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Introduction
Getting the Most from This Devotional

We have written this book to help you achieve two very 
important goals: to draw you closer to the Lord and to 
draw you closer to each other. In our own forty-eight 

years of marriage, these two goals have been the highest priorities 
of our lives and they have supported each other—the closer we have 
been to the Lord the easier it has been to be close to each other, and 
the closer we have been to each other the easier it has been to be 
close to the Lord.

God’s purpose for marriage, that two become one, is an analogy 
of our relationship with him. God wants a husband and wife to be 
bonded to each other in the same way we are to be bonded with him. 
He wants an exclusive relationship with us in the same way a mar-
riage is to be exclusive. The commandment to have no other gods 
before him (Exod. 20:3) is closely related to the commandment not 
to commit adultery (Exod. 20:14).

God has given us a powerful incentive to fulfill his purpose for 
marriage: an incredible attraction for each other that we call roman-
tic love. It’s a litmus test of a couple’s care for each other. When 
they provide to each other the quality of care that God intended in 
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Introduction

marriage, they experience romantic love throughout life, the way 
we’ve experienced it. But when they don’t provide that care for each 
other, they lose that feeling of love.

Each chapter opens with Scripture to be discussed that week. 
Then there are five short sections that are to be read by both of you 
together during each of the first five days of the week. There is also 
a prayer at the end of each chapter you can pray together after you 
read each section. On the sixth day of each week, we suggest you 
review the lesson of that week and discuss how you will apply it to 
your marriage.

The lessons in this book cover just about every challenge couples 
face in marriage, and they give you solutions that will help you grow 
in compatibility and mutual care. Each daily segment can be read in 
about five minutes and is designed to help remind you of the value 
of your marriage and your relationship with God. But if you have 
been struggling with the issue introduced by a certain lesson, take 
more time each day to consider ways to apply the solutions we sug-
gest. You may also find it helpful to extend that particular lesson 
beyond a single week.

Your marriage is very important to God. He has joined you to-
gether so that you will care for each other (Matt. 19:6). If you follow 
his will for your marriage, it will be romantic, passionate, and very 
fulfilling for both of you.
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Week 1


A Delightful Love

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth—
 for your love is more delightful than wine . . .
Take me away with you—let us hurry!
 Let the king bring me into his chambers.

Song of Songs 1:2, 4

When Matt and Ellie were first married, their friends teased 
them about their open affection for each other. Behind 
closed doors, they couldn’t get enough of each other. 

Theirs was a passionate marriage, and they took great pleasure in 
expressing their love for one another every way they could.

Three children and eight years later, their passion seemed like a 
dim candle, not a blazing fire. They had stopped “dating” each other 
right around the birth of their second child, and now it felt as if every 
ounce of energy was devoted to work, children, housekeeping, and 
a myriad of other responsibilities. Ellie usually stumbled off to bed 
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exhausted after a long day with the kids, while Matt caught Sports 
Center after everyone else was asleep. Sometimes they would laugh 
about it; they loved their children dearly, but had no idea how much 
work raising them would turn out to be. They missed the freedom and 
spontaneity they had in the first year of their marriage before their first 
child, Jill, arrived. Now it seemed they didn’t have the time or energy 
for the passion that was once an essential part of their relationship.

Day 1

God devoted an entire book of the Bible to poetry describing a pas-
sionate marriage—that’s how important it is to him. He designed 
marriage to be passionate and fulfilling. If you’ve only read Song 
of Songs allegorically in the past, do yourselves a favor: read it with 
each other in mind. Take a few moments today and flip through the 
eight chapters of this sensual book. Which verses stand out to you? 
Any surprises? What are some of the aspects of marriage that are 
celebrated by the couple in Song of Songs?

The truth is that you can, and should, have a passionate marriage 
for your entire lifetime together. We’ve experienced that passion with 
each other for forty-eight years now—and it’s not over yet. Romance 
is something that should never end in marriage. God intended that 
you love each other passionately, regardless of the number of children 
you have or any of the other responsibilities you will face. In this 
book, we’ll share with you what we have done to keep our marriage 
passionate and full of romance for all these years. And we’ll show you 
how you’ve been created by God to have that kind of marriage too.

Day 2

What is passion? It’s the feeling of love—romantic love. When a 
husband and wife feel an incredible attraction for each other, they 
have that special feeling. They’re in love.

_Harley_DrawClose_LS_mw.indd   12 6/13/11   9:16 AM

Willard F. Harley, Jr. and Joyce S. Harley, Draw Close
Revell Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2011. Used by permission.



13

A Delightful Love

To understand where this kind of love comes from, think of your 
feelings like a bank—a Love Bank in this case. Each of you has an 
account in the other’s Love Bank, and every interaction with each 
other strengthens or weakens your relationship by making either a 
deposit or a withdrawal from those accounts. The better you feel 
during an interaction, the more “love units” are deposited in your 
spouse’s account. The worse you feel, the more are withdrawn.

