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Introduction

You cannot understand A.W. Tozer without understanding 
his prayer life. Everything he did flowed out of  his time in 
prayer.

One of the many profound things Tozer says about prayer 
is that we need to “pray our walk and walk our prayer.” Sadly, 
I often find that my own prayer life and walk are completely 
different. In our prayer, we should begin to bring our life and 
ministry together and focus on God.

This book is not a textbook on how to pray. There are many 
of those out there, and Tozer was not interested in that. This 
is also not a book that outlines an easy method on how we 
should pray or what the attitude of our prayers should be. No, 
this book is a direct challenge for you to get on your knees and 
learn how to pray.

Tozer, throughout his life, got rid of anything that com-
promised his prayer ministry. His praying was not just a duty 
he performed to please God, and it was not a ritual he went 
through to ease his conscience, but it was a ministry. For Tozer, 
it was his great pleasure to ascend into the mind of God in 
fellowship.
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Introduction

As I edited this book, I saw that God wants to use me and 
work through me, and my prayer is the channel through which 
God can do that. It is like Jacob’s ladder: The ladder ascends 
and it also descends. That means we can go up into the pres-
ence of God, and that God can come down into our situation. 
It is our prayer life that brings the two together.

The most important quote in this book comes from Miguel 
de Molinos (1628–1696), who said, “Prayer is an ascent or el-
evation of the mind to God.” That is how Tozer viewed his 
prayer life.

Some things you read here will at first disturb you. That 
reaction never bothered Dr. Tozer. If  you like everything in 
this book, Dr. Tozer would probably think you have not read 
it. What he lays out is not compatible with popular culture, 
or even today’s Church culture. Unfortunately, many in the 
Church today are trying to align their prayer lives with the 
world around us.

Tozer makes it very clear that God does not hear every prayer. 
This needs to be grasped by people today, particularly in the 
Church. The unsaved person has no avenue to God. It is only 
through Jesus Christ that anybody has access to God. Just be-
cause you pray does not mean you have God’s ear.

As a Christian, I need to concentrate on discovering God’s 
will on a daily basis and then bring my life into alignment with 
that will. God makes it very clear that if our prayer is based 
upon reason or knowledge, it will get us nowhere. God will not 
be able to work through that prayer.

This material comes from an excellent collection of sermons 
in which Tozer points out that the greatest curse for the Church 
today is unanswered prayer. What bothered him most was that 
most Christians are not bothered by that. Not knowing how to 
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pray is one of the most significant obstacles in our Christian 
lives, and this book works to overcome that obstacle.

There are many blessings that come with prayer, but also 
perfect submission. Our prayer lives are a true reflection of our 
understanding of who we are in Christ, and if Jesus prayed to 
His Father, “Not as I will, but as You will” (Matthew 26:39), 
so must we.

This book will help cultivate a desperately needed prayer life, 
or dialogue with God, in today’s Christian. Tozer’s challenge 
to us is this: Are our prayers more powerful and effective today 
than they were a year ago?

Included is a chapter from the biography of Tozer, A Man 
of  Prayer, demonstrating how prayer was the lifeline in all of 
his ministry and life.

Dr. James L. Snyder
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ONE

Discovering the  
Dynamics of Prayer

Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.”

Genesis 28:16
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T
he most important aspect of the Christian life is prayer. 
It is the most potent weapon we have in the spiritual 
warfare before us in this world. Every Christian is de-

fined by their prayer life, and if we are not living in prayer, we 
are not experiencing the life God has for us.

From the time I became a Christian, I invested my time in 
prayer. At that time, I didn’t know very much about prayer, but 
through the years I have discovered the marvelous dynamics 
associated with it. I can relate with what Jacob experienced 
here.

Every Christian believes in prayer, but few actually live the 
dynamics of a biblically focused prayer. Prayer is not a ritual or 
the mumbling of phrases; rather, it is experiencing the awesome 
presence of God. Out of this presence comes a life of victory 
and pleasure to Him.

What bothers me is that many Christians do not understand 
how powerful prayer is and do not take it seriously. Prayer 
is replaced with works, programs, or methods. They think 
that if you have the right method, then God will answer your  
prayer.

But the important thing I have discovered as a Christian is 
that if I cannot accomplish something through prayer, then it 
cannot be done by God’s grace. The person who discovered 
this, I believe, was Jacob. But if I could choose between being 
friends with Jacob or his brother, Esau, I would pick Esau. Esau 
was a man’s man. He was a hunter and was very vigilant in the 
things he did. He was his father’s favorite son.

