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To my son, Scottie.
I love you and am so proud of you!

Sean McDowell
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INTRODUCTION

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION—

Imagine that an intelligent alien comes from somewhere in space to visit
our planet and spend a few years touring the globe. The purpose of his
visit is to learn about us, to research our history and to make observa-
tions about the state of life on the earth. But also imagine that the alien’s
human guides deliberately withhold from him all contact with Chris-
tians, all information about Christianity and all data on Christian his-
tory. What would this alien observe, and what would he conclude from
his observations?

He would tour America and Western Europe and see cultures in
decline and fragmented societies in which people pursue their own self-
interests. He would witness people saturating themselves in pleasure and
entertainment while ignoring the human needs and growing poverty
around them, failing tomaintain good relationships and sinking deeper
and deeper into immorality. He would see grandmansions in gated com-
munities with inhabitants overlooking massive slums dominated by
hopelessness, poverty and squalor. He would see a rising crime rate and
growing dishonesty in all strata of society. He would see rampant drug
use and homicides in every city.

Traveling to Africa, the alien would tour countries where masses of
starving people, including children, die every day while their national
leaders get rich on corruption and greed. He would find whole nations
in which young people are being wiped out by disease epidemics,
particularly AIDS. In the Middle East, he would see murderous repres-
sion of religions, oppression and torture of women, and infighting
among tribal leaders in cultures saturated with incredible oil wealth.
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In the Far East, he would findmore government tyranny, repression and
mass genocide. In India, he would find abject poverty and hopelessness
imposed by a cruel caste system preventing upward movement.

In studying the past history of our planet, our alien visitor would
quickly detect a repeating cycle in world history: nations being born;
growing with idealistic hope; developing great laws, art and wellbeing for
their citizens; and then deteriorating as wealth led to selfish fragmenta-
tion, corruption and decline, until the society finally collapses into ruin.
He would see this pattern repeated over and over in all the great civiliza-
tions of the past and present—Egypt, Sumeria, Assyria, Babylon, Persia,
Greece, Rome, the Byzantines, England and America. He would see con-
tinual wars, great and small, costing the lives of uncountable people and
devastating societies for generations to come. He would see repeated epi-
demics of disease spreading across continents and wiping out huge per-
centages of the population.Hewould see hate andmass genocide repeated
over and over in tyrants such as Stalin, Hitler and African tribal leaders.

No doubt our visiting alien would see no hope for this planet. He
would perceive a corrupting flaw in the human heart that would cause
these dismal patterns to repeat over and over until humans either de-
stroyed themselves or the sun grew cold. He would board his craft and
return to his own planet, shaking his head at the fatal hopelessness of
our world.

Actually, we did not have to invite an alien here to demonstrate the
hopelessness of our planet without Christianity. We did it solely for
the dramatic effect. We could as easily have looked at the world through
the eyes of the many unbelievers who also see the hurt, destruction and
tragedies of life on earth as a dead-end cycle of meaningless existence.
For example, consider this comment posted by an unbelieving girl on an
Internet atheist website:

I’m confused . . . I always believed science would be the cure-all
for my problems, but I don’t know if I can keep living without
eternal life. I guess I’ll just have to find a way myself to make it
through thismeaningless existence. I just wish I knew of someone
who could show me the path to eternal life. If science can’t pro-

8

Evidence for the Resurrection

Evidence for the Resurrection-TX.qxp:Layout 1  9/14/10  3:15 PM  Page 8

Josh McDowell, Evidence for the Resurrection
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2008. Used by permission.



vide the answers, though, thenwho or what can!? *sigh*Doesn’t
it seem like there is a higher power that gives our lives purpose?
Well, science says there isn’t, so there isn’t.1

There you have the whole problem in a nutshell. If life as one sees it
now on this misery-riddled planet is all there is, then existence is indeed
meaningless and one must, as this girl says it, “find a way myself.” She
realizes there is one thing that would make everything meaningful: eter-
nal life. She once expected science to find away for humans to live forever,
but she has come to realize that it cannot. Shewishes there was some kind
of higher power that would assure her of eternal life, for only blissful life
without end would make this present troubled existence meaningful.

