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INTRODUCTION

[.LIVING THE
BLESSED HOPE

No biblical truth drew closer to the heart of A. W. Tozer than the
imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ. This focus on our
Blessed Hope dictated much of his passion to encourage believ-
ers to rise above the times and fix their gaze on Jesus, our soon-
coming King. He taught that for those who are ready for Jesus’
return, there is no calamity raging around them that can shake
the quiet assurance and confidence that Jesus Christ will return.

Tozer was not known in his day as a Bible prophecy teacher,
and yet he did his share of teaching on the subject. He referred
to Bible prophecy as “prehistory,” and he created this series of
messages on the book of Revelation to spur every believer on to
get ready and stay ready in this season that leads up to the
Lord’s return. The Blessed Hope is what Tozer looked for and
what he lived for.

Tozer believed that an important reason why prophecy
should be pursued today is because of the abuses down the
years. Almost every generation has had its share of “the End is
Near” people claiming to know the time and day of our Lord’s
return, despite the clear teaching in the Bible that “of that day
and hour knoweth no man” (Matt. 24:36).

Some headline-seeking preachers, it seems to me, hope that
Christ will give them some leeway or at least enough time so
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PREPARING FOR JESUS’ RETURN

that they can write a book and become known as the one who ac-
curately predicted the return of the Lord. Thankfully, our Lord
does not give credence to such absolute nonsense.

Right up front, Tozer points out the difference between the
evangelical mystic and the evangelical rationalist when it comes
to the book of Revelation. Here is where some will probably find
occasion to pause and wonder which side they are going to be on.
Tozer explains, “The evangelical mystic, like John, stands in the
presence of the awesome God and cries ‘holy, holy, holy,” and falls
down at His feet as dead. But the evangelical rationalist figures it
all out and says, ‘We can understand it, we know how it is,” then
writes a long book about it, telling exactly what it is like.”

As you might well know, Tozer aligned himself with the evan-
gelical mystic. This is how he approached Bible prophecy—not to
fitin every little piece and person, but rather to focus on the Lord
Jesus Christ as coming again. It is, after all, the revelation, or un-
veiling, of Jesus Christ.

I think an important emphasis in this book is that no matter
what your beliefs are about the timing of the coming of the Lord,
you should not make your particular view of Bible prophecy the lit-
mus test for believer fellowship. We can disagree without being
disagreeable. We can hold different views without disrupting our
fellowship. This is the ploy of the enemy—to get God’s people to
fight about their particular slice of Bible prophecy and not real-
ize it as part of the whole pie.

Instead of Bible prophecy being the great divider, it should
unite us all around our risen and glorified Lord who will soon ap-
pear. No matter which angle you are looking from, the center of
your focus is Jesus Christ. So let us not argue over the right sleeve
of Christ’s robe in contrast to the left sleeve. We need both sleeves
to make a robe, and we need the whole of Bible prophecy to bring
the focus onto the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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INTRODUCTION: LIVING THE BLESSED HOPE

Tozer’s message does not offer speculation, but hope. In
the midst of our times, we need to look up, for our “redemption
draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28). We are almost out of time, but in
the meantime, we are to occupy until He comes. We are not to
be occupied with trying to figure out the exact day or time.
Rather, we are to daily live with the knowledge that He could
come at any moment, while at the same time we continue to ac-
complish the work He has given us to do.

When Tozer started his ministry, he was a fiery evangelist.
He held evangelistic meetings in churches, campgrounds and
wherever he could get an audience, which sometimes meant on
street corners. As he grew older, his emphasis began to change
toward the deeper Christian life. Even though Tozer preached
these sermons during the last two or three years of his life, there
is still a strong evangelistic element to them. No matter where
he starts, no matter what his topic, he always brings a person to
bear upon these thoughts: What will you do with Jesus Christ right
now? and, Are you ready for His coming?

The best compliment Tozer could ever receive from this
book is that it created within your heart an overwhelming pas-
sion for the Lord Jesus Christ, our Blessed Hope.

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).

Rev. James L. Snyder
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THE SEASON OF THE
BLESSED HOPE

Heavenly Father, I bow before You in humble expectation
of Thy grace and goodness. May my heart be prepared in
righteousness and holiness to receive Thee when Thou comest.
I live each day in the expectation of Thy soon return.
May 1 daily live the Blessed Hope. Amen.

Bible prophecy is a subject that carries a great deal of religious
baggage. Eliminating that baggage and getting to the core is
the aim of this book. To do that will require two things: caution
and courage. We must cautiously take care not to allow the fo-
cus of our study to stray from Jesus Christ; and we must coura-
geously keep the central purpose of the Blessed Hope—our Lord’s
return—in view so that we don’t get stuck in the quagmire of re-
ligious trivialities. As I have prepared this teaching, I have
prayed for wisdom to know the difference.