When you were dating each other, no doubt you both made an 
effort to make as many deposits as possible with every conversation 
and activity you had together, even though you may not have thought 
of it in those terms. You also minimized withdrawals by avoiding 
conflicts and arguments. Initially, that created moderately high Love 
Bank balances in each other’s accounts, which caused you to feel 
attracted to each other—you liked each other.

As your balances kept rising, they eventually breached what we 
call the romantic love threshold, and your emotions intensified—you 
fell in love.

Think back to those dating days. Do you remember how it felt 
to fall in love with each other for the first time? This week, consider 
how you can feed each other’s Love Banks the same way you did 
when you first met.

Day 3

Unfortunately what goes up can also go down. If, at any point, the 
two of you stop making deposits and start making withdrawals, 
your Love Bank balances will be in danger of dropping below the 
romantic love threshold, leaving you with a feeling of attraction but 
no longer feeling in love. If you continue to drain each other’s ac-
counts, letting the balances fall to zero, you’ll eventually feel nothing 
toward each other. And if you let withdrawals continue until you both 
have negative balances, a feeling of repulsion will start to emerge. 
The once happy couple you used to be will seem a distant memory.
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The good news is, that doesn’t have to happen. In the coming 
weeks we’ll show you how to keep making deposits and avoiding 
withdrawals—so that you, too, will experience the kind of marriage 
that we have had for forty-eight years.

Imagine, after fifteen—or fifty—years of marriage, still feeling 
the passionate love reflected in Song of Songs, where the husband 
says to his wife,

You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride;
 you have stolen my heart
with one glance of your eyes,
 with one jewel of your necklace. . . .
How much more pleasing is your love than wine,
 and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! (4:9–10)

Reflect on these words for a moment. The lover feels that his heart 
has been stolen away by his wife. Just one glance from her melts his 
heart. He finds great delight in her love, and it pleases him more 
than wine. Even her scent drives him crazy.

Day 4

While Song of Songs is the most explicit book in Scripture about 
passionate marriage, it is by no means the only word God has given 
us on the fulfilling marriage relationship. Indeed, in the book of 
Proverbs, we find a beautiful blessing:

May your fountain be blessed,
 and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.
A loving doe, a graceful deer—
 may her breasts satisfy you always,
 may you ever be captivated by her love. (5:18–19)

It appears these verses are directed to someone who has already been 
married for some time—the speaker blesses the hearer by asking for 
blessings on his “fountain” and that he will “rejoice in the wife of 
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A Delightful Love

your youth.” Most likely this couple was not young anymore! But 
the husband could still “ever be captivated by her love.” A lifetime of 
love is not wishful thinking; it’s reality for couples who have learned 
to keep their Love Bank balances high.

Many don’t believe that a lifetime of passion is really possible—
instead they buy into the idea that romance and passion will inevita-
bly fade. But our own personal experience is living proof that they’re 
wrong. We have stayed in love with each other throughout our entire 
marriage. And we’re not alone. Our parents experienced the same 
thing. In fact, about 20 percent of all marriages remain passionate 
for a lifetime. These are the couples who keep their promises to 
please each other and avoid hurting each other. It’s not some closely 
guarded secret—it’s what couples expect from each other. And it’s 
what God expects of you too.

Day 5

Song of Songs gives us a beautiful picture of what romantic love 
looks like. Skim it again: what words stand out to you? Write those 
words on a sheet of paper and share them with each other.

We are struck by words such as “delightful,” “pleasing,” “beauti-
ful,” “darling,” “charming”—this is a couple that clearly feels ro-
mantic love. Are these words that you would use to describe each 
other or your marriage? Do you have a good feeling when you think 
about each other? Would you rather be with each other than anyone 
else? Do you enjoy telling each other your deepest feelings and most 
private experiences? Do you feel “chemistry” together? Does your 
spouse bring out the best in you? These are some questions that get 
to the essence of what the feeling of romantic love really is. And they 
offer an indication of how well you’re doing at maintaining healthy 
Love Bank balances with each other.

Before the week ends, think back over the past few days. What 
was the biggest “deposit” each of you made into each other’s Love 
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Banks? Were there any major “withdrawals”? Talk about ways you 
can make more deposits and fewer withdrawals in the coming week.

Remember, romantic love doesn’t have to fade away with time. 
You can be as much in love with each other fifty years from now as 
you are today.

 Pr ay e r f o r t h e We e k 

Lord, we want to have a passionate marriage that is characterized 
by love for each other and delight in each other. We know it’s 
possible because you have said so in your Word. So we ask you 
to help us become more sensitive to each other, to help us avoid 
hurting each other, and to help us find fulfillment in each other. 
Help us to be intentional in seeking out ways to demonstrate 
our care for one another. Lead us by your Holy Spirit, so that 
our marriage will honor and glorify you.
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