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To Tracey, my bride
For you and for our grandchildren,
so that in the days to come they might know
where we are going, how we got here
and what we need to do about it.
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FOREWORD

I

believe that the book you hold in your hands will be one of
the most important books that you could read in this hour of
history. In a time when many are focused on the present crises,
financial pressures and personal disruptions, David Sliker has
produced something that can help us set our eyes on the much
greater problem that lies beyond the troubles of today. This
problem involves the blazing purity, love and holiness of God
as He seeks to fully engage with His Church and the lost world.
Many teachers speak of the kindness, mercy and compassion
of the Lord toward us. I am grateful for this foundational message and for those who work hard to help people see the heart
of love that Jesus possesses for people. What is also needed in
this hour of history is a robust teaching on the fear of the Lord
and His holiness alongside these messages of faith, hope and
love. Isaiah spoke of being strengthened by cultivating a fear of
God and a greater insight into the beauty of God: “Wisdom and
knowledge will be the stability of your times, and the strength
of salvation; the fear of the Lord is His treasure. . . . Your eyes
will see the King in His beauty” (Isaiah 33:6, 17). More than
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Foreword

ever, we need the whole counsel of God and the knowledge
of Him that we might stand with unshakable confidence and
great resolve even in the face of escalating pressure that is sure
to come in the days ahead.
Modern people have given little thought to the dilemma
associated with a holy God invading a broken, fallen, rebellious world. But we must wrestle with the disruptive dynamics
of God’s power, temporal judgments and zeal to remove everything that hinders His love across the world. Too rarely do we
consider that God wants to do more than simply bless us now
and evaluate our lives in the age to come. He desires not just to
remove us to another world beyond the veil, but to invade and
change the world we currently inhabit. The collision between
holy and unholy—as a radiant, pure, undefiled God enters our
sinful world—has serious consequences. To my knowledge, few
have written on those consequences and even fewer are calling
the Body of Christ to prepare for the coming collision of the
two worlds.
I urge you, then, to read this book with special care and to
take time to do so prayerfully. This is a book that needs to be
considered beyond mere curiosity about the future and what
it may hold. It contains truths that need to be reflected on and
recommitted to when the race becomes difficult and we become
weary in our “long obedience in the same direction,” as Eugene
Peterson once wrote.
I am thankful for David’s work to bring this message forth
for times such as these. I believe that, as strange and uncomfortable as the current pressures are, they are merely the beginning
of even greater pressures to come in the years ahead. Therefore,
it is vital that the Body of Christ live with urgency as we consider the events surrounding Jesus’ return by cultivating spiritual strength in our inner lives now so that we can successfully
12
The Nations Rage • David Sliker
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission

_Sliker_NationsRage_KD_jck.indd 12

6/15/20 4:42 PM

Foreword

navigate the future and thrive in the face of greater temptations
and persecutions.
Therefore, this kind of book and teaching resource is essential in helping us connect ideas and passages in the Bible
that we haven’t focused on very much in the past. These ideas
have always been in the Scriptures, but they make the most
sense to the generation of the Lord’s return, for as we draw
nearer to the Lord’s return, the prophetic Scriptures and God’s
redemptive story line will become clearer to us. The great gift
of the Holy Spirit’s leadership as the Teacher who will “guide
you into all truth . . . and tell you things to come” is the gift of
clarity (John 16:13). Clarity and understanding give us courage and resolve to press into the plans and purposes of God as
the world becomes more uncertain and difficult to navigate. I
encourage you to gain clarity on the end-time plan of God and
to apprehend the courage and conviction that follow, leading
to a lifestyle of prayer and fasting, the pursuit of holiness and
a fear of the Lord—all things that equip us to enjoy our full
destiny in Christ, together.
In that regard, we need a thousand books such as this one,
with a thousand different voices from around the world giving
leadership and clarity to the passion and purpose of Christ in
these crucial years. My prayer is that yours would become one
of those voices.
Mike Bickle, director, International House of Prayer
of Kanas City
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INTRODUCTION

I

t is not uncommon for Westerners, by and large, to think
about the future in self-absorbed terms. Christians in the West
sometimes do the same, using words such as destiny and calling
and phrases like “being what I’m made to be,” reducing the
future to a canvas upon which to paint personal ambitions.
Therefore, when we think about the future we may be merely
dreaming up ways to escape the dreariness of our mundane
lives rather than thinking along biblical lines. Much of modern
Western Christianity can seem, at times, to be about looking
for ways to improve circumstances and comfort. We do not
want it to be this way. Thankfully, we have a God-given longing for eternity that causes us to ache for something more than
the superficiality of the culture we are surrounded by. There is
something deeper within us that desires the permanence of the
age to come versus the sinful, broken construct of a world that
is rapidly passing away.
Sadly (even as some export this superficial version of Christianity to the rest of the world), we may not realize that we have
absorbed a cultural construct that is not helpful to us—one that
15
The Nations Rage • David Sliker
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission

_Sliker_NationsRage_KD_jck.indd 15

6/15/20 4:42 PM

Introduction

strays from the biblical view of the world. The Bible does not
promise a pain-free life or the end of all suffering. It never tells
us that things will always be easy, or that our circumstances
will always be happy during our time on this earth. Biblical
self-fulfillment does not come from happy circumstances. God’s
blessings and favor do not match our culture’s definition of
the ideal life. If we cling to a culture of self-centered optimism
disguised as a modern form of biblical hope, we will eventually find ourselves disillusioned and cynical, rolling our eyes
with world-weary frustration at the sunny optimism of our
misplaced idealism. In addition, we may become unable or unwilling to lean into the grace and help of the Holy Spirit that
will be necessary in the difficult days to come. If we are not
careful, our cultural, self-help-oriented positivism can initiate
a very different conversation from the one the Father wants to
have with us about the future.
It may never occur to most of us that this kind of self-centered thinking is a relatively new phenomenon in human history. Westerners are unusually blessed with abundance, even
if we feel the pinch of the cost of living. The very fact that we
dream about the cars we want to buy and the vacations we
want to save for and the future houses we might purchase sets
us apart from the vast majority of the human population that
has gone before us. If past generations could behold our daily
lives and ambitions, we would seem to them like people from
another world.
Actually, the relative newness of our ambitious ideas should
inform us that the ways in which we think about the future
are not exactly biblical in nature or origin. For the most part,
the people who populate the Bible grew up in one locality and
followed their fathers’ trades. They were oppressed by kings
and empires with powerful militaries and concentrated wealth.
16
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The Bible is for us, but it was not written initially to us, nor
is it about us.
Yet it is more than likely that we find ourselves in the final
generation before the Lord’s return, the generation that the
Bible speaks about often in context of the unique dynamics
that surround His return. One could argue that many of our
generation are practically incapable and emotionally unable
to face these unique dynamics of trouble and glory with true
faith and courage. Still there is much hope. The great cloud of
witnesses that the writer of Hebrews spoke of, who watch the
tireless labors of Jesus to bring His Church into the fullness of
her destiny, will be astonished to see the final generation before
the Lord’s return—the one with so much working against it
historically, politically, socially and emotionally—produce men
and women of solid heavenly caliber. When we come to the
absolute end of our own strength, gifts, abilities and resources,
He is able to do breathtaking things to bring His people into
the fullness of their true destiny. He is our hope, and the Bible
is all about Him.
The Bible never talks about Jesus’ aptitudes, gifts or abilities.
We do not know what He could do in His own strength and
natural talent, apart from carpentry that He learned from His
father. We know much about Him from the Scriptures, yet in
modern terms, we know nothing about Him. We do not know
about His personality profile, His management aptitudes or
His corporate leadership and productivity levels. My point here
is not to call these approaches into question. I do not have a
problem with these tools; they serve their purpose related to
efficiency and team building. I am interested in the contrast
between the secondary things that our culture elevates as the
most important details and what the Bible actually describes.
While gifts and personality profiles can help us to accomplish
17
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tasks, the Bible wants to emphasize something very different,
and very powerful about the Man from Nazareth. What are we
to know about Jesus?
We know that He was and is the ultimate Apostle, Prophet,
Teacher, Evangelist, Shepherd and the rightful King of Israel.
The Bible tells us mostly about His character, His attributes and
attitudes, and what He was like in very human terms. We know
Him best not as a gifted man, but as the Man of the Cross. We
know most about how He loves. We know how He serves. We
know that He is coming again. He is the ultimate expression of
human potential, emptied of self, abandoned in fiery passion
and love for His Bride. He is committed to bringing us into the
same place with the same heart.
O, the Man of the Cross! The One who defined what it
means to be truly human and fully alive displayed the beauty of
human potential as His Father defined it. He was the One who
did only what He saw the Father doing; he was fully yielded
to the authority of His Father (John 5:18–20). The One who
is seated as a man upon the highest seat of authority a human
being can occupy is the Lamb who was slain. God brought the
One who had utterly lowered Himself to the place of highest
authority; the humblest man who ever lived was given the place
of greatest power. That is one of the core themes of this book:
power, and what it means in the light of the redemption of
sinful, fallen humanity. The story of the great power struggle
between God and humankind is an ancient story with a future
climax. The fact that there is even a conflict at all between an
eternal, infinite, omnipotent Creator and His mortal created
beings tells us everything we need to know about His kindness,
His mercy and His stunning humility. It also tells us why we
want the conflict to end, that we might be with Him and enjoy
Him in His fullness and glory forever.
18
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I think about where we are today and how we arrived here.
I consider what we believe and what it means for the future.
And I think about how unprepared we are.
Whenever I look at the trajectory of history and the inevitable escalation of sin and darkness, glory and holiness, I remember the only way forward. I must look at Jesus far more
than I do the world around me. The more I know and love Him,
the greater my hope. The urgency of the hour requires that I
cling to the things that really matter, the things that the Bible
calls wise and worthy of my time and energy. In the meantime,
I must stop justifying the trivial and meaningless arguments
and discussions that fill my mind and compete for that same
amount of attention.
How do I go about this?
I can discern the times (see Luke 12:56). I can discover that
I live in days of false promise for a perpetually bright future,
even when all evidence and human nature shout to the contrary.
Far better than the cultural construct of positivism and the
false gospel of bigger and better, the genuine beauty of Jesus
enlists us in the lifelong fight to be with Him and to truly know
Him, no matter the cost, the loss or the pain. This is authentic,
historic Christianity.
What was it like for past generations when, in a moment,
disease, war and trouble found its way to their door? Such a
crisis must have drastically changed the way they spent their
precious remaining moments, because a crisis quickly dispels
the myth of having infinite time, the myth that we believe when
we are young, ambitious and ignorant of our actual future.
Living as we do under the umbrella of a cultural promise of
a perpetual bright future (even when all evidence and human
nature shout to the contrary), we are predisposed to positivism
and the pursuit of comfort and ease, and squandering hours
19
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on things that have no significance or true eternal value. Yet
Jesus loves us deeply and is fully committed to helping us out
of our cultural dilemma and into His clear-sighted Kingdom
of love and mercy and prayer.
I have very little influence over the larger world; my greatest
impact lies in the life of Jesus that I make mine and pass on.
The best inheritance I can give my children and grandchildren
is the knowledge of God. In the face of what is coming, this
has become one of my greatest priorities. With great trust and
confidence, I rely on the leadership of Christ. May I be able to
respond wholeheartedly, without fear or hesitation, to whatever
He does.
I do not want to model myself after the world around me,
appealing as it may seem. As Jesus noted, love will grow cold in
the days to come, and whole nations will rage against heaven:
At that time many will fall away and will betray one another
and hate one another. Many false prophets will arise and will
mislead many. Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s
love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he
will be saved.
Matthew 24:10–13 nasb
Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? The
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord and against His Anointed.
Psalm 2:1–2