The purpose of Bible prophecy is not to alarm us but rather
to alert us to the times so that we can prepare for the return of
Jesus—one of the great themes in the Bible and one that brings
comfort and encouragement to the believer; hence the phrase
“the Blessed Hope.” In a world filled with all kinds of uncer-
tainty, the believer possesses the comfort of the Blessed Hope,
which means Jesus will soon return.
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PREPARING FOR JESUS’ RETURN

I readily acknowledge that Bible prophecy is a fertile field
for religious cults and scams and has been the downfall of
much in Christianity today. Heresies associated with Bible proph-
ecy, especially the book of Revelation, have caused many to turn
away from the subject altogether. Although heresies abound in
this area, I will not deviate from what the Bible teaches, because
prophecy is the Blessed Hope of the believer.

After reading many books on prophecy and revelation, I have
concluded that some prophecy teachers think they know more
about prophecy than the apostle John who wrote the book of
Revelation. How they came upon their knowledge is more than
I can understand. They know more than Daniel; they are wiser
than Isaiah; and they see further into the future than the beloved
apostle John. These pseudo-prophetic teachers make predictions
that these wise old men of God never would have made. They
understood the purpose of Bible prophecy, while many of these
modern prophetic teachers do not; consequently, they major in
surface incidentals.

I shall not spend my time or yours focusing on the outer
shell of Bible prophecy. Rather, I will delve into the deep core of
what it is all about. The supreme purpose of prophecy is to
alert us to the fact that Jesus is coming. By looking at what the
Bible has to say about prophecy, we begin to understand the na-
ture and character of the one who will soon return, even the
Lord Jesus Christ.

His Coming Is Sure

During His public ministry, our Lord taught His disciples that
He would return to earth again. Consequently, all of the apos-
tles taught that Jesus would return. Down through the years,
the church fathers held to this truth that Jesus Christ will come
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back to earth again. Even the very angels dressed in white that
saw Him go off into heaven said, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

For the serious Bible student, there is no question that Je-
sus will return. To read the Bible and not come to that conclu-
sion is the epitome of hypocrisy. When I talk about the Second
Coming, I realize that a variety of views are tossed about by
some of these so-called prophecy experts.

In trying to understand and explain the Second Coming,
some have said that it was death. Of course, that would mean
that every time a Christian died it was the return of the Lord
again to earth. The Scriptures teach that Christ came and will
come for two events: the first was to die and the second is to
reign. Therefore, if Christ came every time a Christian died, it
would mean Christ’s return had to be repeated every time a
Christian died. This is a misunderstanding of Christ’s return.

I am not sure how these “prophecy experts” got to this
point of view, but it undermines the whole concept of the
Blessed Hope. Our hope is not in the fact that one day we
shall die, but that Jesus Christ, in all of His glory, shall return
to earth to rule and reign. This is what I am looking for; it is
what I live for.

Based upon my understanding of Scripture, I firmly be-
lieve that we are living in great days that are grand and dra-
matic. I refer to this as the season of the Blessed Hope. Not
even the ubiquitous news media can possibly have a true con-
cept of how great, grand and solemn the times are in which
we are now living. The very atmosphere of our times is con-
ducive to the Blessed Hope. “Look up, and lift up your heads”
(Luke 21:28).
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Although we know for sure that He is coming, we know not
when. There is the twist. We are helpless to predict when He is
actually coming back. Since the apostolic days, nobody has
been smart enough or educated enough in the Scriptures to
know the exact day and time and hour that Jesus will return.
Some offer their suggestions, but all have failed, because no-
body can know for sure.

The Bible does not give us a prophetic schedule that, simi-
lar to a train schedule, gives out the name of every stop, the
time it will arrive and when it will leave. Therefore, to rigidly in-
terpret what the Scripture says is to dishonor the integrity of
the Scriptures. The Bible is a book of majestic outlook, telling
us of the future in great brush strokes much like an artist paint-
ing a picture across the sky. The size is so tremendous that you
have to stand back to take it all in. The fine details are lost in
the grandeur of the Blessed Hope that Jesus is coming. Even
though I am not sure of the time schedule, as long as I am on
the train, going in the right direction, it does not really matter
what the schedule is.

I do not know what tomorrow will be like. Nobody knows,
not even the angels; only our Father who art in heaven knows. If
we common people feel helpless to predict tomorrow, do not lose
heart, because the great leaders of the world are helpless as well.

And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men,
and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves
in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and said
to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of his wrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand? (Rev. 6:15-17).
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These great men of the earth will cry out for the moun-
tains to fall on them to hide them from the wrath of the
Lamb. They are great men all right, but their greatness hid
from them the marvelous truth of the Blessed Hope. While
they were all about being great, they missed the one true great
thing—Jesus Christ.