Many have found solace in this troubled world by dreaming of ideal
societies where peace and goodwill reign, where life is filled with mean-
ing, pain and death do not exist and the future extends forever. We all
know their names—Atlantis, Arcadia, Utopia, El Dorado and even Cam-
elot, where for one brief shiningmoment everything is exactly as it should
be. But in theminds of the hopelessmany, all such dreams aremere wish-
ful thinking. No such perfect society exists. Even the story of Camelot,
which may have been true, shows the futility of such dreams.

In the story of Camelot, King Arthur and his counselorMerlin begin
a new kingdom based on honoring one another, helping the poor, res-
cuing the imprisoned, lifting up the downtrodden, administering jus-
tice and mercy, and existing in peace and harmony. But soon after the
kingdom is established, the fatal flaws emerge: lust, the one weakness
in the noble Lancelot; and spite and envy, the cancer in the heart of the
outcast Mordred. Thus Camelot falls, eaten from the center by these fa-
tal flaws, giving us a cameo picture of every civilization that has ever ex-
isted or ever will exist on this present earth.

Humankind’s Last Great Hope
At one point in history, there was a band of believers who trusted in
someone they fervently believed would truly change the world for good.
A handful of devout Jewish people thought a man named Jesus was the
Messiah—the deliverer who would break their oppressive bondage

Introduction: Christ’s Resurrection—theWorld’s Only Hope
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under the Romans and set up a permanent and truly godly kingdom on
earth. Their prophet Isaiah had prophesied in the ancient Jewish writ-
ings that the Messiah would come and restore all things to a paradise,
where there would be no more fighting, oppression, fear or death (see
Isa. 11; 35). The entire earth would once again be a pristine garden, where
everyone would live together in peace forever.

Imagine the terrible mental and emotional state of that small group
of disciples as they stood watching the Messiah, their deliverer, breath-
ing his last agonized breath, hung to die as a common criminal on a
Roman cross. Here was the miracle worker who had shown that he
could command nature, heal sickness, raise the dead and produce food
with a word or gesture. They had given up everything to follow him.
Here was the King they had believed would reestablish the kingdom of
Israel. But now here he was, nailed up on a cross. Dying. And dying with
him were all the hopes they had placed in him. They must have felt like
the poor girl we quoted above. Life seemedmeaningless. Everything was
hopeless. There seemed to be no way out of their absurd existence,
no pathway to an ideal, eternal life.

But far more than the fate of the disciples or even the fate of Israel
hung on the cross that day. The fate of the entire human race and their
hope of a bright tomorrow and of a life after death hung there with
Christ. He was humanity’s last hope. For themanwhowas dying on that
cross was the one God had promised would come and lead all of hu-
manity out of its pain and misery into an eternal life of bliss. But now,
with his death, it seemed that all hope was gone. Eternal life was a mere
dream. Death would reign forever. The hope of the promisedMessiah to
free humanity from the chains of darkness seemed dashed. The supposed
Savior was dead, and any hope of deliverance was buried with him.

TheWorld’s Greatest Surprise
MaryMagdalenewas awomanwhowas loyal to Christ to the end.He had
exorcised seven demons fromher, and from thatmoment on she followed
him gratefully and wholeheartedly. She supported his ministry finan-
cially and believed he was the one whomGod had chosen to bring eternal
peace to the world. She had stayed beneath the cross and witnessed the

10

Evidence for the Resurrection

Evidence for the Resurrection-TX.qxp:Layout 1  9/14/10  3:15 PM  Page 10

Josh McDowell, Evidence for the Resurrection
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2008. Used by permission.



unjust and cruel execution of her master, and now her life was in utter
turmoil. She was one of Jesus’ most devoted followers, and seeing him
disgraced brought her tremendous anguish.

After the Roman soldiers determined that Jesus was dead, they took
him down from the cross and gave his body to a wealthy Jewish official
to be buried in a new tomb. Mary left the dismal scene determined to
visit his tomb after the burial was completed. Early Sundaymorning she
went to the tomb, and there she experienced another setback. Not only
had Jesus been unjustly killed, but also to her alarm, the tomb was open
and his body was gone. Fearing that someone had stolen the body, she
ran to Peter and John, two of Jesus’ disciples, telling them what she had
seen. In utter disbelief, the two men quickly ran to the tomb to check
out her story for themselves.