This book is an examination of the rage of the nations toward
the Church, God’s plan to produce a mature Bride at the end
of the age, and our righteous response—to grow in an unshakable love for Jesus. It is about believing God and responding
20
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to Him in tender love and friendship, drawing near to Him to
strengthen our hearts and trouble-proof our lives. But please
note, trouble-proof does not mean trouble-free; it means cultivating obedient hearts that take their direction from the rightful
Ruler of all nations.
Our present culture does not believe that this matters. People
take things into their own hands, driven by their own perspectives and opinions rather than the Word of God. I contend
that we must learn to look far beyond self-serving economic
concerns or human efforts to bring justice to the earth. We
must also adopt a sober mind-set that befits the intensity of
what lies ahead.
My hope is that this book is a beginning of a conversation
about what you and I are going to do today about what is coming tomorrow.
Maranatha! Lord Jesus, come!
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1
Preparing to Engage
in the Future Now

T

hree things are coming in the days ahead: great glory
through the Church, great crisis and shaking in the nations, and great judgment from heaven to remove everything
that rages against the love and mercy of Jesus. I believe that
the Church at large is mostly unprepared for all three of these
unfolding spiritual realities.
In this book, I want to examine the current state of affairs
in our culture and society and to connect it to where we as
Christians are going in the future. I want to empower Christians
to adopt a lifestyle of spiritual preparation—the preparation
of the heart—so that we can stand strong and faithful, fully
participating in the plans and purposes of God for His Church.
Along the way, I will discuss a very important premise, namely
that the more God’s glory and activity are expressed through
25
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The Church and the Coming Storm of Glory

the Church in a geographic region, the greater the trouble and
disruption that follows.
When leaders speak about the current state of affairs in
the Western world today, I see two predominant viewpoints: a
positive view and a negative view. For some, the Church and
the nations of the earth are moving toward a bright, hopeful,
glorious future, and the task before the faith-filled Church is to
step into her full potential and engage (perhaps even conquer)
various spheres and areas of society for the Gospel. For others,
these are very difficult and dangerous times, filled with injustice
and oppression, and with moral, spiritual and cultural decline.
These people believe that the doctrinally sound Church must
defend the truth, expose deception and preserve what God has
established in our nation, and that the compassionate Church
must forsake the old church cultures and structures in order to
love the outcast, care for the weak and oppressed, and speak
as modern voices for biblical justice.
Christians young and old gravitate toward the kind of church
that seems to reflect who they want to be and how they want
to engage the world. In many cases, they find it difficult to
find an expression of Christianity that reaches for faith, truth
and love. How is it possible to stand for the truth of the Word
of God, believing Him for a victorious future, and to walk in
mercy and compassion toward the lost (who tend to distort the
truth, exploit the poor or oppress the weak, thereby creating
their own version of the future)? To many people, it is unclear
what the Church is supposed to be in this hour of history. Is
the Church supposed to defend the truth? Is it supposed to love
the lost? Is it supposed to reshape society around godly values?
It is a complex matter to find answers for.
It is hard to find leaders and preachers who tell the larger
story of what is being revealed in our day: that God truly is
26
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accomplishing great and marvelous things around the nations
of the earth, and that there are evidences of His grace and
power that are quite unique in Church history. At the same time,
the state of world affairs is inarguably growing darker and more
anti-Christian. This growing anger against and the rejection
of the Church and Christians should cause us to be sober and
to reach for fresh deposits of grace, power and courage from
the Spirit. We must understand the whole story—the positive
and the negative dimensions of it—in order to have confidence
in the leadership of Jesus regardless of our circumstances and
pressures. To only hear half of the story of what is currently
occurring around the world—of how great things are, or how
terrible they are—is to be set up either for great disillusionment
or great despair. Only when we are clear on where the Bible says
the world is going and what the Church must do about it can
we engage with great faith, vibrant truth and passionate love
for Jesus and others and be dynamically prepared for the future.
We who are the Church must lean in together in order to hear
more clearly what the Spirit is saying. However, it is likely that
there has never been a more difficult era in history in which to
hear. The noise and traffic within our souls, the many voices in
loud disagreement, the many agendas fueled by lust for power
and influence—all work against the ability of the saint in the
modern world to quiet his or her soul and listen to the clear
and beautiful whispers of the Spirit and the Word. Hearing
Him clearly is key. How else can we prepare for the great glory
and crisis that lie ahead?
The forces at work in modern culture serve to dull the heart
and deceive the mind, distracting the Church from the things
that really matter. This satanic strategy disconnects the Church
from the source of her hope and strength, leaving a people unable to respond to what the Spirit is saying now, unprepared to
27
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stand firm in the face of what is coming against the Church in
the days ahead. The consequence, according to Jesus in Matthew 24 and Luke 21, is either great deception or deep despair,
or both. However, we do not need to be afraid. Rather, we need
to be resolved to find the way of wisdom and the grace of God
that are available to us. Then we can confidently pursue His
heart and perspective for this hour of history.
As we take on an uncertain future, one of the prayers of
Paul helps us set the course for understanding, confidence and
steadfast love:
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more
in knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve the
things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits
of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.
Philippians 1:9–11

