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“A compelling tale for inspirational and romantic suspense 
fans.” 

—Booklist on Dreams Rekindled 

 
Award-winning novelist Amanda Cabot has made a name for 
herself writing historical fiction that blends the perfect amount 
of romance and intrigue. In After the Shadows, book one in the 
new Secrets of Sweetwater Crossing series, Cabot returns readers 
to the Texas Hill Country where the bustling town of Sweetwater 
holds more than its share of secrets. Fans will be flipping through 
the pages to solve the mystery in order to get to the happily-ever-
after they long for. 
 
Emily Leland does not grieve when she learns that her abusive 
husband was killed in a bar fight. She is more than happy to leave 
the nightmare of her life behind and return to her childhood 
home. But the homecoming is far different from what she 
expected.   
 
First, she discovers that her father has died under mysterious 
circumstances. Then she learns that the house where the new 
schoolteacher and his son were planning to live has burned to 
the ground, leaving them homeless. To add to the mix, her family 
is facing financial ruin. As a last effort, Emily proposes that she 
and her sister turn their family home into a boardinghouse. But 
her sister wants no part of this venture and leaves town.  
 
Alone and broke, Emily moves forward with her plans for the 
boardinghouse, taking on the schoolmaster, Craig Ferguson, and 
his son as boarders. The widowed father proves to be an 
unexpected ally. Not only is he a devoted father and an 
innovative teacher, but as their friendship grows, Craig is 
determined to help her get to the bottom of her father’s death. 
 
Can they work together to unmask a killer and escape the 
shadows of their own past in order to forge a brighter future?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Emily Leland’s abusive husband is killed in a bar fight, she 
sheds no tears. But, Emily is not prepared for the crises that 
meets her when she returns to her hometown. First, she 

Bestselling Author Weaves a Dramatic Tale  

of the Power of Love  



 

Please provide a brief summary of 

your new book, After the Shadows.  

How’s this for brief? A young widow 

returns to her hometown, never dreaming 

that the new schoolteacher holds the key 

to both her heart and the mystery 

surrounding her father’s death. 

 

After the Shadows is the first book in 

the Secrets of Sweetwater Crossing 

series. How many books will be part of 

your new series?   

Like most of my series, this will be a 

trilogy. What’s different about this series 

is that readers won’t have to wait a year 

between books. The second book will be 

released in the fall of 2023, with the third 

due out in the summer of 2024. 

 

 

Get Connected:  

 
Amanda Cabot 

http://amandacabot.com/index.htm 

https://www.facebook.com/amanda.j.cabot 

https://twitter.com/AmandaJoyCabot/ 

 

 

“Cabot takes readers to 1850s Texas in the intrigue-filled final 
installment of the Mesquite Springs series. The juicy schemes 
and blossoming romance will keep the pages turning.” 

—Publishers Weekly on The Spark of Love 
 
“There is plenty of action and suspense, combined with 
believable characters. An appealing read for fans of westerns 
and Christian romantic suspense.” 

—Booklist on The Spark of Love 
 
“Cabot expertly combines suspense with a pleasant romance to 
create a moving and uplifting tale.” 

—Booklist on Out of the Embers 
 

“With a special blending of mystery and romance, Out of the 
Embers by novelist Amanda Cabot is an extraordinarily 
entertaining read that is embedded with many an unexpected 
twist and turn.” 

—Midwest Book Reviews on Out of the Embers 
 

“The author clearly understands delivering good 
characterizations, believable conflict, and resolution. It’s a book 
I can highly recommend.” 

—The Historical Novels Review on A Tender Hope 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAISE for Amanda Cabot’s Novels: 

Amanda Cabot is the bestselling author of several historical and 
contemporary romance series, including Mesquite Springs, 
Cimarron Creek Trilogy, Texas Crossroads, Texas Dreams, and 
Westward Winds. Her books have been finalists for the ACFW 
Carol Awards, the HOLT Medallion, and the Booksellers’ Best. 
She lives in Wyoming. Learn more at www.amandacabot.com. 

About the Author 

http://amandacabot.com/index.htm
https://www.facebook.com/amanda.j.cabot
https://twitter.com/AmandaJoyCabot/


 

What is the connecting element for all of the books in this series? 

As you might guess from the series name, there are secrets in each book, but the biggest secret of all—what 

happened to the man who built Finley House—isn’t revealed until the final book. Finley House, as you 

probably guessed, is the gorgeous building you see on the cover of After the Shadows.  

 

What makes this series stand out from the other books you’ve written? 

While each of my previous series has had at least one heroine who’s a newcomer to the town, this time all three 

heroines are sisters, each of whom has left Sweetwater Crossing for a different reason, who return home to find 

that both they and their home have changed.  

 

After the Shadows is set in the Texas Hill Country. You have written other series located in this same 

area. What do you love most about the Texas Hill Country and why do you feel it is a good setting for 

your new series? 

Although there are many beautiful parts to Texas, the Hill Country is my favorite, which is why I’ve used it as 

the setting for a number of books. The varied landscape (hills, meadows, streams, and lakes) as well as the 

abundance of wildflowers, particularly bluebonnets, make it an appealing location for me, and—judging from 

the number of letters I’ve received from readers—for readers too.   

 

Your new novel combines historical romance with the perfect balance of intrigue. How do you maintain 

this balance? 

I’m a plotter. In fact, some of my writer friends call me an extreme plotter. That means that I outline my books 

carefully before I begin to write them, trying to ensure that I haven’t gone too long without addressing the 

mystery subplot and that it doesn’t overshadow the romance. In theory, I follow the outline faithfully, and the 

story emerges the way I originally planned. In reality, I sometimes diverge from the plan when the characters 

tell me I missed something important.  

 

Emily Leland is the oldest daughter in a blended family. Can you please tell readers about her character? 

Emily’s a classic oldest child, the one who’s felt responsible for her younger sisters, the one who strives for 

perfection in everything she does. Because she has a deeply ingrained need to excel, she’s reluctant to admit her 

mistakes and hides the truth of her marriage, not wanting anyone to know how badly she failed. And that could 

be her biggest mistake of all. 

 

How is her relationship with her sisters? 

Prior to her marriage, Emily had a close relationship with Louisa and Joanna, but her marriage and her year’s 

absence from Sweetwater Crossing changed all of them, turning them into adversaries rather than loving 

siblings. It won’t be easy to mend the rifts. 

 

Can you please provide some background information on your male protagonist, Craig Ferguson? 

Craig is a deeply principled man who’s lost the love of his life, and has no intention of remarrying. Instead, his 

focus is on doing what’s best for his son. That’s the reason—the only reason—he moves to Sweetwater 

Crossing. But once he arrives, everything changes. 

 

 

 

Sample Interview Questions for Amanda Cabot 

After the Shadows  

 



What lessons do you hope readers gain from reading After the Shadows?  

Many of my books deal with the healing power of love, and After the Shadows is no exception. I hope readers 

will be entertained by Emily and Craig’s story, because after all, the primary purpose of fiction is to entertain, 

but that they’ll also be encouraged by the way love heals both of their wounds.  

 

What are you working on next? 

I’m continuing to work on the Secrets of Sweetwater Crossing series. The second book is in its initial editing, 

and I’ve started outlining the third. It’s been so much fun bringing this small town to life! I can’t wait to learn 

readers’ reactions to it. 

 

How can readers connect with you?  

I love hearing from readers and invite them to visit my website, www.amandacabot.com. I call it my one-stop-

shopping site, because it includes information about my books, links to my social media accounts, the signup 

link for my monthly newsletter, contact information, and resources for writers.  
 

 

 

http://www.amandacabot.com/