When they arrived, they saw the collapsed shell of the graveclothes
still intact, but the body was nowhere to be found. Frightened and
confused, the two disciples returned home. But Mary lingered behind.
She peered back in the tomb for one last look, and what she saw startled
her: two men, robed in bright white, sat inside the tomb.

“Why are you crying?” the angels asked her.
“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t

know where they have put him” (John 20:13).
Turning around, she then saw something even more remarkable:

Jesus was standing right before her, alive! But strangely, rather than
recognizing him, she mistook him for a gardener. We may never know
why she did not recognize him. Perhaps her eyes were filled with tears.
Maybe it was still dark. Perhaps she didn’t even look in his face.Or perhaps
God simply prevented her from understanding who he was. Jesus asked
her the same question the angels had asked:

“Dear woman, why are you crying?”
Still clueless as to whom she was speaking, she said softly, “Sir, if

you have taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go
and get him” (John 20:15). Mary was clearly confused and distraught.
She loved Jesus dearly and wanted to pay her final dues.

But then in a moment of remarkable tenderness Jesus called her by
name: “Mary!” he said.

Introduction: Christ’s Resurrection—theWorld’s Only Hope
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“Teacher!” she cried as she suddenly recognized him. She rushed to
him, embracing him in ecstatic joy (see John 20:16).

Jesus stood before Mary alive, healthy and well because death could
not hold the promised Messiah. God resurrected him to fulfill his
mission and bring eternal life to a sick and dying world.

Why the Resurrection of Christ Is Crucial
When Christ was on the cross, it seemed that all had been lost. Death
had won. But after three days in a rich man’s tomb, Jesus appeared alive
again. The news was so shocking the disciples refused to believe it until
he presented himself to them personally and let them touch his wounds
with their own hands. Then Jesus made an amazing claim to his disci-
ples: In the future they too would have resurrected bodies like his. Bod-
ies that would never deteriorate, age or perish. They would realize the
one great hope that would bring meaning to an otherwise meaningless
existence. They would have new life without death or pain in the pres-
ence of a loving God forever.

That is the great hope Christianity offers to a hopeless world—an af-
terlife with God, free of pain and suffering, and filled with boundless
joy. This, as we will explain more fully later, is exactly how the Bible de-
scribes heaven. Heaven is a place of unimaginable blessing. It is a place
of ecstasy and fulfillment. When we reach heaven we will all say, “This is
what we were made for!” The Bible refers to the afterlife with anticipa-
tion and joy. Christians eagerly look forward to the day when all tears
will be wiped away. This belief in heaven is not amere pie-in-the-sky idea
designed to make us feel good in a hopeless world, like Utopia, Arcadia
or El Dorado; it is a belief built on rock-solid evidence. We will explore
this evidence in the third section of this book.

When we consider our present pain and struggles in light of eternal
life in heaven, we will be able to transcend our seemingly hopeless
circumstances. As Mother Teresa boldly said, “From heaven the most
miserable earthly life will look like one bad night in an inconvenient
hotel!”We can be encouraged by the words Jesus uttered when his death
was glaring at him from right around the corner: “Here on earth you will
have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome
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the world” (John 16:33). It is helpful to remember during difficult trials
that our own resurrection is right around the corner.

The Promise of the Resurrection
“But,” youmay ask, “what does Christ’s resurrectionmean tome? So he
claims to have been raised from the dead. That’s astounding, if true,
but ultimately, so what?What does the death and resurrection of aman
two thousand years ago have to do with me right now in the twenty-
first century?”

The promise of the resurrection is this: What happened to Christ
can happen for us. Like him, we will die, but his resurrection is a prom-
ise that death is not the end. His resurrection is the prototype for our
own. He blazed the trail through death to eternal life, and he tells us that
we can follow in his footsteps with his hand leading us the entire way.
The resurrection gives us hope for a glorious, pain-free, death-free fu-
ture. The dreams of paradise, Arcadia, Utopia, El Dorado and Camelot
can be realized in all their imagined perfection. Our most outlandish
dreams of peace, love and harmony can be fulfilled.

