-
ing a consummate artist with food take a bunch of os-
tensibly incompatible ingredients and turn them into a 
gorgeous feast for the senses.

The reason is that humans are deeply and innately fas-
cinated by the process of turning chaos into order, broken-
ness into beauty, a mess into a masterpiece.

This creative process captivates and satisfies us because 
this is, in fact, what we are created for. Genesis describes the 
original design and purpose for humanity as cultivation––
taking the raw, messy, chaotic elements of the world and, 
in partnership with the Creator, shaping them into order, 
beauty and flourishing.

Yet in falling into sin, we ceased to be mess fixers and 
became mess makers. Instead of being partners with God, 
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Foreword

we became His prodigals, squandering our inheritance, 
purpose and destiny.

In response, Jesus our Elder Brother journeyed to the 
wasteland we had made of the world, ransomed us from 
our spiritual bondage, reconciled us to the Father and, 
like a patient and methodical master craftsman, began the 
greatest restoration project in history. First, He is restoring 
us, His Church, and then through us, as we partner with 
Him, He will restore the world.

For so many Christians, however, this sounds like a 
frankly unbelievable story. When we look at ourselves and 
the world around us, we struggle to perceive how this great 
Artist is supposedly working in so much mess to create 
something beautiful.

The real problem is that we don’t know Him. When 
we’re watching a TV show, we feel confident that the 
craftsman or chef in charge knows what he or she is doing, 
and the messier things get, the more excited we become 
anticipating the miraculous transformation the expert 
will pull off. When it comes to Jesus’ creative restoration 
in our lives and in the world, however, we don’t feel that 
same confidence.

But we can have that confidence. This is the primary 
purpose of Scripture— to show us the nature of this great 
Artist who is at work in us and in the world, making all 
things new and beautiful in His time. The psalmist tells us 
that God has a plan for our lives and for human history, 
and that this plan is the only plan that will ultimately be 
accomplished and last for eternity: “The Lord brings the 
counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes the plans of 
the peoples of no effect. The counsel of the Lord stands 
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forever, the plans of His heart to all generations” (Psalm 
33:10–11).

The Triumph of  Beauty is an incredible gift to believers 
in this generation. It takes the revelation of who God is 
and His unshakable plan in our lives, revealed in Scripture, 
and provides the clarity and context we need to actually 
see God at work in us and through us––right here and 
right now.

There is perhaps no greater need in the Body of Christ 
right now than for us to receive this revelation. When we 
see God with clarity and context, it cuts through the chaos 
and confusion of the human narratives that bombard us, 
it awakens our hearts to the love and purpose for which 
we were created, and it fills us with courage and faith to 
trust God and partner with Him in this great masterpiece 
of restoration. What He is up to is better than any show, 
story or adventure we could ever come up with, and He 
doesn’t just want us to watch it––He wants us to live it 
and create it with Him. There is nothing more fascinating, 
captivating, awe- inspiring or beautiful than that.

Banning Liebscher
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INTRODUCTION
All Things Beautiful

This is a book about beauty.
Specifically, the beauty of the Church around the world, 

in one generation, before the Lord returns. This is a book 
about the beauty of God being imparted to His people 
everywhere— to the ones who sincerely love Him and want 
to be pleasing to Him as they walk out loving Him and 
others. The full potential of the Church, realized in the 
grace of God, is a force to be reckoned with in opposi-
tion to the wicked powers of this world. The Church has 
a destiny that involves a glorious witness to the world 
regarding who Jesus really is and what He is really like.

Therefore, you have a great and glorious future filled 
with beauty, pleasure, joy and profound satisfaction in 
walking out the fullness of the Father’s commands, ex-
periencing His Son’s love and engaging in the power of 
His Spirit. Any book about the Church is a book about 
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Introduction

you and the future that burns in the heart of the Father 
for you. Your story, as we will see, is our shared story. It is 
both weak, broken and small, and significant, eternal and 
powerful at the same exact time. In a critical moment in 
history, God has a glorious plan involving His beauty and 
His people, and that plan is designed to get the attention 
of the nations by advertising who He really is and what 
He is really like. In other words, the destiny I spoke of in 
the previous paragraph is not a far- off, future one. The 
time for the unfolding plans of God to purify, beautify 
and bring His Church into maturity in love is right here, 
right now. He wants you to be right in the middle of it.

God’s plans are just in time. The world is growing sig-
nificantly uglier, and it is happening very quickly.

Our awareness and personal connection to the ugli-
ness is growing at an uncomfortably exponential rate. 
If  you are older, you might agree that the explosion of 
lawlessness, corruption, oppression, looting and beyond 
feels different from the protests and unrest of the 1960s. 
It feels fundamentally different from the malaise of the 
late 1970s, the greed of the 1980s, the financial corruption 
and meltdown of the 1990s and the first decade of this 
current century. What seemed grassroots in the 1960s, or 
segmented in the decades that followed, now seems to be 
impacting everyone, everywhere.

