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I would like to dedicate this book to my beautiful wife, 
Kanika Evans, and my five beautiful children: Kelsey, 
Jonathan II, Kamden, Kylar, and Jade Wynter. You are 
the motivation in my life for making every moment count. 
You are the motivation for my choosing to go forward in 
the call of God in my life right now. I love you all more 
than life itself. This is for you!
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11

CHAPTER 1

NOW

It’s a word about timing. A word that releases urgency when you 
say it or when it is said to you. You’ve heard it. You’ve said it. You 
know what it means. No more procrastinating. No more putting it 
off. No more waiting. No more messing around.

When someone says now, they mean now.
I heard that word at a time when I didn’t want to. I had finally 

reached the highest point of my football career. After hours, weeks, 
and months of weights, drills, practices, scrimmages, and games for 
what seemed like an endless cycle of years, I had gotten the call. I 
had been signed. I had made it to the NFL.

To give you some background before we get going: I had always 
been the athlete in our family. For those of you who have listened to 
my dad, Tony Evans, preach, I was the child he would use in many 
illustrations involving sports. It could be football, basketball, or any 
other type of athletics. It didn’t matter what it was because I had 
been involved in sports for what seemed like my whole life. My dad 
had plenty of stories to choose from.

I had started out wanting to be like Michael Jordan, similar to 
every young athlete growing up at that time. I loved basketball. But 
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right when I entered high school, I transitioned to football. I played 
at Duncanville High School in Texas, and if  you know anything 
about Texas, high school football is a big deal. Some of the high 
school stadiums in Texas compare with college stadiums in other 
states. Friday night lights are everything down here.

At first, I’ll admit, I wasn’t very good at football. I can’t say I did 
much of anything significant on the field my whole freshman year. In 
my sophomore year, I did get a little bit better, but I still just played 
okay. My junior year is when I blossomed. I even started varsity that 
year. By the time my senior year came around, I had fully developed 
as a high school player. In fact, I was starting to get some looks. 
These looks came from Baylor, Texas Christian University, Okla-
homa State, University of Oklahoma, and others. These schools kept 
an eye on me, which made me excited about going to the next level.

As the youngest in our family, I had watched all my siblings move 
forward toward their visions, whether it was on full scholarships for 
academics, singing, or something else. I knew I could follow suit 
with a full scholarship as well. And, as God would have it, He did 
use my talents as an athlete to get me into Baylor University on a 
Division 1 football scholarship.

If you are a Baylor fan, I need to point out that this was before 
Heisman- winning quarterback Robert Griffin III arrived, so we 
didn’t win a lot of games while I was there. I like to say that we were 
laying the foundation for their greatness to come. But even though 
we didn’t win a lot, I had a pretty good college career. In fact, it was 
good enough for me to get called up to the NFL. After graduating, I 
was signed in the 2005 draft by Bill Parcells and the Dallas Cowboys.

There were a lot of great names in the 2005 Dallas Cowboys 
draft class that you may recognize: DeMarcus Ware, Marion Barber, 
Marcus Spears, and Jay Ratliff were called out. I was thrilled to be 
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chosen with these young players who had such dominant skills. I felt 
like I had made it. I had arrived and I was ready for all God had in 
store. Now was my time! 

Little did I know, though, what God actually had in store.
To say that football had become my life by then is to understate 

it. Football was my go- to, the thing I loved most. My entire focus 
was football. One of the reasons was because for the first time in my 
life, I had to fend for myself. I had to fight for my role. My dad and 
my family carried no influence over whether or not I would remain 
on the team or even get to play. If I wanted to play, I had to prove 
myself to the coaches. The silver spoon I had enjoyed the benefit 
of for the majority of my life had been taken away. In a game like 
football, every man has to fight not only to get his job, but also to 
keep it. Whether it is your first game or your tenth year, every player 
in the NFL is in a constant battle to prove they deserve their spot.

Unfortunately, my first battle didn’t last that long. Just two months 
after being signed, I heard the word that kicked off this chapter. I 
heard the word that signifies immediacy. Urgency. Movement. I heard 
. . . Now.