We know that this chapter leaves you with all kinds of questions
about themeaning of the resurrection.Whywas it necessary?Why is this
world so messed up in the first place? If the resurrection is supposed to
solve problems of the world, why do we still contend with pain, trouble
and death? What about all my personal hopes? Will they be lost when I
die and find myself in heaven? Will my relationships be broken forever?
And what about heaven? Based on what you’ve heard about it, you may
not really be too keen on going there. Is it really like the popular pictures
and descriptions of it? Will I really be me in heaven, or will I be absorbed
into God and lose my own conscious self? And the really big questions:
How can I be sure that all this is true?How can I knowwith certainty that
the resurrection really occurred? How can I know this isn’t just another
wishful dream?

We encourage you to read on. The purpose of this book is to help
you find the answers to these crucial, all-important questions.

Introduction: Christ’s Resurrection—theWorld’s Only Hope
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SECTION I

T H E HUMAN NE E D F O R
T H E R E S U R R E C T I O N
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1

HOW D I D T H I N G S
G E T S O MES S E D UP?

In themovie Runaway Jury, based on the popular novel by JohnGrisham,
Jacob Wood tells his family goodbye one morning and goes to work at
his downtown law office. He asks his secretary’s advice on a good birth-
day present for his son. He is looking forward to a fun evening with his
family to celebrate his young son’s birthday. But Jacob’s plans are not
to be fulfilled. Thatmorning a crazed gunman breaks into the law office
and guns him down.

JacobWood, like the rest of us, had built a life for himself hoping to
find joy, happiness, security, love and meaning in the world through
family and vocation. But in one brief moment, it all fell apart. His life
ended. In an instant, his wife became a widow, his son fatherless, and
all his plans ended.

It happens every day. People try to build a good life, but their plans are
destroyed.Often by death, as in JacobWood’s case, but evenmore often by
unexpected events that throw a wrench into our carefully meshed gears,
bringing our best plans to a grinding halt. It has happened to all of us. It
has happened to you, and it will happen again. We have all faced unex-
pected fears, pain, disappointment and tragedy. Almost every one of us
deals with some formof suffering thatwill not go away: an unhealed child-
hood memory, a strained or broken relationship, a physical problem, a
broken dream. Smiles at some point turn to frowns, and laughter gives
way to crying. Happiness and health turn suddenly to pain and suffering.
All of us will at some point experience the loss of a loved one.While some
of usmay havemore pains and regrets than others, none of us can escape
the inevitable wounding and scarring life on this planet is sure to bring.

17
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Even the earth feels the excruciating pain of trouble and death. It
groans under the stress of a sin-cursed world: tornadoes and hurricanes
wreak havoc on life and property, babbling brooks flood their banks to
become destructive forces, and the friendly flicker of a campfire is trans-
formed into a raging forest inferno, consuming plants, animals and
homes. Gentle animals that first roamed the earth in harmony now bru-
tally ravage each other to survive and protect their territory. Mountains
erupt, spewing out volcanic ash. Earthquakes topple buildings. The sun
parches fields, bringing drought, ruin and more death.

As we struggle to make a good life amid all this pain, heartache and
destruction, something inside us says, “All this makes no sense.” We can
see all the beauty of the earth, experience the joys of love and the satis-
faction of accomplishment and sense that somewhere, something is just
not right about the way things work on this earth. There is so much
beauty and good that we wonder whether there’s not some kind ofmean-
ing beneath all the pain and ruin we see and experience. Alongside the
tornadoes, hurricanes and forest fires, we see the majesty of mountains,
the lavish glory of sunsets, the wide vistas of living prairies and themighty
wonder of rolling seas.We witness the intricate balance of nature and ex-
perience the joys of friendship, family and social interaction, and we say
to ourselves, “There is somuch good in this world, so why does it have to
bemarred by all the pain, tragedy and death that dogs us so relentlessly?”