Ugliness.
We are at a moment in our shared history when I likely 

do not even need to define the ugliness. We see, hear 
and experience varying degrees of it daily. Everything is 
political. Everything is an argument. People are living in 
various stages of fear, anger and suspicion toward one 

_Sliker_TriumphOfBeauty_NS_sa.indd   16_Sliker_TriumphOfBeauty_NS_sa.indd   16 5/24/22   8:40 AM5/24/22   8:40 AM

The Triumph of Beauty • David Sliker 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2022 used by permission



Introduction

17

another. Various groups regard the medical community, 
scientists, police, media and more with contempt, anger 
and dismissal— and the contempt is loud and troubling. 
As economies decline and nations become unstable, there 
is an inevitable sense that life as we’ve known it is begin-
ning to slip away, and there is absolutely nothing we can 
do about it. There was a time in which I mourned the 
passing of civility, manners and kindness to strangers. We 
once mourned the death of civil debate and honorable 
disagreement. Today, we wonder at the loss of rationality 
and competence in our civic leaders. Tomorrow, we will 
wonder when the lawlessness will spread to our city and 
what it means to be at peace.

The question arises, “How did our world get so ugly, 
dark and brutal?” There is the ugliness that we can see 
clearly now, but the underlying elements of darkness that 
fuel the external ugliness are even more troubling. There 
are ideas, values and dark perspectives that are working 
behind the scenes, shaping people’s thoughts and desper-
ate actions. People do not listen to one another, nor do 
they reason together in disagreement, because they have 
no sense of the worth or dignity of the person they are 
disagreeing with. Indeed, the worst characterizations are 
applied to ideological enemies. They are not just wrong; in 
the modern expression of merciless rage at our ideologi-
cal enemies, they are Nazis, white supremacists, racists. 
They are characterized as fascists, liars, corrupt rats and 
absolutely and irredeemably evil. Once these designations 
are applied, there can be no mercy, no redemption, no rec-
onciliation. Anything people do to keep this kind of evil, 
useless person out of any kind of power or influence seems 
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justifiable. If your ideological enemy is, in your mind, a 
Nazi or a white supremacist oppressor, then any means 
used to oppose that enemy could be considered righteous 
and noble.

This ugliness toward one another is, therefore, the fruit 
of dehumanizing the “other.” In our zeal to keep the other 
side from obtaining power that threatens our way of life 
and the world as we want it to be, we have removed the 
beauty, dignity and humanity our Father in heaven has be-
stowed on other “image bearers”— those who were created 
in the image of Yahweh— before they were even born. This 
cultural moment has far more troubling consequences that 
will follow. Once we dehumanize our enemies this way, we 
begin to treat them accordingly, until we ultimately expel 
them altogether. We have arrived at a stage in history in 
which our humanistic attempts to make the world beau-
tiful or preserve it equals the need to expel those whom 
we perceive as destroying our world. Presently, expulsion 
looks like the silencing of what we deem as harmful or 
destructive voices, effectively ending their ability to con-
tribute to societal discourse. Ultimately, in the days to 
come, the removal of those whom the masses determine 
to be harmful or destructive will involve much darker, evil, 
brutal expressions of self- righteous justice, without due 
process or mercy.

When we believe these things about one another and 
begin to act on what we believe, the logical end of such 
ideas and values is an ugliness far, far beyond what we 
have seen up to now.

Our instinct in times such as these is fight or flight— we 
either try to fight or try to escape. We might fight to 
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change or preserve our immediate context and forge the 
kind of life we want to live. Or we might disconnect, check 
out, tune out the noise and ignore the roar of the world 
around us as it rages and burns. The goal of this book, 
however, is to help us lay hold of a righteous way forward, 
a way that can empower us to bear long with the world 
we have been born into. There is a faith we can lay hold 
of that can empower us to endure with great hope. Such 
a faith empowers us to impact the world around us today 
in powerful ways, and to live joyfully free of the cares of 
this life that threaten to choke our hearts and extinguish 
the flame of our love for Jesus. There is a way forward in 
enduring and even conquering the ugliness around us by 
journeying deep into the beauty of God.

This is not a book about ugliness. Again, this is a book 
about beauty.

