


“In the Kingdom of God, ashes turn to beauty and tragedies 
turn to victories. Yet the challenge is many believers live 
powerless lives because they don’t realize the connection they 
have access to. In Grace Ambassador, John Jackson brings 
a message of hopeful expectation as he unveils the epidemic 
of a powerless gospel that has been preached from the pulpit 
and practiced in the pews of our churches for far too long. 
The world is in desperate need of the Body of Christ to 
move from observation to activation and for Jesus to receive 
His full reward. In this catalytic book lies an essential mes‑
sage for the Church today. I highly recommend this book to 
anyone who is eager to step into the fullness of their calling 
as a believer, bring heaven to earth and become a true grace 
ambassador.”

Kris Vallotton, senior associate leader, Bethel Church, 
Redding, CA; co‑founder, Bethel School of Supernatural 

Ministry; author, The Supernatural Ways of  Royalty, 
Spiritual Intelligence, Poverty, Riches & Wealth and more

“In Grace Ambassador, my dear friend Dr. John Jackson 
opens his heart to the world. If you truly believe the words 
on the pages of the Bible, you have a responsibility to join 
Jesus in bringing heaven to earth. Dr. Jackson will guide 
you as you discover your God‑ given abilities and use them 
to usher the grace and love of Christ into the here and now.”

Samuel Rodriguez, lead pastor, New Season Worship; 
president/CEO, National Hispanic Christian Leadership 

Conference; author, Persevere with Power; executive 
producer Breakthrough and Flamin’ Hot

“It’s easy to wonder why there’s such a gap between ideas 
and the realities of the Church. John Jackson helps us see 
where we’ve strayed and provides powerful tools to get us 
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back on track. This Spirit‑ filled and deeply vulnerable book 
is a gift to us all. Don’t miss it!”

Margaret Feinberg, author, More Power to You

“Dr. John Jackson has done it again! He has a way of re‑
introducing you to ancient words so you experience them 
as if it were the first time. As you read Grace Ambassador, 
prepare to meet grace and experience the Kingdom in a fresh 
and new way. Thanks, John!”

Albert Tate, pastor, Fellowship Church, Monrovia, CA; 
author, How We Love Matters

“We are living in a chapter of history where so much is at 
stake. It will require nothing less than heaven‑ inspired strate‑
gies to answer the world’s most pressing problems through a 
new generation of reformers. With his new book, my good 
friend Dr. John Jackson has released a timely call to action 
for believers everywhere. Grace Ambassador wisely instructs, 
encourages and equips. It is honest and heartfelt and clearly 
communicates what the Body of Christ needs to hear in 
this crucial season. This is the Church’s finest hour, and 
God wants to use you to bring about transformation in your 
sphere of influence!”

Dr. Ché Ahn, president, Harvest International Ministry; 
senior pastor, Harvest Rock Church, Pasadena, CA; 

international chancellor, Wagner University

“Dr. John Jackson is the leading voice for Christians of im‑
pact ready to use their purpose. His insight and work con‑
tinue to inspire and equip leaders of all ages to get involved 
in changing the culture.”

Gabrielle Bosché, co‑founder and CEO,  
The Purpose Company
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9

Foreword

We live in an age of celebrity. Athletes, actors and so‑
cial media influencers have become the rage in our 
day. Unfortunately, that has spread to the Church, 

with too many high‑ profile leaders and too little emphasis 
on the everyday believer who faithfully lives for Jesus. But 
when you read the New Testament, you get a different pic‑
ture. Ordinary people like fishermen become disciples. So 
do formerly despised people like tax collectors. Add to that 
the many anonymous characters in the gospels (the woman 
at the well, the man born blind, the Gadarene demoniac and 
so many more), and you realize that God does the extraor‑
dinary through the ordinary. In Acts, we read of unnamed 
men who come to Antioch, reaching people and planting a 
church that would send out missionaries (see Acts 11:19–26).

The New Testament elevates the unlikely and celebrates 
the overlooked. Women are given status by the gospel writers 
far above the culture of the day. Marginalized people like the 
widows neglected of food in Acts 6 become a key focus of 
change in the early Church. Paul celebrates how God uses 
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Foreword

what the world calls foolish and weak for His purposes (see 
1 Corinthians 1:27).