The Creation Ideal
The pain, tragedy and death that wreak havoc upon us were not present
in God’s original creation. The beauty we see in nature, the joy we expe-
rience in loving relationships, the satisfaction we feel in work done well
and the pleasure we experience in somanyways are clues that hint at what
the world was like when God first made it. Relationships were unconta-
minated by pride, lust, greed or jealousy. Nature was altogether benign—
no destructive storms, no droughts, no forest fires. Work was rewarded
with accomplishment and satisfaction, and Murphy’s Law did not exist
to frustrate our efforts. Death, pain and sickness were nonexistent. The
earth was in a state of utter perfection, where everything worked just as
it should, and perfect joy and love were the order of the day.

18
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We know that to many people the above paragraph sounds like a
wild, idealistic dream—a fantasy of our own imagining that is simply too
good to be true. But we think in our best moments, when we can see in
the vestiges of the goodness still abounding in our world, that some
benevolent being must have put all this together. And a being powerful
enough to invent pleasure, love, happiness and joy surely would have the
power to prevent the evils that infect creation now. How do we explain
this? How could everything be perfect and pain-free, as in the world
we described above, and then degenerate into the pain-filled and death-
ravaged world we experience now?

To answer, let’s look briefly at the nature of the world as God first
created it. In the creation account outlined in the first chapter of Gene-
sis, God built the world, nature and life on this planet in a six-stage
process, beginning with matter and proceeding to light, land, fish and
land animals. Finally, on the last day, he created humans in the form of
the first couple, Adam and Eve, male and female.

These human prototypes were unique among all creation in that
they alone were created in God’s own image. This meant they possessed
several features that God’s other creatures lacked. They stood upright;
they had hands to use as tools to shape their environment; they pos-
sessed reason, self-awareness and the ability to choose their own destiny.
The primary difference, however, was in the fact that the man and the
woman were infused with the Spirit of God himself. Whereas the ani-
mals had instinct as their controlling mechanism, the humans had the
God of the universe inhabiting their lives, directing their steps and in-
forming their decisions.

What this meant was that the man and woman were God’s deputies
on the earth. They were God’s representatives, his agents, whowere given
the responsibility and power to rule over the earth in God’s stead, caring
for the animals and the environment, as well as managing perfectly
their own personal behavior. They were lords of the earth, ruling over
all nature—including their own human nature—by the power of God
himself living within them.

So naturally, things went well on the earth. Everything functioned ac-
cording to its created purpose, according to the order that God designed,

How Did Things Get So Messed Up?
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because theman and the woman ruled over all with a beneficent hand di-
rected by God himself, who lived within them.

Your first impulse may be to think the arrangement for Adam and
Eve was essentially no better than that of the animals. Yes, they were
under the direction of God instead of under the direction of intrinsic
instinct, but in either case, they were under direction. It may seem to you
that they were not free. But let us explain that this was not the case.
Adam and Eve were completely free. Above we noted that one attribute
that separated the humans from the animals was that they were free to
choose their own destiny. And the choice was simple. All they had to do
was tell God to get out of their lives, and he would do it. They would
then be free of God, no longer under his guidance and direction, and
thus free to direct their lives in any way they chose.

It would be a foolish choice, however, because God designed the hu-
mans explicitly to be inhabited by him and to rule all creation by his
power. Because he designed them this way, all their happiness, joy, pleas-
ure and satisfaction came from functioning as they were designed. You
see, God loved the man and woman dearly, and he designed them to ex-
perience great joy and pleasure. He gave them everything possible to in-
crease their joy and pleasure: all the sights, sounds, aromas and tastes
of creation, as well as the ecstasy and feelings associated with love, were
for their delight.

Because God loved them dearly and gave them the earth for their
joy, Adam and Eve loved God dearly as well. He was their chief delight.
And to make things all the better, the God that they loved dearly was
not a distant deity but rather a warm, personal being who lived inside
them in a relationship of deep intimacy every moment of every day.
Things could not have been arranged better for the human couple. To
choose to go their own way, separating themselves from God, and thus
losing his guidance, direction and the direct, intimate awareness of his
ongoing love, would have been the most foolhardy thing they could
have done.