To give any kind of prediction about world events apart
from the Scripture is to practice a form of religious insanity
that serves only to confuse people who then finally give up and
say, “I can’t understand prophecy; I guess it’s not for me.” Any
prediction of our Lord’s return that relies on education or
technology is sure to be wrong and leads only to discourage-
ment, and finally to abandonment of what the Bible has to say
about Jesus’ return. The Blessed Hope is for the believer, and it
brings comfort, assurance and confidence to the heart of the
believer in the midst of this world’s turmoil. Our focus is not
on the calamity around us, but on His glorious coming. Proph-
ecy is not for the critical or curious eye, but for that eye focused
on and looking for the Lord Jesus Christ, the Coming One.

Therefore, the point of Bible prophecy is not to alarm us
but to alert us to the circumstances leading up to the Lord’s
return. This alertness is to spur us on to be ready; and the
Bible says a lot about how we can be ready for His return.

Signs of the Lord’s Return

Our Lord, in Matthew 24, outlined for us the characteristics
of the times leading up to His return. While not divulging
the days or the times, He has outlined compelling evidence
for those who are worthy to receive it and believe it. There are
five characteristics of this season leading up to the return of
Jesus Christ.
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Messianic Delusions
Jesus pointed out, “For many shall come in my name, saying, I
am Christ; and shall deceive many. .. . And many false prophets
shall rise, and deceive many” (Matt. 24:5,11). Further on, He
explained, “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (v. 24).

Since the time when Cain killed Abel, there has never been
a time when some wild-eyed fanatic did not think he was God
or attempt to be the Messiah and redeem the world. This mes-
sianic delusion has always been on the earth. But Jesus taught
that there would be a season prior to His coming when there
would be a high peak season for such delusions. I cannot help
but believe that we are seeing some of that right now.

Every generation has had somebody saying, in effect, “I am
the Messiah, and I know how to bring peace to the world; and I
can lead everybody into the Promised Land.” Some of these peo-
ple have been political, but a great many have been religious. It
seems to me that politics and religion have quite a few things in
common, particularly when it comes to controlling people and
their destiny. The fact of the existence of false Christs is proof of
the near coming of Jesus. The counterfeit always argues the real
thing. If there is not something real, it could not be counter-
feited. The fact that there are a growing number who are claim-
ing to be Christ today is proof that we are coming near to the
return of Jesus. And each year seems to get more intense.

Military Prominence

Jesus also indicated that in the last days we should hear of wars
and rumors of wars. “See that ye be not troubled,” He warned,
“for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against king-
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dom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth-
quakes, in divers places” (Matt. 24:6-7). In our generation, we
are seeing an increase of military power like never before.

Right after the First World War, there broke out in our
country antiwar movements and the rise of the pacifist. Many
preachers were pacifists then and declared, “We outlaw war.”
They even produced manifestos, and according to them, there
could be no more war. War was outdated. All of their arguments
pointed to the fact that “war will be no more.”

A person only has to read history and discover that there
has not been a five-minute period from that day to this when
there has been peace in the world. The military has taken over
little by little. In our country, we had to have an Army but did
not care much for it. Basically, we were civilian, and the people
ruled. Slowly, this shifted, and more and more we are hearing
the military speech of generals and great men telling us which
way we are to take and what we need to do. “Wars and rumours
of wars. . . . nation shall raise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom” (Matt. 24:6-7).

Try listening to the current news media that does not, in
some way, focus on some war around the world. This increase
of military activity, Jesus said, was one of the evidences of His
soon return.

Malicious Domination
Another characteristic of the season of the Blessed Hope is that
many shall betray one another to the point of actually hating
one another. It is a proven fact that totalitarian control has
been a technique controlling whole nations, and we witnessed
that in Russia and China under the Communist rule.

The whole purpose of that depended on subverting the in-
dividual so that he did not think in terms of his family or his
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church, but in terms of world conquest, so that he would sell
out his aged mother to get in good with those in charge. It has
always been men betraying men: Cain slew Abel in an awful act
of anger; Judas betrayed Christ; and men have betrayed each
other down through the years. But I believe this is the betrayal
season, and the philosophy of betrayal is everywhere through-

out the whole world.

Martyrdom of Believers

Jesus said, “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s
sake” (Matt. 24:9). I need not remind anyone of the persecutions
throughout the world, since the day when Hitler rose and turned
his hatred against the Jews down to this present hour. The news
media tells us what is happening all around the world and how
Christians are suffering and even martyred. Persecution is one
technique of totalitarianism both in the church and in the state.
The closer we get to the return of Jesus, the more persecution will

increase and focus on believers around the world.