Jacob, on the other hand, was a momma’s boy tied to her 
apron strings. He didn’t seem to have what it took to be the 
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kind of man his brother was. These twins were as opposite as 
day and night.

One day, Jacob deceived his father and brother, lying and 
stealing from them, and then he had to get out of town. His 
mother sent him to her family so he could find a wife there— 
she did not want him to have a Canaanite as a wife. Because of 
that, Esau, in defiance of his mother, decided he would have a 
Canaanite for a wife.

But being a momma’s boy, under his mother’s instructions, 
Jacob fled to her brother’s place, where he would find a wife 
to please his mother. When Jacob fled from the wrath of his 
angry brother, in the howling wilderness wasteland, he saw a 
ladder standing upon the earth. If Jacob had stayed home in 
good company, keeping to the house and helping his mother, 
he would never have seen the ladder. His weakness led to com-
munion with God.

Sin is always wrong, and if we insist on rebellion against 
God, we will get ourselves into serious trouble. But remember 
that if you are God’s and you belong to Him, you have learned 
the art of true repentance. God will turn even your defeat into 
victory. A fleeing Jacob will see a ladder, whereas his brother, 
Esau, out running around, hunting and bringing in savory meat 
to please his father, will never see that ladder.

This was an experience with God that Jacob had never 
thought about before. As he traveled, he became weary, and at 
the end of the day he grabbed a rock, lay down, and went to 
sleep. In his sleep, God gave him a dream of angels going up 
and down the ladder.

The thing I appreciate most about this story is the fact that 
when Jacob awoke from his sleep, he declared, “Surely the Lord 
is in this place, and I did not know it.” I don’t know what kind 
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of a person he was, spiritually speaking, but I think this dream 
transformed him. He experienced the presence of God, and 
that would change his life and prepare him for what he would 
encounter for the rest of his days.

Meditating on the Scripture, I see several important aspects 
about this ladder of prayer. It ascends, and it descends. This is 
significant. The going up is an illustration that we have access 
to God. I do not think Jacob understood this at the time, and 
even today most Christians don’t understand that prayer is, first 
of all, access to God. It is the key to the treasures of heaven, 
giving us what God has for us and enabling us to do what He 
wants us to do.

There is step after step after step; the steps go up and then 
come down.

In the ascending stairs, we need to understand that the closer 
we get to God, the farther away we are from the world. This is 
something many Christians do not understand and have not 
experienced. From God’s perspective, true prayer can never 
mingle with the world, and the key to this is a complete separa-
tion between the world around me and my prayer experience. 
Jacob learned that if he was going to touch God, he needed 
to be set apart.

That is exactly what this ladder did. It lifted Jacob out of 
this world and into the presence of God, introducing him to a 
world he could never have imagined.

Today, many churches believe that if they adopt the world’s 
business methods, they can build a better church. If you must 
use business methods or programs to build the church, you 
have pushed the Holy Spirit to the side. Anybody can build 
an organization and religion and everything that goes along 
with that. But only the Holy Spirit can build the Church. And 
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this ascending is the process of separating from the world and 
focusing entirely on God above.

When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he understood that what 
he had experienced was something sacred. Once again, we need 
to understand that prayer is not merely a process or a program, 
but a sacred and holy activity. We need to grasp the idea that it 
is communication with God on His terms, not ours. Like Jacob 
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 
We can be praying when suddenly we find ourselves going up 
the ladder, experiencing the presence of God and for the first 
time seeing that which we did not know was there.

Too many Christians have the idea that they can get away 
with just adding prayer to their normal daily routines. That is 
not the truth, but a lie from the enemy. Prayer is not something 
we add to our life. Rather, it is something we ascend to. The 
result of true prayer is experiencing the presence of God in 
reverence and awe on His terms.

If I need to prop up my prayer life with worldly ideas and 
activities, I do not understand the real essence of prayer. Prayer 
is discovering the presence of God in a way we did not know 
before. We cannot truly pray without experiencing God.

Of course, this ladder ascension speaks to the fact that there 
are various levels of prayer. As I mature in my Christian experi-
ence, I am also developing in my prayer ability. My ability to 
leave the world behind and enter into the presence of God is 
not something that comes overnight. It’s not something that 
just happens. It is proactive on our part as Christians. We 
must turn our backs on the world and put our focus on the 
God of heaven.
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Not only did the ladder go up, but it also came down.
The ladder going up means that we can leave the world and 

enter into the presence of God. The ladder coming down means 
that God can come down into our presence.

