
Available at your local bookstore, bethanyhouse.com or by calling 1-800-877-2665.

Follow this layout for applications where the designated
logo area is expremely narrow. Including these proportions
and weights.

A DIVISION OF BAKER PUBLISHING GROUP

1. What was the inspiration behind Amish Promises?

I originally came up with the story idea several years ago while working on another series about 
the Amish. My husband is in the Army Reserve, and I found myself writing about people who 
are non-resistant while supporting someone who isn’t. I felt some tension between the life I was 
living and the ones I was writing about and began to wonder what it would be like for an Amish 
family to have a military family move next door. 

2. How did your experience as a military wife shape the novel?

Between the time that I came up with the idea and when I started writing the novel, my husband 
served a year commanding a field hospital in Afghanistan. That experience definitely shaped the 
novel, giving it more depth.

I am very supportive of my husband’s Army career and have always been supportive of the  
military. My ninety-one-year-old father is a World War II veteran, and I grew up fascinated 
with his experience in Europe during the Battle of the Bulge. But I’ve also been fascinated with 
pacifists for as long as I can remember and admire their commitment to peace, so I could easily 
relate to both the Amish woman in the story and to the military wife. 

3. The two women in the story become best friends. What was your  inspiration for that?   

My first three novels all featured friendships between women, but my novels since then have 
been either about groups of friends or romances. Amish Promises definitely has a strong  
romantic thread, but the friendship between the women is also key. My inspiration was the 
many wonderful women who have supported me through the years. I can’t imagine my life 
without their friendships. As I wrote, I also couldn’t help but think about the Amish women I 
have met and everything we have in common—being wives and moms and followers of Christ. 
As it turned out, we had much more in common than we didn’t, as far as the most important 
things. 

4.  In the novel the son of the Englisch couple becomes friends with the Amish children next 
door. Were there any challenges in writing about those relationships?

I definitely wanted the children to be realistic and to each have unique personalities. Probably 
the biggest challenge was making the Amish father’s reactions to having an Englisch boy live 
next door plausible. 

I thoroughly enjoyed writing about the children, and thought about the neighbor children 
from my childhood—Roger, Eddie, and Diana in particular—and how close we all grew. I also 
thought about the friends and cousins of my own children and the many hours they spent 
together. Playing outside with a group of children is a magical time. Basically, the children in the 
novel don’t see the differences between the families the way the adults do. They just want to have 
fun. 

5. What is one of the things you hope readers will take away from reading Amish Promises?

I want readers to know that no matter how messy relationships and friendships are they’re 
worth the work. We need each other, and we need to be needed. Loving our neighbors as  
ourselves is always worth it. 
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