The Church has become introverted and isolated from the 
world Jesus calls us to impact. In Acts, every believer was 
involved in sharing Christ and every believer was empowered 
by the Spirit (see Acts 4:31). They shared with one another 
in need and worshiped together as one. In our divided and 
confused world, we need the Church to equip and release 
every believer to show and share Jesus.

In Grace Ambassador John Jackson calls the Church to do 
just that. He exhorts the Church to return to a biblical focus 
on every believer being an ambassador for Jesus regardless 
of vocation or location. He challenges the clergy‑ laity sepa‑
ration that has, unintentionally or not, put most of God’s 
servants on the sidelines of ministry.

Jackson further puts his finger on another ongoing issue 
hindering the Church in her call to fulfill the Great Com‑
mission: the sacred‑ secular divide. A result of this thinking 
is what I call “clergification,” where we draw a line between 
those in vocational ministry––like pastors and missionar‑
ies––and all other believers. Jackson calls believers to break 
out of such dichotomies and to be on mission daily. He shows 
how to be engaged in the culture, to represent Christ across 
vocations and to employ spiritual gifts in daily life.

This is not a passive book. It calls for something revo‑
lutionary, a second Reformation that will distribute grace 
through ambassadors for Christ across the globe. Only when 
every believer understands his or her calling to be salt and 
light in our world can we be all God called us to be; this 
book will help you to understand why and how to do this.

Ed Stetzer, Wheaton, Illinois
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1

HOW I BECAME  
A GRACE AMBASSADOR

I have a confession to make. It is not one I make lightly. 
You see, I have been a Christian for virtually my entire 
life; I have read the Bible diligently, almost every day 

without fail; and I have been a pastor and spiritual leader for 
more than forty years. So my confession to you is difficult. 
But if I am to write this book authentically to you the reader, 
I have to start with it.

Here is my confession: I have often read the Bible and not 
believed the words on the page.

Whew. Those were hard words to write. I hope you will 
keep reading and not stop. I am simply trying to be honest. 
There are hundreds of examples of how this has been true 
in my life (and maybe in yours as well). But for the purposes 
of this book, I want to center on one particular example. 
It is from a familiar part of the Bible, commonly called the 
Lord’s Prayer:
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“This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from the evil one.’”

Matthew 6:9–13

I believe and have always believed every word in that prayer 
that Jesus taught His disciples. Except for the phrase I did 
not really believe. It is a struggle, even now, to write this. But 
it is the truth. What are the words I did not believe? Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Honestly, I thought those words were the spiritual equiva‑
lent of a Hallmark card— you know, a great sentiment that 
was never going to be reality but represented the best of in‑
tentions. Honestly, if I am being completely real with you, 
that is where I lived.

Why? I am not exactly sure, but some of it probably had 
to do with my view of the reality of sin in our world and the 
likely future obliteration of our planet at the end of time. 
I was raised in the 1960s and 1970s, in the era of The Late 
Great Planet Earth book and movie, which likely factored 
into my view of the future and the reality of the present.

Before I go further, however, I want to explain just a bit 
more of my personal journey, as I think it will be helpful as 
you read this book.

I have been fortunate to have had some wonderful spiri‑
tual parenting influences in my life. My dad and mom were 
Baptist pastors who raised my two brothers and sister and me 
in a godly home in Southern California, where Jesus was the 
center of our lives. Even when church life was rough, I never 
doubted that the Lord held us in His hand. My dad had a 
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strong evangelistic gift, and I will never forget the countless 
number of people in my childhood and youth whom I got 
to see come to know Jesus.

We also had really wonderful pastors and leaders around 
our home from my earliest days all through my adolescence. 
My dad encouraged us to experience the Jesus People move‑
ment in the 1960s and ’70s, and I got to watch the activity 
of the Lord through Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa and Pastor 
Chuck Smith.

I received a call to pastoral ministry in my midteens, mar‑
ried Pam in my late teens and was pleased to serve in local 
churches and in broader missional efforts in Southern Cali‑
fornia for the first eighteen years of our marriage, where Pam 
and I had four of our five children.

