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<P=

This book is dedicated 

to the memory of my mother,

Mary Lou Doebler,

who taught me how to live with purpose, 

love unconditionally, and die with dignity. 

She crossed over into the unbroken pleasure 

of His company while I was finishing this book.

The great cloud of witnesses 

just became greater.

<P=
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1
THE  PER SON

PLEASURE.

The word brings to mind many di+erent pic-

tures and thoughts. For many, it might be an 

exquisite candlelit dinner with someone they love. A 

relaxing vacation in Hawaii would certainly qualify for 

most people. To the sports enthusiast, attending a great 

college football game on a perfect fall day is the ticket. 

And for the sunbather, there is nothing like a day at the 

beach. For me, a walk in the woods calms my soul and 

awakens creativity.

The list could almost be endless, for just as beauty is 

in the eye of the beholder, pleasure is in the heart of the 

one experiencing it. For my wife, Ceci, a tomato and 

mayonnaise sandwich is one of life’s simple pleasures 

(it’s a Southern thing). That’s an insult to my taste buds. 
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For Ceci and my daughter Hannah, a pleasurable night 

of television is an NCIS marathon. I think the program 

is pretty entertaining, but seriously, who in their right 

mind would choose it over American Pickers or Swamp 

People? No doubt about it, tastes vary, and what pro-

duces pleasure is highly subjective.

Pleasure is not only determined by the things we do, 

but also by the company we keep. Personally, I’d rather 

eat a tomato sandwich with my wife (don’t tell her I said 

that!) than a filet mignon with a few other people I can 

think of. In fact, I’d take a root canal over an evening 

with some of them.

A series of e+ective television commercials features 

“the most interesting man in the world” as their spokes-

man. Their descriptions of him are so witty and comical 

they have inspired enthusiasts to collect and post them 

on the Internet. Those one-liners describe him as having 

inside jokes with complete strangers, winning sporting 

events with his game face alone, and other claims to 

fame. The quips are witty but, of course, so impossible 

no one could ever fulfill them.

Though it’s an outrageous claim for mere mortals, 

there actually is an identifiable most interesting per-

son in the world. Not only is He the most interesting 

individual on earth, but also in heaven. Yahweh is His 

name. His son, Jesus, is just like Him; so much so that 

Yahweh actually sent this Son to earth to demonstrate 

His true nature and characteristics. “If you’ve seen me, 

you’ve seen the Father,” Jesus contended. And what did 
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He reveal to the human family about God’s nature? 

More than this book can relate. Even the gospel writers 

couldn’t present it all. One of Christ’s closest followers 

declared, “There are also many other things which Jesus 

did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that 

even the world itself would not contain the books that 

would be written” (John 21:25).

Words certainly are inadequate to describe Christ’s 

attributes, abilities, intellect, and accomplishments. He 

was, and is, breathtaking yet calming, all-powerful but 

gentle, unsearchably wise though humble, and awe-

inspiring while completely approachable. Perfection 

defines Him, intrigue surrounds Him, and eternity is 

in Him. He is boundless love, everlasting joy, and the 

Prince of Peace. Oxymorons are necessary to describe 

Him, since He is God-man, both human and divine. 

Incredibly, He’s the Ancient of Days, is forever new, 

and exists in a perpetual now. His nature contradicts 

every natural law of time, space, and physics. He is the 

paradox of all paradoxes, and yet in Him there is no 

duplicity or inconsistency. When a famous leader named 

Moses asked Him His name, He simply said, “I AM.” 

Whatever you need, I AM is. Words fail.

Young people and old, male and female, rich and 

poor, moral and immoral—they all found Jesus interest-

ing. He was so magnetic and gentle in His personality 

that children loved and trusted Him. He was so genuine 

and caring at heart that immoral women confessed to 

Him their sordid and painful pasts. On one occasion, 
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a shamed prostitute found deliverance, cleansing, self-

worth, and destiny as she bathed Christ’s feet with her 

tears. But He was so overpowering in His masculinity 

and multifaceted in His gifts that both intellectual busi-

nessmen and coarse, tough fishermen left their careers 

at His simple invitation to “follow Me.”

Grown men fell before Jesus in worship, and anoint-

ing oil worth thousands of dollars was poured upon His 

feet. A multitude of men, women, and children—yes, 

children—sat for days at a time listening to Him teach. 

Families loved having Him in their homes, men liked 

hiking and camping with Him, and scholars enjoyed 

picking His brain—when He was only twelve years old! 

Many more books have been written concerning Him 

than about any other person, and people sit for hours 

writing songs about Him.

My meager list barely scratches the surface. Consider 

the following:

• A fish brought Him a mouthful of money.

• Storms obeyed His commands.

• His spit healed blind eyes and His touch cured 
leprosy.

• He walked on water . . . and through walls!

