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Award-Winning and Bestselling Author
Takes Heartfelt Romance to a New Level

•  Deese’s books have won her recognition and fans with each release and will 
appeal to readers of Denise Hunter, Susan May Warren, and Becky Wade

•  Deese’s hopeful storytelling and relatable voice attract romance and  
women’s fiction readers of all ages

•  “Ache-worthy depth and subtle touches of humor. . . . Fans of small-town 
romance will find these pages flying through their fingers. Highly  
recommended!”—USA Today’s Happy Ever After on A Season to Love

Lauren Bailey may be a romantic at heart, but after a decade of matchmaking schemes gone 
wrong, there’s only one match she’s committed to now—the one that will make her a mother. 
Lauren is a dedicated first-grade teacher in Idaho, and her love for children has led her to the 
path of international adoption. To satisfy her adoption agency’s requirements, she gladly agreed 
to remain single for the foreseeable future; however, just as her long wait comes to an end,  
Lauren is blindsided by a complication she never saw coming: Joshua Avery.

Joshua may be a substitute teacher by day, but Lauren finds his passion for creating educational 
technology as fascinating as his antics in the classroom. Though she does her best to downplay 
the undeniable connection between them, his relentless pursuit of her heart puts her  
commitment to stay unattached to the test and causes her once-firm conviction to waver.

With an impossible decision looming, Lauren might very well find herself choosing between the 
two deepest desires of her heart . . . even if saying yes to one means letting go of the other.

“Before I Called You Mine is Nicole’s finest work yet. Thoroughly engaging 
with charming characters you’ll want to call friends, an authentic emotional 
storyline that will touch every part of your heart, and, as expected, exquisite 

writing that will leave you captivated long after the book is finished.”

—Tammy L. Gray, RITA Award–winning author

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
  Nicole Deese’s eight humorous, heartfelt, and hope-filled novels include the 2017 Carol
Award–winning A Season to Love. Her 2018 release, A New Shade of Summer, was a finalist
in the RITA Awards, Carol Awards, and INSPY Awards. Both of these books are from
her bestselling Love in Lenox series. When she’s not working on her next contemporary
romance, she can usually be found reading one by a window overlooking the inspiring 
beauty of the Pacific Northwest. She lives in small-town Idaho with her happily-ever-after 
hubby, two rambunctious sons, and princess daughter with the heart of a warrior. To learn 
more, visit nicoledeese.com.
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“Nicole Deese will crack 
your heart wide open 

with this funny, tender, 
and brilliant story about 

a woman who finds 
herself forced to choose 
between two great loves. 
I could not put it down.”

—Kara Isaac, RITA 
Award–winning author of 

Then There Was You