Moral Decline in the Church

Nobody would question the fact that our city streets are unsafe,
and no matter where you go, there is always some threat of vi-
olence. The times are getting increasingly wicked, and we now
live in the generation of locked doors. When I was a youngster,
there was no such thing as locking our doors. Today there is no
such thing as an unlocked door.

The iniquity I am referring to here is more than just the
world; it has everything to do with the Church. In this genera-
tion, we are facing a backslidden Church. I am talking about
individuals in the Church, and I want to press two very impor-

tant questions.
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The first question is, How would you describe your passion
for the person of Christ? The Scriptures teach that one of the
evidences of the last days is this: “And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold” (Matt. 24:12). So, how
ardent is your love for the Lord Jesus Christ?

The second question is simply, What has your Christianity
cost you? We have become a bunch of well-groomed showpiece
Christians behind glass. Our Christianity has cost us nothing.
David, that mighty man of God, said, “Neither will I offer burnt
offerings unto the LorD my God of that which doth cost me
nothing” (2 Sam. 24:24).

Since last week, what has your Christian faith cost you?
The man of God says, “Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one an-
other: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching”
(Heb. 10:25). Many, I am sad to say, are forsaking the assembly
of believers.

We come to church when it is convenient. We serve the
Lord at our convenience. The center of our entire life is “con-
venience.” This was not so with the Early Church fathers or
with the martyrs down through the years, or with the great Re-
formers and revivalists. Their Christianity cost them dearly.
We who are benefiting from the high cost they paid do not ap-
preciate the cost and have trampled underfoot the precious-
ness of their sacrifice.

What has our faith cost us? Are we offering to God a blood-
less sacrifice like Cain, who offered to God that which cost him
not one ounce of blood or sweat or tears? Evangelical American
Christians allow missionaries to do all the suffering today. We
let them leave their homes and go into the jungles and pagan
cities around the world. We let them stay away years at a stretch
and sleep in thatched roof huts in dangerous neighborhoods.
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On the other hand, we who stay behind have big bank ac-
counts, drive expensive cars and somehow believe that thus were
the prophets that came before us. What we need to do is fall on
our knees and search our hearts; I believe we will be shocked at
what we find. As for me, I want my Christianity to cost me some-
thing right down to the last gasp. I do not want an easy road or
a convenient ministry or something that costs me nothing.

I want to sing along with A. B. Simpson (1843-1919),
who wrote a wonderful missionary hymn called “The Re-
gions Beyond”:

To the hardest the places He calls me to go,
Not thinking of comfort or ease;

The world may pronounce me a dreamer, a fool,
Enough if the Master I please.

Signs abound that the evangelical Church, especially in
America, is falling away. Today’s evangelical Church is being in-
undated with activities galore. Not even the apostle Paul had as
many irons in the fire as many Christians do today. I believe we
ought to be working right up to the very end; but many of our
activities are simply done for activity’s sake. Our activities are
not tied in to the Blessed Hope, and they in no way prepare us
for the return of Jesus Christ. Our activities are to please our-
selves and court the acceptance of the world.

We also need to watch out for the modern moral code. This
has infiltrated the Church in this generation as never before. I
see a frightening similarity between the world and the Church
today along the lines of morality. The average Christian today
accepts the world’s standard to live by. Yet, our standard is the
Bible, and only the Bible prepares us and enables us to live daily
in light of the Blessed Hope.
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We must get on our knees before our open Bible and allow
the Holy Spirit to break our hearts and create a passion for
Christ as we’ve never had before. We must ask for a passion of
such a nature that the things of this world will begin to dimin-
ish in their attraction for us. A passion for Christ will enable us
to rise above our culture and look unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith.

Let us be alert to the season in which we are living. It is the
season of the Blessed Hope, calling for us to cut our ties with
the world and build ourselves on this One who will soon ap-
pear. He is our hope—a Blessed Hope enabling us to rise above
our times and fix our gaze upon Him.

As Bible-believing Christians, it is imperative that we stay
fully alert to the times in which we live. Our enemy is a master
deceiver and a con artist of the highest order, diverting our at-
tention from the Blessed Hope with the problems we face every
day. Understanding Bible prophecy will create a passion for holy
living. To know the Blessed Hope is to live in full expectation of
Christ’s imminent return. All signs today point to this being the
season of the Blessed Hope. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

Come Then, Lord Jesus
Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)

The church has waited long
Her absent Lord to see;
And still in loneliness she waits,
A friendless stranger she.

How long, O Lord our God,
Holy and true and good,
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Wilt thou not judge thy suffering church
Her sighs and tears and blood?

We long to hear thy voice,
To see thee face to face,
To share thy crown and glory then

As now we share thy grace.

Come, Lord, and wipe away

The curse, the sin, the stain,
And make this blighted world of ours

Thine own fair world again.
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