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Introduction

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior.
Certainly, he possessed other gifts and attributes. Best 

of all, Derek was a prolific Bible teacher, with more than six 
hundred recorded messages, almost sixty books in print, and 
more than a hundred video recordings of his teachings. He 
was a Bible teacher of tremendous depth.

Derek was also the loving husband (over a fifty-three-year 
span) to two wives, both of whom preceded him to glory. His 
first marriage took place for him through remarkable direc-
tion from the Lord. He married his first wife, Lydia, in 1945, 
and immediately became father to her eight adopted daugh-
ters. (Their ninth adopted daughter, Jesika, was added to the 
family while Derek and Lydia were in ministry in Kenya.) 
The irony of this “immediate family” was that Derek had 
been raised as an only child in a somewhat privileged British 
culture, and he was a thirty-year-old bachelor at the time. His 
marriage to Ruth took place in 1978, three years after Lydia 
passed away—and came about through equally remarkable 
guidance from the Lord.
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Derek was also a philosopher and brilliant scholar, with 
academic accolades that could fill a page. Another unique 
experience for him was his service in a medical unit in the 
deserts of North Africa in World War II—right after the time 
in which the Lord apprehended him. Derek spoke many lan-
guages fluently. He read his New Testament in the original 
Greek, and was a Hebrew scholar as well. His knowledge and 
brilliance spanned a wide spectrum. In many ways, he was 
a true Renaissance man—although he probably would not 
have considered that a compliment.

A long list could be compiled of the unique events and 
achievements of Derek’s life and ministry, as well as an equally 
long list of descriptors for him—such as teacher, author, 
husband, father, spiritual leader and pioneer in many godly 
activities. Again, Derek would not be pleased for that list 
to be attributed to him, because he did not consider his life 
to be about him. It was about Him. Derek would not have 
been comfortable with such a listing. Nevertheless, of all the 
descriptors, one would have to be near the top of any list:

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior.
A pastor told of a lunch he and his wife enjoyed with 

Derek and Lydia back in the early 1970s. In a very natural 
way throughout their lunch and conversation, Lydia would 
occasionally touch Derek’s arm and say, “I think we need to 
pray for Jim and Janice.” And they would stop and pray for a 
few moments. And then a little while later, “I think we need 
to pray for Frank and Betty.” Each time, Derek would stop, 
join hands with Lydia, pray a simple, direct prayer, and then 
return to the conversation and fellowship. According to that 
pastor, it was one of the most unusual lunch appointments 
he and his wife ever experienced—but not in an unpleasant 
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way. Prayer was natural and frequent for Derek and Lydia, 
and later for Derek and Ruth.

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior.

Defining Terms

The statement begs the question: What exactly is a prayer 
warrior? The best way to answer that question in a definitive 
way is to read this book.

The complicating factor as we begin the process of answer-
ing this question comes from the current state of prayer in the 
Church. Prayer warrior is a familiar phrase within Christian 
circles, thrown about in a cavalier way. It is used to describe 
someone gutsy enough to storm the gates of heaven with 
petitions and spiritual declarations. As you will see when you 
read this book, Derek did not hold a cavalier view of what it 
is to be a “prayer warrior.” (A good example of such a cavalier 
approach might be the statement of a song leader at a meeting 
some years ago, who said, in a moment of exuberance, “I feel 
so excited tonight! I feel as though I could charge hell with a 
bucket of water.”) Derek, who in addition to other traits had 
a wonderful sense of humor, would have laughed with the 
rest of us at that exclamation. But when it came to the topic 
of prayer, he was anything but cavalier.

An Astounding Statement

We are belaboring this “cavalier approach” to being a prayer 
warrior because of something Derek says right at the start of 
this book. In fact, it may be disturbing to you.
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In the opening paragraph of chapter 1, Derek’s first shot 
out of the barrel is a statement that sounds alarmingly flip-
pant and egotistical—even smug. In fact, at first reading it 
(or hearing it . . . Derek stated it routinely when he taught 
on prayer), one might react against it. Here is his astonishing 
statement: “For my part, I love to pray—and what is more, 
I get what I pray for.”

