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1.  Amish Sweethearts is the second in the Neighbors of LaNcaster couNty series. What 
was the inspiration for the series? 

During all these years that I’ve been writing fiction about the Amish, my husband was 
serving in the Army Reserve, including a deployment to Afghanistan. I started  
wondering what it would be like for an Amish family to have a military family move 
next door. In the first book, Amish Promises, that’s just what happens—the Becks, an 
Army family, move down the lane from the Lehmans, an Amish family. In Amish  
Sweethearts, the oldest son in the Englisch family falls in love with the oldest daughter in 
the Amish family, raising the stakes even higher. 

2.  Zane, who is Englisch, leans toward pacifism even though he’s joined the Army. 
Simon, who grew up Amish, believes it’s his duty to defend others and also joins the 
Army. Why did you create such opposite characters? 

There is a wide continuum of beliefs when it comes to military action. The Amish are 
nonresistant and are on the side of pacifism. Many think anyone in the military would 
be the complete opposite, but over the years I’ve heard stories from soldiers with  
different philosophies and view points. I respect and appreciate those who fight, even 
though I don’t believe I ever could. I also appreciate those, like my husband, in medical 
units, who take care of those willing to fight but must also be prepared to defend  
themselves and others. We’re all made differently with different callings. 

On the other hand, I greatly admire the Amish and their commitment to settling  
conflict in a nonviolent way. If only the whole world believed that way! I wanted Zane’s 
and Simon’s characters, along with the fictional Amish communities in the story, to  
portray varying viewpoints toward conflict resolution and military action. 

3.  In Amish Promises, Shani Beck is the wife of a soldier injured in Iraq. In Amish 
Sweethearts her son is deployed to Afghanistan. She finds it much harder to have a 
son go off to war than a husband. Why is that?

I’ve been the wife of a soldier in a combat zone, but I haven’t been the mother of one. 
However, I have listened to and read the stories of mothers who have had children go to 
war. I’ve come to the conclusion that, generally, it is harder. Of course it depends on the 
dynamics involved, but often it seems it’s easier to communicate with a spouse. When 
it came to their children, some of the mothers had a hard time discerning what their 
offspring needed as far as support. In Shani and Zane’s case, he’s still self-actualizing as 
a person and doesn’t want his mother to meddle in his life. Most of all he doesn’t want 
any hint of sympathy. She must find a new way to relate and care for him.  
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4.  Lila, the Amish young woman in the story, is determined to honor her father and church, but in doing so she 
denies her feelings. What makes her finally change her direction in life?

Lila realizes how dishonest she’s being with herself and others, but most disturbingly she realizes that she’s been 
trying to deceive the Lord. Living to please others—instead of God—never turns out well. Finally she ends up 
making decisions based on an honest assessment of her life. More trials come her way because of her honesty, but 
she’s willing to stop pretending and deal with the reality she finally comes to acknowledge. 

5. What do you hope readers will take away from Amish Sweethearts? 

I hope readers will be reminded that, with all of our vast differences, we’re all part of the human family, created by 
God in his image. He created us to need each other; he created us to be good neighbors and love others as  
ourselves. He wants us to resolve conflict in a loving way. We honor him by doing that. 
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