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10

Introduction

In July of 2018, a devastating wildfire ravaged 229,000 
acres and over 1,000 homes in Redding, California, 

where I live. The majestic redwoods and sequoias, along 
with most of the other trees in my backyard, were now 
either shriveled black twigs or charred trunks with brown- 
fringed limbs. I was thankful my house was still standing 
in the midst of such destruction.

The scene, however, stirred a deep sense of loss— loss of 
what had been and might never be again in my lifetime. 
One afternoon as I surveyed the burned landscape, deep 
sadness engulfed me. In the midst of my pain, I heard the 
kind voice of my heavenly Father redirecting my focus as 
He said, “Look for the green.”

The arborist who came to assess the extent of damage to 
all the trees helped me find the green as we walked around 
the yard. He pointed to one of the damaged tree limbs 

_Blatchford_GodWonders_NS_wo.indd   10_Blatchford_GodWonders_NS_wo.indd   10 9/17/20   10:219/17/20   10:21

God of Wonders • Faith Blatchford 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2021 used by permission



11Introduction

covered with the ashen fringe and said, “Look up there. 
See the green?” His finger directed my eyes to a little patch, 
an oasis of life, in the midst of the destruction. I realized 
then why God had told me to “look for the green.” The awe 
I experienced as I chose to focus on those wisps of green, 
which had somehow survived the raging inferno, lifted my 
spirit and reconnected me to my Creator, who gives beauty 
for ashes (see Isaiah 61:3).

God has wired us for awe. One reason we need circuitry 
within us for this emotion is so we are able to live face- to- 
face with the powerful God of glory and wonder. Perhaps 
you have experienced the results of plugging a 110-volt 
coffeepot into a 220-volt outlet— fried coffeepot. It burned 
out because it did not have the capacity to receive more 
than 110 volts of electricity. That is a picture of what could 
happen if we are not equipped to connect to such power. 
Another reason for this pre- wiring in us is that the emotion 
of awe has beneficial effects on us mentally, emotionally, 
spiritually and physically.

In the last several years, the scientific community has 
done research on the emotion of awe.* Their studies re-
veal numerous benefits from this experience: sharper brain 
function, better sense of calm, increased connection to oth-
ers and greater generosity. The positive influence of awe 

* Anna Mikulak, “All About Awe,” Association for Psychological Science, April 
2015, published March 31, 2015, ww w .p s y c h o l o g i c a l s c i e n c e .o r g /i s s u e /a p r i l  
-1 5 , w h i c h  d o c u m e n t s  e l e v e n  r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  a  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e s e  fi n d i n g s .
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12 Introduction

on the human body gives promise of wholeness. One test 
measured the impact of seven different positive emotions 
(e.g., love) on the immune system, with awe showing the 
best results. The more awe a person experienced, the lower 
the level of inflammatory molecules in their body. Lower 
inflammation means better health. Could this mean that 
to live in awe means to live in health?

These benefits are another example of the divine design 
of our body, but they are secondary to the most important 
reason for our God- given awe capacity: to be able to dwell 
with Him. The Bible has sometimes been viewed as a book 
of rules and regulations along with the punishments meted 
out to those who did not follow the rules. The result has 
been a religion based on fear of punishment. God’s inten-
tion is that we come to know Him in all His many mag-
nificent facets, not as a punisher but as a lover. As we do, 
our thinking changes not just about Him, but also about 
ourselves and the circumstances of our lives.

As you read, remember that Scripture is a living Word, 
the record of God’s compassionate, supernatural interrup-
tions into the everyday trials of His children, to bring His 
signs and wonders of encouragement and refreshment. 
Because of the power encoded like DNA in the written 
Word of God, it is important that we read each day’s Scrip-
ture selection to encounter this magnificent God in all His 
mystery and brilliance.
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13Introduction

Sometimes we become so enmeshed in the day- to- day— 
even overwhelmed, as I was by the fire— that we need some-
one to remind us to “look for the green.” This book can be 
your reminder. After you read the Scripture and reflection, 
pause and take a breath as you open your heart in the next 
section. Slowly read the prayer aloud, listening with your 
spirit to the Holy Spirit as He echoes the words back to 
you. Then, like a little child, let your imagination explore 
undiscovered realms of this region of awe. As you take time 
to “look up,” you may be surprised to experience stunning 
encounters of your own. The Lord is waiting for you in the 
wonder.