Our aim in this hour of history, which is therefore the aim
of this book, is to abound in love with knowledge and discernment, so that we can focus with diligence and courage on the
things that matter to God. In doing so, we aim to be sincere
(purehearted) and without any offense (toward God or others,
even our enemies) until we see Him at His return. The goal
of the Gospel is to love Jesus fully. Our growth in knowledge
and discernment according to love means that we prioritize the
things that produce more love in our hearts for Him over the
years. We “approve the things that are excellent” by staying with
the things that are fruitful in loving Jesus as well as rejecting
or repenting of the behaviors and mind-sets that work against
maturing our hearts in love.
28
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Politics, Power and Prophetic Witness

One of the greatest issues facing the Church today is the manner in which we as a people are guided more by ideologies and
emotions than we are by theology and devotion. Both liberal
and conservative ideologies create narratives about who should
or should not lead us and what laws should or should not
govern us. People gravitate toward and argue about each side,
using fear as a powerful tool to motivate allegiance in order to
acquire and keep power. Why do people do this? I believe that
it comes from a great lack of intimacy with Jesus, coupled with
a shallow understanding of the Scriptures. These deficiencies
press Christians to settle for political and ideological substitutes
as they seek control over their quality of life.
Or we could say it like this: Christians in the West struggle
with varying degrees of feeling powerless, and therefore wrestle
with varying degrees of anger within the present context and
fear related to the unknown future. This causes many Christians in the modern Western world to see politics and human
government as the true power base for sweeping societal changes
or the means of their cultural deliverance. They do not see how
God endues power to His saints through prayer, by which Christians bypass the powers of this world to connect to the singular
Power who reigns over the world. They do not appreciate the
way God can invade with His power through His Church to
influence a broken world in need of healing and restoration.
Christians are meant to walk in freedom and grace, empowered to live a life of the highest quality. Difficult circumstances,
oppressive rulers, wicked laws, opportunistic merchants and
systemic sin have very little impact on the Christian who possesses a free heart bound to another King and His glorious
Kingdom. As citizens of a heavenly country, we have been
29
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appointed to be ambassadors and representatives of our King,
witnesses of His beauty and perfect leadership. We are meant to
proclaim the goodness and superiority of His love and leadership as it bears much fruit in our interior lives. We are meant to
lay hold of something glorious and beautiful on the inside that
the world cannot touch, sully or steal; we are meant to display
that beautiful holiness to the world around us and draw all men
to our righteous King.
We do not, therefore, want to be partisan. We want to be
prophetic. To be prophetic in the age of wicked, corrupt and
oppressive power is to refuse to choose sides. Rather, we long
to reconcile the various societal factions to the cross of Christ
and call them all to reckon with His controversial, unyielding
mercy and justice.
This does not mean that the Church is to be apolitical or
politically agnostic. Quite the contrary, the Church is by nature
a political entity, part of a heavenly Kingdom under the rule of
a Jewish King. The Church and its members express political
viewpoints and strong desires regarding the kinds of laws we
want to be governed by. Yet the Church is not solely Republican,
Democratic, conservative or progressive. The Church is biblical, loyal to the Word of God, subject to the leadership of her
King. Therefore our politics must reflect His words, His laws,
His heart and His ethics. Our politics are connected to biblical
promises that we set our hearts on and reach for in prayer. We
labor to advance His Kingdom through good works and the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Christians, therefore, seek a very political end: the full establishment and expression of the Kingdom of God on earth,
in every nation, including and empowering every people group
and language. We are not seeking a conservative end, nor are
we pursuing a liberal-progressive end. Our desire is for Jesus’
30
The Nations Rage • David Sliker
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission

_Sliker_NationsRage_KD_jck.indd 30

6/15/20 4:42 PM

Preparing to Engage in the Future Now

Kingdom to come and His will to be done here on earth in the
same manner as His will is expressed in heaven (see Matthew
6:10). Therefore the essence of the “spirit of prophecy” that
John spoke of in Revelation 19:10 is to call all sides, peoples and
nations to repentance and submission to the love and leadership of Jesus, while bearing witness to His goodness and glory.
We know this to be true, yet the uncertainty and angst related
to the pressures and problems of the hour often cause us to drift
off course. We want to be connected to the presence, person and
power of Jesus, but we often find ourselves adrift and frustrated,
wondering what is happening in the world around us and why.
Ideological answers from political parties that partially align
with our values and views bring a semblance of comfort. We
are partially satisfied with and draw a measure of strength from
the fact that there are many people out there who agree with us.
Yet our way forward is not found in agreement with others,
but in the measure by which we can repent and humble ourselves to agree with Jesus and His Word. As Paul stated, “There
is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). The journey
from insecurity, fear and distress to enduring confidence in the
love and leadership of Jesus that stabilizes our lives and secures
our future begins with a simple acknowledgement: Only One is
fully right in every way, possessing all truth. Everyone else falls
far short of the perfect rightness of His ways. Within God and
His Word alone can the whole truth be found—as well as the
whole unfolding story.