Beauty is a central feature of a vibrant life in God. It 
is the essential component of a sustained and enjoyable 
prayer life. It is at the core of human pleasure, wonder and 
delight. The beauty of God moves the awakened heart and 
fuels purity and holiness. Why? The dull, callused, bored 
heart was made for pleasure and will actively seek it out 
somewhere. We long to be occupied and engaged, and will 
therefore settle into the rut of far lesser pleasures than the 
eternal ones we were made to enjoy. Yet God made us to 
be preoccupied with the heights of ultimate beauty— the 
kind of beauty that fully thrills the heart and never, ever 
grows old, wearisome or boring. The limitless beauty of 
God is the only fuel for hearts aching for life, joy and 
pleasure that becomes increasingly more pleasurable. We 
have been invited through the Gospel and the work of the 
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cross to drink deeply of the radiant, beautiful glory that 
we have entered into through Christ.

How God Conquers the Human Heart

Beauty is how God conquers the human heart. This is a 
new idea for many Christians. Beauty is not often pre-
sented as a subject central to our faith. It can therefore 
be strange to hear that beauty is an essential element of 
walking in holiness, experiencing the love of God and 
growing in our relationship with Him. The central feature, 
however, of our hope in God’s promises to come is that He 
will make all things beautiful in His time. Solomon talks 
about this in Ecclesiastes 3:11, saying that God will make 
all things beautiful, and when He does, as the psalmist 
declared, Yahweh will adorn (clothe) Himself with that 
beauty and splendor (see Psalm 104:1–2).

The very proof that God is beautiful in character and 
nature—a beauty that He will put on display for all to 
see— is when we, His image bearers, are transformed to 
express that same beauty and splendor. This is the cen-
tral premise of this book. The beautiful God is going to 
make you and me beautiful, along with His entire Church, 
before transforming this world and bringing it into the 
fullness of beauty. His people and this world, transformed 
into His idea of beauty without sin or corruption, will be 
God’s “beauty résumé” by which He will fully conquer 
the hearts of all of humanity. Every knee will bow, and 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and 
that He is the only one worthy to rule over His created 
order.
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Growing up in a Pentecostal church culture, I learned 
that experiencing God happened by experiencing the 
power of the Holy Spirit. I was taught to seek the experi-
ence of God’s presence through a manifestation of the 
Spirit. Sometimes, this meant simply “feeling the presence 
of God,” as Smith Wigglesworth and other Pentecostal 
heroes of the faith had done before me. This could mean 
a weighty presence of the Spirit that bore down on me, 
or an electric sense of the nearness of God in a manifest 
way. Historic Pentecostal renewals spoke of even more 
intense manifestations of God’s presence that could cause 
physical manifestations like shaking, weeping, laughing 
or shouting. As a young man, I was therefore taught to 
“wait on the Lord” and seek the manifestations of His 
presence that might follow His “arrival” into a meeting.

I was also taught to operate in the gifts of the Spirit, or 
to engage when others “flowed” with the Spirit through 
the gifts. Body life meant that Christians could and should 
prophesy, heal the sick and cast out devils. The power 
of the Spirit expressed through the Body in ministering 
to one another is a powerful way of engaging with the 
wonder and awe of who God is and how He moves in our 
midst. This book is not a denial of these very powerful 
means of engaging with who God is. This was what my 
Christianity looked like in my formative years, and be-
cause of that, I grew to love the power and presence of 
the Holy Spirit in my life and in His Church.

Early on, however, I found that I did not know what 
to do in the meantime, while I waited for God to move. I 
could serve, work and play, but I felt as if something was 
missing from my pursuit of Jesus. I had an aptitude for 
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apologetics and the pursuit of truth, which included an 
ability to expose flawed arguments. Unsurprisingly, my 
ability to win biblical arguments and advocate for biblical 
wisdom bore very little fruit in the teenagers and young 
adults I was ministering to at that time.

One could contend that this is true, by and large, for 
the Church of the Western world as well. The evangelical 
posture of defending the faith has fashioned Christian 
apologists who love truth and love exposing lies and de-
ceptions, and who rightly seek to “hold fast what is good” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:21). However, the evangelical use of 
rhetoric, logic and appeals to reason has made little impact 
on the surrounding culture. I made little impact that way 
on my city and on the young people I was serving.

I love the power of the Holy Spirit and the manifes-
tation of His presence. I love truth and appreciate the 
valuable tools available to me to defend truth and expose 
deception. Reason and logic have limitations, however, 
engaging the mind but often leaving the heart untouched 
and unmoved. The power of the Holy Spirit is a critical 
element of my faith, and the awe and wonder that God’s 
power elicits go further than reason and logic in moving 
my heart. There is a reason that Pentecostal Christianity 
is the fastest growing expression of Christianity on the 
earth, and has been for the last century. The power of the 
Spirit was meant for a higher purpose, however, and not 
as an end in itself.