I heard it because I had been cut. The guy we all called “the grim 
reaper” stopped me from coming into the facility that morning. 
With his hand held out as on a Heisman Trophy, he told me I was 
no longer a part of the organization. I had to gather my things and 
go. No more hanging around. No more rubbing shoulders with the 
greats on “America’s Team.” No more reporting for duty. No more 
chances to prove myself. I had been released and needed to head 
out— now.

Words don’t do justice to what I felt when I heard him that day. It 
was painful to be let go, to not make the cut and discover that you 
have been set to the side. To be marginalized in the one area where 
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you feel you have what it takes is crushing. Football was my passion. 
But I had been sent packing.

What’s worse, no one else came calling. I wound up watching the 
entire football season from home on my couch. I got to see all of the 
guys I had come into the organization with doing well on the field, 
while not being a part of it myself. 

Up until that point, all of my thoughts and my entire schedule 
had revolved around football. Whether it was studying film or the 
playbook, practicing, choosing what I ate to best prepare my body 
to perform, or any number of other things, football was life. All of 
that changed when the grim reaper told me to head home. Years of 
a routine I had loved came screeching to a halt when he said, “Evans, 
it’s time for you to go— now.”

Now.
The word can bring hope, or it can bring pain. It can make you 

smile, or it can make you sad. Whether it is attached to something 
positive or negative will determine how you respond, but one thing 
is for sure— you will react to this word. You will respond to this 
reality. This is because now involves timing. It involves movement. 
It sets the stage for something new to take place, and to take place 
right away. No more planning, analyzing, or choosing. Now means 
now. It’s go time.

The Bible tells us about a man named Joshua who also heard this 
word now. He heard it at a time when both he and his entire nation 
were in a season of mourning. Their leader had just died, and their 
loss still felt like a fresh wound sliced across the fleshy tissue of their 
hearts. But God doesn’t always wait until we feel we are ready to 
make His move. He doesn’t always give us time to recover from life’s 
bruises or knockdowns. He doesn’t sit around until we give Him the 
green light. Trust me, I know this firsthand.

_Evans_YourTimeIsNow_SH_jck.indd   14_Evans_YourTimeIsNow_SH_jck.indd   14 2/25/21   2:38 PM2/25/21   2:38 PM

Your Time Is Now • Jonathan Evans 
Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2021 used by permission



NoW  15

As I write this book, I think back over a daunting two years in 
my own life and that of my family. In such a short period of time, 
we have experienced tremendous personal pain through the deaths 
of so many loved ones, most of them unexpected. I lost my cousin, 
two uncles, my aunt, my grandfather, and my mom all within a 
short span of time. Yet while I was struggling to catch my breath 
under the weight of these compounding waves of grief, God didn’t 
stop or let life pause. He kept putting things in front of me that I 
was to do for Him, for my family, my kids, our church, the national 
ministry, and more.

When God wants to do something immediately, He does it right 
then. He doesn’t ask for our opinion or input on the decision. We see 
this same thing take place with Joshua. We read about it in Joshua 
1:1–2 (emphasis added):

Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, 
that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, 
“Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, 
you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the 
sons of Israel.”

The word now shows up in this passage twice. In fact, the book 
of Joshua begins with it. Now is a current word. It’s a term about 
timing. Using the word now indicates to Joshua that even though 
so much change has already taken place, more is on the horizon.

The word now is also a reminder to Joshua that he can no longer 
ride the coattails of his mentor. He can no longer piggyback on 
Moses’ relationship with God. After all, it had been Moses who had 
received the Ten Commandments. It was Moses who had talked to 
God as a friend. It had been Moses who glowed from God’s presence 
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while Joshua stood by looking on with the rest of the people in the 
tribes. Moses had been the man.

But as the book of Joshua begins, we are reminded right away 
that Moses is no longer around. He had done his part, and it was 
time for someone new. It was time for a change of strategy and an 
adjustment of plans. It was Joshua’s turn to lead now. He was to 
have his own relationship with God as he moved to a whole new 
level of impact in his land.