At first glance, that statement sounds patently cavalier. “I 
get what I pray for.” Derek plunges in even deeper with his 
next promise: “That is just what I am going to teach you—
how to pray and get what you pray for.” All of it may sound 
dangerously close to the mindset in some Christian circles 
where we find the “pump in the coins and out pops the candy 
bar” prayer mentality. The unpleasant picture that comes to 
mind is the spoiled child begging, cajoling, and even throw-
ing a tantrum until God gives in and grants the request. As 
some have insultingly said, “The Great Bellhop in the sky.”

Unfortunately, those kinds of attitudes and approaches 
are far too common among Christians today. That is why this 
book will be so very helpful. In the chapters you are about to 
read, Derek does not teach us how to have our greedy, selfish 
prayers answered. He teaches us how to align ourselves with 
the Lord in attitude and practice in such a way that we pray 
effectively—and thereby get, not simply what we want, but 
what God ultimately wants.

Aligning Ourselves with the Lord

This concept is well expressed in Psalm 37:4: “Delight your-
self also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of 
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your heart.” Some in the Christian faith might consider that 
an open invitation to selfish prayers. Indeed, many have mis-
interpreted that to mean that God will give us whatever we 
want—any little desire that comes into our hearts or minds. 
But a friend of Derek Prince Ministries made an observation 
that would line up entirely with what Derek teaches in this 
book. His conclusion was as follows: “By delighting ourselves 
in the Lord, we align ourselves so closely with His heart and 
desires that what we end up praying for is precisely what His 
intention is for us. No more, no less.” That is a long way from 
the spoiled child picture described earlier.

Derek makes it very clear throughout this book that there 
are conditions to be met, habits to be established and proven 
keys to success in prayer. When we meet those conditions, 
we see effectiveness in prayer. The kind of effectiveness Derek 
saw during his lifetime. Because . . .

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior.
The secrets to his life of prayer are no longer secrets. Derek 

shares them openly and comprehensively in this book. Actu-
ally, like most “secrets” of the Christian faith, they were right 
out in the open all along—brilliantly self-evident in the Word 
of God. But in his gifted, inimitable way, Derek draws them 
out for us and makes them plain. Because . . .

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior.
And through applying the truths in this book, we trust 

you will become a prayer warrior, too.
The International Publishing Team 

of Derek Prince Ministries
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A Kingdom of Priests

[ Jesus] has made us a Kingdom of priests for God 
his Father.

Revelation 1:6, NLT

In this book I will be dealing with one of my favorite topics, 
the topic of prayer. For some people, I suppose, prayer seems 
like an irksome religious duty. For my part, I love to pray—
and what is more, I get what I pray for. That is just what I am 
going to teach you—how to pray and get what you pray for.

As we come to God in prayer, we need to begin with the 
understanding that He wants us to do so. Most of us prob-
ably need to change our negative and unattractive images of 
God. I know I did. These pictures often stand between God 
and us and hinder our prayers.

I remember thinking as a boy growing up at school—and 
I spent many long and rather weary years in British boarding 
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schools—that God was somewhat like a schoolmaster. I 
really was not too fond of schoolmasters, but that is how 
I envisaged Him—sitting at His desk, in His study at the 
end of a long corridor. If you ever had to go and see this 
Schoolmaster, you would kind of tiptoe down the corridor. 
The floorboards would creak as you stepped on them, giving 
warning that you were on the way. Then as you knocked at 
the door, the rather grumpy voice would tell you to come 
in and probably begin by scolding you for something you 
had done or had not done.

In order for me to be able to pray effectively, that picture I 
had of God had to change. I have found that there is a similar 
picture of God in the minds of many—of somebody who is 
a rather long way off and does not want to be bothered and 
is probably going to scold us, and, well, the best thing we can 
do is stay away from Him if possible.