The Spirit’s power can shock and awe us, but not sus-
tain or fashion our hearts to be anchored and steady in 
every season. The power of God can capture our attention 
and excite our holy imagination, stirring us with genuine 
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excitement to pursue God. The purpose of that power, 
however, is to point us toward His beauty.

It is God’s beauty that awakens and moves our hearts 
before making them tender and responsive to God’s truth 
and active leadership. Power commands attention. Once 
God has our attention, He wants to fasten our lives to His 
truth. The way He steadies and sustains us with His truth 
is through the delight and true joy we find in the revelation 
of His beauty. This book is an examination of how this 
works in our lives today, and where beauty is taking all of 
us before the Lord returns.

The Ultimate Way God Draws Us In

Beauty is the ultimate way God draws us into wholehearted 
love. What does the Bible mean when it references God’s 
beauty? The words beauty and beautiful occur in the Old 
Testament over one hundred times, with many different 
ancient Hebrew words being used to express the idea of 
beauty at the core of God’s being and desire.

The earth and the Garden where humanity was born 
were beautiful. Eden means paradise on earth. Therefore, 
one of our greatest longings from our inception is to re-
turn to that place of beauty as our eternal home with 
God. That there is beauty to enjoy— splendor, grandeur, 
brightness— is because beauty began as God’s idea. His 
throne room is filled with light, colors, sounds, fragrance 
and beyond. Beauty is that which is pleasing to the senses, 
at times overwhelming them with splendor and grandeur. 
Our God, the Maker of heaven and earth, is the very 
source and ultimate definition of beauty.
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The way God designed us makes us very responsive 
to beauty. Our senses are attracted or drawn to beauty 
because we were meant to become what we behold. As 
we are drawn to and then behold the ultimate beauty that 
God Himself displays and expresses, we are transformed 
to reflect that beauty ourselves. The apostle Paul wrote 
about this: “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of 
the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18). Seeing aspects of God’s 
infinite splendor and beauty has a powerful transforming 
impact on our lives. God subdues and conquers the hearts 
of His people simply by letting them see small glimpses 
of Himself. Our minds are renewed by something more 
than knowing what God wants; they are washed and made 
new (beautiful) by knowing what God is like. Knowing 
His thoughts, emotions, attributes and character forms 
our thinking in very powerful ways.

At the very beginning, God made the earth beautiful. 
It was pleasing to behold and dwell in, and its trees were 
“pleasant to the sight and good for food” (Genesis 2:9). 
In other words, God was neither utilitarian nor sparse in 
creating this world for humanity to dwell in. In one simple 
phrase describing the origins of the earth, we learn that God 
desired that our world be pleasant, and that beauty excite all 
our senses. He desired that what we see would be pleasant, 
while at the same time being pleasing to eat as well. Flavor 
and taste are part of the plan of beauty God conceived in 
crafting a place for us to dwell with Him forever.

That humanity was set within the Garden surrounded 
by powerful rivers means that fragrance was also part of 
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what God intended for the paradisiacal context He set us 
into. Moses wrote that humanity was formed from the 
dust in the wilderness, and then was set within the Garden 
of perfection. From this context of ultimate beauty, where 
Adam and Eve communed with the Maker of heaven and 
earth, the very source and definition Himself of beauty, 
humanity was given the mandate to govern and steward 
that beauty and expand it outward from Eden to tame and 
transform the wild world around them (see Genesis 1:28).

In other words, the very mission and mandate of hu-
manity from the beginning was to both “tend and keep” 
the Garden, or to nurture beauty (Genesis 2:15). It was 
also to expand it beyond Eden, or to make all things beau-
tiful beyond the boundaries of Eden where humanity 
dwelt. The promise of God to make all things beautiful— 
declared by the prophet Isaiah, and again at the end of 
the book of Revelation— is about the restoration of the 
paradise He made and the beauty that He planted with 
His own hands, by which the earth becomes “new” again 
(see Isaiah 43:19; 65:17; Revelation 21:5).

The ones who were born to bear (express) God’s image 
were meant to be the ones who partner with Him in this 
glorious mission to beautify the world. We clean, deco-
rate and improve our homes, yards, gardens and work-
places because of the deep yearning of the human heart 
to both keep beauty and make beautiful. We are drawn to 
aesthetics— beautiful homes, beautiful places and spaces, 
even outwardly beautiful people. We have an interior drive 
to make ourselves and the spaces we inhabit beautiful. 
Beauty— both a love for it and a desire to express it— lies 
at the core of what makes us human.
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In this book I also intend to explore the application of 
beauty from the Scriptures into our perseverance, interior 
transformation and ultimate destiny prior to the return of 
Jesus (and beyond). God has a plan to impart His beauty 
into His people and express that beauty to the world 
around us. Christianity built around our circumstances— 
how people treat us, how things work themselves out in 
our lives (or don’t work out), how our money and honor 
land in comparison to those around us— is not an en-
during, powerful or deep expression of faith and love for 
Jesus. Our self- centered interior orientation can fully turn 
outward, however, as beauty empowers us to set our love 
and trust completely on Him. His global “beauty plan” is 
designed to take our breath away, and in doing so, to set 
our hearts with resolve into the larger redemptive storyline 
unfolding around us. God reveals His beauty to stabilize 
our hearts, even as everything that can be shaken begins 
to shake.