_Blatchford_GodWonders_NS_wo.indd   13_Blatchford_GodWonders_NS_wo.indd   13 9/17/20   10:219/17/20   10:21

God of Wonders • Faith Blatchford 
Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2021 used by permission



15

DAY 1

An Invitation to Come Up
Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and 
the same voice I had heard before spoke to me like a trumpet 
blast. The voice said, “Come up here. . . .” And instantly I was 
in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and someone sit-
ting on it. . . . And the glow of an emerald circled his throne 
like a rainbow. From the throne came flashes of lightning 
and the rumble of thunder. . . . In front of the throne was a 
shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystal.

Revelation 4:1–6

Come up here.” Did John wonder if he was hallucinat-
ing? Under stress, our minds can play tricks on us. 

He was on the Isle of Patmos, banished from home because 
he would not stop talking about Jesus. Patmos is a small 
Greek island in the Aegean Sea, seven and a half miles long 
and six miles wide. It was not a destination for tourists but 
for criminals and political enemies of Rome. Life on the 
island was a day- to- day survival of the fittest. For John, re-
membering the signs and wonders he witnessed with Jesus 
might have been a source of comfort and strength.

And then the voice from above interrupted his thoughts. 
He knew about heaven. Jesus had spoken to the disciples 
about going to prepare a place for them in His Father’s 
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16 God of Wonders  

house. The report from many after the resurrection was 
that He went up into the clouds. It is uncertain if John had 
read Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians. If he had, he would 
know that we sit together with Christ in heavenly places. 
This moment was his opportunity to see for himself. The 
door was open. He did not need to knock. The Spirit would 
take him up. What a change of pace from his surroundings 
and companions.

What would his thoughts have been? He might have 
wondered if this was real. Maybe he had been in the sun 
too long and now was dehydrated? Should he respond to 
this invitation? He did not have anyone he could talk with 
to get confirmation that he was in his right mind. We do 
not know what John was doing at the time. He could have 
been doing manual labor, praying, worshiping or doing any 
number of other things. Did anyone else receive the same 
invitation— or was John one of the special ones with an all- 
access pass since he was the one who leaned on Jesus’ chest?

Later John wrote that the Spirit and the bride issued 
a blanket invitation for anyone to come (see Revelation 
22:17). Because God never changes, His invitation to all 
His children is the same yesterday, today and forever. He 
leaves the door open and the lights on. Come up any time.

John may have had several moments of awe. Any time a 
human hears an audible voice from heaven is a life- changing 
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17Day 1 • An Invitation to Come Up

experience. It is possible the greatest impact came when he 
returned from heaven to earth, to his prison on Patmos. 
When we encounter God and His glory, our perspective 
changes. We will think differently about our life, our sur-
roundings and our problems. Did John look out at the Ae-
gean Sea separating him from his family, and remember 
his Father’s house on the sea of glass? Although he was far 
from his earthly family, he was close to his Father in heaven.

Imagine If
If you had been in John’s position on Patmos, how would you 
have responded to the voice from heaven? Would you have 
allowed the Spirit to take you up? It is our mindset about 
God, and about ourselves in relation to Him, that determines 
our response. Guilt, shame, fear and distrust can stop us from 
saying a quick yes to God’s invitation to His world of wonder.

P R A Y E R
Jesus, thank You for being the door for me into the 
Father’s house. I do not want any lie or fear to keep 
me from experiencing the wonderland of heaven. Holy 
Spirit, search my heart. Reveal anything in my mind 
or heart that would stop me from encountering the 
God of awe.
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18 God of Wonders  

LOOK UP
Like John, do you feel imprisoned, cut off or trapped in your 
circumstances? If the Holy Spirit were to take you up through 
the door to the Father’s house, how would that vision change 
your mind about your present circumstances? When we en-
counter the heavenly realm, our perspectives will change 
even if our circumstances do not.