Now that is not at all the truth about God. When we come 
to Him, He does not scold us; He welcomes us. If anything 
He says, “Why have you waited so long?”

What a Welcome!

The Bible gives a beautiful picture of how God welcomes us 
when we come to Him. It is Jesus’s well-known story of the 
Prodigal Son who had strayed away from home, wasted all 
his living, gotten himself into real deep trouble and ended 
up absolutely down-and-out. When this young man came 
to the end of all his resources, his thought was, I’d better go 
back home. Perhaps my father will receive me. I couldn’t ask him 
to take me back as a son, but I could ask him to take me as one 
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of his hired hands. Now I want you to notice how his father 
received him.

[The son] got up and went to his father. But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.

Luke 15:20, NIV

See what a welcome this young man got as soon as he 
was willing to turn around and go back home? He never 
had a chance to say “Make me as one of your hired servants,” 
because his father was kissing him and welcoming him back 
as a child.

That is a beautiful picture of how God receives us. He does 
not scold us; He does not blame us; He is not stern and distant. 
He is loving and warm and gracious. James 1:5 tells us that 
God “gives generously to all without finding fault” (NIV). 
Keep that in mind as you think about praying. God gives gen-
erously. He does not find fault. When we get that picture of 
God into our thinking, it altogether changes the way we pray.

Jesus came to represent the Father to humanity, and the 
teaching of Jesus on prayer was as totally positive as any area 
of His teaching. This is what He said in the Sermon on the 
Mount:

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened.

Matthew 7:7–8, NIV
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Notice those three positive statements. Everyone who asks 
receives; he who seeks finds; to him who knocks the door 
will be opened. In Matthew 21:22, Jesus said: “All things you 
ask in prayer, believing, you will receive” (NASB). Again in 
Mark 11:24, Jesus said: “Therefore I tell you, whatever you 
ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 
be yours” (NIV).

What could be more all-embracing than those words? 
Everything. Whatever.

In His closing discourse to His disciples in John’s gospel, 
Jesus again assured us—three times—that God will answer 
our prayers. Listen to these words:

Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything 
in My name, I will do it.

John 14:13–14, NASB

If you ask anything I will do it. How comprehensive!

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you.

John 15:7, NASB

Ask whatever you wish. How could He say more than that?

Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and 
you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.

John 16:24, NASB
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Ask, and you will receive. There is a special kind of joy that 
comes from getting our prayers answered. Jesus wants us to 
have that joy, so He says, “Ask.”

To know that almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Ruler of the whole universe, has His ear open to our 
personal, individual prayer, that He will do what we ask Him 
to do, individually, is one of the most exciting experiences 
anybody can ever have.

That is what Jesus taught not only by word but also by 
example, and His example continues for us today. Let’s see 
how we can follow Jesus into this realm of prayer.

Jesus’s Ongoing Life of Prayer

Isaiah 53 gives that well-known and glorious description of 
Jesus’s atoning work. The closing verse reads like this:

Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He 
shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured 
out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the 
transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made in-
tercession for the transgressors.

Isaiah 53:12

You will notice that four acts of Jesus are recorded here.
He poured out His soul unto death. Leviticus 17:11 says that 

“the life [or soul] of the flesh is in the blood.” Jesus poured 
out His soul unto death when He poured out every drop of 
His blood.
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He was numbered with the transgressors. He was crucified 
with two thieves.

He bore the sin of many. He became the sin offering for us all.
He made intercession for the transgressors. Jesus made the 

most extreme intercession possible from the cross. He said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” 
(Luke 23:34). He was also saying, “The judgment that is due 
to them, let it come upon Me.” And it did.

But Jesus’s life of prayer did not stop with His death and 
resurrection. In Hebrews we read:

He [ Jesus Christ], because He continues forever, has an 
unchangeable priesthood [one that never passes from Him 
to other people]. Therefore [in the light of this priesthood] 
He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to 
God through Him, since He always lives to make interces-
sion for them.