This is the story of the Church, in all her glory and 
beauty— both presently and in the coming days. The 
Church doesn’t seem to have a compelling story at the 
moment, whether in the eyes of a broader world that dis-
misses her or even within the Church itself. Those outside 
the Church, and often those inside, sometimes have a very 
low opinion of the broader Body of Christ in light of 
exposed sin and weakness. The Church seems very, very 
weak and very, very sinful. She does not seem beautiful 
to any who care to observe her. It seems impossible that 
she will be beautiful in the future.

This is, of course, a reflection of how we view our-
selves personally. We don’t feel as though we have a very 
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compelling story as it relates to the global purposes and 
plans of God. We don’t feel qualified to engage in the full 
glory and beauty of what God is going to do in the earth. 
We have a much more pronounced sense of our weakness 
and sin than we do of His love and emotions toward us. 
Yet God tells a very different story about us and those we 
love than the story that we perceive.

This is powerfully true about the Church as well. What-
ever story the world or we ourselves tell about her, we 
can be confident that Jesus is telling a very different story 
about His Bride. At the same exact time, He is writing a 
very different story for her rapidly unfolding future and 
destiny— and it is a very, very beautiful story. He is going 
to impart His beauty into our lives and into His Church 
in fullness.

That is the power of beauty as God imparts it through 
grace. Beauty anchors us into Him, setting within us the 
necessary elements of an unshakable life. As our lives be-
come rooted and grounded in His love and beauty, we 
become a powerful expression of who God is and what 
He is like. Our lives as His image bearers testify to the 
superiority of His leadership and His ways, drawing the 
hearts of the men and women around us to follow Him 
willingly (see Ephesians 3:16–19).

Beauty transforms, and beauty provokes. This is a criti-
cal process for each of us as individual followers of Jesus. 
It is also how God proves to the world that His Son is wor-
thy to be the King of kings, Lord over all, Ruler of heaven 
and earth. Beauty experienced and expressed becomes the 
résumé of Jesus, by which every knee ultimately bows and 
every tongue confesses that He is Lord.
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How does God do it? How does He help us willingly and 
freely love and obey Him, in full voluntary agreement with 
His leadership and will? How does He transform our hearts 
to be filled with mercy for the weak, the broken and the 
unsafe? He is unmatched in His ability to cause our hearts 
to freely choose to love, serve and bless our enemies who are 
set against us. What is the incredible process and journey 
into mature love that ends with us loving and serving His 
Church the way He does, even in the face of rage, resistance 
and trouble on every side? How does He set within us the 
kind of love and tenderness toward people that endures 
and transcends pain, disappointment and doubt?

He does all of this by leading us perfectly and skillfully 
in a manner that awakens and provokes us to choose His 
way of love, mercy, tenderness and generosity voluntarily. 
The way that He draws us— past our resistance, through 
our weakness and immaturity— into a love so different 
from the world’s is with His beauty. As we shall see, beauty 
is the key to unlocking our full destiny in Christ.

Finally, this book will be an exploration of our process 
and journey as image bearers of God’s beauty. We will 
explore the brilliance of the Lord’s wisdom and leadership 
in our lives. The fullness of our hope rests in His ability 
to bring us into our destiny and calling in Him, as we en-
dure faithfully and grow in love. The beauty of the Lord 
is something that He desires— with great zeal— to impart 
into our lives. Our beautiful God is passionate about beau-
tifying His creation. All that humanity has corrupted or 
defiled will be made new. All things will be made beauti-
ful. The wonder of His plan to make all things beautiful 
is that He begins right here, right now, with you and me.
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OUR JOURNEY 
INTO GOD’S 

BEAUTY
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1

Beauty That  
Reorients Our Life

What is your life oriented toward? There are basic 
desires that orient our lives and drive our actions 

and choices. At a base level, we want our material needs 
met— food, clothing, a home and the means or resources 
to provide these necessities. In the process of acquiring 
the resources necessary to build our lives, we also have 
emotional and relational needs that must be met. Our 
Creator declared in the Garden of our origination: “It 
is not good that man should be alone” (Genesis 2:18). 
We need companionship, friendship and acceptance from 
those around us. We were created with a need for uncon-
ditional acceptance— to be loved and cherished despite 
our weaknesses and shortcomings. While our material 
needs might be met on an ongoing basis, if our emotional 
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needs are not met, our relationships will become toxic 
and unmanageable and our behaviors even more broken 
and unhealthy.