In my midtwenties and thirties, while I was a young pastor 
and missional leader, several pastor friends spoke into my 
life. At Fuller Seminary, I was privileged to have Dr. C. Peter 
Wagner as one of my professors, and I got to attend a couple 
of sessions of his now‑ famous “MC510 Signs and Wonders” 
course with John Wimber. In this course, along with some 
experiences in my local church, I came to experience and 
believe in the power of God to heal.

Eventually I found my way to some of Pastor Jack Hay‑
ford’s pastors’ conferences, and I heard him speak about the 
voice and present work of the Holy Spirit in a refreshingly 
natural fashion.

In the late 1990s I came across the writings of Dr. Ed Sil‑
voso regarding prayer, the marketplace and the ekklesia. (We 
will talk more about the concept of ekklesia— individuals 
and groups gathered as the Church— starting in the very next 
chapter.) Ed’s writings reinforced in me the notion that the 
Church needs not to be a “holy huddle” but to engage and 
shape the world with the light of Christ.
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Some of my personal ministry strengths that were evident 
in the 1980s, regarding civic connections between the Church 
and the community, blossomed even further as I began to 
focus more and more on the Church discovering and using 
spiritual gifts for ministry impact, and on identifying the 
marketplace as a key place of assignment.

God prospered the ministries in which Pam and I served, 
and I served as a senior leader in an 85‑year‑ old Baptist 
church, led a large mission agency in my early thirties, and 
then planted a church in my midthirties. Each time we expe‑
rienced growth and community impact. And again, Pam and 
I felt the kindness and grace of the Lord even as we navigated 
very challenging financial and family strains.

By the time I hit my forties, however, I had to come to 
grips with yet another pain‑ filled recognition. I was success‑
ful in many ways in pastoral ministry with church growth, 
speaking, writing and consulting. I was blessed with the 
gift of an amazing and deeply biblically grounded wife and 
five beautiful children. But I had been hiding a secret that 
was unknown even to me: I had come to the place where I 
believed that God would love me more if  I did more things 
for Him.

Some call this an “orphan spirit”— see, for example, Jack 
Frost’s book Spiritual Slavery to Spiritual Sonship— and I 
had it all over me without even knowing it.

Thankfully Pam and I were able to go through an inner 
healing ministry, “Restoring the Foundations.” Several of 
our leadership team went through the ministry as well. The 
Lord brought freedom and grace to me in a new fashion. 
By no means did I become perfect, but I experienced a fresh 
wave of the love and grace of the Lord; and Pam and I have 
been able to share with others His healing grace that has 
continued in our lives.
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During this season I also began leaning into a greater 
understanding of the presence of the Lord. Bill Johnson and 
Kris Vallotton, senior leaders at Bethel Church in Redding, 
California, became great teachers for Pam and me from a 
distance— and later, for me, in an ongoing and deeply mean‑
ingful relationship with Kris— as we learned about how God 
is speaking to us and working in our everyday lives. I began 
to share more widely in evangelical and charismatic streams 
of the Church about what I called “presence‑ filled ministry.”

Part of what I learned and shared was that I had often 
led people to fulfill the purposes of God but not to enjoy 
just being with Him. I had to repent of that and have some 
painful conversations with key leaders in our Church, and 
admit to it publicly, which I did several times. It was dur‑
ing this whole process that I discovered that I really did not 
believe the part of the Lord’s Prayer that I mentioned at the 
beginning of this chapter.

History, Grace, Truth

So, back to my reality of not actually believing the words on 
the pages of Scripture.

To be frank, I am not saying that I did not believe the Bible. 
I assented intellectually to the words, but without any real 
expectation that Jesus actually meant what He said. Ugh! I 
am so sorry to have to write these words, but they are true.

It was through listening to Bill and Kris and being in the 
Bethel atmosphere that the Holy Spirit began to tug consis‑
tently on my heart about what I believed about the phrase 
on earth as it is in heaven. Did I really believe that Jesus 
intended the Father’s will could be done in this way? Could 
it be an intellectual and experiential reality that God would 
want earth to look like heaven? If so, was it even possible 
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with flawed and failing human beings like me and like the 
people in churches that I had led, loved and lived in over the 
years? How could we actually see this happen? Could it be 
that followers of Jesus might really bring heaven to earth?