Finding Answers in the Storm

I have spent time over the years with college students, parents
and leaders discussing current events and issues of the day. I
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have found that many of them are perplexed and frustrated,
searching for something. With an angst-driven, growing anger
at the strangeness of all that is happening in the world today,
they are searching for answers. What is happening? Why is it
happening? What does it all mean? The noise on the internet,
our televisions and our phones barrages us with a continuous
chorus of rage, fear, opinions and “answers” from every side.
Such answers carry a seductive, seemingly gratifying element in
their immediacy. They come in the form of the quick statement,
a “gotcha” in which the foolishness and hypocrisy of opposing
arguments are exposed, although at times by means of merely
shouting over others. By servicing our need for the immediate,
cathartic or gratifying answer, loud and brash voices who say
what people want to hear gain outrageously large followings,
and they gain them very quickly.
Some within the Church have picked up on this, using
various means and methodologies. There is a science to marketing and building a following that is quite easy to learn
and put into practice. Thus, Christian leaders have learned
how to come in either just ahead or immediately behind the
issue of the moment. They now emulate the secular voices
that have built ideological and philosophical tribes that follow their every word and use their answers as ammunition to
win the latest cultural argument. They watch and learn and
copy. Now they, too, have answers. In a manner that seems to
have emerged through both a slow build and a sudden shift,
philosophical tribes have formed along political and ideological lines that all give variations of the same answer, tailor-
made to the group that is listening to them. From within the
Church and outside of her, the daily news feed of answers,
clever insights and trite feel-good proverbs fills the air and
clutters our weary souls.
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The problem is, today’s answers may seem to immediately
satisfy the soul in turmoil, but they never provide ultimate satisfaction. The immediate relief that they seem to bring does
not solve any particular problem or possess any kind of permanence. Paradigms are not shifted, hearts are not settled and
there is very little actual growth or progress as result. The clever
answers of the experts, personalities and voices do little but
prompt knowing nods, although they may spark a new outrage, even at times inspiring a temporary crusade that seems
of central importance today but is quickly forgotten tomorrow.
What is the better way? The Scriptures deem it more valuable
than gold and tell us that, when acquired, it has more power
and potency than a mere summary statement could ever bring
to the human heart. This is the way of wisdom, which Solomon
advertised to us so well in the second chapter of the book of
Proverbs: Answers are fleeting, but wisdom is a rock of stability
that will preserve us, keep us and deliver us from the way of evil
(see Proverbs 2:10–12). We need wisdom. Wisdom from God is
our scarcest and most-needed resource today.

The Slow and Steady Way to Conquer the Future

The very reason you might have picked up this book is that
you might be looking for true answers in a world filled with
unsatisfactory or insufficient ones. I am hoping that this book
serves as a smaller piece of a much larger journey that does
not involve sound bites, trite sayings or ideological arguments.
I want to replace these with the wisdom of the Word of God
as it relates to our current societal context. In the wisdom of
God, we can find what we need as we prepare our hearts, lives
and families for the future.
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There is, however, a great problem associated with the acquisition of wisdom. It does not come easily, nor does it come
quickly. According to Solomon, wisdom, so crucial for the preservation of our hearts and lives, is very costly to take hold of.
We must work to attain it. We must incline our ears and apply
our hearts to the pursuit of wisdom and understanding while
simultaneously crying out and lifting up our voices to the Lord
(see Proverbs 2:2–3). The apostle Paul spoke of this in relationship to what he called the “spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of Him” (Ephesians 1:17). Paul prayed fervently
and continuously for this work of the Holy Spirit’s grace in
the lives of the believers of his day. Wisdom is the reward, and
there will be great blessing in the life of the one who pursues a
deeper understanding of God, His ways and His heart.
Over the years, I have learned about the glorious divine logic
behind the time it takes and the cost we must pay to acquire
wisdom from heaven. The answers that come from the world
around us are so cheaply attained that we value them little and
ponder them even less. They may bless us in the moment but do
not ever really touch or change our hearts. They have little or
no power to form our understanding or convict us into a fresh
turning to the Lord. Easy answers usually confirm what we
already know or give language to what we already believe. To
put it more negatively, they can give us false courage to maintain
a very wrong way of thinking. To use Pauline language, they
satisfy our “itching ears” with pleasing sounds that mean nothing in regard to our eternal calling in God (2 Timothy 4:3–4).
Wisdom is different. It is meant to reshape our understanding
and perspective. Wisdom is meant to strengthen and tenderize
our weak, dull, distracted and disconnected hearts by showing
us a better way of thinking and doing, while also gently but
firmly pointing out our wrong thinking, lack of perspective and
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unhelpful behaviors. It is not easy. We become comfortable over
time with our thinking and behavior, and we remain unaware
of how unhelpful our patterns may be in our day-to-day lives.
The slowness of the process of pursuing and acquiring wisdom
has been established by the kindness of God as the best way of
helping us to acquire the kind of understanding that changes
minds and hearts. Wisdom that has been built into us slowly and
steadily has permanence, and it bears lasting fruit in our lives.
There is a strong prayer component in the acquisition of wisdom; we see it both in Solomon’s appeal and in Paul’s great apostolic prayer. This serves to remind us that the ultimate source
of wisdom is our gracious and merciful God. Wisdom is not
something we can earn, although we must make a resolute effort
in this costly pursuit.
I have found that the great temptation before every man and
woman is the temptation to acquire wisdom through reading
the “right” books and engaging with our preferred teachers and
preachers. In other words, we are tempted to acquire wisdom
as quickly as possible through the same means that we pursue
answers. Therefore God withholds wisdom until we seek it
out through Him and Him alone, reaching out continually in
prayer and even fasting, waiting for Him to supply wisdom
to our minds and hearts. He will never be known and understood in the cheap, easy, fast-paced way in which modern people
engage with the world around them. He will not give us the
extravagantly rich gift of wisdom “on the run,” but only over
a long period of time in the context of an intimate relationship
with Him.
Then, as we see its impact in our lives, we come to value
wisdom and, as result, seek God and ask Him for more.
For this reason, the aim of this book is to serve you by grounding your heart and mind in perspectives and biblical ideas that
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will leave you, over time and after much prayer and conversation with the Lord, positioned to grow in understanding and
personal preparation for the days we now live in. This book
is not the last word on the subjects presented but merely the
start of a long, loving and persistent conversation with the
Lord about them.
Anyone can write about and give answers for the current
state of the world, and many, many current works already serve
this purpose. My aim is the acquisition and the application of
the wisdom of Christ.