Beyond these base material and emotional needs, we 
have desires and longings in the depths of our souls that 
were placed there by our Father. Some of these desires 
include a longing for greatness and impact, or a life of 
genuine significance. Our desire to be loved runs deeper 
than we realize, too, beyond the surface friendships and 
small talk that fills our lives. We long to be enjoyed, and to 
experience the beauty of intimacy without shame. We also 
have a profound desire to be wholehearted, or fully given 
to the people and things we love. Finally, we were made 
for pleasure, and we have a deep desire to be fascinated 
or captivated by beauty.

A fulfilling and ultimately satisfying life therefore looks 
like one in which we are known and enjoyed freely, just 
as we are right now, in all our weaknesses and deficien-
cies. We want to engage at a deep relational level with the 
ones whom we trust and feel safe with, genuinely connect-
ing and being known and understood. We want to make 
genuine contributions that serve those around us who care 
about us, and we want to have a lasting impact long after 
we have gone. We want to be fully engaged with all our 
hearts into these kinds of relationships and significant, 
meaningful contributions. In the process, we want to be 
fascinated by beauty along the way.

By design, our deeper needs and longings ultimately 
find their greatest fulfillment and satisfaction when met 
by God Himself. His desire is to capture our hearts and 
fascinate us with His beauty, as the one who authored all 
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beauty. His very design of the human spirit works in us 
to define beauty. The elements of style, color, design and 
order that people draw from to determine what is beauti-
ful originated within Him.

It is God Himself who ultimately “satisfies the require-
ments” of aesthetic or external beauty as a means of draw-
ing us into an exhilarating relationship with Him. This 
relationship reveals to us the far more profound beauty of 
His personality, emotions and character. His beauty is in-
extricably linked to His love— specifically, to how He loves 
in a manner that brings powerful and eternal resolution 
to our human search for acceptance and understanding, 
without shame or rejection. There is no one who loves us 
like the One who knows us deepest and best.

This kind of beauty awakens and stirs our hearts, and 
this kind of love frees and empowers our hearts with the 
kind of fearless, courageous engagement with God that 
we were made to express. This is the kind of love that 
ignites the wholehearted response we long to give. We 
don’t want to hold anything back or live a safe, risk- free 
life when we feel secure in love. We want to be fully given 
and are therefore positioned by Jesus’ love to make the 
kind of significant, long- term impact that we have qui-
etly and desperately been wanting to make on the world 
around us. This is the kind of life God wants for us— one 
of significance, fulfillment and purpose from a place of 
confident rest, as we experience the pleasure of being loved 
and enjoyed by God and others whom we serve and bless.

Pursuing and growing into this kind of life takes a signif-
icant, long- term reorientation of our hearts. Between our 
own sinfulness or fallenness and the fallen world we have 
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been raised in, we have learned to order our lives around 
the absence of God rather than around His dynamic pres-
ence in our lives. In His relative absence in our thinking 
and daily experience, our value systems and priorities have 
been ordered around the satisfaction of our material and 
emotional needs, with ourselves as the primary source 
we draw from.

In addition, we have learned to draw from one another 
for significance, satisfaction and strength. Both sources— 
ourselves and other people— are profoundly limited, bro-
ken, toxic and ultimately dissatisfying and disappointing. 
Men and women fail one another, fail themselves and 
even at their best use and exhaust one another in seek-
ing to satisfy the never- ending search for fulfillment and 
pleasure.

The current orientation of many people’s hearts is built 
around unhealthy compulsions and unsatisfied desires. 
Our culture defines success according to the social and 
economic systems that reward us with honor, privilege, 
affirmation, increased resources, finances and influence. 
In other words, we learn to define success according to the 
measure in which our material needs are assured and our 
emotional and relational needs are satisfied in relation-
ship with our material needs. If people like us and reward 
us in ways that contribute to our financial and material 
stability, we feel a sense of professional fulfillment and 
personal satisfaction. All of this builds within our souls a 
love of money and a loyalty to it that supersedes all other 
loyalties. Our emotional and relational needs therefore be-
come subservient to our need for material security, rather 
than being complementary to it. All of our needs and 
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desires— material, emotional, relational— need to be met 
in a manner that helps us feel safe and secure. Otherwise, 
our resultant insecurity positions us to be adversarial to 
the people who threaten our sense of well- being.

Unless God is our source and supply, the one who meets 
our deepest needs and desires in the way that best satisfies 
our hearts, we will never be at rest. We will never, ever 
be free.