The more I began to listen and learn anew what the Holy 
Spirit was saying in His Word, the more I came to the convic‑
tion that the Father does indeed intend for those followers of 
His Son to be filled with and empowered by His Spirit and to 
bring life, hope, grace, peace and power to the inhabitants 
of the earth. We who are followers of Jesus are made for 
mission, and that mission happens in the everyday of life.

What you have just read, I have never said or written in a 
public setting at any time— and I speak and write publicly 
virtually every day of my life. So thank you for letting me 
share some of the story behind the story.

And now I have some things that I think the Lord has been 
preparing me for a lifetime to share with you, so we can walk 
this journey together.

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.”

Matthew 6:10

Words create worlds.

Rabbi Abraham  
Joshua Heschel1

Ours is a challenging moment. History matters. Grace 
matters. Truth matters. Yet we are living in a crisis of truth. 
We have moved from an acceptance of absolute truth to an 
understanding of relative truth. We live in the age of ex‑
periential reality, where “my truth” is relative to you but 
absolute to me. My experience of reality is what defines my 
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truth. Many believe something along the lines of “You must 
decide to accept me and my truth or, at least in my eyes, you 
are mean and condemning and judgmental.”

Further, the “metaverse” of virtual reality and artificial 
reality is cascading upon us in ways we may not fully com‑
prehend. Words that have carried the 
freight of great meaning and value in 
previous times seem to have lost some 
of their impact in our contemporary 
world of  shifting truth, evident in 
what were once commonly under‑
stood words. We want to believe in concepts of dignity, 
honor, purpose, value and community. But our lived reality 
is often far from our previous understanding of those words. 
The conflict in our hearts and minds between what we say, 
what we believe and what we experience seems greater than 
ever before.

In our present age, the words we use have created a world 
that is neither what we say we believe in, nor what we have 
to offer the people we know, love and spend time with— 
and even those with whom we disagree. Social media, social 
unrest, pandemics of violence and health have all served to 
separate us from one another, to the extent that families, 
neighbors and community members are at odds with one 
another and isolated physically, socially and emotionally.

Often the truths we have taught, the history we have lived 
and the worldviews we express diverge sadly from the reality 
we live. We must shift the narrative of our words and behav‑
iors to align with the expressed will of the Father.

I am not pessimistic about this age. In fact, with increas‑
ing fervor, I know we are in a Go! Season, and unless the 
Church is activated for this time and place, we will miss the 
opportunity of a lifetime.

History matters. 
Grace matters. 
Truth matters.
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Let me be bold and clear: The Father longs to bring heaven 
to earth. In fact, He has called you and me to become “grace 
ambassadors” in everyday life. You are called to be part of a 
movement to distribute grace. You are called to become an 
ambassador of grace here on planet earth on behalf of the 
King of the universe.

The first Reformation produced a cultural shift of seismic 
proportions on the planet. The 1500s through the 1600s pro‑
duced massive intellectual, cultural and economic changes 
that continue to affect the world hundreds of years later. Shifts 

in the distribution of knowledge, 
patterns of governance and popu‑
list movements— often messy and 
venturing into uncharted waters— 
spread across Europe, and eventu‑
ally across the globe, changing the 
course of history.

Reformers are people who see 
the world and dream and work 
toward making it better and more 

just. The truths of the Reformation created a whole new 
world of change and opportunity for the masses. Words cre‑
ate worlds. Truth matters.

The first Reformation is still changing history and culture. 
It came about largely through the invention of the movable 
type printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in 1450—“an 
invention that changed the world.”2 The printing press, as 
you likely know, caused the words of the Bible to be spread 
not only in Latin but in the verbiage of the people. History 
matters.