How You Respond Is Up to You

If you’ve read about Joshua at all, you know that he had spent his 
whole career up to that point playing behind Moses. He did so be-
cause that was the role he was asked to fulfill. If Moses told Joshua 
to go down as Moses went up, Joshua went down. If Moses told 
him to wait, he waited. If Moses told Joshua to fight in the valley, 
he fought in the valley. Moses was the servant of the Lord, while 
Joshua was the servant of Moses.

During that decades- long season of development, Moses had been 
the one who spoke to God, heard from God, and spoke from God. 
Everything revolved around Moses, while Joshua, at times, just car-
ried Moses’ stuff (Exodus 24:13).

But as we see in the first two verses of the book named after him, 
the time had come for Joshua to take on a whole new role. That’s 
because Moses had died, and it was Joshua’s turn to assume the 
mantle of leadership over the Israelites. He had put in his time, got-
ten the call, and made the cut. Now, everything was about to change 
for Joshua. Now was his time.

Much of the success or failure people experience in life is due to 
their ability or inability to respond when life changes as quickly as 
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it did for Joshua. A person’s capacity to adapt when necessary will 
determine his or her ability to achieve their goals in life. It shows up 
in a willingness to embrace the now moments in a way that propels 
you forward rather than remain stuck in a routine or role you have 
held for so long because you have gotten used to it.

The spiritual life is a life of development. It has valleys, mountains, 
and wilderness seasons. Like sports, it has changes in the coaching 
staff, equipment personnel, or even on the roster itself. But as we 
grow and develop, we reach that point along the way when God is 
calling each of us to a new level of engagement. This is the time 
when we can no longer ride the coattails of those who have gone 
before us. We can no longer rely solely on the testimonies of our 
mentors, parents, or influencers. This new season means it’s time 
for you and me to have our own testimonies. Our own stories. Our 
own victories. Our own illustrations. This season requires our own 
ability to hear God’s voice. It means no more procrastinating on 
passionately pursuing the thing that matters most— our connection 
to our Creator and the unleashing of His plan in our lives.

As you grow, it’s not okay to sit on the sidelines of your faith while 
you watch other people take the field. Things may not look like you 
thought they would for you, but you still have a part to play and a 
role to fulfill. This is true even if it isn’t the role you once thought you 
would be living out. Things may be different than you had imagined 
they would be. You might not be in the career field you got your 
degree in. Or married by the time you thought you’d be married. 
Or have kids. Or, as in my case, playing in the NFL.

But whether your life looks like you want it to or not, God has 
you where He has you for a reason. This is your season. Your time 
is now to get what God has given you by fulfilling the plans He has 
for you. The question is: Will you go get it? Or will you instead be 
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content to keep sulking on the sofa, strategizing a way to go after that 
which will never satisfy at all? Or, rather, will you procrastinate on 
your relationship with God and the purposes He has for you while 
life’s game clock continues to count down?

Before my wife and I started homeschooling our kids, my old-
est daughter, Kelsey, didn’t care much for the word now. She liked 
to procrastinate, especially on her schoolwork. She couldn’t stand 
schoolwork. We would bring Kelsey home from school and tell her, 
“You need to do your homework now.” But Kelsey wouldn’t hear any 
of that. She wanted to go outside and hit the trampoline instead. She 
wanted to play, wrestle with her brothers, or do just about anything 
other than the work she had been called to do.

But our son, J2, was totally different. When we would bring J2 
home from school, he would finish his entire week’s homework 
packet on Monday. He would knuckle down and complete it all. J2 
wasn’t trying to see his homework again on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, or Friday. He wanted it all done so he could be free for 
the rest of the week to do what he wanted to do.

Kelsey, on the other hand, would run herself ragged outside rather 
than do her homework right away. Finally, when she would come 
back in from playing and we would tell her she needed to do her 
homework before bed, she would complain that she was too tired, 
too miserable, and didn’t feel like it. But all of her whining didn’t 
change our minds. She still had to sit down and do her work at night. 
Why? Because we knew as her parents that she wasn’t going to be 
graded on her playing. She was going to be graded on her work.