This was the state of things when God first created the heavens, the
earth, the animals and the first humans. Everything was in perfect order
because God himself ruled all through the willing agency of his beloved
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human beings. Pain, tragedy, ruin and death could never invade as long
as Adam and Eve chose to remain in their loving relationship with God.

How Things Went Wrong
It may be likely that Adam and Eve never would have stepped out of that
loving relationship with God if they had not been deceived and tempted
into doing it. But the enemy of God, whom we know as Satan, invaded
their perfect world, deceived the woman into stepping out of God’s love,
and she in turn tempted theman to do the same. They decided to follow
their own path instead of God’s loving way for them.

No doubt, they did not consider the devastating consequences of
their choice. As a result of their decision, everything in their world
changed, and not for the better. God, having given them the freedom to
choose their way, honored their choice. He got out of their lives so as
not to interfere with the independence and freedom they had chosen.
But without God in their lives, they suddenly lacked the power and
wisdom to exercise their charge to reign over nature. As a result, nature
went out of control, out of balance. Storms, earthquakes and disasters
could no longer be prevented. The ground no longer yielded abundantly
to the plow, and weeds, rust, rot, malignant bacteria and parasites in-
fested everything. Animals that had lovingly fawned on the man and
woman now fled from them and even turned on them in fear and hunger.
Pain and death became permanent features of the environment.

Even human nature went out of control. With God’s loving Spirit
residing in them, Adam and Eve had lived in harmony, not only with na-
ture, but also with each other. Their own relationship had always been
loving and caring. But after they rejected God and chose their own way,
even domestic harmony ended. Theman andwomanwere no longer able
to control their own natures, and selfishness, pride and lust entered the
picture, causing strife, misunderstandings and heartbreak, contaminat-
ing even the most intimate of relationships.

This event—the choice of the first human couple to reject God and
turn to themselves as their own authority—is called sin. We think of sin
as coming in many varieties, from the tiny, seemingly insignificant act
of going 76 miles per hour under a 70-mph speed limit to the horribly
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appalling sin ofmassmurder. And indeed, sins do come inmany varieties
and inmany degrees of seriousness. Yet there is one thing common to all
sins, from the least to the greatest. All sin springs from that original
impulse of Adam and Eve to follow their own way instead of God’s.
All sins, from speeding tomassmurder, spring from the fact of sin—which
is simply rejecting the way of God in favor of the way of self.

The aftermath of all sin is chaos, pain, tragedy, destruction and death,
simply because separation from God leaves us without the power and
wisdom to fulfill our created function of imposing God’s benevolent or-
der on creation. This reduction of the human condition from its mag-
nificent creation as wielders of God’s power and influence to powerless
creatures looking to their empty selves for guidance is commonly called
the Fall. The Fall marked mankind’s descent from created perfection to
the tragic, troubled and death-ridden world we know today.

If Satan’s purpose in seducing the human couple was to bring fatal
chaos to God’s creation, he seemed to have succeeded. All he needed was
to get this primeval couple to pull away fromGod, and then all their de-
scendants would be born into their fallen condition—alienated from
God by the free choice of their first parents, Adam and Eve.

Since God is the source of all life, alienation from himmeans death.
Adam and Eve doomed not only themselves, but also all their descen-
dants by their free choice to reject God and make themselves their own
authority. As Paul tells us, “When Adam sinned, sin entered the world.
Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). At the Fall of Adam and Eve, death entered God’s
perfect world and doomed all humankind.

Why Can’t God Just Ignore Our Sin?
If God really loves us, as he says he does, why must he let sin stand be-
tween him and us? He’s God, after all, and he’s all-powerful, isn’t he?
He can do anything he wants, can’t he? Why can’t he just forget that we
sin and save us anyway?

On the surface this seems a reasonable question, but when we dig
deeper we find that it has problems. The answer has to do with the twin
concepts of justice and holiness. Let’s talk about justice first.
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We have all fallen short of God’s perfect standards. Since he is the
moral ruler of the universe, he cannot look on violations of his perfect
standards with indifference. We may be able to do this when we offend
each other, but God cannot, because to tolerate anything less than per-
fection in his perfect universe would be an offense against perfect justice.
There would be outrage if a judge failed to administer justice in his court.
Imagine a judge who, upon hearing a court case involving a brutal mur-
der and rape, decided to let the guilty party go free because he wanted to
act lovingly! What would the family of the victim think about his ignor-
ing such an outrageous crime? Naturally, they would cry out for justice.
Letting the killer off would trivialize the brutal act andmake light of the
lost life of their loved one. What kind of world would we live in if every
judge chose to “act lovingly and kindly” and forgive crimes instead of
administering justice? We can assure you, you wouldn’t like it.