The distribution of Scripture brought about the dynamic 
changes in history that we know as the first Reformation. 
History was infused with a fresh understanding and release 

The Father longs 
to bring heaven to 

earth. In fact, He has 
called us to become 
“grace ambassadors” 

in everyday life.
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of grace so that the Church and culture alike could re‑
ceive the blessing of  salvation by grace through faith in 
the cross of Christ. That blessing of grace would be made 
manifest throughout culture as newly empowered people 
began to think, create, develop and reimagine a world that 
had previously been unthinkable and unattainable. Grace  
matters.

But now the fading influence of that first Reformation has 
created a longing and increasing hunger for more of what 
God has for us in our present age. This longing is emerging 
from deep in the soul of the human experience. The Body 
of Christ has experienced one Reformation, but the world 
has lost its bearings and is in desperate need of a second 
Reformation. You, my precious reader, are the key to the 
revival that is in the heart of God for this hour.

Your Future History

I believe the King of the universe is calling you to a heavenly 
ambassadorship beyond your wildest dreams! You are not a bit 
player. You are not, to use a sports 
analogy, someone riding the bench. 
You are on the floor, on the field and 
in the battle. You are a difference‑ 
maker, a vibrant and vital part of 
His people here on planet earth. 
You have an identity, an assign‑
ment and an opportunity to shift 
the future of our planet. Much lies 
ahead of you, and bringing heaven 
to earth is a life purpose that will catalyze your life here and 
now, bring calling from above and establish your trajectory 
for all eternity.

I believe the King of 
the universe is calling 

you to a heavenly 
ambassadorship 

beyond your  
wildest dreams!
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I am writing this book because, although for a long time 
I did not believe it was possible, I now have a passion to 
see heaven come to earth. The love and grace of Jesus can 
transform our personal lives and the lives of our families, 
organizations and communities through the revival that is on 
God’s heart. I have grown to understand that the Father has 
placed His people in various settings in culture and society, 
all with stories full of intrigue and uncertainty, in order to 
accomplish His purposes on the planet. You are being called 
not just to live in history, but to make history.

Life is experienced in video and remembered in snapshots. 
I imagine you have quite a few snapshots of the story of your 
life so far. Sometimes those snapshots are full of joy and 
sometimes they are full of pain. But in total, those snapshots 
have helped shape who you are today.

And your future is full of amazing snapshots and videos! 
In fact, Ephesians 2:8–10 gives us a glimpse of the reality of 
our salvation by grace and that we are “to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.” You have a 
life story that is only now unfolding.

I am writing this book to give you snapshots of the “future 
history” that you are called to but that you have not yet lived. 
These snapshots of your calling will lead you to a dynamic 
future that you can barely imagine. I am trusting God and 
believing that a revival and reformation will happen in your 
future history as you live out the story that your heavenly 
Father has designed for you.

How did that first Reformation come to pass?

First Reformation
On October 31, 1517, an obscure Catholic priest named 

Martin Luther strode up to the castle church at Wittenberg, 
Germany, and nailed his Ninety- Five Theses to the door. 
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Thus, the first historical Reformation of the Church began 
out of the crisis of one man observing the gap between what 
the Word of God revealed and what he was experiencing in 
his own life as a Catholic priest. This crisis led Luther to 
the extreme decision of drawing a line in the sand, nailing 
his complaints to the Church door and, in turn, shaping his 
own historic times.

In that first Reformation, Protestantism was launched 
with the five “solas”— Latin statements summarizing five 
core biblical beliefs: People are saved by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ alone, as revealed by Scripture alone, 
to the glory of God alone. These solas were communicated 
through Gutenberg’s printing press across the Western 
world.

Because much of the Church had allowed corruption to 
enter the system, reforms about salvation, access to Scripture, 
access to forgiveness and the clarity of theological teaching 
were established and strengthened in that first Reformation. 
The truths of doctrine and teaching were expounded and 
undergirded, and people were catechized into these under‑
standings. Words matter. Truth matters.

The reformers also said they believed in the priesthood 
of all believers with direct access to God, to Scripture and 
to ministry. As the apostle Peter wrote,

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

1 Peter 2:9

But although glorious ministry has come these past five 
hundred years, the Church today has demonstrated by 
our behavior that we do not fundamentally believe in the 
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priesthood of all believers. Rather, we practice a big view 
of  grace received and a small view of  grace distributed. We 
say that heaven came to earth in Jesus, but we do not really 
live as though heaven is present here. Rather, we have main‑
tained religious hierarchy to such a degree that, for more 
than five hundred years, the divide between clergy and laity 
has become seemingly unbridgeable.