The problem many of us have today is this same issue of pro-
crastinating on our spiritual work while running ourselves ragged 
in the culture, chasing money, friends, fame, or fun. Too many of 
us choose to delay our spiritual assignments while instead spending 
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When you stand before God, you 

aren’t going to be graded on how 

you played the secular game of life. 

You aren’t going to be graded on 

the things you ran yourself ragged 

pursuing for fun. When you stand 

before God, you will be graded 

on one thing and one thing only: 

your spiritual work. God will be 

evaluating whether you actually  

did what He created you to do.
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all of our energy focused on cultural extracurricular activities that 
are not even on God’s grading scale for our lives.

As you and I set out together in this book to explore your pur-
pose and all that God has for you, I want to start off by helping you 
understand something very important. If you get this, it’ll give you 
the foundation for everything else we look at:

When you stand before God, you aren’t going to be graded on how 
you played the secular game of life. When you stand before God, 
you aren’t going to be graded on the things you ran yourself ragged 
pursuing for fun. When you stand before God, you will be graded 
on one thing and one thing only: your spiritual work. God will be 
evaluating whether you actually did what He created you to do.

Now is the time for you to live out your purpose for God. Not 
when you’re older. Not when you’ve settled down. Not when you 
feel like you’ve got nothing else to do. Ecclesiastes 12:1 says, “Re-
member also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the 
evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, ‘I have 
no delight in them.’” In other words, don’t put off what God has 
for you to do for another day. Don’t delay it when you are vibrant 
and energetic to do the work right now. Now is your time. Now is 
your season.

Too many of us have become content watching everyone else pur-
sue their passions and live out their purposes. We say we want to 
pursue our own, but we feel that it’s safer to stay behind the screen 
and just watch others do it. We’ve become too afraid to try. Or too 
wounded from past pain. Too timid. Too cynical. Too stuck.

God knows this. That’s why sometimes, as in the case of Joshua, 
something significant has to die in your life for you to come to an 
awareness that it’s time for you to move. It was after the death of 
Moses that the Lord spoke to Joshua. It was after the removal of 
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the person Joshua spent his whole life serving that he was able to 
hear from God. 

So, that produces some questions:

• What in your life has to die in order for you to hear God’s 
voice? 

• What in your life needs to be laid to rest in order for you to 
have a greater experience of God? 

• What is it that is keeping you from living out the full expres-
sion of your reason for being on this earth? 

• What needs to be set aside in order for there to be a vacancy 
for God to step in?

As long as Moses was living, Joshua was listening to Moses. But 
after Moses died, Joshua heard from God himself.

I want to point out, of course, that Moses wasn’t a bad thing in 
Joshua’s life. His relationship with Joshua wasn’t a negative one. 
When you read through the questions above, did you immediately 
think of what sin you needed to stop or what addiction you needed 
to overcome? Or did you think of a toxic relationship you needed to 
release? While those things may need to be addressed in your life, I 
also want you to realize that Moses wasn’t bad. Moses was a great 
man. Moses led the Israelites out of bondage. The loss of Moses 
was a monumental loss for everyone.

Remember, it was Moses who carried the Ten Commandments 
down the mountain from God. He held up his rod to split open the 
Red Sea. Moses was solid. He was so solid and loved that the chapter 
right before the book of Joshua says the entire nation went into a 
period of monumental mourning over his death (Deuteronomy 34:8). 
They mourned for thirty days over Moses, although it was customary 
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in Israel to mourn for only seven. They mourned for thirty days 
because the death of Moses was a big loss. But keep in mind, their 
monumental mourning was a precursor of a monumental calling. It 
wasn’t until Joshua could let Moses go that he was able to live out 
the fullness of all he had been gifted to do.

Whenever you are going through a season in which you feel like 
you have lost something or someone you counted on, keep your 
eyes open through the tears. When it seems as though you’ve lost 
the one thing you felt you could hang your hat on— whether it’s a 
person, occupation, health status, relationship, ministry, or anything 
else— be mindful while you’re mourning. That is often the very time 
God wants to call your name because that is also when He can get 
your authentic attention.