Preparation for the Return of Jesus

It is not common to hear about how the Church is supposed to
prepare for the return of Jesus. Far more common is the idea
that His return is something that merely happens to us and
to the earth. We must, as that line of reasoning goes, live our
lives as normal, godly, responsible Christians until everything
suddenly happens. Then, in a moment, everything will be gloriously different around the world.
Jesus, in the gospels, spoke of a more active stance on the
matter of His coming; He talked about watching, praying and
enduring (see Luke 21:34–36). Apostle Paul used similar language to call believers to prepare for the coming day of the Lord
through sober watchfulness and maintaining a right mind-set (1
Thessalonians 5:1–10). Our ultimate goal as Christians who are
seeking to engage the future wisely is to grow in our ability to
love God well. It will not be easy. Jesus warned us that our love
will grow cold. Loyalty to truth, confident faith and hope for
the future are all very important. However, love is the greatest,
and therefore our highest, priority in this life.
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I believe that the Church has a great, glorious and victorious future ahead of her. Proper teaching on the end of the age
and the return of Jesus should not produce fear in us. Instead,
it should produce hope, awestruck wonder and confidence in
the leadership of Jesus and the beauty of His end-time Bride.
The certainty of our victory should be saturated with an unsentimental seriousness devoid of human positivism, which
chooses to ignore or minimize the negative dimensions of the
days ahead. To prepare for the return of Jesus includes a measure of preparation for enduring what is coming, which speaks
to steadfast faithfulness and a steady, unoffended heart. We
Christians endure the storms of life and the shaking of our
world through our diligent pursuit of the life of God that flows
within us, striving to abide in the deepest places of true joy
found within the heart of Jesus. We lay hold of Him in order
to build an unshakable life rooted in His love.
The other reason that we need to study and understand this
subject—through prayer, fasting and persistence—is connected
to our responsibility and role in helping others to prepare their
hearts and lives for the intensity of the days to come. The future will be hopeful, glorious and exceedingly difficult. It is
not congruent with a Western paradigm to imagine that something can be both exceedingly difficult and exhilaratingly joyful.
However, this is the future that the Bible sets before us: one in
which the best days of the Church are ahead (in revival, under
the authority of His Holy Spirit, with signs and wonders and
many, many salvations), yet one in which some of the most difficult days of global persecution, pain and hardship are ahead
for us as well.
The Church will be glorious and powerful at the same time
that humanity is unbound in full rebellion against its Maker.
In other words, both the Church and fallen humankind will be
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at the height of their respective powers, whether mature in love
for God or full-blown in love for self. During those days before
His glorious return, our role is twofold: to help prepare the
Church and to turn the hearts of the nations’ people to Jesus.
Where the acquisition of wisdom is concerned, not only do
we need a proper framework for understanding Scripture, we
also need to revive the practice of “pray-reading” the Scriptures
as we study them. We do not want to settle only for an understanding of what Scripture means, we want that understanding
to inform our prayer life and ongoing dialogue with the Lord.
We want to align our hearts with the truth of God’s Word,
allowing the passages we are reading and praying to stir and
awaken us in deeper ways. We want to read a passage, pause,
and ask Jesus for greater understanding and clarity. In Ephesians 1:17, this is called the spirit of revelation. We are asking
the Spirit to shine His light on the Word of God so that it will
become clearer and more beautiful, appealing to our hearts
and our minds.
We add to this a spirit of wisdom as we ask the Spirit to give
us clear application of the truth. To truly know the Bible is to
obey the Bible. How do we walk in loving and loyal obedience
to the truth that the Spirit helps us to understand? What does
it look like to love Jesus by obeying His commands?
In prayer, as we study God’s Word, we make what Jonathan
Edwards called sweet resolutions, commitments with tender
resolve to follow Jesus in specific ways that, over time, become
dear to us. The Word of God is living and active (see Hebrews
4:12). Therefore, we want to continually read, repent and respond to what it says and not develop a habit of passive reading,
as if the Bible were merely disconnected stories.
The Bible and truth of God’s Word is the Holy Spirit’s favorite chariot that He rides upon as He interacts with our lives.
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Every time we open our Bibles, we position our lives for a fresh
encounter with the Spirit who infuses that Book with dynamic
life and grace. To pray and sing the Scriptures is to allow them
to reshape our innermost beings. We place ourselves in loving
submission to even difficult and challenging truths as often as
we are able to talk with Jesus about them.
I want to be haunted by critical passages of Scripture. I want
to be disrupted and disturbed by God’s truth. The Bible is not
merely a therapeutic tool that helps me to find peace or happiness. The Bible is a scalpel in a Surgeon’s capable hands, able
to cut with absolute precision to the depths of my soul and
fashion within me a heart that aches for more of Jesus—if I
am willing to allow Him to work.