Hebrews 7:24–25

These verses offer a rather interesting perspective on the 
timeline of Jesus’s life. He spent thirty years in obscurity in 
perfect family life. He spent three and a half years in dramatic 
powerful ministry. Now He has spent nearly two thousand 
years in intercession! The writer of Hebrews gives us further 
insight to this ongoing ministry of Jesus:

Behind the [second] veil, . . . the forerunner has entered for 
us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according 
to the order of Melchizedek. For this Melchizedek, king of 
Salem, [was] priest of the Most High God.

Hebrews 6:19–7:1
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When I read these verses I always think in terms of the 
Tabernacle of Moses, in which two large curtains or veils 
hung. Going beyond the first veil correlates to being united 
with Christ in His resurrection. It is here that we have the five 
body ministries: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers. Going behind the second veil into the area known 
as “the Holy of Holies” means going beyond resurrection to 
ascension. It is here that believers are identified with Jesus 
in His ascension—seated with Him on His throne (see Eph. 
2:6). Behind the second veil we begin to discover the two 
great and final ministries.

When the writer of Hebrews says that Jesus entered in 
within the second veil as a priest after the order of Melchize-
dek, he was saying that the heavenly order is the king and the 
priest. On earth it is exciting to be an apostle if you happen 
to be one—or even a prophet. They are wonderful gifts. But 
Scripture holds the promise of a much more exciting level 
of ministry. Behind the second veil Jesus is Priest and King. 
We have the opportunity to share in that ministry as well.

The Ministry of a Priest

Most people understand the function of a king: It is to 
rule. Our participation in the role of priest is not so well 
understood.

Let’s start with the one word that describes the unique 
ministry of a priest: sacrifice. In the book of Hebrews we 
find many places where this relationship is mentioned. He-
brews 5:1, for instance, says, “Every high priest taken from 
among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, 
that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.” Hebrews 
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8:3 says, “Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts 
and sacrifices.” Priests offer sacrifices. We can also turn that 
around and say that the only people in the Bible whom God 
authorized to offer sacrifices to Him were priests. (Two kings, 
Saul and Uzziah, offered sacrifices, and both of them were 
judged severely by the Lord because they were not priests.)

We understand from these New Testament Scriptures, 
then, that no person can approach God with a sacrifice or 
an offering unless that person is a priest. People in general 
are not entitled to walk up to God and give a gift, even if that 
gift is a tithe. They must go through a priest.

On that basis, certain words written by Peter might seem 
to be a contradiction. He told the early Christians that they 
were supposed to approach God with sacrificial offerings: 
“You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, 
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God” (1 Pet. 2:5, emphasis added). The verb clearly is 
offer; the noun clearly is sacrifice—two words connected in-
separably with being a priest. Most of those early Christians 
were not priests; neither are most of us—and certainly not 
Levitical priests. What does this Scripture mean?

The answer is again found in the example set forth by Jesus.

A Higher Priesthood

During His days on earth, Jesus was not a Levitical priest. 
The writer of Hebrews states this quite clearly: “If He were on 
earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who 
offer the gifts according to the law” (Hebrews 8:4). Jesus did 
not come from the tribe of Levi. He had, therefore, no right 
to offer the sacrifices of the Levitical priest.
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Jesus had a different kind of priesthood, and that priest-
hood is described in Hebrews 6–7. Look again at the verses 
from Hebrews that I quoted a moment ago: “Behind the 
[second] veil, . . . the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, 
having become High Priest forever according to the order 
of Melchizedek. For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, [was] 
priest of the Most High God” (Heb. 6:19–7:1).

We need not look any further. The name Melchizedek in 
Hebrew means “king of righteousness.” His name revealed 
him as a king, and his position was priest of Salem, meaning 
peace. His is the first priesthood mentioned in the Bible (see 
Gen. 14:18).