The effect of our lived and demonstrated belief is a disen‑
gaged mass of people who have tasted of Jesus in religious 
settings but have not been discipled toward spiritual maturity, 
reproduction and heavenly ambassadorship. To be frank, 
most spiritual leaders would have to admit that, generally 
speaking, we have produced babies and sons and daughters, 

but alarmingly few fathers and moth‑
ers in the faith (see 1 John 2:12–14). 
Our world stands in need of revival and  
reformation.

But as we learn to bring heaven to 
earth and distribute the grace of God 
in everyday life, we will experience the 

return of New Testament Christianity. This is how we will 
see the second Reformation birthed in our time.

Second Reformation
God has been at work in recent decades, and I believe the 

second Reformation is now upon us. Grace distributed is the 
mandate of this hour for the people of God.

Billy Graham believed that laypersons were the key to 
evangelism. Toward the end of the twentieth century, we saw 
the rise of apostolic and prophetic networks and the rise 
of interdenominational movements like Full Gospel Busi‑
ness Men’s Fellowship, Concerned Women for America, the 
Jesus People movement, Promise Keepers and TheCall. The 

Grace distributed 
is the mandate of 
this hour for the 
people of God.
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political disequilibrium of 2010–2020 and the pandemic of 
2020–2022 have provided a fertile context for the emergence 
of the second Reformation. The future of the Church is 
unfolding, and the Bible describes and calls for the five‑
fold ministry gifts (which we will discuss in more detail in 
chapter 5):

Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evange‑
lists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works 
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11–13

The Church must establish, equip, release and shepherd 
tens of millions of believers to influence society for the glory 
of God, through bringing heaven to earth and distributing 
grace, full of the life and love of Jesus. Everyday men and 
women, empowered by the Holy Spirit, will reach people in 
everyday life so we see the “billion soul harvest” that many 
have been praying and trusting God for in recent years.3 His‑
tory matters.

The first Reformation changed Western culture and 
provided the seedbed for the Renaissance and the Age of 
Enlightenment. The social changes coming from those two 
movements shaped not only hundreds of years of history 
but life on the planet. The second Reformation will bring 
about even greater societal transformation as followers of 
Jesus are activated in love, grace, redemptive presence and 
dynamic Kingdom witness to the good news of the pres‑
ence of  Jesus for men and women longing for hope and 
meaning in life.
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The greatest days of Gospel ministry are emerging in this 
new Reformation, and each of us has a part to play in the 
divine orchestra that Jesus is directing. It is indeed Go! time 
for Spirit‑ empowered followers of Jesus to manifest the grace 
of heaven on earth in everyday settings so we can see revival 
and reformation at home, at church and in the culture. Grace 
matters.

Understanding the grace of God, receiving that grace 
and becoming part of bringing heaven to earth as a grace 
distributor in your everyday life are Kingdom mandates and 
your “future history” assignment. Even today as you live 
your life, you are beginning to sense that you were made 
for more.

In fact, there has been an increasing heart cry for more 
across the Body of  Christ. Political divisions and pan‑
demic anxieties have increased the uncertainty that many 
in our world experience, with even followers of Jesus un‑
clear about the future. Pentecost brought 120 believers to a 
Spirit of God encounter that would go on to transform the 
Roman empire and set the course for Western and world 
history. How did a Church so full of the power of God and 
clarity about personal assignment lose her way? What is the 
condition of the Church today, and how can we move to 
the calling of the Father to be heavenly grace distributors 
in this moment?

Read on and let the Spirit speak to your heart, mind and 
spirit.

BEFORE YOU GO

Think for a moment about words that have been spoken 
in your life. Do you remember any life‑ giving words? Do 
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you remember any words that felt condemning or judg‑
mental? How did the words of your memories end up af‑
fecting your personal history? How have you experienced 
the grace and kindness of God to make your life fuller and 
more complete?
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