Position and Prepare Your Heart

How do we position and prepare our hearts for the coming
days? This is the central question of this book.
The modern Christian has access to more information about
the human condition, human opinions and global events than
any other time in history. What does Scripture have to say about
these things? This is what I want to examine in this book. I am
working with a simple premise: While we have not yet arrived
at the destination that the Bible warns about, the trajectory of
current trends can easily be connected to that end. This has not
always been the case. We find ourselves in the most breathtaking
and explosive time in redemptive history, a time unlike any other
that has come before. Therefore, we must actively prepare our
hearts and lives to engage enthusiastically and joyfully with the
leadership of Jesus in the midst of the coming rage and rejection of His leadership by sinful, rebellious people.
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Some would disagree with this contention. They cannot align
themselves with this framework of relating to the world around
us. They argue, “We have been in the end times for thousands
of years,” or, “Everyone has always believed that they lived in
the time of the end.” Neither assertion is true.
The first statement, which is based on the idea that the apostles either thought that they were in the time of the end or that
the time of the end began in their day, carries degrees of truth
without communicating the whole story. The apostles understood that the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the central
feature of our Christian faith and the most important moment
in all of human history, had set into motion the “time of the
end” and the return of Jesus to establish justice, righteousness,
peace and the fullness of His Kingdom. However, they also
talked about societal, social, moral and spiritual dynamics that
would be unique to the future, to a time closer to Jesus’ return.
They spoke extensively about the unique dynamics and circumstances that accompany the time of the return of Jesus. The
time that they (and the prophets) spoke of resembles our era
of history far more than theirs.
The second statement, which communicates the idea that the
Church has always believed the return of Jesus is near, is factually untrue. We have a very clear record of what the Church
believed and taught through every era of church history. We can
read the writings of church fathers, detailed documentation of a
large number of church councils, personal journals and seminal
works that shaped the faith of early Catholic, Orthodox and
Protestant believers. These give us much insight into their views
on the return of Jesus and their place in that story. In addition,
the fact that many within the modern Church concern themselves
heavily with the storyline of the return of Jesus and the prophetic
Scriptures about it is in itself a sign of the times in which we live.
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Such assertions reveal a mind-set that is consciously or unconsciously working to keep these events at a clinical distance
from our lives. It is all too easy to treat the prophetic Scriptures
like the fables of Camelot, as events of faraway lands that have
nothing to do with our everyday lives. It is not difficult to bypass
the many Scriptures that emphasize how important prophetic
signs are at the end of the age, despite the fact that Jesus taught
more than any of the apostles on our need to discern the times,
and gave severe rebukes to those who would not pay attention
to the prophetic signs that point to His coming.
God promised to give prophetic signs in the generation of
the Lord’s return as an expression of His mercy, so people can
make the necessary preparations for what is coming. Prophetic
signs serve the Church in the same way that a weather station
signals coming trouble so the people can prepare and be saved.
Review what Jesus said:
“Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has
already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that
summer is near. So you also, when you see all these things,
know that it is near—at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this
generation will by no means pass away till all these things take
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by
no means pass away.
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels
of heaven, but My Father only. But as the days of Noah were,
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days
before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,
and did not know until the flood came and took them all away,
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. Then two men
will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two
women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the
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other left. Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the
house had known what hour the thief would come, he would
have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.
Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an hour you do not expect.”
Matthew 24:32–44
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted
worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of Man.”
Luke 21:36

See how Jesus commands us to know the generation in which
He will return, and how He urges us to pay attention to the
signs and indicators that point to His return, watching and
praying in response to them.
Taking the commands of Jesus seriously starts a process
by which we begin to think about the world around us differently. We begin to think beyond the immediate events that directly impact us as individuals. We begin to see the trends from
Scripture progressing around us, toward the appointed end that
Scripture describes. We begin to process what Martin Luther
King Jr. (quoting an abolitionist named Theodore Parker, who
said something similar in 1853) described in 1967 as the “arc
of the moral universe” and its course, which he expressed as
“bending towards justice.”1
As we observe and understand the signs of the times we live
in, we gain clarity regarding where things presently stand as well
as confidence in where things are going. We begin to see the dual
strands of history as they have unfolded and will unfold. There
is the course that people take regarding their desire to build a
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world without the God of Israel and His appointed King, our
Messiah. The other strand appears mostly outside the notice
of mortals in rebellion against God, and it has to do with His
leadership of history and His plan for world redemption and
restoration.
Both God and sinful humans have a desired end for the
course of history and the nations of the earth. To see both ends
empowers us to contend in prayer and faith for God’s desired
end, and to stand firm against the tidal wave of humanity’s best
attempt to achieve its desired end.
Taking the commands of Jesus seriously helps us to see what
we are not necessarily oriented to see as our small, ordinary
self-centered lives play out. Unintentionally, we cannot see past
ourselves and the small desires of our immediate futures. It is
not easy or comfortable for us to detach for a moment and allow
our eyes to rise above ourselves so that we can see the bigger
picture of what God and the people of the earth are doing.
We tend to procrastinate about undertaking financial discipline, exercise, dieting and other rigorous disciplines. In the
same manner, we choose to believe that the return of Jesus has
nothing to do with our daily lives and that we do not need to
concern ourselves with it. Meanwhile, we have no larger context or framework to help us understand the events that are
developing around us, no connection to the broader, global
leadership of God upon which to set our hearts with faith and
hope. We have very few answers to give those who are seeking
them, both from within the Church and from without. We can
only evangelize others into our disconnected, self-absorbed agnosticism regarding the events of the end of this age.
We were made for so much more.
The Maker of heaven and earth burns with a deep desire for
our partnership and participation in His sovereign plans and
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purposes. Partnering with God begins with believing God. Our
greatest obstacle in preparing for the things to come, in engaging with the plans and purposes of God in our generation, is
the fact that we simply do not believe that we need to. We do
not believe that we are really at the end of the age and that the
return of Jesus is something we need to reckon with.
A soldier will engage in basic training with a different level
of intentionality when he actually believes that he is about to go
to war. As believers, we are in a real war, right now, and we are
confused as to why there are so many more casualties around
us than there were a few years ago. The situation around us is
intensifying, the cultural narrative against God and His Word
is shifting dramatically, the spiritual atmosphere of the earth
seems to become more toxic and embracing of an antichrist
spirit daily, and yet we engage with our faith in Christ and the
power of the Holy Spirit less and less. Our church services are
shorter, and our messages are shallower, with less about Jesus
and the Bible and more about practical life principles. As a
leader in the Body of Christ, I am deeply troubled by the inability of so many believers to stand against the tide of what
is happening today, not to mention their unconcern regarding
the escalation of evil spiritually, culturally, politically and economically in the days to come.
Positioning our hearts and lives for the days to come means
believing that we are in a real spiritual conflict that demands
costly choices on our part. We must learn how to genuinely
abide in Christ rather than settling for a weekly church service
and a life of busyness with little sacrifice and even less true
affection for Jesus and His Word. We must recognize that the
days are growing darker as people grow in their rage and rejection of God and His Son. Our reasonable conclusion should
regard what the Bible says with an awakened and renewed zeal
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for all that is required of us as believers to thrive and live victoriously in the face of the approaching evil day.