The Levitical priesthood under the Law of Moses was 
a secondary, inferior priesthood. The permanent, eternal 
priesthood was that of Melchizedek, which is the order of 
the priesthood of Jesus.

It is interesting to note that Abraham offered his tithes 
to Melchizedek. In return, Melchizedek gave Abraham two 
things: bread and wine. At the Last Supper, when Jesus 
took the bread and wine and gave them to His disciples, 
He was saying, in effect, “In these elements you see the 
priesthood of Melchizedek reinstated in Me.” These two 
practices in the Church—tithing and Communion—are 
the most ancient ordinances in the priestly service of the 
Lord.

Since Jesus was a priest, though not a Levitical priest, He 
offered sacrifices even while He was on earth. When we again 
turn to Hebrews, we find the sacrifice He offered and how 
this applies to us. Here the writer quotes Psalm 110: “As He 
also says in another place: ‘You are a priest forever according 
to the order of Melchizedek’; who, in the days of His flesh 
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. . . offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries 
and tears” (Heb. 5:6–7).

Those words You are a priest forever according to the order 
of Melchizedek were applied to Jesus. We have, then, the three 
successive sacrifices of Jesus in His priestly role: First, on 
earth, He offered prayers and supplications—crying out to 
God; second, on the cross, He offered Himself; and, third, 
in heaven, He offers the continuing priestly ministry of in-
tercession.

Following Jesus’s Example

This example set by Jesus shows what God wants us to 
become. These words are found in the book of Revelation: 
“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve 
his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 
ever! Amen” (Rev. 1:5–6, NIV).

Through the forgiveness of our sins and the cleansing 
blood of Jesus, we have become a kingdom and priests. 
Other translations say “kings and priests” or a “kingdom of 
priests.” However it is worded, we can embrace two of the 
highest functions ever made available to man. God’s destiny 
and purpose for His people is to be a kingdom of priests.

What does it mean for us experientially to be kings and 
priests? As kings we are meant to rule in His Kingdom; as 
priests we are meant to offer sacrifices. But notice the specific 
connection: a kingdom and priests or a kingdom of priests. 
God’s people are not one or the other. As people of a kingdom 
it is our responsibility to rule the world for God. Only when 
we learn to minister as priests can we do this.
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What kind of spiritual sacrifices does God expect us to 
offer? Just as Jesus offered up prayers and petitions during 
His life on earth, so should we. When we learn to pray, then 
we are qualified to rule.

Is God Calling You?

Some years ago I became an American citizen. I became one 
by choice. Believe me, I weighed that decision very carefully. 
And even though I could see the tremendous possibility of 
divine judgment falling on America, I decided that I wanted 
to identify myself with this nation for better or for worse.

Choosing to understand the power of prayer and take 
your place as a person of prayer in God’s Kingdom is no 
less momentous. Think about it. Are you willing to say this: 
“God, if You can make me into a priest for Your Kingdom, 
I’m willing to pay the price”?

Let me tell you there is no higher calling. When you pray, 
you have reached the throne. Others may not see you because 
you will be out of sight beyond the second veil, but your life 
will count for God for time and eternity.

You may not consider yourself to be a strong person of 
prayer now, but if you offer yourself, God will fashion you. 
It probably means some changes in the way you have done 
things, but the difference will be answered prayer. It is not 
hard; it is very practical. We will learn in this book how to 
approach God, complying with the basic conditions for an-
swered prayer.

We will learn about many kinds of prayer, such as peti-
tion and command. We will understand the place of spiritual 
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warfare. We will learn how to know God’s will and pray it back 
to Him. It is possible to pray with confidence. Remember, 
God wants us to pray and get what we pray for.

My prayer for you is that God will bless you in this calling, 
that He will keep His hand upon you and that He will lead 
you in paths of discipline and instruction. May He make you 
what you have offered to be.

Ready? Let’s go.
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