The First and Great Commandment

In the gospels, Jesus sums up the entirety of the Law of 
Moses in one command. In doing so, He gives us the es-
sence of Christianity and the ultimate statement of what 
it is that our heavenly Father wants to produce in our lives. 
In one command, all of humanity is given the “measur-
ing rod” that redefines what truly matters. Life, success 
and significance must now be defined by our ability to 
love God.

In the Law of Moses, the command to Israel was to 
“love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). In 
the gospel of Matthew, Jesus declares, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). In the gospels 
of Mark and Luke, Jesus states that we shall love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (see 
Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27). In each gospel, Jesus follows 
His initial declaration with the command to “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” He both summarizes Yahweh’s 
command, given through Moses, to love God by keeping 
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His charge, statutes, judgments and commandments (see 
Deuteronomy 11:1), and He makes a critically important 
point— one that defines our lives and shapes our destinies. 
The point is this: Apart from obeying His commands, it is 
impossible to fulfill the commandment to love God. His 
commands serve the express purpose of directing our lives 
toward loving the people around us. It is therefore impos-
sible to succeed at loving God wholeheartedly without 
loving the people around us who populate our lives.

Jesus added another key point to this commandment 
when He established it as “the first and great command-
ment” (Matthew 22:38, emphasis added). This command-
ment is to be understood as the one that takes highest 
priority as the Holy Spirit works in our lives, since love 
for God is the primary thing the Spirit wants to bring 
forth in us by grace and the work of His power. This new, 
highest of priorities now goes beyond redefining success; 
it establishes our life purpose and essential meaning. If 
work, family life, material goods and even ministry itself 
(and ministries themselves) do not contribute to, promote 
and in some way help produce a life flowing with love for 
Jesus in every measure of our heart, our soul, our thoughts 
and our time, energy and money, then those pursuits are 
essentially meaningless. We are answerable at the Judg-
ment Seat of Christ related to this one measurement of 
our lives: Did we truly love God, and did our love for God 
involve loving others?

This is the “great” commandment in that it is the one 
most beneficial for our lives and future. It is first in pri-
ority and importance, and great in scope and impact. It 
encompasses everything pertaining to life and godliness, 
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defining, but also permeating and fundamentally reshap-
ing, our very quality of life and how we experience and 
enjoy it. To be reoriented and recalibrated to Jesus’ value 
system and definition of success is to begin to touch the 
deepest places of desire and satisfaction, of fulfillment and 
reward. To engage in the first and great commandment is 
to answer the issues and compulsions of the heart, making 
our spirituality practical and achievable daily.

Jesus’ command brings meaning to the mundane, small 
and unexciting areas of our lives. It brings dignity and 
beauty through dynamic purpose and fulfillment found in 
hidden places, unnoticed and overlooked by most people, 
and unappreciated by those who seek to reward us accord-
ing to a very empty, meaningless societal system. Now it is 
possible for every stay- at- home parent, every accountant, 
teacher, insurance specialist and beyond to excel in the 
Kingdom and be great in the sight of the Lord, regardless 
of who notices, rewards or affirms it. A great reward awaits 
a very different kind of hidden life, small and unimportant 
in the eyes of others. We can live beautiful lives filled with 
genuine, sincere love for Jesus. We can overcome pain, re-
jection and offense to love as He loves. We can know that 
it means something related to our future to make these 
kinds of difficult choices. We can now live before an audi-
ence of One, laboring by grace to offer Him our thought 
life, our personality, our passions and emotions, and our 
personal resources as a daily offering of love to Him who 
satisfies all our longings.

What else could so beautifully define our lives? What 
else could give us dignity, strength and purpose in a manner 
that enables us to make every minute count for something 
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eternal that is outside the societal pressure to produce and 
achieve?

A Prayer Life That Beautifies Our Hearts

The difficulty Christians have in laying hold of this new 
measurement for success is that it comes with a high initial 
cost. It is not easy to redirect our heart, soul, mind and 
strength toward something that initially seems to have 
little immediate benefit for our bank account and repu-
tation. It is never easy to pass up the chance to seize an 
opportunity or stand out amongst the crowd. It is never 
easy to serve and invest in others without caring about 
what they offer us in return. Social rules ingrained over the 
course of our lives have conditioned us to care about the 
immediate, temporal rewards we can get from the people 
around us who most seem to impact the quality of our 
lives.

To truly embrace the first and great commandment and 
make it the central pillar of what our lives are about there-
fore requires an inward transformation. This will change 
how we think, what we care about, how we feel about the 
small transactions of love that no one else sees or appreci-
ates, and ultimately what we give our time and energy to. 
In other words, to succeed at this commandment is to be 
radically transformed in our mind, soul and heart, which 
changes the way we give our strength.