It is frequently the good things in life that keep us dependent. 
If we are not careful, the good things can keep us stuck. They can 
keep us bound to what is good, unable to pursue what is best. God 
knows that for each of us to live out what He has called us to do, 
we need to be dependent on only one Source: Him. We must be 
independent of the need for notoriety, financial success, personal 
approval, family acceptance, or cultural clout— which is why a lot 
of times God will take those things from us and simply put them 
to rest. He does this so we will have no choice but to experience a 
vacancy in our lives where He can step in. Joshua got his calling 
when the only superhero Israel, and Joshua, had ever known was 
called home. Even though Moses was great and still vibrant at the 
end of his life, he would have prevented them from going where 
they were called to go.

There may be some great things in your own life— or even great 
people— that can’t go where you are going. You may have to tell 
them, “Hey, I love you but I just can’t take you with me.” You must 

_Evans_YourTimeIsNow_SH_jck.indd   22_Evans_YourTimeIsNow_SH_jck.indd   22 2/25/21   2:38 PM2/25/21   2:38 PM

Your Time Is Now • Jonathan Evans 
Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2021 used by permission



NoW  23

do this because where you are going they are just not called to go. 
You may have to step away from some situations, relationships, or 
even opportunities in order to step into God’s plan for your life.

The Israelites didn’t hear God’s voice for themselves until they 
lost someone whose voice, to them, often rang louder than God’s. 
Sometimes God will take things from you that you really love so 
you can hear from Him more clearly, even if the thing or person He 
takes from you was good. Moses was good, but it wasn’t until Moses 
was gone that Joshua and the Israelites were able to go in and claim 
their Promised Land.

As we come to the close of this chapter, I want you to take a mo-
ment to think about that some more and just let it sink in. Do so by 
asking yourself a few questions:

• What good thing in my life needs to be put to rest in order 
for me to fully experience God? 

• What blessing do I have that is actually taking me further 
away from the Blessor? 

• Is there something, or someone, stopping me from hearing 
the voice of God? 

Maybe there’s something that is acting as a god in your heart that 
has to go. The Bible calls distractions like those idols. An idol is any-
thing that superimposes its own importance over God’s. Whenever 
you have something or someone taking God’s position in your life, 
it blocks God from speaking to you (Exodus 20:3).

But beyond the idols that compete for our allegiance and atten-
tion, one of the even bigger challenges facing our Christian cul-
ture today are the men and women who have become comfortable 
just staying where they are. Had I become comfortable sitting on 
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God is calling you to go further, 

rise higher, and achieve more in 

His name than you could ever 

imagine. But you will never get 

to experience all that God has 

for you unless you are willing to 

rise up out of the depths of your 

own disappointments, get up off 

the couches of your own comfort 

zones, and pursue His plan for 

this season. Now. Not tomorrow. 

Not next year. No, the time is now. 

Your time is now.
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the couch that entire season watching everyone else play football, I 
wouldn’t be where I am today.

I didn’t like the couch. I wanted to be on the field. But I knew if I 
were going to have any shot at something more than simply staring 
at a screen, I would have to learn to let go of the dream that had 
died so early on that season. I had to learn how to hear from God 
on what to do now. Too many of us fixate so much on what has died 
that we forget that God himself is still very much alive. And what’s 
more, He has a great plan for each of us to live out (Jeremiah 29:11).

God is calling you to go further, rise higher, and achieve more in 
His name than you could ever imagine. But you will never get to ex-
perience all that God has for you unless you are willing to rise up out 
of the depths of your own disappointments, get up off the couches 
of your own comfort zones, and pursue His plan for this season. 
Now. Not tomorrow. Not next year. Not when your emotions have 
had a chance to heal or you’ve had a chance to try everything else 
out first. Not even when you feel more prepared, and ready. No, the 
time is now. Your time is now. It’s up to you to get up and go get 
what God has given you.

Let’s go . . . NOW.
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