God is themoral ruler of the world. He is the judge of the universe—
he is the ultimate King. His laws are not arbitrary; they stem from his
very character and nature, and they are given to us in order to make us
more like him. Essentially all of God’s laws are for our own good. He de-
signed humans; he knows what makes us tick and how we can achieve
the best performance and greatest happiness. His laws work like a man-
ufacturer’s instruction and maintenance manual. If we follow them, we
will comemuch nearer to being what God intended us to be and reap the
joy, satisfaction and fulfillment that come from it.

God is truth, and his laws are righteous. In his plea for God to save
Sodom and Gomorrah from his planned destruction, Abraham cried
out, “Surely you wouldn’t do such a thing, destroying the righteous
along with the wicked. Why, you would be treating the righteous and
the wicked exactly the same! Surely you wouldn’t do that! Should not
the judge of all the earth do what is right?” (Gen. 18:25).

Of course, Abraham misunderstood the situation in Sodom a bit.
God knew that there were no righteous people in Sodom besides Lot
and his family, whom he intended to save. But the point is, Abraham
made a correct statement: God, as ruler and judge of all the earth, is
bound by his own character to do what is right, and this means admin-
istering justice accurately.
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Sin arouses God’s wrath. It is not that he irrationally loses his temper
because his plans for a perfect world are fouled up. There is nothing im-
pulsive, randomor capricious aboutGod; he is not spiteful ormalevolent.
His anger is neither irrational nor mysterious. He is completely princi-
pled and controlled. His anger is always provoked by wickedness and the
destruction wickedness renders to the created beings he dearly loves.

The second reason Godmust respond to sin is because he is holy. In
fact, the attribute of holiness is applied to God more than any other at-
tribute in the Bible. Most people misunderstand the meaning of holi-
ness. They tend to think of it as being overly religious to the point of
being somewhat out of touch with everyday reality. Or more negatively,
they think of holiness as being a little self-righteous and religiously ele-
vated above ordinary folks. But the true meaning of holiness is nothing
like that. God’s holiness is simply incompatible with sin. God’s eyes are
too pure to look on evil, and because he is perfect, he cannot bear wrong-
doing (see Hab. 1:13).

Because God is holy, he cannot look upon sin with indifference. He
judges sinners because his perfect character demands it. The Bible uses
a couple of phrases to indicate why God must do so: First, God is pro-
voked by sin. The Bible tells us that he was angered when idols or foreign
gods were put before him in his people’s lives (see Deut. 32:16,21). This
simply means that God’s perfect nature causes him to react strongly to
wrongdoing. He cannot tolerate idolatry, immorality or injustice. If he
did, he could not be called good. He would not be holy.

Second, we are told that God burns with anger at the sins of mankind
(see 2 Kings 13:3). Judges 3:8 says, “The Lord burned with anger against
Israel.” Just as our eyes burn when we look at the sun, there is something
withinGod’s nature that causes him to burnwith anger at the sight of evil.
Because God is holy, he simply cannot respond to sin in any other way.

Because God is holy and just, he will always do what is right. He can-
not overlook our wrongdoings, for he is obligated to do what is right.
The British theologianMichael Green observed that “for God just to for-
give without any cost to anyone would be sheer indifferentism. It would
obliterate any distinction between right and wrong. It would say that
right does not matter, and that evil is a matter of indifference.”1
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So, as you can see, the sin of Adam and Eve and their subsequent fall
left all mankind with a serious dilemma. They had turned their backs
on God, and God, in his holiness and justice, had to render a just and
holy judgment against them. This judgment was death. There is no life
for those who alienate themselves from the source of life, and this is what
all humanity has done through sin. We will deal more fully with this
dilemma in the next chapter.
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