Preparation to Prevail: “The Just Shall Live by Faith”

My final point in the establishment of the trajectory of this
book is this: To understand the future and prepare for it spiritually, we must understand what it means to walk in the fullness
of what the Lord has made us for. Our future is meant to be one
in which we overcome the evil one, triumph over our enemies,
walk victoriously and fully in the life and power of the Holy
Spirit, and see breathtaking expressions of God’s power in the
midst of difficult-to-impossible circumstances. Our story is not
meant to be about being overcome by the world, struck down by
the evil one or losing our way in confusion and disillusionment.
As stated earlier, we do not have to be afraid of the future. In
fact, the only way for a Christian to become afraid of the future
is to be surprised by it and unprepared to face it.
The greatest days of the Church are truly ahead for all of us.
The long upward journey of the Bride of Christ over centuries
has a glorious apex that will shock the whole world. The destiny
of the Bride of Christ worldwide is one of mature love, dedication, beauty and authority as the Spirit finishes His good work
in her. The plans of Jesus on a global level are always certain to
come to pass. Unlimited grace is available for us to lay hold of
as we walk through the dark days ahead, although our future
victory depends upon our response as individual believers to
the available grace of God.
The prophet Habakkuk and later apostle Paul both declared
that “the just shall live by faith” (see Habakkuk 2:4; Romans
1:17). This declaration means that God is going to do what He
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is going to do, but that we benefit from His sovereign activity
and His grace to the measure that we respond by faith. In the
face of the oncoming military invasion at the hands of a brutal
and wicked foe, God told Habakkuk that his goal was not so
much about surviving the onslaught as it was in believing God
and moving into an uncertain future with confidence in His
leadership.
Paul would adopt this same phrase and idea when speaking
to the church of Rome about the Gospel. The good news that
has come into our lives is that God, by grace, has made our
uncertain futures certain. We can live from a place of security
and certainty, which cultivates deep and abiding confidence in
God’s leadership in our lives despite our own weaknesses and
shortcomings. This certainty and confidence—which is part of
the power of the Gospel at work in our lives—does not produce
passivity (God has done it all; why should I do anything?) but
rather a fervent and loyal love. Because we are certain about
our ultimate future, we can position ourselves for victory and
breakthrough in our immediate future.
This book is not about how to hold on tightly in fear as we
wait for the world to self-destruct around us. It is about how the
water level of sin and darkness is rising, while simultaneously
the water level of the Spirit and His truth increases within the
Church.
We can respond with either unbelief or with faith. Unbelief
is a conscious choice to lay aside the weapons of our warfare
to allow the forces that are driving our world to prevail over the
Spirit of God alive within us. Faith is the choice that we make
with God’s help to face with complete confidence the daunting prospect of our inevitable future. If we believe God’s Word
and believe that we are in the hour of its unfolding fullness,
then faith responds with a confident “yes!” to give ourselves to
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a lifestyle of leaning into grace. Faith means total trust in His
supply of strength and help for the days to come. Faith makes
us unafraid of what lies beyond.
The Church and every Christian in it dwell in the “future
now.” This is the glory and the essence of the Christian faith.
To be justified by faith is to enjoy today the benefits and glories
of our future verdict before the throne of God. We live free
in light of our secured future in Christ, which empowers us
to become like Christ. Our future verdict—the resurrection
from the dead, a glorified body, an eternity with Christ—gives
us boldness and courage to live free and fearless in an age in
which many rage against the value system of our heavenly
Kingdom.
The Christian engages with the future in a way that is unique
to the human race because we have canonized prophecy and the
New Testament Gospel, both of which make definitive statements about our future that empower us to position our hearts
with clarity and confidence. We can prioritize the things that
truly matter. We can give time to the things that are eternal.
Our lives and choices have significance and clear continuity
with both the immediate future and our ultimate future. The
rest of the human race, separated from God, lives only in the
moment, for today alone.
As we read this book and others like it, my exhortation is
to choose the way of faith, with which you cannot go wrong.
The way of faith is the way that brings us into great advantage
scripturally. The Holy Spirit’s role is to lead us into all truth
and tell us of the things to come (see John 16:13), which is why
Jesus said that it was to our advantage that He depart:
“It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away,
the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him
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to you. And when He has come, He will convict the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”
John 16:7–8

It is because of the Spirit and the Word that we are never at
a disadvantage regarding the future if we do not want to be.
In an era in which future predictions are common (and often
worthless), the Church knows her future, both in this age and
in the age to come. And the Church that knows the future can
be unafraid today and fully prepared for a victorious tomorrow.
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