This is not thought of very much. One of the great desires 
of God is to come down among us. Just as we go up into God’s 
presence, He now wants to come down into ours and fill our 
lives with the awesome sense of His presence.

That’s why Jacob said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and 
I did not know it.” Once he began to understand and know the 
presence of God, his life was about to change more than he had 
ever understood before. The Jacob we come to know after this 
is the Jacob who experienced God.

My prayer life is not just something I do; rather, it is some-
thing I experience. If you would ask anybody, “Do you believe in 
prayer?” most people would reply, “I sure do believe in prayer.” 
Then if you would ask them, “Have you experienced prayer?” 
most would look at you with a questioning eye and nod their 
heads, unsure what you meant.

The problem is most have not experienced prayer the way 
Jacob experienced it here. Most people go through the motions 
without the coming down of the presence of God. Prayer is not 
merely emotional but experiential.

When Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, a dove came down 
from heaven and rested upon Him. That was a symbol of the Holy 
Spirit coming upon the Lord Jesus Christ in preparation for His 
ministry. We need to have the power and presence of God come 
upon us as well, and if we do not have this, our Christian experi-
ence, especially our prayer lives, will be bland and of no real power.

I want heaven in my life. I want the glory of heaven to shine 
in me and through me.
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Too often, as Christians, we get so caught up with the world 
that we drag our feet, but what Jacob experienced is what we 
need to experience. Jacob wasn’t the perfect person and still 
had a ways to go, but he was now going in the right direction.

Christians need to be going in the right direction, and prayer 
navigates the way forward as we experience the presence of 
God. His presence is not one- sided, but two- sided. We go up 
to Him, and He comes down to us. And that interaction is 
magnificent as we walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Most Christians try to deal with the world by accommodat-
ing it, making sure the culture is not offended by what they say 
or do. Therefore, they have ceased to live the radical Christian 
life of the New Testament. But if I am walking in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, I am going to offend just about everybody 
I meet. The reason for this offense is that people have turned 
their backs on God, which, unfortunately, is even happening in 
churches today. We have allowed the world, particularly Hol-
lywood, to define Christianity and Christ. I want nothing to 
do with the Christ of Hollywood.

We need to understand what Jacob experienced when he 
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 
When we come to the point of knowing that God is in our 
place, our lives begin to change.

The most essential thing in my life as a Christian is prayer, but 
not prayer according to man’s understanding. It is prayer in har-
mony with ascending into the presence of God in such a way that 
separates us from the world. This prayer experience defines us.

I do not answer to the world. I do not conform to the world. 
I understand what real prayer is all about and how it separates 

_Tozer_GoingHigherWithGodInPrayer_LH_jck.indd   17_Tozer_GoingHigherWithGodInPrayer_LH_jck.indd   17 2/1/22   7:55 AM2/1/22   7:55 AM

Going Higher with God in Prayer • A.W. Tozer, James L. Snyder 
Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2022 used by permission



GOING HIGHER WITH GOD IN PRAYER

18

me. This is the only way I will experience the dynamics of true 
spiritual separation. I want to examine this as deeply as possible 
to motivate our hearts to have a passion for prayer as we’ve 
never had before.

After Jacob had this dream of the ladder, he said, “How awe-
some is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven!” (Genesis 28:17).

What Jacob now understood was that prayer is the gateway 
into heaven. Prayer is the thing that gets us to where God wants 
us to be so that He can work in our lives as He wants to. I do 
not tell God what to do. That is a temptation we all have. But 
I need to get to the point where I am coming up into His pres-
ence and allowing Him to come down into my presence at His 
discretion. And when that happens, I will begin to see things 
like I never saw them before. I see them from God’s perspective.

True prayer cultivates in us sacred reverence and holiness. 
True prayer gets me to where God wants me to be. It opens 
up to me all the treasures of heaven I need, to be all that God 
desires me to be.

We can spend our time in prayer, but it needs to motivate us 
until we are caught up in the presence of God. Anything less 
is unworthy of our time.

O God, I long to long for Thee every day of  my life. 
Give me the strength I need to push the world aside  
so that I can enjoy Your presence in my life. In Jesus’ 
name I pray, amen.
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