• He turned water into wine and multiplied by thou-
sands a few fish and loaves of bread.

• He raised the dead.

• Insanity fled from Him; demons did, as well.

• Fire goes before Him and consumes His enemies.
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• When He died, the sun refused to shine and the 
earth shook.

• Death, however, couldn’t hold Him, and His resur-
rection was so powerful it spilled over onto other 
dead people, raising them from the dead!

• His eyes are like fire; His voice is like a waterfall.

• Angels worship Him; rulers cast their crowns at 
His feet.

• He created everything . . . with just His words.

• He keeps the universe operating in perfect order . . . 
yep, with just His words.

Consider the magnitude of those last two statements 

with the following staggering facts. Unless you’re a 

brainiac astronomer, you probably won’t be able to 

grasp them. That’s okay. Just get the “wow!” factor.

Begin with our solar system. At the speed of light, 

186,000 miles a second, sunlight takes eight minutes to 

reach the earth. That same light takes five more hours to 

reach . . . Pluto. After leaving our solar system that same 

sunlight must travel for four years and four months to 

reach the next star in the universe. That is a distance 

of 40 trillion kilometers—mere shoutin’ distance in 

His universe!

The sun resides in the Milky Way Galaxy, which 

is shaped like a flying saucer, flat and with a bulge in 

the center. Our sun is roughly three-quarters of the 

way to the edge of the galaxy. To get a feel for that 

distance, if  our solar system were one inch across, 

the distance to the center of the Milky Way Galaxy 
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would be 379 miles. Our galaxy contains hundreds of 

billions of stars.

Yet the Milky Way is but one of roughly one tril-

lion galaxies in the universe. Says astronomer Allan 

Sandage, “Galaxies are to astronomy what atoms are 

to physics.”

There are twenty galaxies in what is called our local 

group. The next sort of grouping in the universe is called 

a supercluster of galaxies. Within our supercluster, the 

nearest cluster of galaxies, called Virgo, is 50 million 

light years away. (A light year is the distance light travels 

in one year. To get a feel for the distance of one light 

year, if you drove your car at 55 miles per hour, it would 

take you 12.2 million years to travel one light year.)

Astronomers estimate that the distance across the 

universe is roughly 40 billion light years and that there 

are roughly 100 billion trillion stars.1

I’m talking about the guy who made all of that . . . 

with only His words! Truly, there is no one like Jesus.

What if I told you this man requests the pleasure of 

your company; that this incredible person, the only true 

and living God, not only loves you, He likes you. He cre-

ated us, mere humans, because He wanted a family, not 

distant servants. When Jesus was asked by His disciples 

to teach them how to pray, His response introduced them 

to a completely new and radical way of thinking. “Start 

your prayer by addressing Him as Father,” He answered.

When Jesus said this, He forever changed the play-

ing field. He rewrote the rules. Religious leaders were 
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o+ended, philosophers found it ridiculous, but hungry 

hearts like yours and mine, looking for our missing soul 

mate, found it incredibly hope-inspiring.

“You mean that God told us to call Him Dad, not 

Your Highness or Most Holy One?”

“Yep,” Jesus said. “God would prefer that you call 

Him Dad.”

May that forever shape your approach to Yahweh. 

Father God wants you, not some shallow religious loy-

alty. The a>rmation of your praise and the admiration 

of your worship blesses Him, not because He needs 

them, but because He needs and wants you. The Scrip-

tures tell us He is seeking worshipers, not worship. God 

isn’t insecure, needing our praise in order to feel good 

about Himself; nor is He proud, needing worship to feed 

His ego. It is relationship He desires. Intimacy. Family. 

When we worship, He is captivated by the singer, not the 

song. Our company is what He longs for. Enlightened 

worshipers know this. They also know that when they 

approach Him, He responds; and the pleasure of His 

company becomes their reward.

Make it yours.
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Prayer

Father, I thank You for gifting us with Your most 

treasured possession—Your one and only Son, 

Jesus Christ. I am forever grateful and amazed 

that through relationship with Him, there exists 

a perfect and limitless revelation of  Your heart.

Open the eyes of  my heart, Father, to rightly 

see and intimately know the awe-inspiring per-

son of  Your Son, Jesus. Thank You for being 

forever faithful to Your promise to draw near to 

me whenever I draw near to You. What a beauti-

ful invitation and blessed assurance.

Jesus, I choose to draw near to You today. 

I am not satisfied with just knowing of  You. I 

long to know You personally more and more 

each day. I want to gaze upon Your majestic 

beauty and rest in the perfection of  Your love.

As I embark upon this journey into the depths 

of  who You are, may enjoying the pleasure of 

Your company become my greatest reward.

—————

(Prayer taken from: John 3:16; Ephesians 1:15–19; 1 Corinthians 

2:10; James 4:8; Psalm 27:4; Romans 8:38–39; Genesis 15:1)
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