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IntroductionIntroduction

I HAVE SOME VINYL WORDS  HAVE SOME VINYL WORDS  on my wall that read, 
“Write your worries in sand, carve your blessings in stone.” 
It reminds me that the worries of today will diminish over 

time, washed away like sand castles by the sea. It is also a good 
reminder to think back on all the ways God has protected, de-
livered, and provided for me over the years. Writing something 
in stone creates a long- lasting memorial of an event or person.

In the Old Testament, the Israelites often set up stones in places 
where they experienced the Lord’s deliverance, as a symbol to fu-
ture generations of the Lord’s faithfulness to them. For example, 
when the Lord threw the Philistines into confusion so Israel could 
defeat them, Samuel set up a stone and named it “Ebenezer,” or 
“stone of help.” First Samuel 7:12 says he called it that because 
“Thus far has the Lord helped us.”

At some point while I was learning bird photography, I came 
to see each bird I found as a gift from God. I realized that He 
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would provide birds according to His plan, and that when I 
trusted Him, He often gave me a lesson or verse that corre-
sponded to the scene in front of me. Each bird photograph in 
this book is a kind of “Ebenezer” of my birding expeditions— 
they are reminders of the love and care of the Lord in even the 
smallest matters of life.

I hope these words and photos can become touchstones for 
you as well, demonstrating the goodness of God in every journey.
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Consider the SparrowConsider the Sparrow

THROUGHOUT HISTORY,  HROUGHOUT HISTORY,  sparrows have associated 
with and lived among humans. They rely on our crops 
and crumbs, and have followed us to the ends of the 

earth. The oldest fossils of sparrows have been found in Israel, 
and nearly every House Sparrow in the world has come from this 
same genetic family tree.1 They are so numerous and widespread 
that many people treat them as pests.

During biblical times, these little sparrows were used as a 
temple offering by the poorest worshippers, who could not af-
ford a bigger sacrifice. A person could buy two sparrows for one 
small coin, which was an amount equal to about a penny. Jesus 
mentions this in Matthew 10:29 to illustrate just how worthless 
most people considered these birds. But He says, “Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.” 
God cares about the birds and watches over even the smallest 
living creatures. Then, in verse 31, Jesus goes on to reassure His 
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disciples, and us, “So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows.”

Not much has changed in the past 2,000 years concerning peo-
ple’s attitudes toward House Sparrows, including photographers’. 
Most serious bird photographers won’t bother taking a photo of 
a House Sparrow because they are so common and not very at-
tractive. They are considered an invasive species, and therefore not 
worth consideration. However, when I took this photo, I didn’t 
care what kind of bird it was. I only noticed the contrast between 
the soft bird feathers and the hard bars of the barn window. The 
small size of the bird and the beautiful way the light was shining 
on it beckoned me to take its picture.

In some sense, we are all little sparrows. In the vastness of the 
universe, we may feel forgotten. We are only one in a sea of bil-
lions of people, yet God loves and cherishes each of us. Nahum 
1:7 reminds us: “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him.” No matter how small and 
insignificant we might feel, we are important to the Father. As the 
Lord shines His heavenly light on us, we become a testimony to 
the world of the way God transforms a common, ordinary life 
into something beautiful.
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Made by HimMade by Him

MOST DAYS OST DAYS  I plan where to go depending on what 
kind of birds I want to see. On one particular day, 
however, I walked through the woods without any 

specific idea about what I hoped to find. I was just hiking and 
praying. I asked the Lord to spend time with me and show me 
His creation. I wanted to see what He wanted to show me. Im-
mediately I was flooded with a feeling of joy— it felt like spend-
ing time with a friend who was excited to show me what they 
had made.

When someone takes a lot of time and effort making a piece of 
artwork, for example, they love to share it with others. It brings 
delight when other people enjoy your work. Imagine the look of 
excitement on a child’s face when they show you something they 
have made, and how proud they are of their creation. The Lord 
has created everything to share with us as well. John 1:3 says, 
“Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
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made that has been made.” Jesus made the most fantastic, beauti-
ful piece of art that will ever exist, the intricate and immensely 
complex work of nature. Colossians 1:16 also reveals, “For by 
Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities— all things have been created through Him and for 
Him” (nasb). He is pleased when we appreciate His work and 
praise Him for it.

Psalm 8:3–4 says, “When I consider your heavens, the work 
of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man 
that you care for him?” When we consider something, we don’t 
just give it a passing glance, but we think carefully or contemplate 
it. Consider the abundance, variety, and beauty of all the plants, 
birds, and other animals on earth. Consider people— the complex 
and wonderful way our bodies are formed and function. The in-
tricate balance of life on earth is amazing, and so is our God. Any 
creative impulse or craftsmanship we may display is but a tiny 
reflection of God’s creativity. When we enjoy nature, remember-
ing it is something precious God made with care and thought, it 
can help us feel connected to Him.

Moments after I was overcome by this feeling of joy, a beautiful 
Bald Eagle flew past me, and I thanked the Lord for showing me a 
small piece of His glory. However, a short time later, I slipped and 
fell in the mud, my fall “softened” only by landing on my camera 
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and cracking my lens hood. Normally I might have been bothered 
by this turn of events, but that day it didn’t seem to matter. When 
we experience communion with God, our circumstances have less 
effect on our thoughts and emotions, because we are focused on 
His power and majesty.

Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made.

JOHN 1:3 
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CamouflagedCamouflaged

WHEN ADAM AND EVE HEN ADAM AND EVE  first sinned against 
God, they went from walking innocently in the 
beautiful garden to hiding in the shadows and 

trying to cover themselves with leaves. What prompted such a 
drastic change in their demeanor? They realized they had sinned 
against God, and they were ashamed. By trying to hide from the 
Lord and clothe themselves, they only drew attention to their 
sinful condition.

Many birds hide in their surroundings using built- in cam-
ouflage. Birds’ feather patterns can help them blend into their 
environment so that they don’t fall prey to a predator. For in-
stance, the American Bittern is a common bird, but it can be 
difficult to find because of its amazing camouflage. When it 
stands perfectly still, it merges into the cattails almost seam-
lessly. In fact, when this bird moved just a few feet into the 
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vegetation, I couldn’t see it at all— it seemed to disappear in the 
reeds. Similarly, this Western Meadowlark blended in so well 
with the surrounding grasses it almost vanished. The only way 
I found it was by following its flight path and watching where 
it landed. For birds, hiding is an important skill that God has 
provided to help them survive.

In the case of Adam and Eve, their attempts to hide from God 
didn’t work because their coverings were borne out of shame. Our 
human attempts to cover our sin or make up for wrongdoing 
are never adequate. Genesis 3:21 states, “The Lord God made 
garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.” God 
himself supplied an acceptable covering for them, in a fore telling 
of the way He would ultimately provide a way to cover all our 
sins.

The way to receive this covering is to believe in Jesus Christ 
and repent, or turn away, from sin. When we try to keep our sins 
covered and refuse to address them, the guilt weighs on our hearts 
and minds. Psalm 32:3–5 says,

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groan-
ing all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon 
me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Then I 
acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”— and you 
forgave the guilt of my sin.
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Let’s not shrink back into the shadows but approach the Lord 
and accept His gracious forgiveness. When God provides the 
covering of righteousness, we never have to worry about being dis-
covered. He declares us completely free from all guilt and shame. 
“Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered” (Psalm 32:1).
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