Of course, we cannot simply decide to change the very 
core of who we are, what we value and how we think. It 
takes more than time and effort. It takes a genuine work 
of grace, by the power of the Holy Spirit working within 

_Sliker_TriumphOfBeauty_NS_sa.indd   38_Sliker_TriumphOfBeauty_NS_sa.indd   38 5/24/22   8:40 AM5/24/22   8:40 AM

The Triumph of Beauty • David Sliker 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2022 used by permission



Beauty That Reorients Our Life 

39

us. This kind of transformative grace happens as we rec-
ognize the truth of God’s Word and our need to align 
our hearts and lives to what He cares about, followed 
by genuine repentance that involves turning to God for 
help to change inwardly. Only He can transform us from 
within; we cannot change ourselves.

God must be the initiator and source of what is right 
and true, along with providing the power for us to walk 
in His truth. He instructs and helps us since we are pow-
erless to understand and obey without the activity of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives as the Helper (John 14:26; 15:26; 
16:7). Love for Jesus in us flows from the Spirit. As we 
are loved, we are “washed by His love” and empowered 
to love Him back. Therefore, it is impossible to grow in 
love for Jesus without talking with Him from His Word 
on a continual basis.

Let me explain. As I spent the last few decades work-
ing in a prayer ministry, I discovered the beauty of God- 
centered, scriptural prayers that ask for help from a place 
of growing confidence in who God is and what He wants 
to impart. These kinds of prayers are not “better” than 
other types of prayers. I am not submitting the idea that 
these are the prayers God enjoys more. Every moment we 
spend reaching toward our Father who loves us is a mo-
ment very well spent. Every small reach moves the heart 
of God and contributes to our life with Him. The benefit 
of God- centered, scriptural prayers is in their power to 
move our own hearts, not the heart of God.

That is the divine logic of why the prayers of the New 
Testament are worded in the manner that they are. They 
are designed to accelerate the movement of our hearts and 
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capture us with the beauty of who God is, what He is like 
and what He wants to impart to His people. Praying the 
prayers of Scripture is one of the gifts God has given us 
to help us. His prayers, His Word and His commands are 
all for our benefit and help. God therefore connects our 
loving Him with our prayer and obedience, or our con-
nection and agreement with Him. As we yield our own 
strength and ways and turn ourselves to access His power, 
help and wisdom, our heart, soul, mind and strength are 
all transformed over time as we grow in love for Him.

The redefinition of our lives around love— love from 
Jesus, love for Jesus— changes everything. It happens very 
slowly, over a long period of time, as we faithfully chip 
away at the orientation of our soul around this world’s 
value systems and rewards. Over time, through prayer, 
diligent study of God’s Word, and the continual work 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives, the “spirit of wisdom and 
revelation” that Paul prayed we would experience slowly 
imparts experiential truth and clarity to us about the Word 
and heart of God (Ephesians 1:17).

As we reach out to connect continually with Jesus 
over many years, the cumulative impact of tens of thou-
sands of small encounters with His Holy Spirit and truth 
transforms our perspective and our sense of what mat-
ters. These are the small but significant moments that we 
don’t count as “God encounters,” but they constitute the 
many— almost imperceptible— ways that God transforms 
our thinking and emotions over time. It may be that you 
are listening to a sermon, the content of which you have 
heard many times before. It may be that as a Scripture is 
explained, suddenly it feels as if you have never heard of 
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that verse before and it is striking your holy imagination 
for the first time. In that moment, the Word of God, some 
key ideas, some perspectives and truths about Jesus and 
how He thinks and feels— suddenly, it just makes sense 
to you. It clicks, and suddenly you think differently about 
your situation, about God, about your future or about 
your friends and family.

As we make loving God our primary ambition, the re-
orientation of our soul causes us to reach for and become 
students of His love. There are dozens and dozens of var-
ied expressions of Jesus’ love in Scripture, but our inward, 
self- focused orientation can make us miss so many of the 
ways that Jesus expresses His active love for us daily. We 
do not have an eye for His beauty and therefore miss the 
details of His love. Our prayer lives are far more focused 
on our own deficiencies than they are on His sufficiency.

However, as we begin to pray and ask God to reveal 
Himself to us, to show us who He really is and what He 
is really like— and most powerfully, to give us a greater 
understanding of how He loves us— He will answer us in 
small but very significant ways. Slowly, suddenly, the eyes 
of our understanding are enlightened and we see details 
that we can comprehend and apply into our specific situ-
ations (see Ephesians 1:18–19). We whisper to Him, This 
is how You feel about me, right here, today. . . .

The truth connects and begins to take root in our heart. 
We begin to believe that what we are perceiving is real, 
and true, and beginning to redefine and reshape our lives.
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