We are perishing for want of wonder, 
not for want of wonders.

G. K. Chesterton
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DAY 2

Breath of Wonder
Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, 
and the man became a living person. Then the Lord planted 
a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed the man 
he had made. The Lord made all sorts of trees grow up from 
the ground— trees that were beautiful and that produced deli-
cious fruit. . . . “Have you eaten from the fruit I commanded 
you not to eat?” . . . So the Lord God banished them from 
the Garden of Eden.

Genesis 2:7–9; 3:11; 3:23

What did that first breath feel like? Did Adam’s body 
shake and rattle like the bones coming together in 

the valley of dry bones (see Ezekiel 7:1–14)? Did he cough 
and cry like a baby at birth? Was the oxygen so rich that 
he experienced a euphoric high? Did his eyes squint at the 
blinding glory of God’s presence face- to- face with him? 
Oh, so many questions.

No birth since then has been the same, and yet every 
breath we take comes from the same source— God. Pol-
luted air may envelop us nowadays, but the breath inside 
that makes us a living soul is pure and holy. Job said, “The 
Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty 
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20 God of Wonders  

gives me life” (Job 33:4). Our first breath is a gift of life from 
God Himself.

Adam not only had the wonder within but he also lived 
in a garden of wonder. In the first seconds of his life, all 
five senses were on overload— seeing, hearing, smelling, 
tasting and feeling the amazing, overwhelming aspects of 
paradise. Would it have been too much for him to take in? 
Have you ever experienced so much beauty all at one time 
that it was almost painful?

“So what went wrong?” we may wonder. “How could two 
people forfeit wonderland for a snack?” We should learn 
from their mistake instead of judging them for it.

Paul’s teaching in Romans 1 helps us understand the 
tragedy of Adam and Eve. He wrote, “Yes, they knew God, 
but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him 
thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what 
God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and 
confused” (v. 21). At some point Adam and Eve must have 
taken God for granted. Otherwise they would not have be-
lieved the “foolish ideas” presented to them by the serpent. 
Our worship and gratitude for the God of wonders greatly 
influences our thinking.

Is it possible that Adam’s most profound moment of awe 
occurred the moment he stepped outside the gates of the 
Garden of Eden? Before that, he had experienced nothing 
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21Day 2 • Breath of Wonder

but the glory of God. He had gone from paradise to a desert. 
Was he struck with horrified awe by the contrast? Did he 
cry tears of regret as he experienced the magnificence of 
the Garden looking in from the outside? Maybe he begged 
God to let him and Eve back in. Perhaps he approached the 
angel guarding the entrance with distraught pleas for mercy. 
It is hard to imagine the devastation he felt when he real-
ized the enormity of what he lost because of a piece of fruit.

Imagine If
If you were Adam or Eve, what would have been your mo-
ment of awe— your first view of the magnificence of paradise 
or your last one as you left the Garden? Would the contrast 
take your breath away for a moment? Do you think you would 
have wept tears of repentance? Or would your heart have 
already hardened toward God? Often, loss of what we failed 
to treasure awakens us to the true value of what we had.

P R A Y E R
God, forgive me for any time I have taken You for 
granted, opening myself up to foolish thinking. May I 
never worship or serve anyone but You. There is nothing 
I could ever imagine that compares with You. Don’t let 
me believe any lies the enemy tells me about You. Renew 
my mind moment by moment as I behold Your brilliance.
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22 God of Wonders  

LOOK UP
There is good news! You do not have to wait for recon-
ciliation as Adam did. Look up and see Jesus— the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. His death, burial and resurrection 
reopened the gates of paradise for us. He— the Wonder- 
worker— is your way back to paradise. Consider what you 
need to confess to Him today to find reconciliation.

Man has to awaken to wonder.

Ludwig Wittgenstein
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